International Journal of Advance and Applied Research
www.ijaar.co.in

ISSN - 2347-7075 Impact Factor - 8.141
Peer Reviewed Bi-Monthly

Vol. 6 No. 40 September - October - 2025
Tribal Society and Business

Mr. Phulari Bhagwat Gopal

Corresponding Author — Mr. Phulari Bhagwat Gopal
DOI - 10.5281/zenodo.17663691

Abstract:

India’s tribal communities, collectively known as Adivasis, possess a deep connection with
their natural environment, which shapes their traditional economies, cultural practices, and
livelihoods. These communities, residing primarily in forests, hills, and remote rural areas, have
historically sustained themselves through agriculture, forest-based activities, animal husbandry, and
artisanal crafts. While their economic systems are rooted in sustainability and community
cooperation, they face multiple challenges in the wake of globalization, displacement, and socio-
economic marginalization. This paper explores the intricate relationship between tribal society and
business, highlighting traditional knowledge systems, the evolution of economic practices, and the
impact of modern policy interventions. Through case studies and analysis, it emphasizes the need for
balancing cultural preservation with developmental opportunities.
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Introduction:

The word Adivasi is derived from two
Sanskrit terms — Adi (origin) and Vasi
(inhabitant) — referring to the original
inhabitants of a region. According to the
Census of India (2011), the tribal population in
the country was 10.43 crore, constituting 8.6%
of the total population. In ancient Sanskrit
literature, tribal groups were often referred to
as Atvik, meaning people of the forest,
reflecting their strong relationship with nature.
Tribal communities are often the custodians of
water, forest, and land resources.

India’s tribal population is diverse,
with major communities including the Andha,
Gond, Kharwar, Munda, Khadia, Bodo, Bhil,
Koli, Sahariya, Santhal, Bhumij, Lobhra,
Birhor, Pardhi, Asur, Bhilala, Meena, and
Thakar. Geographically, tribals are
concentrated in states such as Odisha, Madhya

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand,
and in the North-East, where some states like
Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh have tribal
majorities. Their livelihoods are
predominantly based on agriculture, forest
produce collection, animal husbandry, hunting,
fishing, and small-scale handicrafts.

Although they are often labeled as ‘backward’
due to low literacy rates and limited
integration into the modern economy, tribals
possess rich traditional knowledge in
agriculture, forestry, and ecological balance.
Their sustainable practices, passed down
orally from generation to generation,
demonstrate resilience, adaptability, and self-
reliance.

Overview of Tribal Communities in India:

India’s tribal groups vary widely in
language, customs, and social structures.
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While some communities maintain semi-
nomadic lifestyles, others are settled
agriculturists. Social organization is often
clan-based, with decision-making vested in
councils of elders. Festivals, rituals, and oral
literature are intertwined with seasonal
agricultural cycles and nature worship.

Traditional Businesses and Livelihoods:
A) Agriculture and Allied Occupations:

Tribal communities often practice
jhum  (slash-and-burn) cultivation in hilly
areas, while settled tribes engage in plough
agriculture. Crops include cereals like rice and
maize, pulses, oilseeds, spices, and wild
vegetables. Agricultural tools are traditionally
crafted from locally available wood, chosen
for its durability and seasonal suitability.

B) Forest-Based Livelihoods:

Forests are the backbone of the tribal
economy, providing food, medicine, and raw
materials. Collection of Minor Forest Produce
(MFP) such as honey, lac, gums, bamboo,
medicinal herbs, and wild fruits forms a
significant part of household income.
Knowledge of medicinal plants and
ethnobotany is a hallmark of many tribes.

C) Animal Husbandry and Hunting:

Rearing cattle, goats, pigs, and poultry
complements crop cultivation. Fishing is
practiced by tribes in riverine areas, often
using traditional bamboo traps. Hunting,
though restricted  today, historically
supplemented diets with protein-rich game
meat.

D) Handicrafts and Cottage Industries:

Many tribes are skilled artisans
producing bamboo crafts, pottery, wood
carvings, bead jewelry, and textiles. These
crafts serve both functional and commercial
purposes and are increasingly marketed
through fairs and e-commerce platforms.
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Socio-Economic Challenges:

e Land Alienation: Large-scale
development projects often displace tribal
populations, leading to loss of agricultural
and forest lands.

e Market Access Barriers: Tribal artisans
and farmers  frequently rely on
middlemen, reducing their profit margins.

o Educational Gaps: Low literacy rates
hinder integration into formal markets.

e Policy Implementation Issues: Schemes
for tribal welfare often face bureaucratic
delays or mismanagement.

Impact of Globalization and
Modernization:
While modernization brings

opportunities like access to wider markets and
improved infrastructure, it also threatens
traditional skills and knowledge systems.
Many younger tribals are migrating to cities
for wage labor, leading to erosion of cultural
identity. However, tourism and handicraft
promotion initiatives offer potential for
economic revival.

Government Policies and NGO

Interventions:

e Forest Rights Act (2006): Recognizes
the rights of forest-dwelling tribes to land
and resources.

e Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA): Empowers
village councils in tribal areas.

e TRIFED (Tribal Cooperative
Marketing Development Federation of
India): Facilitates marketing of tribal
products.

e NGO Support: Organizations like
PRADAN and BAIF provide training in
modern agricultural techniques and
handicraft marketing.
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Case Studies:

1. Tussar Silk Weaving in Jharkhand:

Tribal women’s
revived traditional weaving, securing

cooperatives have

better incomes through fair-trade
networks.

2. Bamboo Craft in  Tripura:
Government-supported training

programs have expanded markets for
bamboo furniture and decorative
items.

Recommendations:

Strengthen direct market access through
digital platforms.

Develop  eco-tourism
highlight tribal culture.

projects that

Establish  vocational
focused on modern

training centers
applications  of
traditional skills.

Ensure participatory decision-making in
development planning.

Conclusion:

sustainable

Tribal societies in India exemplify
living through  harmonious
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coexistence with nature. Their traditional

businesses and

livelihood strategies hold

valuable lessons for modern sustainability
challenges. The future of tribal economies
depends on policies that protect their rights,
respect their culture, and integrate them into
broader economic systems without eroding
their identity.
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