
 

International Journal of Advance and Applied Research 
www.ijaar.co.in 

 

ISSN – 2347-7075 Impact Factor – 8.141 
Peer Reviewed  Bi-Monthly   

 

Vol. 11 No. 6  July-Aug 2024  
 

52 

 

The Impact and Development of Tourism in India 
 

Dr. Narendra Dhabai  
Assistant professor in VSY, Department of Heritage and tourism@  

University of kota, kota, rajasthan 

Corresponding Author: Dr. Narendra Dhabai  
Email: dhabhaikota@gmail.com 

DOI- 10.5281/zenodo.13194819  
 

 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the growth and impact of tourism in India, examining its contributions to the 

economy, cultural exchanges, and challenges. It highlights key tourist destinations, government initiatives, and 

future prospects for the industry. 
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Introduction: 

1 Background: 

Tourism in India has a long history, deeply 

intertwined with its rich cultural and historical 

heritage. This sector has seen significant growth in 

recent years. 

2 Objectives: 

1. To analyze the economic impact of tourism in 

India. 

2. To explore cultural exchanges facilitated by 

tourism. 

3. To identify challenges and propose solutions for 

sustainable tourism development.  

Historical Perspective of Tourism in India 

Ancient Times: 
Tourism in India can trace its roots back to 

ancient times when Buddhist monks, traders, and 

scholars traveled from various parts of the world to 

visit this land. Renowned ancient universities like 

Nalanda and Takshashila attracted scholars from far 

and wide. Cities located along trade routes, such as 

Varanasi and Pataliputra, thrived with the influx of 

merchants and travelers. 

Medieval Period: 

During the Mughal and British periods, 

tourism in India witnessed significant developments. 

The Mughals built magnificent architectural marvels 

and gardens, including the Taj Mahal, Red Fort, and 

Fatehpur Sikri, which continue to be major tourist 

attractions today. The British era saw the 

development of the railway network and the 

establishment of hill stations like Shimla and 

Mussoorie, further boosting tourism. 

Economic Contributions of Tourism 

Foreign Exchange Earnings: 

Tourism is a vital sector contributing 

significantly to India's economy. It is a major source 

of foreign exchange earnings. In 2019, India earned 

approximately $30 billion from tourism. These 

earnings play a crucial role in strengthening the 

country's economic stability. 

Employment Generation: 

Tourism provides employment to millions 

of people. The sector includes hotels, restaurants, 

transportation services, and handicraft industries, 

which are directly linked to tourism and benefit 

significantly from it. According to the World Travel 

and Tourism Council, in 2018, the Indian tourism 

industry generated around 42.9 million jobs, 

accounting for about 8.1% of total employment. 

Cultural Exchange through Tourism 

Promotion of Culture and Traditions: 

Tourism is not only economically beneficial 

but also culturally significant. It promotes 

understanding and tolerance among different 

cultures. Tourists get to experience Indian culture, 

traditions, and rituals closely. Visits to temples, 

mosques, churches, and gurdwaras introduce tourists 

to India's religious and cultural diversity. 

Preservation of Local Arts and Crafts: 

Tourism plays a crucial role in the 

preservation of local arts and crafts. The purchase of 

local handicrafts by tourists not only provides 

economic support but also aids in the conservation 

of these crafts. Examples include Jaipur's blue 

pottery, Banarasi sarees, and Kashmiri shawls. 

Major Tourist Destinations in India 

Taj Mahal: 

The Taj Mahal, considered a symbol of 

love, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site located in 

Agra. Built from white marble, it was constructed 

by Shah Jahan in memory of his wife Mumtaz 

Mahal. The Taj Mahal attracts millions of tourists 

every year and is a major highlight of Indian 

tourism. 

Rajasthan: 

Rajasthan is renowned for its palaces, forts, 

and cultural heritage. Major attractions include the 

Hawa Mahal in Jaipur, the Lake Palace in Udaipur, 
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and the Mehrangarh Fort in Jodhpur. Additionally, 

Rajasthan's fairs and festivals, such as the Pushkar 

Fair and Jaipur Literature Festival, are very popular. 

Goa: 
Goa is famous for its beautiful beaches and 

vibrant nightlife. Every year, millions of domestic 

and international tourists visit Goa to enjoy its 

serene beaches. The tranquil environment, exquisite 

seafood, and Portuguese architecture enchant 

tourists. 

Kerala: 

Kerala, known as "God's Own Country," is 

famous for its lush landscapes, backwaters, and 

Ayurvedic treatments. Major attractions include the 

backwaters of Alappuzha, tea plantations of 

Munnar, and the beaches of Kovalam. Kerala's 

houseboat cruises and Ayurvedic spas are also very 

popular. 

Himalayas: 

The Himalayan region is famous for its 

natural beauty and adventure activities. Destinations 

such as Shimla, Manali, Leh-Ladakh, and 

Dharamshala are major tourist attractions. Activities 

like trekking, mountaineering, and river rafting 

attract adventure tourists to this region. 

Government Initiatives to Promote Tourism 

Incredible India Campaign: 

In 2002, the Government of India launched 

the "Incredible India" campaign. The campaign 

aimed to present India as an attractive tourist 

destination and attract foreign tourists. Under this 

campaign, various promotional activities were 

carried out in different countries to highlight India's 

tourist destinations, giving a new identity to Indian 

tourism. 

E-Visa Facility: 

To facilitate tourists, the Government of 

India has introduced the e-Visa facility. Under this 

facility, tourists can apply for visas online without 

needing to visit Indian embassies or consulates. This 

facility has proven helpful in increasing the number 

of foreign tourists. 

Swadesh Darshan Scheme: 

The Swadesh Darshan Scheme aims to 

develop and promote various tourist destinations 

across India. The scheme focuses on the 

development of theme-based tourism circuits in 

different regions of India. It aims to strengthen the 

infrastructure of tourist destinations and enhance 

tourists' experiences. 

PRASHAD Scheme: 

The Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual 

Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD) focuses on 

developing the infrastructure of pilgrimage sites to 

provide a better experience to pilgrims and tourists. 

This initiative aims to develop world-class 

infrastructure at religious sites to boost religious 

tourism. 

 

Dekho Apna Desh Campaign: 

To encourage domestic tourism, the 

Government of India launched the "Dekho Apna 

Desh" campaign. This initiative aims to encourage 

Indian citizens to travel within the country and 

explore its diverse cultural and natural heritage. This 

campaign highlights lesser-known destinations and 

promotes offbeat travel experiences. 

Challenges Faced by the Tourism Sector in India 

Infrastructure Deficit: 

One of the biggest challenges faced by the 

tourism sector in India is the lack of adequate 

infrastructure. Many tourist destinations lack proper 

roads, airports, and railway stations. Additionally, 

the lack of facilities at tourist sites poses a 

significant problem. 

Environmental Issues: 

Increasing crowding and uncontrolled 

construction activities at tourist sites are leading to 

environmental problems. Plastic waste, water 

pollution, and the destruction of wildlife habitats 

pose serious threats to the environment. Sustainable 

tourism is essential for environmental protection. 

Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic: 

The COVID-19 pandemic has severely 

impacted the tourism industry. Lockdowns and 

travel restrictions brought the tourism industry to a 

standstill. Although the situation is gradually 

improving, addressing post-pandemic challenges 

remains a significant task. 

Safety and Hygiene: 

Safety and hygiene are crucial issues for 

tourists. Many tourist destinations lack proper 

cleanliness, causing inconvenience to tourists. 

Additionally, security concerns also pose a 

significant challenge to the tourism industry. 

Unregulated Tourism Activities: 

The unregulated growth of tourism 

activities can lead to several issues, including 

environmental degradation, cultural erosion, and 

infrastructure strain. Overcrowding at popular 

tourist sites can damage the delicate ecosystems and 

cultural heritage. 

Sustainable Tourism 

Environmental Sustainability: 

The primary goal of sustainable tourism is 

to promote environmental sustainability. This 

requires adherence to environmental regulations and 

raising awareness among tourists. Involving local 

communities can also help promote sustainable 

tourism. 

Conservation of Cultural Heritage: 

Another important goal of sustainable 

tourism is the conservation of cultural heritage. This 

requires controlled construction activities at tourist 

sites and respect for local culture and traditions. The 

preservation of local arts and crafts is also part of 

sustainable tourism. 
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Responsible Travel: 

Responsible travel is essential for 

sustainable tourism. Tourists need to understand that 

their actions impact the environment and local 

communities. Therefore, tourists should travel in an 

environmentally friendly manner and respect local 

culture and traditions. 

Future Prospects of Tourism in India 

Digital Transformation: 

The future of tourism in India looks 

promising, especially with the integration of digital 

technologies. Digital marketing, virtual tours, and 

online booking platforms are revolutionizing the 

tourism industry. These technologies enhance the 

tourist experience and make travel planning more 

convenient. 

Medical and Wellness Tourism: 

India has immense potential in the field of 

medical and wellness tourism. With world-class 

healthcare facilities and affordable treatments, India 

can attract medical tourists from around the globe. 

Additionally, Ayurveda and yoga are gaining 

international recognition, boosting wellness tourism. 

Ecotourism: 

Ecotourism focuses on responsible travel to 

natural areas that conserves the environment and 

improves the well-being of local people. India, with 

its rich biodiversity and natural landscapes, offers 

vast opportunities for ecotourism. Promoting 

ecotourism can help in the conservation of natural 

resources and support local communities. 

Adventure Tourism: 

The diverse topography of India provides 

numerous opportunities for adventure tourism. 

Activities such as trekking, mountaineering, river 

rafting, and wildlife safaris are gaining popularity. 

Developing adventure tourism can attract thrill-

seekers and promote lesser-known destinations. 

Cultural Tourism: 

India's rich cultural heritage, including 

festivals, art forms, and traditions, offers immense 

potential for cultural tourism. Promoting cultural 

tourism can help in preserving cultural heritage and 

providing economic benefits to local communities. 

Rural Tourism: 

Rural tourism aims to showcase the rural 

life, art, culture, and heritage in villages. It offers 

tourists an opportunity to experience the simplicity 

and authenticity of rural life. Developing rural 

tourism can provide economic benefits to rural 

communities and promote sustainable tourism 

practices. 

Cruise Tourism: 

Cruise tourism is an emerging sector in 

India, with the potential to attract both domestic and 

international tourists. Developing ports and 

infrastructure for cruise tourism can open new 

avenues for tourism growth, especially along India's 

long coastline. 

Heritage Tourism: 

India's numerous UNESCO World Heritage 

Sites offer vast potential for heritage tourism. 

Promoting heritage tourism can help in the 

preservation and restoration of historical sites and 

provide a deeper understanding of India's rich 

history. 

Film Tourism: 

Film tourism, where tourists visit locations 

featured in movies and TV shows, is gaining 

popularity. India's diverse landscapes and historical 

sites provide perfect backdrops for films, attracting 

fans to visit these locations. 

Conclusion 

Tourism in India is a vibrant sector that 

significantly contributes to the country's economy 

and cultural heritage. Its historical evolution, 

ranging from ancient trade routes to contemporary 

travel experiences, showcases India's rich and 

diverse allure. The economic contributions through 

foreign exchange earnings and employment 

generation are substantial, while the cultural 

exchange fosters understanding and preservation of 

local arts and traditions. Government initiatives like 

the Incredible India campaign, e-Visa facilities, and 

schemes such as Swadesh Darshan and PRASHAD 

have propelled the growth of tourism. Despite these 

efforts, challenges such as infrastructure deficits, 

environmental concerns, and the impact of the 

COVID-19 pandemic remain significant hurdles. 

Sustainable tourism emerges as a crucial 

strategy, emphasizing environmental sustainability, 

cultural heritage conservation, and responsible 

travel. Future prospects for Indian tourism are 

promising, with digital transformation, medical and 

wellness tourism, ecotourism, adventure tourism, 

cultural tourism, rural tourism, cruise tourism, 

heritage tourism, and film tourism offering diverse 

opportunities for growth. By addressing current 

challenges and embracing sustainable practices, 

India can continue to enhance its appeal as a premier 

global tourist destination, thereby enriching its 

economy and preserving its cultural legacy for 

future generations. 
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