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Abstract:

Beyond the global language, English is known as a digital language which paves the way for many
more opportunities and challenges before the modern world. It is a connecting link and sustains people for
a lifetime. The rapid grown in the science and technology has rapidly transformed the field of education.
Various types of digital boards, stylus, and various apps have made tremendous growth and advancement
in educational technology. Nowadays people find it is hard to get rid of from the technology as most of work
is associated with the same. Nevertheless, it has been a useful application of digital technology in
acquisition of English language. The language was taught in a traditional way in past by using translation
method, structural method, grammar translation method. But currently the language is taught in various
ways with the help of digital technology. There are many apps including Supernova, Seekho, SpeakX and
ENVERTA etc. which help learners in many ways. By using artificial intelligence, many people are learning
the English language easily and accurately. Al plays a crucial role of an English guide. One has to write
the content in one’s own language and ask for correction through the same apps. It gives the result
instantly. It also helps identify grammatical errors and spelling mistakes. It assists learners in developing
an excellent command over the language within a few days. The paper highlights the different methods and
tools used in digital world for learning English language, also explores challenges and opportunities in
Online and Blended Learning

Keywords: Blended Learning, Digital, Acquisition, Structural, Artificial Intelligent etc.

English occupies a significant place in the
Indian education system. It is taught as a second
or third language in schools and as a compulsory
subject in most colleges and universities. English
is essential for higher education, competitive
examinations, = employment, and  global
communication. Traditionally, English was taught
in Indian classrooms through grammar-translation
methods, textbooks, and blackboard teaching.

However, with the advancement of digital
technology and especially after the COVID-19
pandemic, Indian classrooms witnessed a major
transformation. Schools and colleges shifted to
online teaching using platforms like Zoom,

Google Meet, and Microsoft Teams. Teachers
started using digital content, videos, and online
assessments. As a result, English Language
Teaching in India entered the digital era, making
online and blended learning an important part of
the education system. The rapid growth of digital
technology has brought major changes in the field
of education in India. English Language Teaching
(ELT), which is an important subject at school
and college levels, has also been deeply
influenced by this digital shift. The use of online
platforms, mobile applications, and blended
learning models has changed the traditional

teacher-centered classroom into a learner-
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centered environment. This research paper
discusses the importance of English language
teaching in the Indian context, the role of digital
technology in ELT, and explains the concepts of
online and blended learning with examples from
Indian classrooms. It also highlights the
challenges and opportunities faced by teachers
and students in India while adopting online and

blended learning.

Importance of English Language Teaching:

English Language Teaching is extremely
important in India for academic, professional, and
social reasons. Some key points highlighting its
importance are:

o English is the link language in a multilingual
country like India.

e It is the medium of instruction in higher
education, especially in science, technology,
medicine, and management.

o Knowledge of English helps students crack
competitive exams like UPSC, NET/SET,
IELTS, and TOEFL.

o English improves employability in sectors
such as IT, education, tourism, and corporate
industries.

o It gives access to global knowledge through
books, research journals, and online
resources.

A student from a rural college in

Maharashtra or Bihar can access international

lectures, MOOCs, and research articles only if

they have basic proficiency in English.

Digital Technology in English Language
Teaching:

Digital technology has become an
important teaching aid in Indian English
classrooms. Teachers now use both low-cost and
advanced digital tools depending on the

availability of resources.

Commonly used digital tools in Indian ELT
classrooms include:
e Smartphones and affordable internet
services like Jio
e Smart classrooms with projectors and
interactive boards
e Learning Management Systems such as
Google Classroom
e  YouTube

pronunciation, and spoken English

channels  for  grammar,
e Language learning apps like Duolingo and
Hello English
e WhatsApp groups for sharing notes,
assignments, and voice recordings
An English teacher in a government college
may use YouTube videos to teach pronunciation,
while students record their speaking practice and
submit it via WhatsApp. Such practices help
overcome limitations of large classrooms and

limited teaching hours.

Online Learning:

Online learning refers to a mode of
education where teaching and learning happen
entirely through the internet without physical
classroom interaction. In India, online learning
became popular during the pandemic when
schools and colleges were closed.

Key features of online learning in Indian ELT
classrooms include:

e Live lectures through Zoom or Google

Meet
e Recorded video lectures uploaded on
YouTube or LMS

¢ Online quizzes using Google Forms

o Digital submission of assignments

e Discussion through chat boxes and forums

Many universities in India conducted online

English lectures where teachers explained poetry
or prose through PowerPoint presentations and
shared PDFs of texts. Students from remote areas
could attend these lectures using mobile phones.
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Blended Learning:

Blended learning is an amalgamation of
traditional classroom teaching and online
learning. This model is now widely adopted in
Indian schools and colleges after reopening of
campuses.

Characteristics of blended learning in Indian ELT
include:
e Classroom explanation of grammar and
literature
e Online practice through videos and
worksheets
e Use of smart boards along with textbooks
e Classroom discussions supported by online
forums
For instance, an English teacher may
explain a poem in the classroom and then ask
students to watch a video explanation at home
and submit a written response online. This
method saves classroom time and improves

understanding.

Challenges and Opportunities in Online
Learning:
Challenges in Online Learning:
e Poor internet connectivity in rural and tribal
areas
e Lack of devices such as laptops or
smartphones for some students
e Limited digital skills among teachers,
especially senior faculty
o Reduced student interaction and classroom
discipline
o Difficulty in assessing speaking and writing
skills effectively
Opportunities in Online Learning:
e Access to quality education for students
from remote areas
o Exposure to global teachers and native
English speakers
o Flexible learning schedule for working
students

e Development of digital and communication
skills
e Availability of free online learning

resources

Challenges and Opportunities in Blended
Learning:
Challenges in Blended Learning:
e Need for proper infrastructure and smart
classrooms
e Time management issues between online
and offline components
o Training required for teachers to use digital
tools effectively
o Digital divide between urban and rural
students
Opportunities in Blended Learning:
e Combination of personal interaction and
technological support
e Better student engagement and participation
e Improved understanding through repeated
learning
o Continuous assessment through online tools
e More inclusive and flexible learning
environment
English Language Teaching in the digital
era has transformed Indian classrooms by
introducing online and blended learning models.
Although challenges such as lack of infrastructure
and digital divide exist, the opportunities offered
by digital technology are immense. With proper
training, planning, and support, Indian teachers
can effectively use online and blended learning to
improve English language proficiency among
students. The future of ELT in India lies in a
balanced and inclusive approach that combines
traditional teaching values with modern digital

practices.
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