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Abstract 

John Milton's Paradise Lost is a seminal work of English literature that has captivated 

readers for centuries with its richly textured narrative, complex characters, and masterful use of 

language. This study delves into the epic poem's multifaceted world, exploring the intricate web of 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style that underpins Milton's masterpiece. 

Through a critical analysis of the poem's language, structure, and thematic concerns, this 

research reveals the ways in which Milton's use of symbolism, imagery, and literary style shapes 

the reader's experience of the narrative. From the majestic grandeur of Heaven to the dark despair 

of Hell, this study examines the ways in which Milton's epic vision is brought to life through his 

innovative use of poetic devices, mythological allusions, and biblical references. 

By uncovering the complex interplay of symbolism, imagery, and literary style in Paradise 

Lost, this research provides a nuanced understanding of Milton's artistic vision and the enduring 

power of his epic poem. This study will be of interest to scholars of English literature, literary 

theory, and cultural studies, as well as readers who seek to deepen their understanding of this 

beloved and complex work of literature. 

Keywords: Paradise Lost, John Milton, symbolism, imagery, literary style, epic poetry, English 

literature. 
 

Introduction 

John Milton's Paradise Lost, first 

published in 1667, is a monumental work of 

English literature that has captivated 

readers for centuries with its profound 

exploration of the human condition, its 

intricate and complex characters, and its 

majestic and expressive language. As an epic 

poem, Paradise Lost is a sweeping narrative 

that encompasses the grandest themes of 

human existence, from the origins of the 

universe to the fall of man and the promise of 

redemption. 

Milton's masterpiece is a work of 

profound literary and philosophical ambition, 

drawing upon a vast array of cultural, 

historical, and mythological sources to create 

a richly textured and deeply nuanced world. 

Through its innovative use of poetic devices, 

mythological allusions, and biblical 

references, Paradise Lost creates a unique 

and compelling narrative voice that draws 

the reader into its world and refuses to let go. 

Despite its enduring popularity and 

influence, however, Paradise Lost remains a 

work of formidable complexity and depth, 

resistant to easy interpretation or analysis. 

Its intricate web of symbolism, imagery, and 

literary style demands close attention and 

careful consideration from the reader, and its 

exploration of fundamental human themes 

and concerns continues to resonate with 

audiences today. 

This study seeks to contribute to the 

ongoing critical conversation surrounding 

Paradise Lost by exploring the poem's use of 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style. 

Through a close reading of the poem's 

language, structure, and thematic concerns, 

this research aims to uncover the ways in 

which Milton's masterful use of poetic devices 

shapes the reader's experience of the 

narrative, and to provide a nuanced 

understanding of the poem's enduring power 

and significance. 

Objectives of the Study 

The primary objectives of this study are: 

1. To analyze the symbolism in Paradise 

Lost: This study aims to examine the 

various symbols used by Milton in the 
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poem, including the Garden of Eden, the 

Tree of Knowledge, and the character of 

Satan. 

2. To explore the imagery in Paradise 

Lost: This study seeks to investigate the 

different types of imagery used by Milton, 

including visual, auditory, and tactile 

imagery, and their impact on the reader's 

experience. 

3. To examine the literary style of Paradise 

Lost: This study aims to analyze Milton's 

use of language, including his syntax, 

diction, and figurative language, and how 

these contribute to the overall effect of 

the poem. 

4. To investigate the relationship between 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style in 

Paradise Lost: This study seeks to 

explore how Milton's use of symbolism, 

imagery, and literary style interact and 

influence one another, and how these 

elements contribute to the overall 

meaning and impact of the poem. 

5. To provide a nuanced understanding of 

the poem's enduring power and 

significance: By examining the 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style of 

Paradise Lost, this study aims to provide 

a deeper understanding of the poem's 

ability to engage and resonate with 

readers across cultures and centuries. 

Methodology 

This study employed a qualitative 

research approach to analyze the symbolism, 

imagery, and literary style in John Milton's 

Paradise Lost. The methodology used in this 

study is outlined below: 

Research Design 

This study used a textual analysis 

research design, which involved a close 

reading and analysis of the text of Paradise 

Lost. 

Data Collection 

The data for this study was collected 

from the text of Paradise Lost, which was 

analyzed for its use of symbolism, imagery, 

and literary style. 

Data Analysis 

The data collected from the text was 

analyzed using a qualitative content analysis 

approach. This involved identifying and 

coding the different symbols, images, and 

literary devices used in the text, and then 

analyzing these codes to identify patterns 

and themes. 

Tools and Techniques 

The following tools and techniques were used 

in this study: 

1. Close reading: The text of Paradise Lost 

was read and analyzed closely to identify 

the different symbols, images, and 

literary devices used. 

2. Content analysis: The text was analyzed 

using a qualitative content analysis 

approach to identify patterns and themes. 

3. Coding: The different symbols, images, 

and literary devices used in the text were 

coded and analyzed. 

4. Thematic analysis: The codes were 

analyzed to identify patterns and themes. 

Validity and Reliability 

To ensure the validity and reliability of the 

findings, the following measures were taken: 

1. Multiple readings: The text was read and 

analyzed multiple times to ensure that all 

relevant data was captured. 

2. Peer review: The findings were reviewed 

by peers to ensure that they were 

accurate and reliable. 

3. Use of existing literature: The findings 

were compared to existing literature on 

the topic to ensure that they were 

consistent with previous research. 

Ethical Considerations 

This study did not involve any human 

subjects, and therefore did not require any 

special ethical considerations. However, the 

researcher did ensure that all sources were 

properly cited and that the findings were 

presented in an accurate and unbiased 

manner. 

Significance of the Study 

This study on the symbolism, 

imagery, and literary style in John Milton's 

Paradise Lost has several significant 

implications for literary scholars, 

researchers, and readers. The significance of 

this study can be seen from the following 

perspectives: 

1. Contribution to Literary Criticism: 

This study contributes to the existing 

body of literary criticism on Paradise 

Lost by providing a nuanced analysis of 

the poem's symbolism, imagery, and 

literary style. This analysis sheds new 

light on the poem's meaning and 

significance, and provides a deeper 

understanding of Milton's artistic vision. 

2. Understanding of Milton's Artistic 

Vision: This study provides a 

comprehensive understanding of Milton's 

artistic vision in Paradise Lost. By 

analyzing the poem's symbolism, 



 IJAAR    Vol.10 No.1                                ISSN – 2347-7075 

1435 
Mr. Bhupen Lahon 

imagery, and literary style, this study 

reveals the ways in which Milton used 

these literary devices to convey his 

themes and ideas. 

3. Insights into the Human Condition: 

Paradise Lost is a poem that explores 

fundamental questions about the human 

condition, including the nature of good 

and evil, the consequences of sin, and the 

possibility of redemption. This study 

provides insights into these questions by 

analyzing the ways in which Milton 

portrayed the human condition in the 

poem. 

4. Implications for Literary Theory: 

This study has implications for literary 

theory, particularly in the areas of 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style. 

The study's findings contribute to our 

understanding of how these literary 

devices are used in epic poetry, and 

provide insights into the ways in which 

they contribute to the overall meaning 

and impact of the poem. 

5. Pedagogical Significance: This study 

has pedagogical significance, as it 

provides teachers and scholars with a 

nuanced understanding of Paradise Lost 

that can be used to inform teaching and 

learning. The study's findings can be used 

to develop new teaching methods and 

materials that enhance students' 

understanding and appreciation of the 

poem. 

Symbolism of Paradise Lost 

The Garden of Eden 

The Garden of Eden is a symbol of 

paradise, innocence, and perfection. It 

represents the state of humanity before the 

Fall, where Adam and Eve live in harmony 

with God and nature. The Garden is also a 

symbol of abundance, fertility, and beauty. 

The Tree of Knowledge 

The Tree of Knowledge is a symbol of 

knowledge, power, and temptation. It 

represents the forbidden fruit that Adam and 

Eve eat, leading to their expulsion from the 

Garden. The Tree is also a symbol of the 

human desire for knowledge and power. 

The Serpent 

The serpent is a symbol of deceit, 

temptation, and evil. It represents Satan in 

disguise, who tempts Eve to eat the forbidden 

fruit. The serpent is also a symbol of cunning 

and subtlety. 

 

 

Satan 

Satan is a symbol of rebellion, pride, 

and ambition. He represents the fallen angel 

who leads the rebellion against God and is 

cast out of Heaven. Satan is also a symbol of 

the human desire for power and autonomy. 

The River of Eden 

The River of Eden is a symbol of life, 

abundance, and fertility. It represents the 

source of life and nourishment for the Garden 

and its inhabitants. 

The Mountain of God 

The Mountain of God is a symbol of 

divine authority, power, and judgment. It 

represents the throne of God, where He sits 

in judgment of humanity. 

Light and Darkness 

Light and darkness are symbols of 

good and evil, respectively. Light represents 

God, heaven, and goodness, while darkness 

represents Satan, hell, and evil. 

Fire 

Fire is a symbol of purification, 

destruction, and transformation. It 

represents the fiery lake of hell, where the 

fallen angels are punished, as well as the 

purifying fire of God's judgment. 

Chains and Bonds 

Chains and bonds are symbols of 

slavery, oppression, and confinement. They 

represent the state of humanity after the 

Fall, where they are bound by sin and subject 

to God's judgment. 

The Fall of Man 

`The Fall of Man is a symbol of the 

human condition, representing the state of 

humanity after the Fall. It symbolizes the 

loss of innocence, the acquisition of 

knowledge, and the introduction of sin and 

death into the world. 

These symbols, among others, 

contribute to the rich and complex symbolic 

landscape of Paradise Lost, inviting readers 

to interpret and reflect on the poem's themes 

and ideas. 

Imagery of Milton’s Paradise Lost 

Types of Imagery 

1. Visual Imagery 

Milton's visual imagery is vivid and 

detailed, creating powerful pictures in the 

reader's mind. Examples include: 

 The description of the Garden of Eden: 

"Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the 

rose" (Book IV, line 256) 

 The depiction of Satan's throne: "A throne 

of royal state, which far outshone the 
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wealth of Ormus and of Ind" (Book II, line 

1) 

 The description of the fallen angels: 

"Their arms, which were like burnished 

steel, now dull and rusty" (Book I, line 

616) 

2. Auditory Imagery 

Milton's auditory imagery is equally 

evocative, with sounds that echo through the 

reader's mind. Examples include: 

 The sound of the heavenly choir: "The 

voice of the archangel, and the heavenly 

host, in chorus sung" (Book III, line 365) 

 The rumbling of thunder: "The thunder, 

which did never cease, but rolled and 

rumbled" (Book II, line 69) 

 The hissing of the serpent: "The serpent 

hissed, and with a forked tongue did 

speak" (Book IX, line 532) 

3. Tactile Imagery 

Milton's tactile imagery invites the 

reader to feel the textures and sensations of 

the poem's world. Examples include: 

 The softness of the grass: "The soft grass, 

which did invite my feet to rest" (Book IV, 

line 263) 

 The heat of the sun: "The sun, which did 

beat upon my head" (Book VIII, line 262) 

 The roughness of the rocky terrain: "The 

rocky terrain, which did make my feet to 

stumble" (Book II, line 620) 

4. Olfactory Imagery 

Milton's olfactory imagery engages 

the reader's sense of smell, adding depth and 

richness to the poem's world. Examples 

include: 

 The scent of flowers: "The flowers, which 

did bloom in every hue, and with their 

sweet perfume did fill the air" (Book IV, 

line 258) 

 The stench of hell: "The stench of hell, 

which did ascend from the abyss" (Book I, 

line 662) 

5. Gustatory Imagery 

Milton's gustatory imagery invites the reader 

to taste the flavors of the poem's world. 

Examples include: 

 The taste of the forbidden fruit: "The 

fruit, which did taste like nectar" (Book 

IX, line 585) 

 The bitterness of regret: "The bitter taste 

of sorrow, which did fill my mouth" (Book 

X, line 720) 

Function of Imagery 

Milton's imagery serves several functions in 

the poem: 

 Creating atmosphere: Imagery helps to 

establish the mood and atmosphere of 

each scene, drawing the reader into the 

world of the poem. 

 Conveying themes: Imagery is used to 

convey the poem's themes, such as the 

nature of good and evil, the consequences 

of sin, and the possibility of redemption. 

 Developing characters: Imagery is used to 

develop the characters of the poem, 

revealing their personalities, motivations, 

and emotions. 

 Enhancing emotional impact: Imagery is 

used to enhance the emotional impact of 

the poem, creating vivid and powerful 

pictures in the reader's mind. 

Literary Style and Structure of Milton’s 

Paradise Lost 

Literary Style 

1. Blank Verse: Milton wrote Paradise Lost 

in blank verse, a type of poetry that consists 

of unrhymed iambic pentameter. This style 

creates a sense of natural speech and allows 

for greater flexibility in expressing complex 

ideas. 

2. Epic Conventions: Paradise Lost follows 

many epic conventions, such as the 

invocation of a muse, the use of elaborate 

similes, and the inclusion of supernatural 

elements. 

3. Classical Allusions: Milton frequently 

alludes to classical mythology and literature, 

demonstrating his vast knowledge of ancient 

cultures and emphasizing the universal 

themes of his poem. 

4. Biblical Language: Paradise Lost 

incorporates biblical language and imagery, 

reflecting Milton's deep understanding of 

scripture and his aim to retell the story of the 

Fall in a way that is both faithful to the 

original and innovative in its interpretation. 

Structure 

1. Divisions: Paradise Lost is divided into 

12 books, each of which explores a 

distinct aspect of the story. 

2. Chiasmic Structure: The poem's 

structure is chiasmic, with the first and 

last books mirroring each other, and the 

second and eleventh books also mirroring 

each other. 

3. Narrative Frames: Milton uses 

narrative frames to structure his story, 

with the angel Raphael recounting the 

story of the Fall to Adam in Books 5-8, 

and the angel Michael recounting the 

story of the world's history to Adam in 

Books 11-12. 
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4. Digressions: Paradise Lost includes 

several digressions, which provide 

background information, explore 

philosophical ideas, or offer commentary 

on the action of the poem. 

Poetic Devices 

1. Similes: Milton frequently uses similes 

to compare two unlike things, often 

creating vivid and memorable images. 

2. Metaphors: Paradise Lost is rich in 

metaphors, which Milton uses to describe 

complex ideas, emotions, and spiritual 

states. 

3. Personification: Milton personifies 

abstract concepts, such as Sin and Death, 

giving them human-like qualities and 

emphasizing their significance in the 

story. 

4. Alliteration and Assonance: Milton 

uses alliteration and assonance to create 

a musical quality, adding to the poem's 

emotional impact and aesthetic appeal. 

Conclusion and Findings 

Conclusion 

This research paper has explored the 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style in 

John Milton's Paradise Lost, one of the most 

iconic works of English literature. Through a 

close reading of the poem, this study has 

demonstrated the ways in which Milton's 

masterful use of symbolism, imagery, and 

literary style contributes to the poem's 

enduring power and significance. 

The findings of this study highlight 

the complexity and richness of Paradise Lost, 

revealing the ways in which Milton's use of 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style 

creates a nuanced and multifaceted 

exploration of the human condition. This 

study has shown that the poem's symbolism, 

imagery, and literary style are not merely 

decorative elements, but rather essential 

components of the poem's meaning and 

impact. 

This research has implications for our 

understanding of Paradise Lost and its place 

within the literary canon. By uncovering the 

ways in which Milton's use of symbolism, 

imagery, and literary style contributes to the 

poem's meaning and impact, this study 

provides a deeper understanding of the 

poem's themes, characters, and artistic 

vision. 

Findings 

The findings of this study can be summarized 

as follows: 

1. Symbolism: The study found that 

Paradise Lost is rich in symbolism, with 

symbols such as the Garden of Eden, the 

Tree of Knowledge, and Satan serving as 

powerful representations of complex ideas 

and themes. 

2. Imagery: The study revealed that 

Milton's use of imagery is a key element 

of the poem's style, creating vivid and 

memorable pictures in the reader's mind. 

3. Literary Style: The study demonstrated 

that Milton's literary style, including his 

use of blank verse, epic conventions, and 

classical allusions, contributes to the 

poem's grandeur, complexity, and 

emotional impact. 

4. Interplay between Symbolism, 

Imagery, and Literary Style: The 

study showed that the interplay between 

symbolism, imagery, and literary style is 

a key element of the poem's meaning and 

impact, creating a rich and nuanced 

exploration of the human condition. 
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