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Abstract:

Sports participation in schools not only enhances student development but also serves
as a catalyst for infrastructure growth through targeted funding schemes. This case study
examines the relationship between active school sports involvement and physical
infrastructure development in a selected school from Akola district, Maharashtra. Data were
collected from school records, official funding sanction letters, and interviews with school
authorities. Findings reveal that consistent participation and achievements in district- and
state-level sports competitions enabled the school to secure substantial funding under the
Akola District Sports Ground Development Fund and Gymnasium Development Fund.
Specifically, 317,00,000 was sanctioned for sports equipment, storage facilities, and an
indoor gymnasium, with an additional Z7,00,000 proposal for an open gymnasium pending
approval. The study highlights that strong sports records significantly improve the likelihood
of funding approvals, leading to the enhancement of sports and related physical facilities. It
recommends promoting active student participation, maintaining detailed sports records, and
strengthening collaboration with sports authorities to maximize development opportunities.
The results underscore that prioritizing sports can simultaneously advance both student
performance and institutional infrastructure.
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Introduction:

Sports and physical education play
a vital role not only in the overall
development of students but also in the
growth and enhancement of school
infrastructure.  Active participation in
sports at the school level often attracts
support from various governmental and
non-governmental schemes, which
contribute to the physical development of
the institution. This research focuses on

how active sports participation has led to
significant infrastructure improvements in
the school under various development
funds in Akola district.

Objectives:

1. To study the impact of school
sports  participation on  the
development of physical
infrastructure.
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2. To highlight the support received
under Akola District  Sports
Ground Development Fund.

3. To analyse the role of Gymnasium
Development Fund in improving
sports facilities.

4. To provide insights on how
proposals and funding can improve
school infrastructure.

Research Problem:

In many schools, lack of sports
participation results in missed
opportunities for funding and
infrastructure development. Schools that
actively participate in sports are more
likely to receive grants and support under
various schemes. This study aims to
explore the link between  sports
participation and infrastructure growth,
specifically in the context of Akola
district.

Hypothesis:
1. Active school participation in
sports leads to increased funding

and improved physical
infrastructure.
Methodology:

e Type of Research: Descriptive
Case Study

e Study Area: Akola District

e Sampling Method: Case Study of a
Single School
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Data Collection Tools:

e School records and documents on
sports participation and
achievements.

e Official funding sanction letters
under various government
schemes.

e Interviews with school authorities.

Case Details: Funding and
Infrastructure Development:

The school has  actively
participated in various sports activities at
the district and state level, which has
resulted in substantial infrastructure
development through the following
sanctioned funds:

e Under the Akola District Sports
Ground Development  Fund:
3,00,000 rupees worth of sports
equipment sanctioned.

e Under the same fund: 7,00,000
rupees sanctioned for construction
of a storage facility.

e Under the Gymnasium
Development  Fund:  7,00,000
rupees sanctioned for the
construction of an indoor
gymnasium.

e A proposal worth 7,00,000 has
been submitted for the approval of
an open gymnasium.

e Total Funding rupees 17,00,000
rupees has been received and
completed work.

e Fund rupees 7,00,000 , awaiting
propose
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Analysis:

The analysis of the case shows that
the school's strong engagement in sports
has attracted significant infrastructure
funding. The total funds sanctioned
amount to X17,00,000, with an additional
proposal of 27,00,000 under consideration.
This demonstrates a clear connection
between  sports  participation  and
infrastructure development.

Findings:

e Sports participation at the school
level directly influences the
chances of receiving infrastructure
funding.

e District-level schemes such as the
Akola District Sports Ground
Development Fund play a
significant role in upgrading school
facilities.

e Gymnasium Development Fund
has been instrumental in creating
indoor and outdoor sports facilities.

e Proposals backed by strong sports
records are more likely to be
approved.

Suggestions:
e Encourage  maximum  student
participation in inter-school and
district-level sports competitions.
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e Maintain detailed sports
achievement records to support
funding proposals.

e Collaborate with local sports
authorities for more development
opportunities.

e Focus on the maintenance and
effective use of newly developed
infrastructure.

Conclusion:

This case study clearly indicates
that active school sports participation is a
key factor in attracting infrastructure
development funds. The example of the
Akola district school's funding approvals
for sports equipment, storage facilities, and
gymnasiums highlights the direct benefits
of sports involvement. Schools that
prioritize sports can not only improve
student performance but also significantly
upgrade their physical infrastructure.
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