International Journal of Advance and Applied Research
www.ijaar.co.in

ISSN - 2347-7075 Impact Factor - 8.141
Peer Reviewed Bi-Monthly

Vol. 7 No. 2 January - February - 2026

Social Media's Effect on English Language Practices in the Twenty-First Century as a

Linguistic Infrastructure

Bilure Suhasini Ramchandra
Research Scholar,

School of Languages and Literature, Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar Solapur University Solapur
Corresponding Author — Bilure Suhasini Ramchandra

DOI - 10.5281/zenodo.18654670

Abstract:

As digital technologies increasingly mediate human connection, cultural creation, information
transmission, and identity construction, the humanities are undergoing a fundamental structural,
epistemological, and methodological revolution in the twenty-first century. Social media platforms stand
out among these technologies as potent socio-technical ecosystems that actively organize, control,
normalize, and elevate particular linguistic patterns in addition to facilitating connection. As the most
widely used language for digital communication worldwide, English plays a key role in these platforms and
is changing quickly and in many ways.

This paper conceptualizes social media as a linguistic infrastructure—a foundational system that
shapes how language is produced, circulated, evaluated, and institutionalized in digitally networked
societies. Situated within the broader theme Humanities in the 21*" Century: Challenges and Opportunities
and the sub-theme Impact of Social Media on the English Language, the study provides a comprehensive,
theoretically grounded, and empirically informed analysis of how social media reshapes English language
practices across lexical, grammatical, orthographic, pragmatic, discursive, pedagogical, and ideological
dimensions.

In terms of methodology, the study uses a qualitative-descriptive and empirical-analytical research
design, incorporating ideas from media theory, discourse studies, digital humanities, sociolinguistics, and
critical pedagogy. To find recurrent linguistic patterns and communication techniques, observational data
is gathered from a few social media sites, such as YouTube, Instagram, WhatsApp, and X (Twitter). The
results show that social media simultaneously increases English's expressive, participatory, and
democratizing potential while undermining established standards of linguistic authority and uniformity. In
order to interact with social media as a key linguistic infrastructure influencing modern English, the paper
makes the case that the humanities must critically rethink their analytical frameworks. It ends by suggesting
institutional, ethical, and pedagogical strategies for maintaining linguistic responsibility in the digital age.

Keywords: Humanities, Social Media, English Language, Linguistic Infrastructure, Digital Humanities,
Language Change, Platform Discourse

Introduction: analysis, philosophical thought, and critical

1.Humanities in Change: Digital Environments
and Language Evolution:

The humanities have historically acted as
the intellectual arena where societies explore
language, literature, culture, history, ethics, and

methods of creating meaning. Grounded in textual

exploration, fields like linguistics, literary studies,
cultural studies, and philosophy have traditionally
concentrated on more stable textual formats—
published books, classic literary pieces, and
established language conventions. Nonetheless,

the communicative conditions of the twenty-first
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century have fundamentally changed this
environment.

The rapid expansion of digital

technologies, especially social media platforms,
has created new forms of interaction that are
immediate, participatory, multimodal, and driven
by algorithms. Language today flows not just
through books and classrooms but also through
tweets, posts, comments, reels, stories, memes,
and hashtags. These platforms do not serve as
neutral channels; instead, they play an active role
in determining how language is formed, assessed,
and distributed

2. Social Media and the Importance of English:

English holds a special status in digital
communication owing to historical, economic,
and technological reasons. Serving as the primary
language of the internet, international business,
and cross-border education, English acts as a
linguistic connection between cultures. Social
media enhances this function by establishing
cross-border communicative environments where
individuals from various linguistic backgrounds
engage in English, frequently mixing it with
native languages and cultural allusions. This has
resulted in the rise of hybrid forms like Hinglish,
Globish, and digitally influenced versions of
English.

3. Statement of the Problem:

Although social media significantly
impacts daily language practices, a large portion
of humanities research still regards digital English
as marginal, casual, or linguistically inadequate
relative to established standards. This normative
bias establishes a gap between theoretical models
of language and actual linguistic experiences. The
lack of a structured framework that defines social
media as a linguistic infrastructure limits the
humanities’ capacity to critically address modern
language shifts and their wider -cultural

consequences

4. The main goals of this study are:

e To envision social media as a linguistic
framework within modern humanities
discussions

e To investigate the structural and
functional effects of social media on
practices related to the English language

e To systematically record linguistic trends
arising from communication on social
media

e To examine the educational and moral
consequences of digital English in
humanities instruction

e To suggest a revitalized function for the
humanities in addressing changes in
digital language

5. Questions for Research:

e In what ways do social media serve as a
linguistic framework in the digital era?

e How do social media transform English
language usage across various linguistic
dimensions?

e What opportunities and challenges do
these changes pose for English studies
and the humanities?

Literature Review:
1. Digital Humanities and Changes in
Understanding:

Scholarship in digital humanities posits
that digital technologies require a reevaluation of
conventional humanistic knowledge frameworks.
Burdick et al, (2012), who contend that digital
spaces alter not only research practices but also
research subjects. Texts become fluid, networked,
and interactive; that is, they refuse linear
interpretations. This is supported by Schnapp and
Presner (2009), who argue that humanities
researchers need to study digital culture as a site

of meaning production.
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2. Digital Conversations:

Crystal's (2011) seminal research on
Internet linguistics highlights essential linguistic
characteristics of online communication, such as
abbreviation, informality, and multimodality.
Herring (2013) further illustrates that digital
communication displays norms specific to
platforms influenced by technological features.
These studies demonstrate that online language
usage is structured rather than erratic, regulated
by developing norms.

3. Social Media, Authority, and Algorithmic
Impact:

According to Van Dijck (2013) and
Fairclough (1995), the language used on digital
platforms is influenced by the power dynamics
inherent in technological systems. Algorithms
dictate visibility, engagement, and legitimacy,
affecting which linguistic styles rise to
prominence. This underscores the ideological
aspect of digital language usage, where language
choices are connected to platform economics and
management.

4. Gap in Research:

Although current literature recognizes
linguistic evolution in digital contexts, there has
been insufficient focus on conceptualizing social
media as a cohesive linguistic framework.
Furthermore, empirical research frequently stays
disconnected from wider humanities contexts.
This research tackles these shortcomings by
integrating theoretical examination with practical

observation.

Theoretical Framework: Social Media as
Language Foundation:
1. Understanding Infrastructure in Humanities
Research:

In the fields of humanities and social
theory, infrastructure encompasses not only
tangible systems like roads or communication

networks but also the foundational structures that

facilitate, influence, and limit social activities.
Researchers like Star and Bowker (2002)
highlight that infrastructures are mainly noticed
when they malfunction, though they quietly shape
daily existence. In the context of language,
infrastructure includes the standards,
organizations, technologies, and beliefs that
govern the creation and distribution of linguistic
expressions.

In this conceptual framework, social
media platforms operate as linguistic structures
by integrating language into technological
designs. These frameworks determine what is
considered communicable, visible, valuable, and
legitimate language
2. Linguistic Regulators in Social Media
Platforms:

Social media platforms do not just
accommodate language; they actively control it.
For instance, the character limits on X (previously
Twitter)  promote  syntactic  condensation,
abbreviations, and inventive spelling. Instagram
emphasizes a blend of visuals and text, affecting
caption formats and practical interpretation.
WhatsApp encourages relaxed and personal
conversations, whereas YouTube comments
promote discussions that are often dialogic and
contentious. These unique features of each
platform result in distinct forms of digital English
3. Authority in Language, Algorithms, and
Visibility:

A vital aspect of linguistic infrastructure
involves the reallocation of linguistic power.
Established authorities of English—schools,
publishing companies, and grammar guides—are
progressively being replaced by algorithmic
systems that prioritize engagement over accuracy.
Language that draws likes, shares, and comments
increases visibility, regardless of its adherence to
established  standards. This

assessment framework transforms understandings

algorithmic

of language validity and proficiency.
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4. Consequences for English Studies:
Recognizing social media as a linguistic
foundation requires a fundamental change in
English studies. Instead of viewing digital
language as irrelevant or inferior, researchers
should examine it as a primary space for
linguistic creativity and cultural exchange. This
framework enables English studies to analyze
critically  how

power, technology, and

communication converge in the digital era.

Research Methodology:
1. Study Design and Justification:

The research employs a qualitative,
interpretive, and empirical-analytical approach
rooted in humanistic methodology
2. Sampling Approach:

A targeted sampling approach was used to
choose representative English content from four
primary social media platforms: X (Twitter),
Instagram, WhatsApp, and YouTube. These
platforms were selected because of their extensive
use, unique communication features, and
significance to modern English language trends.
About 500 text occurrences were recorded on
various platforms during a six-month timeframe.
3. Procedures for Data Collection:

Information was gathered via systematic
observation of publicly accessible posts, remarks,
and interactions. Screenshots and written
transcriptions were employed to record linguistic

aspects like abbreviations, code-switching, emoji

Linguistic Characteristics Specific to Platforms:

utilization, and variations in syntax. No private or
limited content was accessed.
4. Analytical Methods:

incorporates various qualitative approaches:

The examination

Discourse Analysis: To investigate the ways in
which meaning, identity, and ideology are formed
through language.

Pragmatic Examination: To investigate context-
related meanings, strategies of politeness, and
types of speech acts.
Lexico-Grammatical Examination: To
recognize structural patterns and variations from
conventional English.

5. Validity, Dependability, and Constraints:

To improve analytical validity, patterns
were verified across platforms and situated within
current linguistic theory. Although the research
does not assert statistical representativeness, it
offers theoretically informed perspectives on
modern language use. Constraints involve bias
that is specific to platforms and the swiftly

changing characteristics of digital communication

Analytical Examination and Results:
1. Summary of Empirical Findings:

The practical examination shows that
English usage on social media is organized,
consistent, and influenced by context. Instead of
showing linguistic randomness, digital English
reveals adaptive tactics influenced by platform
limitations, communication objectives, and the

performance of social identities.

Attribute Twitter Instagram WhatsApp YouTube
Abbrev Very High Medium High Low
Emojis & GIFs Average Very High High Average
Code-switching Moderate Moderate Extremely High Moderate
Unconventional High Medium High Medium
orthography

Conversational High Medium High Very High
engagement

309



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 2

ISSN - 2347-7075

Interpretation: Each platform presents different
opportunities for language use, making it essential
to understand the unique affordances of each
platform.

2. Lexical Creation and Meaning Change:

Lexical innovation represents one of the
most apparent effects of social media on the
English language. New terms, abbreviations, and
shifts in meaning arise swiftly, frequently
disseminating worldwide in just days. Terms like
viral, cancel, ghosting, and influencer have taken
on meanings that are intrinsically linked to digital
environments. These lexical modifications
indicate transformations in social behaviors and
cultural norms.

3.  Grammatical Reconfiguration and
Efficiency:

Grammatical structures in social media
English indicate a preference for brevity and
effectiveness. Ellipsis, limited auxiliary usage,
and adaptable word order are prevalent, especially
in real-time interactions. These patterns reflect
optimization driven by context rather than a lack
of grammatical knowledge.

4. Pragmatics, Multimodality, and
Constructing Meaning:

Digital English depends significantly on
various multimodal elements like emojis,
hashtags, pictures, and memes. These components
operate effectively to express tone, feeling, and

perspective, offsetting the lack of physical signals

Explanation: In social media communication,
meaning and interpretation are conveyed not only
through text, but also collectively through its
layered symbolic resources.
1. Lexical Creativity:

Social media speeds up language
evolution via new words, abbreviations, and

changes in meaning. Terms like viral, cancel, and

Multimodal Meaning Construction

Textual Input
(Words/Syntax)

Emoji Layer
(Emotion/Ton)

Visual Context
(Image/GIF)

Cultural Frame
(Meme/Trend)

thread gain different interpretations in online
environments.
2. Simplification of Grammar:

Elliptical structures, omission of helper
verbs, and simplified tense marking are prevalent,
especially in instant messaging services.

3. Pragmatics and Multimodality:

Meaning is often created through the
interaction of text, emojis, gifs, and images,
showcasing the multimodal character of digital
English
Spectrum of English Application:

Standard Academic English >
Casual Online English
Publishing & Academic Social Media Networks

Discussion:

The empirical results indicate that social
media functions as a linguistic framework that
methodically transforms English language usage.
These changes confront conventional hierarchies
of linguistic power by valuing communicative
effectiveness and social involvement more than
prescriptive accuracy. The conversation places

these results within wider discussions regarding
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language evolution, digital culture, and
scholarship in the humanities.

Crucially, the research shows that digital
English must not be assessed using deficit models
that view divergence from standard norms as
deterioration. In contrast, English communicated
through social media reflects an adjustment to
emerging interaction settings. This viewpoint
corresponds with sociolinguistic theories that see
language evolution as a natural and socially

rooted phenomenon.

Educational Consequences for English and
Humanities Teaching:
1. Reconsidering Language Standards in

Education:

Educational Challenges and Possibilities:

The dominance of social media English
creates difficulties for conventional language
teaching, = which  frequently = emphasizes
standardized versions. Instead of viewing digital
language as a danger, educators can embrace it as
a teaching tool to promote register awareness,
audience adjustment, and context suitability.

2. Incorporating Digital Literacy:

Curricula in  English studies should
include digital literacy, emphasizing critical
understanding of  platform  capabilities,
algorithmic effects, and ethical dialogue.
Instructing students to examine social media
discussions promotes critical thinking and civic

engagement.

Difficulty in Responses Based on Humanities
Casual writing tendencies Instruction based on register
Multimodal texts Multi-literacy teaching

Risks of ethics Digital citizenship education

Ethical and Ideological Aspects of Digital
English:

The use of language on social media is
closely intertwined with ethical and ideological
issues. Algorithmic governance influences which
perspectives are highlighted or sidelined,
frequently favoring prevailing language varieties.
This brings up issues regarding linguistic
disparity, representation, and cultural uniformity.

The humanities are essential in examining
these ethical aspects by highlighting matters of
power, inclusion, and accountability. Critical
involvement with digital language practices
allows scholars and educators to promote more
equitable  and  inclusive = communication
environments.

It seems you've left the text for
paraphrasing blank. Please provide the text you'd
like me to rephrase, and I'll be glad to help!

Rethinking the Humanities in the Digital Era:

The changes explored in this research
require a rethinking of the humanities as fields
that adapt to technological developments while
preserving  their  critical and  ethical
underpinnings. English studies should broaden
their focus to recognize digital discourse as a
valid topic for academic investigation.

This revised humanities model highlights
interdisciplinarity by integrating linguistic
analysis with media studies, cultural theory, and
ethical considerations. This approach views the
humanities not as remnants of history but as
essential elements in comprehending and

influencing modern digital culture.
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Conclusion:

This study aimed to thoroughly
investigate how social media acts as a linguistic
framework transforming English language
practices in the twenty-first century, placing this
exploration within the larger context of evolving
humanities. Through a comprehensive theoretical,
empirical, pedagogical, and ethical examination,
the document illustrates that social media is not a
marginal or simply functional force on language,
but a core communicative context that
significantly shapes how English is created,
disseminated, assessed, and institutionalized in
modern society.

A key finding of this study is that the
effect of social media on English should not be
viewed strictly as a matter of language decline or
preservation. This binary, usually implicit in
normative and prescriptive discussions, does not
recognize the adaptive, context-dependent, and
socially situated characteristics of language
change. The study's empirical results clearly
indicate that digital English reveals consistent
trends in lexical creativity, grammatical
efficiency, pragmatic adaptability, and
multimodal interpretation. These patterns are
intentional reactions to the particular features of
platforms, aims of communication, and social
identities rather than mere random fluctuations
from conventional standards.

This research offers an essential
theoretical contribution to modern humanities
scholarship by framing social media as a
linguistic infrastructure. This framework reveals
the  frequently unseen  mechanisms—Iike
algorithms, interface design, engagement metrics,
and platform  governance—that influence
linguistic behavior. It shows how linguistic
authority is progressively transferred from
conventional institutions such as schools,
publishers, and grammar books to algorithmic

systems that emphasize visibility, virality, and

engagement. This change greatly affects how
correctness, legitimacy, and competence in
English are socially created and viewed in the
digital era

The research emphasizes the importance
of redefining English studies and humanities
education in light of these changes. Instead of
opposing or sidelining digital language practices,
humanities fields should thoughtfully confront
them. Integrating social media dialogue into
educational programs allows instructors to
promote register awareness, contextual suitability,
digital literacy, and responsible communication.
Thus, the classroom transforms into a space
where students discover not only how English
evolves, but also why it evolves, and how
language choices relate to power, identity, and
accountability.

From an ethical and ideological
standpoint, the conclusion emphasizes that
English mediated by social media is ingrained in
prejudice,  and

systems  of  inequality,

marginalization.  Algorithmic ~ amplification
frequently favors prevailing linguistic varieties
while sidelining minority voices and non-standard
forms. This situation imposes a considerable duty
on humanities researchers to examine the politics
of digital communication and to promote more
inclusive and fair linguistic environments. The
humanities, due to their enduring focus on critical
exploration and ethical contemplation, are
specially equipped to tackle these issues.
Ultimately, this research confirms that the
future significance of the humanities in the
twenty-first century relies on their ability to
evolve while maintaining their essential critical
foundation. Rethinking the humanities in the
digital era does not imply forsaking textual
precision, historical consciousness, or moral
contemplation. Rather, it entails broadening these
intellectual traditions into fresh communicative

realms influenced by social media and digital
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technologies. By acknowledging social media as a
linguistic framework and English as a fluid,
developing global language, the humanities can
persist as essential fields for comprehending,
analyzing, and influencing the communicative
landscapes of modern life

In summary, transformations in English language
practices driven by social media signify not a
predicament for the humanities, but a significant
opportunity. They encourage scholars to
reconsider basic beliefs regarding language,
authority, and meaning, and to establish the
humanities as engaged contributors in addressing
the linguistic, cultural, and ethical intricacies of

the digital age
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