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Abstract:

The study was executed to identify the effectiveness of online learning vs traditional
classroom learning. Further identify the opportunities & challenges faced by students in both
online and traditional learning environments. This study is qualitative in nature. Information for
the research purpose was collected through secondary sources. This study concluded that both
the modes of learning have their own opportunities and challenges. The research identifies key
opportunities experienced by students in online environment consist of flexibility of time, cost
saving, access of recorded lecture and challenges includes lack of personal interaction,
distraction. The opportunities experienced by students in traditional classroom learning include
better interaction with teachers, and improved discipline and focus. Similarly, challenges faced
by students in the offline environment include fixed schedules and less flexibility. The conclusion
clearly indicates that a combination of both learning modes is essential in the higher education
environment for the excellent career growth of students. This study will be useful for
policymakers, students, educators.

Keywords: Online Learning, Traditional Classroom Learning, Effectiveness of Learning
Mode.

Introduction:

Online learning is an educational
approach where students participate in a
fully virtual setting. It was first introduced in
the 1990s with the advent of the internet and
became a key component of distance
learning. Now, online learning (or e-

engaging directly with instructors and fellow
students. This approach, which has been in
use for centuries, follows a structured
curriculum with fixed course schedules and
deadlines. The opportunities experienced by
students in online environment consist of
flexibility of time, cost saving, access of

learning) is widely used in higher education,
allowing students from various geographical
locations to engage with academic
institutions and peers online. This mode of
learning offers flexibility, enabling students
to progress at their own pace while pursuing
a degree or certificate Online learning
provides an internet-based platform that
connects students from diverse backgrounds,
bringing together different perspectives.
Traditional classroom learning is the method
where students learn in a physical
classroom, attending in-person lectures and

recorded lecture and challenges includes
lack of personal interaction, distraction. The
opportunities experienced by students in
traditional classroom learning include better
interaction with teachers and improved
discipline and focus. Similarly, challenges
faced by students in the offline environment
include fixed schedules and less flexibility.

Review of Literature:

Sumia Fatimal, Tayyaba ldrees2, Sidra
Hamid3, Muhammad Umar4 (2022), The
study was Conducted study on A
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Comparative  Study of Online and
Traditional (Face to Face) Learning. The
study was focused on comparative study of
online vs. traditional learning in order to
assess students’ viewpoint about online
learning and to assess various aspects of
online classes when compared with physical
classes. The study was found that traditional
learning is more effective as compared to
online learning. The study highlighted that
Weak internet connection happened to be the
biggest hurdle to online learning followed by
lack of technical expertise of the university
and the students. The study concluded that
elimination of problems associated with
online learning can evolve into an efficient
mode of learning in the near future.
R.Revathy (2021), The study was
Conducted study on A Comparative Study
between E-Learning and  Traditional
Learning. The main objective of the study
was to analyse how much online learning is
beneficial and to determine how much
traditional learning is beneficial and to
determine how much online learning is more
effective than traditional learning and to
determine how much online learning is more
effective than traditional learning. The study
identified future growth of E-learning is
purely dependent on the standard of content,
technology used, learner expertise and
university recognition. The study concluded
that the Indian government needs to
concentrate on e-learning validation and
recognition to ensure more adoption of e-
learning among learners.

Amit Shet (2024), A Research Study was
conducted on New Horizons in Teaching: A
Comparative Review of Online and
Traditional Teaching Methods. The study
was focused on key factors such as student
engagement, learning outcomes,
accessibility, and overall efficacy. The study
also explores the potential of hybrid or
blended learning models that combine
elements of both online and traditional
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education. The main objective of the study
was to analyze the strengths and weaknesses
of both online and traditional teaching
methods. The study found that Traditional
classrooms were valued for immediate
feedback, social interaction, and hands-on
learning experiences. Online education
offers flexibility, cost-effectiveness, and
broader access to resources but faces
criticisms  regarding reduced  personal
interaction and potential motivational
challenges. The study concluded that the
need for a balanced approach to teaching
that incorporates both online and traditional
elements.

Rationale:

This study examines the
effectiveness of online learning versus
traditional ~ classroom  learning  using
secondary data. With the growing shift
toward digital education, it is essential to
analyze existing research on student
engagement, comprehension, and academic
performance in both modes. By reviewing
previous studies, this research aims to
identify key trends and insights. The
findings  will  help  educators and
policymakers enhance learning strategies for
better outcomes.

Research  Questions:  Through this

research, we will try to find out the

answers to the following questions.

e Which mode of learning is more
effective, online or traditional classroom
learning?

e What are the key opportunities and
challenges faced by students in both

online and  traditional  learning
environments?
Objectives of the Study:

1. To understand the effectiveness of
Online Learning VS Traditional
Classroom Learning.

2. To identify the Opportunities &
Challenges faced by students in both
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online and traditional learning
environments. Research Methodology:

3. To provide suggestions and This study is qualitative and
recommendations for improving the exploratory research based on secondary

effectiveness of both online and data sources. The secondary data collected

traditional classroom learning. through theories, websites, blogs, research
papers, bulletin, government policies,
articles and journals.

Findings:
Factors Modes of Learning
Academic Online Learning-

Performance Equal performance by students Slightly better in Academic outcomes

Lower performance by students having low self-discipline and poor time
management.

Traditional Classroom Learning-

Systematic schedules and direct teacher supervision -Collaborative activities
and immediate feedback.

Student Online Learning-

Engagement Engagement level increases by interactive tools.

No face-to-face interaction Feeling of isolation and less motivation
Traditional Classroom Learning-

Higher level engagement through in-person interactions, group
discussions and hands on activities.

Physical presence with active participation.

Flexibility and [ Online Learning-

Accessibility Greater flexibility, learning as per own pace and schedule.

Beneficial for students in remote and undeserved areas.

Traditional Classroom Learning-

Less flexible

Limited access for some students due to geographic location and
transportation

Learning Online Learning-

Retention Lower retention rates

Multimedia resources enhance retention to visual and auditory learners
Traditional Classroom Learning-

Higher retention rates

Hands on activities and peer interactions

Costand Online Learning-
Resource More cost-effective for institutions and students
Efficiency Initial setup costs are high

Traditional Classroom Learning-
Higher costs for physical facilities, utilities and transportation
Resource intensive.

Social Online Learning-

Interaction and | Limited social interaction opportunities

Collaboration | Virtual Collaboration tools cannot replace in person need
Traditional Classroom Learning-

Rich social interactions and networking opportunities
Natural and effective group projects and discussions
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Technological | Online Learning-
Challenges Technical issues
Challenge to adapt and learn new technology
Traditional Classroom Learning-
Fewer technological barriers
Lack the integration of modern educational technologies
Student Online Learning-

Satisfaction

Depends on the quality of the online platform and self-motivate ability of
the student

Pros are convenience and flexibility and cons is limitation to social aspect
Traditional Classroom Learning-

Structured environment and social interactions

More support and classroom engagement

Long-Term
Outcomes

Online Learning-

Useful for skill based and technical courses

Lack the holistic development

Traditional Classroom Learning-

Suits for holistic education

Collaborative work environment and real-world interactions.

Suggestion / Recommendation General

Suggestion:
e Provide students and educators with
easy access to technology and online

learning  platforms to  improve
academic performance and
engagement.

e Promote interactive teaching methods
like discussions and group projects to
increase student involvement and
participation.

e Offer a mix of online and in-person
learning opportunities to
accommodate diverse learning styles
and schedules, making education more
accessible.

For Policymaker:

e Policymakers should support hybrid
learning to improve accessibility.

e They must close the digital gap by
enhancing infrastructure, internet
access, and device availability.

e Accreditation standards need updating
to align with modern, technology-
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driven education.

For Students:
e Students should identify  their
preferred learning styles for better
engagement.

e They should also speak up and seek
the support they need for academic
success.

For Educators:

e Educators should recognize diverse
learning styles to enhance student
engagement.

e They should also provide necessary
support and resources to help students
succeed.

Educational Institutions:

e Educational institutions can enhance
online  pedagogy along  with
supporting student well-being.

e By adopting universal design for
learning, institutions can also show the
support to the students.

Government:
e Government can fund research and
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innovation for the study of more
advanced and emerging trends in
technology towards modes of learning.

e Education policy can be reformed by
the government for encourage both the
learning platforms.

Conclusion:

As per the conclusion, it has been
cleared that there should be a combination of
ways of modes of learning in the higher
education level environment, which will be
more effective for students personal and
educational growth. The subject matter,
student demographics, and the quality of
course delivery and much more factors,
shows the effectiveness online learning
versus traditional classroom learning.
Flexibility and accessibility are provided by
online learning and the structured and
interactive  environment  offered by
traditional classrooms. The combination of
the strengths of both methods included in
the hybrid mode of learning offers the most
effective solutions to satisfy the diverse
needs of different students.
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