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Abstract: 
           Higher education institutions (HEIs) play a crucial role in promoting sustainability through education, 

research, and community engagement. The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAACA) in India 

can significantly foster sustainability by integrating specific criteria into its accreditation framework. This 

includes curriculum development, research focus, sustainable operations, and community engagement. Such 

integration can empower future generations, enhance research and innovation, and promote sustainable practices 

across the country. 
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Introduction: 

Higher education institutions (HEIs) play a 

pivotal role in shaping a sustainable future. They 

educate future generations, conduct research that 

informs sustainable practices, and serve as models 

for sustainable development within their 

communities. In this context, accreditation bodies 

like the National Assessment and Accreditation 

Council (NAACA) in India can play a crucial role in 

fostering sustainability within HEIs. 

NACA and Its Significance: 
Established in 1994, NACA is an 

autonomous body responsible for assessing and 

accrediting HEIs in India. It applies a rigorous 

quality assurance process that evaluates various 

parameters, including curriculum, teaching-learning 

processes, research, infrastructure, and student 

support services (NAACA, 2023). 

The Role of NACA in Promoting Sustainability: 
        NACA can integrate sustainability principles 

into its accreditation framework to encourage HEIs 

to prioritize sustainability in their operations and 

academic offerings. Here’s how: 

 Developing Sustainability Criteria: 
             NACA can establish specific criteria for 

assessing an HEI's commitment to sustainability. 

These criteria could encompass: 

1.Curriculum: Existence of sustainability-focused 

courses, integration of sustainability principles 

across disciplines, and opportunities for experiential 

learning in sustainability. 

2.Research: Focus on sustainability research 

themes, collaboration with industry and government 

on sustainability projects, and promotion of research 
that addresses local and regional sustainability 

challenges. 

3.Operations: Adoption of green infrastructure and 

practices, energy and water conservation measures, 

waste management strategies, and promotion of 

sustainable transportation within the campus. 

4.Community Engagement: Outreach programs that 

promote sustainability awareness in the community, 

partnerships with local stakeholders on 

sustainability initiatives, and contributions to 

achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

Grading System: 
          NACA’s grading system can incorporate 

sustainability considerations. Higher weightage can 

be given to HEIs demonstrating a strong 

commitment to sustainability practices. 

Capacity Building: 
          NACA can organize workshops and training 

programs for HEI faculty and staff on integrating 

sustainability into teaching, research, and 

operations. 

Benefits of Integrating Sustainability into 

Accreditation: 

           Encouraging HEIs to prioritize sustainability 

through accreditation offers several advantages: 

Empowering Future Generations: HEIs can equip 

students with the knowledge, skills, and values 

necessary to address sustainability challenges 

(UNESCO, 2022). 

Enhancing Research and Innovation: A focus on 

sustainability can drive research efforts towards 

developing solutions for environmental and social 

problems . 

Promoting Sustainable Practices: HEIs can serve 

as models for sustainable operations, influencing 
businesses and communities to adopt sustainable 

practices . 
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Meeting Global Commitments: Integrating 

sustainability into accreditation aligns with India’s 

commitments to international agreements like the 

Paris Agreement and the SDGs . 

Examples of Global Accreditation Practices 

            Several international accreditation bodies are 

incorporating sustainability into their frameworks. 

Here are a few examples: 

The Association of Advance Collegiate Schools of 

Business (AACSB): AACSB’s accreditation 

standards encourage business schools to integrate 

sustainability into their curriculum and research 

(AACSB, 2023). 

The Sustainability Accounting Standards Board 

(SASB): SASB’s industry-specific sustainability 

accounting standards can be used by HEIs to report 

on their environmental and social performance 

(SASB, 2021). 

The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI): GRI 

provides a framework for sustainability reporting 

that HEIs can utilize to communicate their 

sustainability commitments and performance (GRI, 

2020). 

Conclusion: 

        NACA has the potential to be a powerful driver 

of sustainability in Indian higher education. By 

integrating sustainability principles into its 

accreditation framework, NACA can encourage 

HEIs to prioritize sustainability in their core 

functions. This will empower future generations, 

foster research and innovation, and promote 

sustainable practices across the country. 
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