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Abstract 

This paper deals with community engagement how it could be 

invigorated through pre-service teacher education. Community 

engagement is a quintessential object for the progression of 

society. This paper argues that community engagement in pre-

service teacher education can help inculcate social, moral and 

spiritual values among school students. The relationship 

between school students and preservice teacher education 

curriculum is that unless a student-teacher inculcates social, 

moral and spiritual values in himself first, school students 

cannot imbibe those values. Therefore, community engagement 

becomes an integral part of teacher-education curriculum. In 

addition, sustainable development goals could be achieved in a 

stipulated time. 

Keywords: Community Engagement, Values, Preservice 

Teachers 

Introduction 

“I have never been able to make a fetish of literary training. My experience has 

proved to my satisfaction that literary training by itself adds not an inch to one’s 

more height and that character building is independent of literary training.” 

– M.K. Gandhi (in Young India, 1-06-1921) 

M.K. Gandhi, while talking about inadequacy of prevailing education in his 

book Towards New Education, discussed the meaning and objective of education. 

He rightly mentioned that mere zeal for gaining knowledge cannot justify the 

needs of society. It cannot offer an answer or solution to the prevailing problem, 



IJAAR   Vol.6 Issue-2               ISSN – 2347-7075 

55 

 Dr Govindaiah Godavarthi 

 

 

unless and until a man is educated socially, morally and spiritually. Man is a 

social animal and he should have social responsibility. Primitive man fought for 

food. Medieval man fought for survival. Modern man is fighting for power. Man 

has been in sought to quench his curiosity, which results in disturbances in 

society. The advent of scientific achievements, technological advancements, 

industrialization helped man to progress multi-fold but, in this process, he has 

forgotten to engage himself with society. The paradox of modern man is 

fascinated by new technologies and he is trying to inhabit other planets but 

unable to protect his present habitat - forgetting the life skills and ignoring the 

importance of agriculture, art etc., which are bed rock foundations for man’s 

survival. 

The curriculum for the two-year preservice teacher education has been 

revised based on NCFTE 2009. It has laid emphasis on positive attitudes 

towards children, supporting experiential learning, providing learner-friendly 

environment in school, professional growth of teachers, orienting learners 

towards social, cultural and moral values and promoting unity in society. 

Teaching of theories in classrooms cannot motivate students to respond 

towards social evils or problems – drug abuse, child-marriages, global warming, 

pollution, addiction to electronic gadgets, etc. In addition, eroding value system 

in our society has paved the young graduates commit cybercrimes and it is most 

disturbing phenomenon in modern society. 

1. Experiential Learning 

Learning through experience is an ancient concept. Greek philosopher 

Aristotle, in his Nichomachean Ethics written in 350 BC says, ―…for the things 

we have to learn before we can do them, we learn by doing them‖. Gandhi said 

work and education are not separate. Theory and practice should go hand in 

hand. They should meet at the end of reality of life. Experiential learning, as it 

can be understood in general, is a process of learning through experience. It is 

variously defined as ―learning through reflection on doing‖, ―a method of 

educating through first-hand experience skills‖, or knowledge and experience 

―acquired outside of the traditional academic classroom setting‖. These kinds of 

learning involve field trips, internships, research etc. 
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John Dewey and Jean Piaget were the first to study and explore the concept of 

experiential learning. However, it was educational theorist David A. Kolb who 

popularized the concept. He along with Ron Fry developed the theory of 

experiential learning. This theory is based on the idea that ―learning is a 

process‖ and ―knowledge is created through transformation of experience‖. 

Community engagement is also an experiential learning because while students 

participate in community engagement they learn through their own experience 

and use that knowledge in their classroom teaching. It would also help to 

identify his needs and conceive their role in productive situations. 

2. Community Engagement 

Community engagement means different things to different people. However 

the term is widely used as involvement and participation and to describe a 

number of activities. Seeing and observing community life outside of the schools 

raises student teachers’ awareness of the importance of community-based 

learning and associating with the communities. They will predict the 

necessity and the effect of community engagement on the lives of their future 

students. Community Engagement and service learning are found to be the best 

ways to educate the student teachers as the teacher plays a key role in educating 

society. 

There is an inter-dependent relationship between higher education 

institutions (HEIs) and communities; the latter offers human resources essential 

for the HEIs system to exist, grow and accomplish their goals while the former 

train and nurture learners to be a part of workforce and establish value-based 

society. 

In higher education, community engagement can be defined as ―collaboration 

between institutions of higher education and their larger communities for the 

mutually beneficial exchange of knowledge and resources in a context of 

partnership and reciprocity‖ (New England Higher Education). Community 

engagement involves partnerships, sustainable networks, communication media, 

and activities at different levels. 

All these can be addressed through implementation of work education and 

experiential learning and service learning. Incorporating these things into 
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curriculum could drive learners towards moral values, respect, responsibility, 

love and care for others which is lacking in today’s world. In general, work 

education is seen as manual yet meaningful and purposive. Thus, it becomes 

useful to community and offers self-fulfilment to learners. The competencies, 

which are desired and integrated in the field, have to include need-based 

activities: 

i. Environment & Ecology 

ii. Culture & Recreation 

iii. Nutrition & Health 

iv. Population 

v. Value Education 

vi. Communication & Mass Media 

vii. Information Technology (IT) 

viii. Consumer Education 

In 2002, the National Curriculum Framework for School Education laid 

emphasis on the philosophy and concept of work education. The activities 

related to work education have to be conducted in a way that the objectives of 

work education especially imparting values be achieved. Such objectives are 

values of cooperativeness, self-reliance, tolerance, perseverance, helpfulness, and 

regard for manual work. In addition, due concern for the community, work ethics 

and desirable attitudes may be achieved. Work education also help learners 

identify various needs, including personal, family and community. A bunch of 

such needs are regard for health, hygiene, food, clothing, recreation, shelter, 

service, and society that is progressing technologically. 

Engagement activities, which focus on interaction between higher education 

and communities, could be formal or informal. Such initiatives include 

collaborations, relationship- building, business ventures, sponsorships for 

conferences and meetings, co-curricular activities and projects. Resource centres 

like libraries and media of the HEIs offer needed information and support to 

communities in society. 

3. Pedagogy and Student Outcome 
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Incorporating the above-mentioned processes in curriculum will develop 

student- teachers’ skills and abilities: 

 critical thinking 

 integrative learning 

 civic engagement 

 global competitiveness 

In HEIs, teaching and training play vital role in community development 

(Goddard 2007; Duke 2008). Teaching performance, and community service 

being the major aspects of the curriculum, teachers would have greater emphasis 

on teaching the same to their students and make them to engage in regular 

community service activities at all levels. It is worth noting that present 

students and alumni are the link between HEIs and communities. Therefore, 

HEIs could change student’s values and attitudes. And help them develop a 

sense of belonging and serious concern for the environment as well as make 

them aware of socio-economic issues of society. 

Conclusion 

Integrating community engagement into preservice teacher education 

curriculum would prove beneficial for teachers, students and the community. 

Teacher has an active role to take part in holistic development of learners—

shaping his or her values, attitudes and behaviour. Besides imparting necessary 

twenty first century skills such as digital literacy, information technology and 

artificial intelligence, pre-service teachers’ curriculum should give importance to 

values—social, ethical, philosophical and technological. Community engagement 

can be seen as education away from hierarchies and classrooms to network and 

ecologies. It is needless to say that to bring attitudinal changes, role of a 

teacher is the central element for the success of any educational programme. 

Therefore, student-teachers must be guided, motivated and trained in preservice 

teacher education programmes itself. 
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