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OBJECTIVE OF THE CONFERENCE

*» To promote interdisciplinary dialogue
Encourage interaction among scholars, researchers, and students from various fields
of social sciences and languages to exchange ideas and perspectives.

*» To explore emerging trends and issues
analyze current developments, challenges, and transformations in social sciences and
linguistic studies in the contemporary context.

¢ To provide a platform for research presentation
Offer an opportunity for participants to present their research findings, papers, and
innovative ideas.

¢ To enhance academic collaboration
Foster networking and collaboration among institutions, academicians, and
researchers for future research initiatives.

¢ To encourage critical thinking and discourse

Stimulate intellectual discussions that contribute to a deeper understanding of social,

cultural, and linguistic changes in society.
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ABOUT KLE SOCIETY

The Karnataka Lingayat Education (KLE) Society was established in 1916 to bring
quality education to all sectors of society in North Karnataka. Today, KLE runs 317
institutions with more than 18,000 staff serving about 1,45,000 students every year, from KG
to PG, across disciplines such as Basic Sciences, Commerce, Management, Medical Sciences,
Engineering, and Teacher Education. All Higher Education Institutions are accredited 'A' and

above, with international collaborations in UK, USA, Malaysia, China and Zimbabwe.

ABOUT THE COLLEGE

KLE Society's Shri Channagirishwar Prasadik Arts, Science & D.D. Shirol Commerce
College, Mahalingpur, established in June 1987, brings quality higher education to rural
Bagalkot District. Affiliated to Bagalkot University, Jamakhandi, the college offers UG and
PG programmes across Arts, Science and Commerce with qualified faculty, well-equipped
infrastructure, central library, computer laboratory, Language laboratory and a strong IQAC

committed to academic excellence and holistic development..

ABOUT MAHALINGPUR

Mabhalingpur is a prominent town in Bagalkot district of Karnataka, known for its
agriculture, trade, and educational institutions. It is well connected by road to major cities
like Bagalkot, Vijayapur, Hubballi, Dharwad and Belagavi with regular KSRTC bus services.
The nearest railway stations are Ghataprabha, Vijayapur and Bagalkot, which connect the
town to major railway routes. Nearby tourist attractions include the historic sites of Badami,
Pattadakal, Aihole, Gokak falls, world-famous GolGumbaz famous for their ancient temples

and architecture.
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Dr. Prabhakar Kore
Honorary Chairman, KLE Society Chancellor,
KAHER, Belagavi.

MESSAGE

It is a matter of pleasure to commend and extend sincere congratulations to the
committed and dynamic team of KLE Society’s SCP Arts, Science and D. D. Shirol
Commerce College, Mahalingpur, for the successful organization of the National Level
Conference on “Contemporary Discourses in Social Sciences and Languages” held on 25th
April 2026.

This accomplishment reflects academic excellence, innovation, and collective
dedication. The conference provided a meaningful platform for scholarly engagement,
fostering academic dialogue, diverse perspectives, and the advancement of research in the
fields of social sciences and languages.

The well-coordinated execution of the event, featuring insightful keynote addresses,
scholarly deliberations, and active participation, has contributed significantly to academic
enrichment and intellectual exchange among participants.

Appreciation is extended to the vision, leadership, and collaborative efforts of the
organizing committee, which continue to uphold the academic standards and values of the
institution. Such initiatives are instrumental in strengthening research culture and academic
excellence.

Date: 25-04-2026

Dr. Prabhakar Kore



Shri. Amit P. Kore
Chairman, Board of Management
KLE Society, Belagavi.

Message

It is an immense pleasure and profound gratitude that I pen this message to extend my
heartfelt compliments to the dedicated team of KLE Society’s SCP Arts, Science and D. D.
Shirol Commerce College, Mahalingpur, for the resounding success of the One Day National
Conference held on 25th April 2025.

As the Chairman of KLE Society, it is a matter of great pride to witness such a
significant academic initiative. I extend my heartfelt best wishes to the organizing committee,
resource persons, and participants for making this Endeavour a grand success. May this
Conference ignite new aspirations and contribute to the realization of the vision of
“Contemporary Discourses in Social Sciences and Languages.”

Our institution remains deeply committed to nurturing intellectual curiosity and
national consciousness among students and scholars. Through such academic platforms, we
aim to encourage dialogue, research exploration, and policy-oriented insights that contribute
to India’s holistic development. The discussions and presentations in this Conference
highlight the importance of education, technology, entrepreneurship, environmental
awareness, and social harmony key pillars of a developed nation.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the entire KLE fraternity, I sincerely
appreciate the exceptional leadership and collaborative spirit of your team. Your efforts
significantly contribute to our mission of promoting intellectual exchange and societal
impact.

With profound appreciation and warm regards,

Date: 25-04-2026 Shri. Amit P. Kore



Shri. Jayanand Munavalli

Director, KLE Society, Belagavi
Chairman of Local Governing Body
KLE’S SCP Degree College, Mahalingpur.

MESSAGE

It is a matter of great pride and satisfaction to extend my warm compliments on the
successful organization of the National Level Conference on “Contemporary Discourses in
Social Sciences and Languages,” held on 25 April 2026.

This academic initiative reflects a strong commitment to fostering innovation,
scholarly dialogue, and interdisciplinary collaboration across the nation. Such platforms play
a vital role in nurturing intellectual curiosity and encouraging meaningful exchange of ideas
among academicians, researchers, and students.

The planning, dedication, and creative foresight demonstrated by the organizing team
deserve high appreciation. The conference has provided an excellent platform for thought-
provoking discussions and insightful deliberations, significantly enriching its academic value.

I sincerely appreciate the efforts of the organizers, faculty members, and students in
making this event a grand success. Their collective commitment and teamwork are truly

commendable.

With the best wishes for continuous success.

Date: 25-04-2026

Shri. Jayanand Munavalli
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EDITORIAL

It gives us immense pleasure to present Volume March- April 2026 of the Journal
International Journal of Advance and Applied Research ISSN-2347-7075, Double-Blind Peer
Reviewed international open-access platform committed to fostering interdisciplinary
scholarship and intellectual engagement.

This issue reflects the dynamic and evolving landscape of contemporary research in
literature, language, culture, and interdisciplinary humanities. The diverse range of
contributions featured in this volume underscores the journal's commitment to providing a
space for rigorous academic inquiry, critical reflection, and innovative perspectives.

The present issue brings together scholarly articles that engage with themes such as
diaspora, cultural memory, identity, ecocriticism, gender studies, digital humanities, and
postcolonial discourse. From explorations of Indian diasporic literature and its evolving
notions of home and identity, to nuanced analyses of cultural memory and historical
consciousness, the articles collectively demonstrate how literature serves as both a reflective
and transformative force in society.

Significantly, the issue also highlights the intersections of literature with
contemporary concerns such as environmental humanities, technological transformations, and
issues of social justice. Contributions addressing feminist, queer, Dalit and indigenous
literatures further enrich the discourse by foregrounding marginalized voices and alternative
narratives. The inclusion of studies on digital humanities and new media narratives reflects
the journal's engagement with emerging academic trends and the changing modes of literary
production and reception.

Another noteworthy feature of this volume is its multilingual inclusivity, with articles
presented in both English and Hindi Kannada. This reflects our commitment to embracing
linguistic diversity and promoting scholarly dialogue across cultural and regional boundaries.
Such inclusivity strengthens the journal's vision of being a truly global and accessible
platform for knowledge dissemination.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all the contributors for their valuable research, to
the reviewers for their meticulous evaluation, and to the editorial team for their unwavering
dedication. Their collective efforts ensure the academic integrity and quality of the journal.
As we present this issue, we hope it will stimulate critical thinking, inspire further research,
and contribute meaningfully to ongoing academic conversations. We remain committed to
nurturing scholarly excellence and encouraging interdisciplinary exploration in the years to
come.

Date: 25.04.2026

Editors
Shri. T. D. Dangi
Shri. K. S. Patil
Shri. A. M. Ugare
Dr. S. C. Bijjaragi



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ADVANCE AND APPLIED RESEARCH

Vol. 7 No. 38

March - April 2026
TABLE OF CONTENT

ISSN - 2347 -7075 (DOUBLE-BLIND Peer Reviewed) (Bi-Monthly Research Journal)

Sr. No. Name of Author Title of Paper Page No.
| Abhayakumar M. Ugare Human Rights and Social Justice: Ensuring Equality and 1.3
Dignity in Contemporary Society
2 TWROBR, WRNRCT | 9TITS), 33,3 SV DI, Te%TOTED 4-9

Bo. 3. OLF. BRZPS ADIICIA R AOEATANC I MO IANEN E [N o)
3 10-13
Bo. eedead. ©393
4 Chidanand M. Aigali Artificial Intelligence and the Transformation of Creativity 14-18
in English Language and Literature )
Krishnakant Patil Caste, Patriarchy, and Resistance: Dalit Women in Taming
5 . . 19 -23
of the women by P. Sivakami
6 Mr. Praveen T. Athani The Violence of Scientific Progress: Emotional 24 27
Shri Chidanand M. Aigali | Abandonment in Frankenstein and Never Let Me Go
7 Earappa Human vs Nature: Environmental Ethics in The Man-Eater 78-31
Dr. Srinivas Vooradi of Malgudi
DN, © LTI 9033 BC0IT FoTFE DR BTIRRET D
Ty 3 wWON -
R G “BITIOT MO 20T OTHODHT” 32-39
8
o | Zo SR BR0E | SRRGFI0 500G ATENY 38 md) wom 20- 54
3G WOWOTW
O3 TOVRET FZT0Z, TLRCTOWTOTI -
Qo003 S 55-56
10
Dr. Girish Hanamareddy The Role of the Khadi Movement of Karnataka in the 5763
11 Freedom Struggle
@o. J0TC OF 3RV . ATOONONTH/T VIOB/, TLIRY 8 IIFOD
oo e ° ” oe 64 - 68
©TTED i
12
13 D). Rob3e. BRTES BISBTT Ty abO reSeady 303 69 - 71
14 @, JPNOFH T 3ITT TEoW0 deesiy TOT BOPTIND 7274
®@o. 00 T nonod S0TNYY : FOF 2T URWT Teox TG
15 75 - 80
2.TONONR 9L RSE ;ﬁoﬁé@é 000N BIFTONFS
16 BT, NFF. IF. 3O | T3S m%oééd@g TOLDOWT 356%%5 81-87
Jayashree Talavar Digital Media Habits Among Women Self-Help Grou,
17 Prof. Onkaragouda ( SI%I G) Members g P P 88 -95
Kakade
18 T30.20.83.33000 ¢ AOWIVLCT 20O TORANW BT AYWC X 96 - 100




Sr. No. Name of Author Title of Paper Page No.
Pavitra Kambar
19 Prof. Onkaragouda Digital Media News Consumption among Y outh 101 - 108
Kakade
20 ESSEREN-ES m@%@ BRI WeDITY MOg0eLd BRI ZDE% 109-112
)1 Dr. Lokesh Rathod A Study of Socio-Economic Impact of Self-Help Groups 113 - 119
on Rural Development in Bagalkot
” Smita Irraya Hosurmath The Impact of Agricultural Economics on Sustainable 120 - 124
Rural Development )
23 | ST HHR W AT TR ST TATeh Tl FHHTOT: T o foRry gay § 125 - 136
ERERGE fe=t wifec # 9 fammet 137 - 141
25 | FT SR et s =6 foepre St T aftgw 142 - 146
26 XTATE HeAT & wfeca o faferer fomst 147 - 149
o7 | ST T e Tt anfeca o fafae e foemat & fafra afera famst 150 - 153
DTVTY OIS 28 CRETRII ATEIT SNY ©TR9T Tk
28 @0, TgRRE F° 154 - 158
w3,
AL MHRIIHTE. BB WS T0SBBY F°e30VE Yoo BOBVI
29 159 - 168
Bo. DT MR I3
30 Sannaprabhu Exploring Gender-Based Marginalization under Patriarchal 169 - 172
Structures in Heart Lamp by Banu Mushtaq
31 . WYTY NPRT TOTNG, SEYT WP Toe0dd FOFND 173 - 176

17




International Journal of Advance and Applied Research e
www.ijaar.co.in =

ISSN - 2347-7075 Impact Factor - 8.141 "é’
Peer Reviewed Bi-Monthly , ﬁ
Vol. 7 No. 38 March - April - 2026

Human Rights and Social Justice: Ensuring Equality and Dignity in Contemporary
Society
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Corresponding Author — Abhayakumar M. Ugare
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Abstract:

Human rights and social justice are fundamental principles that guide the development of equitable
and inclusive societies. This paper examines the relationship between human rights and social justice,
focusing on their role in promoting equality, dignity, and fairness. It explores how legal frameworks, social
institutions, and public policies contribute to the protection of rights and the reduction of social
inequalities. The study also highlights contemporary challenges such as discrimination, economic disparity,
and limited access to justice. Using a qualitative approach based on secondary sources, the paper
emphasizes the importance of integrating human rights into governance and social practices. It concludes
that achieving social justice requires collective efforts, effective policies, and active citizen participation.

Keywords: Human Rights, Social Justice, Equality, Democracy, Inclusion, Public Policy.

Introduction: Methodology:

Human rights are the basic rights and This study adopts a qualitative research
freedoms that belong to every individual, methodology based on secondary data sources.
regardless of their nationality, gender, religion, or The research includes:
social status. These rights include civil, political, e Academic books and scholarly articles
economic, social, and cultural rights, all of which e Reports from national and international
are essential for living a life of dignity and organizations
respect. e Government policies and legal
Social justice, on the other hand, refers to the fair frameworks
distribution of resources, opportunities, and The analysis is interpretative, focusing on
privileges within a society. It aims to eliminate understanding the connection between human
inequalities and ensure that all individuals have rights and social justice in modern society.
equal access to rights and opportunities.

In contemporary society, the relationship Objectives:
between human rights and social justice is The main objectives of this study are:
increasingly  significant. While human rights 1. To understand the concept of human rights
provide a legal and moral framework, social and social justice
justice ensures that these rights are realized in 2. To examine their interrelationship in
practice. Together, they form the foundation of a contemporary society
Just and democratic society. 3. To analyze the role of institutions in

protecting human rights
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4. To identify challenges in achieving social
justice
5. To suggest measures for strengthening

equality and inclusion

Importance of the Study:
The study is important because:
e It highlights the need for protecting human
dignity and equality
e It helps understand social inequalities and
their causes
e [t provides insights into policy-making and
governance
e [t contributes to academic discussions on
justice and rights
e [t promotes awareness about fundamental

rights and responsibilities

Relevance of the Study:
The relevance of human rights and social justice
is evident in today’s world:

e Rising Inequality: Economic and social
disparities continue to affect large sections
of society

e Discrimination Issues: Gender, caste,
race, and religion-based discrimination
persist

e (Globalization: While it creates
opportunities, it also increases inequality in
some areas

e Access to Justice: Many individuals still
face barriers in accessing legal protection

In India, constitutional provisions and
social policies aim to ensure justice, but

challenges remain in their implementation.

Findings:
The study reveals the following key findings:
e Human rights provide a foundation for

ensuring dignity and equality

e Social justice requires active
implementation of these rights

¢ Institutional mechanisms play a crucial role
in protecting rights

e Inequality and discrimination remain major
obstacles

e Awareness and education are essential for
promoting justice

These findings indicate that achieving

social justice is an ongoing process.

Limitations:
The study has certain limitations:
e [t is based on secondary data and lacks
primary field research
e The analysis is general and may not reflect
all regional differences
e Rapid social and political changes may
influence the relevance of findings
e Limited scope within the broad subject area
Despite these limitations, the study

provides a meaningful understanding of the topic.

Conclusion:

Human rights and social justice are
essential pillars of a fair and democratic society.
While significant progress has been made in
promoting rights and equality, many challenges
still remain. Ensuring social justice requires not
only strong legal frameworks but also effective
implementation and public awareness.

A comprehensive approach involving
government institutions, civil society, and citizens
1s necessary to create an inclusive and equitable
society.  Strengthening human rights and
promoting social justice will ultimately lead to

sustainable development and social harmony.
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Abstract:

The rapid development of Artificial Intelligence has significantly transformed the field of English
language and literature by redefining creativity, authorship, textual production and literary interpretation.
This paper examines how Al-generated writing, machine learning and digital technologies influence
literary studies and language practices in the contemporary era. Drawing upon theories of authorship
proposed by Roland Barthes and Michel Foucault, alongside perspectives from Digital Humanities, the
study argues that Al challenges traditional notions of originality, creativity and human agency. The paper
further explores the role of Al in literary production, language learning, textual analysis and academic
writing while also addressing ethical concerns related to authorship, plagiarism and algorithmic bias. The
study concludes that artificial intelligence does not replace human creativity but reshapes and extends it
through collaborative interaction between human and machine intelligence.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Creativity, Authorship, Digital Humanities, Literary Studies, English

Language

Introduction:

The emergence of Artificial Intelligence
has created profound changes across multiple
disciplines, including English language and
literature. Al technologies such as machine
learning, natural language processing and
generative language models are increasingly used
in writing, translation, literary analysis and
educational practices. These developments
challenge traditional assumptions regarding
creativity, originality and the role of the author in
literary production.

Traditionally, literature has been viewed
as an expression of human imagination, emotion
and individual experience. However, Al systems
are now capable of generating poems, stories,
essays and dramatic dialogues that resemble

human writing. This raises significant questions

regarding the nature of literary creativity and
authorship. Can machines be creative? Can Al-
generated texts be considered literature? What
happens to human authorship in algorithmic
writing? This paper examines the transformation
of creativity in English language and literature
through the influence of artificial intelligence. It
argues that Al redefines literary creativity not by
replacing human authorship but by creating
collaborative forms of textual production between
humans and machines. The study also explores
how Al affects literary interpretation, language
learning and academic writing while critically
engaging with ethical concerns such as
plagiarism, algorithmic bias and digital

inequality.
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Literature Review:

The relationship between technology and
literature has been widely discussed within
Digital Humanities and literary theory. Roland
Barthes, in The Death of the Author, challenged
the traditional authority of the writer by arguing
that meaning is produced through the interaction
between text and reader rather than through
authorial intention. Similarly, Michel Foucault, in
What Is an Author?, described authorship as a
cultural and institutional function rather than a
fixed personal identity. Jacques Derrida’s theory
of deconstruction presented in Of Grammatology
further destabilized the concept of fixed meaning
and emphasized the fluidity and instability of
textual interpretation. These poststructuralist
perspectives become especially relevant in the
context of Al-generated writing, where textual
production is no longer solely dependent on
human intentionality. Within Digital Humanities,
N. Katherine Hayles explored the influence of
digital technologies on reading and cognition in
How We Think. Lev Manovich also examined
how digital media reshape narrative structures
and cultural production through database logic
and interactive interfaces.

Scholars such as Nick Montfort have
studied computational creativity and machine-
generated literature, arguing that programming
itself can become a literary practice. At the same
time, Safiya Umoja Noble highlighted the
ideological dimensions of algorithms and
demonstrated how digital systems often reproduce
social and cultural inequalities. Recent
scholarship on Al writing tools and generative
language models has shown that Al can assist in
translation, editing, content creation and literary
experimentation. However, debates continue
regarding the aesthetic, ethical, and philosophical

implications of machine-generated literature.

Research Gap:

Although significant scholarship exists on
artificial intelligence and digital media, several
important gaps remain in the study of creativity
within English language and literature. First,
much existing research focuses primarily on the
technical capabilities of Al rather than its literary
and theoretical implications. There is insufficient
interdisciplinary ~ analysis  connecting Al
technologies with literary theories of authorship,
textuality, and interpretation. Second, while Al-
generated content has become increasingly
common, comparatively little research critically
examines how Al reshapes traditional ideas of
originality, imagination, and aesthetic value in
literature. Third, most discussions on Al and
creativity are centered on Western technological
contexts, with limited attention to educational and
literary practices in the Global South. Issues
related to language diversity, digital inequality,
and access to Al technologies remain
underexplored. Finally, existing studies often
present Al either as a threat to literature or as a
replacement for human creativity. There remains
a need for balanced approaches that examine
collaborative relationships between human
imagination and machine intelligence. This paper
attempts to address these gaps by examining how
artificial  intelligence transforms creativity,
authorship, and literary interpretation within
English language and literature through a critical

and interdisciplinary framework.

Al and Literary Creativity:

Creativity  has  traditionally  been
associated with human imagination, emotional
experience, and originality. Literary works have
often been understood as expressions of personal
consciousness and cultural experience. However,
Al technologies now generate poems, stories,
scripts, essays, and dialogues through predictive

algorithms trained on extensive textual datasets.

15



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 38

ISSN - 2347-7075

Al-generated writing challenges conventional
literary assumptions because machines can
imitate linguistic styles and narrative structures
without possessing consciousness or emotional
awareness. Natural language processing systems
can produce coherent and stylistically
sophisticated texts that resemble human literary
expression. Despite these developments, Al
creativity differs fundamentally from human
creativity. Human literary production emerges
from memory, social experience, historical
consciousness, and emotional depth, whereas Al
operates primarily through pattern recognition
and statistical prediction. Therefore, Al should
not be viewed as replacing literary creativity but
rather as introducing a new form of computational
creativity that expands possibilities  for
experimentation, collaboration and innovation in

literary production.

Authorship and Algorithmic Writing:

The rise of Al-generated literature
complicates traditional concepts of authorship. In
conventional literary studies, the author is often
seen as the central creator of meaning and artistic
intention, but Al systems challenge this idea by
producing texts collaboratively with human users.
This shift reflects the theories of Roland Barthes
and Michel Foucault, who questioned the
authority and individuality of the author long
before the emergence of Al technologies.
Algorithmic writing introduces hybrid forms of
authorship in which programmers, users, datasets,
and machine-learning systems all play a role in
textual production. As a result, literary creation
becomes decentralized, collaborative, and
networked rather than individual and fixed. This
transformation raises important questions about
who owns Al-generated texts, whether Al can be
considered an author, how originality should be
defined in machine-generated literature, and what
happens to intellectual property in collaborative

human-machine  writing.  Altogether, these
developments show that authorship in the digital

age has become increasingly fluid and contested.

Al in English Language Learning and Literary

Studies:
Artificial

transformed the teaching and study of English

intelligence has also

language and literature. Al-powered tools are
widely used for grammar correction, automated
feedback, language translation, academic writing
assistance and personalized learning systems. In
language education, Al applications help learners
improve vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar and
writing skills through interactive and adaptive
learning environments. Chat bots and virtual
assistants ~ create  accessible  educational
experiences that support independent learning. In
literary studies, Al contributes to computational
criticism through data mining, sentiment analysis,
stylistic comparison and large-scale textual
analysis. These methods allow scholars to identify
literary patterns across historical periods and
genres that may not be visible through traditional
close reading.

However, excessive dependence on Al
tools may weaken critical thinking, interpretive
depth and originality in academic writing.
Therefore, Al should function as a supportive tool
that enhances rather than replaces human

intellectual engagement.

Ethical Concerns and Challenges:

The increasing wuse of artificial
intelligence in literary and academic contexts
raises significant ethical concerns. One of the
primary issues is plagiarism and academic
integrity, as Al-generated essays and assignments
challenge traditional educational systems that rely
on individual authorship and originality. Another
major concern is algorithmic bias; as scholar

Safiya Umoja Noble points out, algorithms often
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reproduce social inequalities and cultural
prejudices present in their training data, which
can lead to the marginalization of certain
languages, identities, and literary traditions. In
addition, issues related to copyright and
intellectual ~ property, data privacy and
surveillance, and the spread of misinformation or
fabricated content further complicate the use of
Al. There is also growing concern about
overdependence on technology, which may
reduce human creativity and critical thinking
skills. These challenges highlight the urgent need
to develop strong ethical frameworks to ensure
the responsible and balanced use of Al in literary

studies and education.

Al and the Future of Literary Studies:
Artificial intelligence is poised to
significantly  transform literary  production,
criticism and education in the coming years.
Rather than replacing literature, Al enhances and
expands the ways in which literary works are
created, analyzed, interpreted and shared. Future
literary studies are likely to adopt an
interdisciplinary approach that combines human
interpretation  with  computational analysis,
allowing both emotional depth and data-driven
insights. The use of digital archives will improve
access to texts and help preserve literary heritage,
while interactive storytelling will enable readers
to engage more actively with narratives.
Additionally, Al-assisted creativity will support
writers in generating ideas and content, and
multimodal textual practices will integrate text
with images, audio and other digital media.
Overall, Al broadens the scope of literature,
making literary studies more dynamic, inclusive
and innovative rather than diminishing its value.
The challenge for scholars and educators lies in
balancing technological innovation with ethical
awareness, critical thinking and humanistic

values. Literary studies must therefore remain

attentive to the cultural and political dimensions
of Al technologies. Al should ultimately be
understood not as a replacement for human
creativity but as a tool that reshapes literary
expression and interpretive practices within

contemporary digital culture.

Conclusion:

Artificial Intelligence has fundamentally
transformed creativity in English language and
literature by redefining textual production,
authorship and interpretation. Al-generated
writing  challenges traditional assumptions
regarding originality and human agency while
introducing new possibilities for literary
experimentation and collaborative creativity. At
the same time, the rise of algorithmic writing
raises important ethical, educational and cultural
concerns related to plagiarism, bias, intellectual
property and  technological  dependence.
Consequently, the future of literary studies
depends on developing balanced approaches that
integrate technological innovation with critical
and humanistic perspectives. Rather than
replacing human creativity, artificial intelligence
extends and reconfigures it, creating new forms of
interaction between human imagination and
machine intelligence. The continuing dialogue
between literature and technology will therefore
remain central to the evolution of contemporary

literary and cultural studies.
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Abstract:

This research paper critically examines the representation of caste oppression, patriarchy, and
resistance in the novels of P. Sivakami, particularly The Taming of Women and Anandhayi. Sivakami’s
fiction occupies an important position in Tamil Dalit literature because it foregrounds the lived experiences
of Dalit women who suffer not only from caste discrimination imposed by dominant communities but also
from patriarchal violence within their own households. The paper argues that Sivakami rejects simplistic
portrayals of Dalit women as passive victims and instead presents them as complex individuals negotiating
survival, agency, and dignity within oppressive structures. Drawing upon the theories of B. R. Ambedkar,
Kimberlé Crenshaw, Sharmila Rege, and Anupama Rao, the paper explores how caste and gender intersect
in shaping women’s identities and social experiences. The discussion further analyses the role of language,
symbolism, realism, and resistance in Sivakami’s novels. Through detailed textual analysis, the paper
demonstrates that Sivakami transforms literature into a form of testimony that exposes structural inequality
and amplifies marginalized voices.

Introduction: communities. This double burden forms the

P. Sivakami occupies a unique and
influential place in Indian Dalit literature. As a
novelist, social activist, and former Indian
Administrative  Service  officer, she has
consistently written about caste discrimination,
gender inequality, and the social realities of
marginalized communities. Her novels The
Taming of Women and Anandhayi are among the
most powerful literary representations of Dalit
women’s experiences in Tamil literature.
Sivakami’s fiction is important because it moves
beyond conventional portrayals of caste
oppression and focuses specifically on the
intersection of caste and patriarchy. In her novels,
women are oppressed not only by dominant caste

structures but also by men within their own

central concern of her literary project.

B. R. Ambedkar argued that caste is not
merely a division of labour but “a division of
labourers.” This insight becomes particularly
relevant in understanding Sivakami’s
representation of Dalit women, whose labour,
bodies, and identities are systematically
controlled. Similarly, Kimberlé Crenshaw’s
concept of intersectionality helps explain how
Dalit women face forms of discrimination that
cannot be understood separately through caste or
gender alone. Sharmila Rege extends this
framework to Indian society and argues that Dalit
women’s narratives challenge both mainstream

feminism and mainstream Dalit discourse.
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Sivakami’s fiction reflects these arguments with
remarkable literary force.

This paper examines how Sivakami
portrays caste oppression, women’s labour, bodily
suffering, and resistance. It argues that her novels
function as literary testimonies that expose the
realities of Dalit women’s lives while also
highlighting their resilience and agency. Through
realism, symbolism, and psychologically rich
characterization, Sivakami contributes
significantly to Dalit feminist literature and

contemporary Indian literary discourse.

Caste Oppression and Social Hierarchy:

One of the most striking aspects of
Sivakami’s novels is her representation of caste as
an ordinary and normalized social reality. Rather
than focusing only on spectacular violence,
Sivakami demonstrates how caste operates
through everyday practices such as food, labour,
ritual, and language. In The Taming of Women,
the Brahmin priest performs rituals in a Dalit
household but refuses to eat cooked food prepared
there. This incident may appear small, yet it
reveals the deep social logic of caste hierarchy.
The refusal to share food signifies ritual pollution
and reinforces social exclusion. As Ambedkar
explains in Annihilation of Caste, “Caste is not
merely a social division; it is a system of graded
inequality.” Sivakami’s fiction captures this
inequality in its most ordinary forms.

Caste oppression is also represented
through hereditary occupations and economic
exploitation. Women in the novels engage in
agricultural labour, domestic work, and physically
demanding tasks that are tied to caste identity.
Their labour is essential for survival, yet it
remains invisible and undervalued. The body
itself becomes marked by caste and poverty.
Sivakami’s realism reveals how caste survives not
only through law or religion but through daily
habits and social expectations. The humiliation

faced by Dalit characters is often subtle, routine,
and deeply internalized.

At the same time, Sivakami refuses to
romanticize the Dalit community as entirely
unified. Her novels expose hierarchies within the
community itself. Men such as Periyannan
exercise authority through violence, control, and
intimidation. Women suffer both from dominant
caste oppression and from patriarchal structures
within their own homes. This dual oppression
reflects what Sharmila Rege describes as the
“Dalit feminist standpoint,” which insists that
caste and patriarchy must be analysed together.
Sivakami’s political courage lies in her
willingness to criticize patriarchy  within
marginalized communities without ignoring the

structural violence of caste society.

Portrayal of Women and Dalit Feminism:

Women in Sivakami’s novels are
portrayed with emotional complexity and
psychological depth. Anandhayi, one of the
central characters, represents the endurance and
resilience of Dalit women. She performs endless
domestic and agricultural labour, manages the
household, and sacrifices her personal desires for
the survival of the family. Yet her contribution is
rarely acknowledged. Her labour is treated as
natural duty rather than productive work. Through
Anandhayi’s character, Sivakami exposes the
invisibility of women’s labour within patriarchal
society.

Anandhayi’s suffering, however, does not
reduce her to passivity. She develops subtle forms
of resistance and selfhood. She saves money
secretly, questions male authority, and continues
to protect other women despite her own pain. Her
strength lies not in dramatic rebellion but in her
persistence and survival. Sivakami thereby
challenges the stereotype of Dalit women as

helpless victims. Instead, she presents them as
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individuals constantly negotiating oppressive
social structures.

Lakshmi’s character further complicates
the representation of women in the novels. She is
trapped within abusive relationships and denied
freedom over her own body and choices. Yet
Lakshmi also resists domination through acts of
escape, defiance, and emotional assertion. At one
point she declares, “I am Seenidevan’s daughter.
Stand up to me if you have the guts!” This
moment of self-assertion reflects her refusal to
surrender her identity completely. The statement
becomes an act of reclaiming personhood in a
world that treats women as objects.

The younger generation of women,
especially Dhanam and Arul, represent emerging
feminist consciousness. Education enables them
to question patriarchal traditions and articulate
their dissatisfaction with social norms. Dhanam
openly criticizes the violence within her family,
while Arul questions religion, marriage, and
motherhood. Their voices suggest the possibility
of transformation within Dalit society. Sivakami
thus portrays women not only as sufferers but
also as thinkers, critics, and agents of social

change.

Intersection of Caste and Patriarchy:

A major contribution of Sivakami’s
fiction is its exploration of the intersection
between caste and patriarchy. Dalit women
experience oppression in ways that cannot be
reduced to either caste discrimination or gender
inequality alone. Their bodies become sites where
social control, labour exploitation, and sexual
violence intersect. Kimberlé Crenshaw argues
that intersectionality reveals how marginalized
women are excluded from dominant frameworks
of wunderstanding. Sivakami’s novels vividly
demonstrate this reality in the Indian context.

The female body in Sivakami’s fiction

functions as an archive of suffering.

Vellaiyamma’s prolapsed body, caused by hard
labour shortly after childbirth, symbolizes the
lifelong burden carried by Dalit women. Her
suffering is not merely personal but social and
historical. The body records poverty, exploitation,
and exhaustion. Anupama Rao observes that the
Dalit body becomes “the surface upon which
social violence is inscribed.” Sivakami’s
representation of bodily pain reflects this insight
with disturbing realism.

Patriarchal ~ control over  women’s
sexuality is another recurring theme. Women are
constantly judged according to ideas of purity and
honour. Men wuse accusations of sexual
immorality to discipline women and maintain
authority. Even moments of grief become
opportunities for patriarchal domination. When
Periyannan accuses Anandhayi of infidelity after
the death of their child, the cruelty of patriarchy
becomes painfully visible. The accusation reveals
how women are denied dignity even in moments
of personal tragedy.

At the same time, Sivakami also portrays
the body as a site of resistance. Women fight back
physically, refuse submission, and continue to
survive despite violence. Their bodies carry both
suffering and resilience. This duality reflects the
complexity of Dalit women’s existence under

caste patriarchy.

Resistance and Voice:

Resistance in Sivakami’s novels rarely
appears in heroic or revolutionary forms. Instead,
it emerges through ordinary acts of survival,
speech, and solidarity. Women resist by naming
oppression, questioning authority, saving money
secretly, and supporting one another in times of
crisis. These acts may appear small, yet they
possess immense political significance.

Language itself becomes a form of
resistance.

Anandhayi  openly  questions

Periyannan’s authority and reminds him that her
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labour contributed to building the household
economy. Dhanam criticizes the violence and
hypocrisy within the family structure. By
speaking openly, these women challenge the
silence imposed upon them. Paulo Freire writes
that “to speak a true word is to transform the
world.” Sivakami’s women transform their social
reality by articulating experiences that patriarchal
society attempts to suppress.

Economic resistance also plays an
important role. Women maintain hidden savings,
sell household items, and create alternative
systems of support. Anandhayi’s secret savings
symbolize a desire for independence and security.
Such hidden economies reveal women’s
awareness of their vulnerable position within
patriarchal households. Similarly, education
becomes a means of resistance because it enables
critical thinking and self-awareness. Patriarchal
authority fears educated women precisely because
knowledge creates the possibility of questioning
social norms.

Solidarity among women is another
important aspect of resistance. Although women
are often divided by social pressures and domestic
conflicts, they continue to care for one another.
Anandhayi’s compassion toward Lakshmi
demonstrates the possibility of female solidarity
even within painful circumstances. These
relationships reveal what may be described as an
ethics of shared suffering. Women recognize each
other’s pain because they inhabit similar

structures of oppression.

Narrative Techniques and Realism:

Sivakami’s narrative style contributes
significantly to the political force of her novels.
Her prose is direct, realistic, and emotionally
restrained. She avoids romanticizing poverty or
suffering and instead presents violence with
disturbing simplicity. This realism forces readers
to confront uncomfortable social truths. The plain

declarative style also reflects the oral and
conversational rhythms of everyday Tamil life.

The use of colloquial expressions and
untranslated Tamil words preserves cultural
specificity and authenticity. Rather than adapting
Dalit experience to elite literary expectations,
Sivakami allows the language of marginalized
communities to shape the narrative itself. This
linguistic strategy becomes politically important
because it resists cultural assimilation and
preserves local identity.

Another important technique is free
indirect discourse, which allows readers to enter
the consciousness of characters while maintaining
the broader social perspective of the narrative.
Through this method, Sivakami reveals the
psychological effects of caste and patriarchy.
Readers gain insight into the fears, frustrations,
and hopes of women who are otherwise silenced
by society.

Symbolism also enriches the novels.
Objects such as the bicycle, the drawstring bag,
and raw rice carry deeper social meanings. The
bicycle symbolizes female mobility and freedom,
while the drawstring bag represents hidden
economic independence. These symbols emerge
naturally from the social world of the village and

strengthen the thematic concerns of the narrative.

Conclusion:

P. Sivakami’s The Taming of Women and
Anandhayi are among the most significant
contributions to Dalit feminist literature in India.
Through realistic representation and emotionally
complex characterization, Sivakami exposes the
interconnected structures of caste and patriarchy
that shape Dalit women’s lives. Her novels reveal
how oppression operates through everyday
practices, domestic relationships, labour systems,
and social expectations.

At the same time, Sivakami refuses to

portray women as passive victims. Her female
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characters resist domination through speech,
labour, solidarity, memory, and survival. Their
acts of resistance may appear ordinary, yet they
carry profound political significance. By
foregrounding Dalit women’s voices, Sivakami
challenges both mainstream feminism and
mainstream Dalit discourse.

Her fiction ultimately demonstrates that
caste and gender cannot be analysed separately.
Dalit women experience a distinct form of
oppression created by the interaction of social
hierarchies. Through her literary vision, Sivakami
transforms the novel into a form of testimony that
records suffering while also affirming resilience
and selfhood. Her work remains essential for
understanding Dalit feminism, Tamil literature,
and the broader politics of representation in

contemporary India.
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Abstract:

This article offers a comparative reading of Frankenstein and Never Let Me Go, examining how

scientific progress produces violence through emotional abandonment, biopolitical governance and

ontological exclusion. While Shelley critiques early modern scientific ambition and its ethical failures,

Ishiguro reconfigures these concerns within a contemporary biotechnological system where life is

regulated, commodified and ethically displaced. Drawing on post humanism, biopolitics and affect theory,

the study argues that both texts construct artificially created beings whose suffering emerges from systemic

denial of relational recognition. The Creature and the clones function as figures of “bare life,” revealing

how modern science produces emotional and existential disposability rather than human progress.

Keywords: Biopolitics, Emotional Abandonment, Frankenstein, Never Let Me Go, Post Humanism,

Scientific Ethics

Introduction:

Scientific progress is frequently framed as
a marker of human advancement, rational
mastery, and technological empowerment.
However, literary narratives consistently expose
the ethical contradictions embedded within this
discourse. In Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro, science
emerges not as liberation but as a mechanism of
emotional and existential rupture. Despite their
historical separation, both novels interrogate a
shared question: what happens when scientific

creation 1s detached from ethical and emotional

responsibility? This article argues that both texts
represent scientific progress as a form of violence
that operates primarily through emotional
abandonment and systemic exclusion rather than
physical destruction. The Creature and the clones
are constructed as emotionally aware yet socially
unrecognized beings, revealing the fragility of

human identity within scientific modernity.

Literature Review:
Critical scholarship on Frankenstein has
long focused on its engagement with

Enlightenment rationality, Romantic anxiety and
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scientific transgression. Scholars such as Anne K.
Mellor highlight its critique of masculine
scientific ambition and ethical irresponsibility.
Posthumanist readings further interpret the
Creature as a destabilizing figure who challenges
fixed boundaries between human and non-human
identity. In contrast, studies of Never Let Me Go
primarily examine biopolitics, cloning ethics, and
institutional control. Critics often situate the novel
within frameworks of late-capitalist
biotechnological governance, emphasizing the
commodification of human bodies and the
normalization of organ extraction.

However, = comparative  scholarship
between these two texts remains limited. Existing
studies tend to treat them as belonging to separate
traditions Frankenstein within Gothic science
fiction and Never Let Me Go within dystopian
biopolitics without addressing their shared
structural logic of emotional abandonment. This
study addresses this gap by arguing that
emotional exclusion is the central mechanism

linking both texts across historical and theoretical

contexts.

Methodology:

This study uses a qualitative comparative
literary approach through close reading of
selected texts. It focuses on thematic and
structural similarities, exploring how different
literary contexts represent anxieties about science,
identity, and social exclusion. The theoretical
framework combines posthumanism, biopolitics,
affect theory and Gothic dystopian studies. The
posthumanist ideas of Donna Haraway and Rosi

Braidotti help examine unstable and hybrid

identities shaped by science and technology.
Michel Foucault and Giorgio Agamben provide a
biopolitical ~ framework for  understanding
regulation, exclusion, and “bare life.” The study
also uses Sara Ahmed’s affect theory to analyze
emotions such as fear, alienation, and
abandonment. Together, these frameworks show

how scientific modernity produces emotionally

abandoned and socially excluded subjects.

Theoretical Framework:

Posthumanist theory challenges the
Enlightenment idea of the human as stable and
autonomous. Both novels destabilize this concept
by portraying beings who are biologically human
yet socially excluded. The posthumanist ideas of
Donna Haraway and Rosi Braidotti emphasize
that subjectivity is relational and shaped through
social and technological systems, a concept
reflected in both texts. The study also draws on
Michel Foucault’s theory of biopolitics, which
explains how modern power regulates life
through classification and control. Giorgio
Agamben’s concept of “bare life” further
highlights the condition of individuals reduced to
biological existence without ethical recognition.
In addition, Sara Ahmed’s affect theory
demonstrates how emotions such as fear and
alienation circulate socially to produce exclusion.
Together, these frameworks position both novels
as critiques of scientific modernity, showing how
systems of power create emotional abandonment,

social exclusion, and unstable identities.
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Discussion:
Scientific Creation and Ethical Failure:

In Frankenstein, scientific creation
represents an ontological rupture. Victor
Frankenstein’s success in animating life is
immediately followed by rejection, revealing that
scientific achievement without ethical
responsibility produces moral collapse. The
Creature’s statement, “I was benevolent and
good; misery made me a fiend” (Shelley, ch. 10),
demonstrates that violence is socially produced
through abandonment rather than inherent
monstrosity. In contrast, Never Let Me Go
presents ethical failure as systemic. Cloning is
normalized through institutions such as Hailsham,
which mask exploitation under the rhetoric of
care and education. Unlike Frankenstein’s
rupture, Ishiguro constructs a slow system of
deception where subjects are conditioned to
accept disposability.

Emotional Abandonment and Construction of
Otherness:

Emotional abandonment functions as the
central mechanism of exclusion in both texts. In
Frankenstein, the Creature experiences immediate
rejection, expressed through isolation and
linguistic exclusion. His lament, “I am alone and
miserable; man will not associate with me”
(Shelley, ch. 15), reveals that monstrosity is
relationally produced. In Ishiguro’s novel,
abandonment is normalized. Kathy’s reflection,
“We had to think of ourselves as special”
(Ishiguro, p. 115), shows ideological
conditioning. Unlike Shelley’s Creature, who

reacts with rebellion, Ishiguro’s clones internalize

exclusion. Thus, Frankenstein represents rupture-

based abandonment, while Ishiguro represents
normalized abandonment.
Biopolitical Control and Disposable Life:

Foucault’s  biopolitics explains how
modern systems regulate life itself (Foucault
241). In Frankenstein, power is individualized
and sovereign, concentrated in Victor’s act of
creation. In Never Let Me Go, power is
institutionalized, where life is systematically
managed for medical extraction. Agamben’s
concept of “bare life” clarifies the clones’
condition as biologically alive but ethically
excluded. Both texts therefore reveal different
stages of Dbiopolitical development from
experimental ~ sovereignty  to  institutional
governance.

Posthuman Identity and Collapse of Human
Exceptionalism:

Both novels destabilize anthropocentric
definitions of humanity. The Creature exhibits
emotional intelligence and moral reasoning but is
excluded from society. Similarly, Ishiguro’s
clones demonstrate empathy and relational
awareness but are denied recognition. Posthuman
theory suggests that humanity is not biological
but relationally constructed. Exclusion in both
texts is therefore not due to lack of humanity but
refusal of recognition.

Affective Horror and Transformation of Fear:

Frankenstein employs Gothic excess
monstrosity, violence, and dramatic rejection to
externalize scientific anxiety. In contrast, Never
Let Me Go produces internalized horror
characterized by emotional numbness, silence,
and acceptance. This shift reflects a

transformation from visible Gothic terror to
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invisible biopolitical control. Horror becomes not

what is shown, but what is normalized.

Findings:
This study identifies the following key findings:

1. Scientific progress operates as emotional
and structural violence in both texts.

2. Emotional abandonment is a central
mechanism for constructing non-human
subjectivity.

3. Both novels destabilize fixed definitions
of humanity through relational exclusion.

4. Horror shifts from Gothic externalization
in Shelley to biopolitical normalization in
Ishiguro.

5. Both texts reveal a continuous anxiety
that science produces life faster than

ethics can regulate it.

Conclusion:

A comparative reading of Frankenstein
and Never Let Me Go demonstrates that scientific
progress, when detached from ethical

responsibility, produces systems of emotional

abandonment and ontological exclusion. Shelley
critiques early scientific ambition and moral
irresponsibility, while Ishiguro extends this
critique into contemporary biotechnological
governance. Together, both novels reveal a shared
condition of modernity: science produces
emotionally aware yet socially abandoned beings

when ethical care is absent.
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Abstract:

Ecocriticism emerged as a response to environmental crises and ecological degradation, which
became increasingly difficult to ignore during the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. In the
present time, the Earth is facing several severe environmental challenges that threaten a disastrous future.
This paper closely examines The Man-Eater of Malgudi by R. K. Narayan through an ecocritical
perspective.

In the novel, environmental disturbance begins with the arrival of Vasu, a taxidermist, who is
portrayed as the “man-eater” of Malgudi. His actions, particularly his cruel treatment and exploitation of
animals, symbolize a deeper ecological imbalance. The disruption is further emphasized through symbolic
acts, such as his invasion of Nataraj’s private space, which reflects a violation of both social and natural

harmony.

This study focuses on how Vasu’s destructive behavior represents environmental disorder and

crisis. It also explores various insightful interpretations of the novel from an ecocritical viewpoint,

highlighting the conflict between human greed and the natural world.

This paper focuses on how an ecocritical perspective can be applied to The Man-Eater of Malgudi

by R. K. Narayan in the context of environmental catastrophe. Malgudi is no longer merely a fictional

setting, it has evolved into a symbolic space and a chronotope that reflects the growth of a progressive

society and culture within a postcolonial world.

The global outbreak of the COVID-19 has
once again brought attention to issues of
environmental crisis and ecological imbalance,
both in the present and for the future. Although
environmental disasters may occur naturally, in
the Anthropocene era they are largely
anthropogenic—caused by human actions—and
have become more frequent and intense. Whether
natural or human-induced, such disruptions to
nature disturb the socio-ecological balance,
worsen social, economic, and political conditions,
and raise critical concerns about justice, human

rights, and equality.

Critic C. D. Narasimhaiah considers The
Man-Eater of Malgudi somewhat of an anticlimax
following The Guide, widely regarded as a
masterpiece. However, the novel has received
significant critical appreciation and is often
considered one of Narayan’s finest works. It
gained immediate and widespread popularity
upon publication and was highly praised by
contemporary critics and reviewers.

Critics have observed that the unequal
exposure of people to climate variability, along
with the resulting deprivation of basic human
rights, is largely rooted in the historical practices

of colonialism and continues within the
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contemporary neo-colonial and neoliberal world
order. The human rights implications of climate
change have been powerfully represented in
imaginative literature by writers such as Octavia
Butler, Amitav Ghosh, Mohsin Hamid, John
Lanchester, Margaret Drabble, and Paolo
Bacigalupi. Their works vividly portray
individual and collective experiences of climate
change, transforming abstract scientific data into
tangible human realities and making the
consequences of ecological crises more
perceptible.

Human beings often display an
anthropocentric and possessive attitude toward
nature, leading to apathy and exploitation. In
many instances, this results in violent injustices
against the natural world, without consideration
of the long-term consequences. Nature, in turn,
responds with equally severe disruptions, creating
a cycle of ecological imbalance. In this context,
R. K. Narayan presents a striking portrayal of
environmental destruction through the character
of Vasu, the taxidermist, in The Man-Eater of
Malgudi. Vasu symbolizes the destructive
tendencies of modern civilization, as his actions
extend beyond cruelty to animals and reflect a
broader violation of ecological harmony.
Individuals like Vasu, who exploit both human
and non-human life, are ultimately responsible for
the environmental crises faced today and those
that may arise in the future.

The editors of the Times Literary
Supplement praised the novel, describing it as one
of Narayan’s most delightful portrayals of
Malgudi. They highlight how the peaceful life of
Nataraj, a printer, and his circle of friends is
disrupted by the arrival of Vasu, a domineering
taxidermist whose presence introduces chaos and
tension into the community. Vasu’s threat to a
temple elephant, which Nataraj holds dear, leads

to a sequence of events that are both comic and

tragic, combining suspense with  moral
complexity.

One of the most striking aspects of the
novel is the large-scale killing of animals and the
brutal process of taxidermy. These actions
symbolize a broader ecological disorder and can
be interpreted as a critique of environmental
degradation. The theme of hunting, as depicted in
the novel, invites further exploration through an
ecocritical lens, emphasizing the relationship
between human violence and environmental
destruction.

Vasu is portrayed as a villain—one who
disregards the well-being of others and seeks to
dominate both people and nature. His character
may be compared to Iago from Othello, though
Vasu lacks the intellectual depth associated with
Shakespeare’s creation. In contrast, Nataraj
appears as an unheroic figure whose simplicity is
overshadowed by Vasu’s aggressive personality.
As a taxidermist, Vasu intrudes upon the peaceful
life of Malgudi and disrupts its harmony. His
intelligence and boldness, when misdirected, lead
to destructive actions. He justifies his behavior by
claiming human superiority —over nature,
presenting himself as a rootless intellectual who
embodies a misguided scientific outlook and a
competitive, exploitative attitude toward the
natural world.

Matthew Cartmill (1993), in his book A
View to a Death in the Morning: Hunting and
Nature throughout History, introduces the concept
of “romantic hunting.” He defines it as the image
of a white man living simply in the wilderness,
maintaining close relations with native people,
rejecting modern civilization, and hunting only to
meet basic needs such as food and clothing.
However, this notion of “romantic hunting”
ultimately serves to justify and legitimize hunting
practices and reflects a deeply anthropocentric

worldview.
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In The Man-Eater of Malgudi by R. K.

Narayan, similar attitudes toward hunting are
evident. The forest officer Ramaswami is reported
to have killed at least eighteen elephants and sixty
tigers, with the justification that these acts were
necessary to protect human life. This reasoning
highlights an anthropocentric perspective, where
human interests are prioritized over ecological
balance. The novel further emphasizes this
mindset through statements such as the economic
valuation of animals, suggesting that an elephant
is more valuable dead than alive because of the
profit that can be made from its body parts.
Such portrayals reveal how human intrusion into
natural habitats disrupts ecological harmony,
often provoking animals to retaliate against
human settlements. The justification of killing
animals in the name of safety thus reflects a
deeper imbalance between humans and nature.
Moreover, the novel’s depiction of hunting
culture aligns with the character of Vasu, whose
cruel and exploitative attitude toward both human
and non-human life exemplifies the destructive
consequences of an anthropocentric worldview.

Md. A. R. Sarker (2019), in his study
Ecocritical Analysis of R. K. Narayan’s The Man-
Eater of Malgudi, argues that from an ecocritical
perspective, taxidermy represents an artificial
reconstruction of nature. According to him, the
so-called “art” of taxidermy 1is inherently
artificial, as it fabricates and distorts the true
essence of animal life.

In The Man-Eater of Malgudi, R. K.
Narayan intensifies this idea through vivid and
unsettling imagery. He describes skins hanging
out to dry, heaps of dead squirrels and birds lying
in corners, the stench of decaying flesh and raw
hide, the removal of eyes from carcasses and their
replacement with artificial lenses, and the
preservation of skins in salt after flaying. Such

graphic descriptions highlight the violence

inflicted on nature and emphasize the disturbing
artificiality of taxidermy.

Sarker further observes a parallel with
The Lorax, noting that before the arrival of Vasu,
a sense of harmony and peace prevailed in
Nataraj’s house and in Malgudi. This balance is
disrupted by Vasu’s intrusion, which gradually
alters both the physical environment and
Nataraj’s psychological state. Vasu’s presence
begins to influence Nataraj’s thinking, as
reflected in his reaction to the forest officer’s
moralizing manuscript, where he expresses
discomfort with rigid moral expectations.

As the narrative progresses, Vasu’s erratic
behavior confuses and unsettles Nataraj. Despite
recognizing Vasu’s destructive tendencies,
Nataraj paradoxically finds himself admiring him
and even attempting to shield him from criticism.
Gradually, Nataraj becomes increasingly watchful
and psychologically affected, entering a state of
heightened awareness. Ultimately, he begins to
unconsciously identify with the aggressor,
revealing the profound impact of Vasu’s
dominance and the subtle erosion of moral and
ecological balance.

In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries,
a period marked by increasing threats to both
plant and animal life, there still exist certain
regions where non-human species live relatively
undisturbed. However, rapid human
encroachment into these areas makes it
increasingly difficult to ensure their safety in the
future. This reality is reflected in The Man-Eater
of Malgudi, where R. K. Narayan presents
Nataraj’s observation of birds freely searching for
food in the early morning, accompanied by his
reflection that they are fortunate to remain beyond
the destructive reach of Vasu.

Vasu is thus portrayed as an embodiment
of evil, whose presence disrupts the peaceful life
of Malgudi and threatens Nataraj’s stability. His
unauthorized occupation of Nataraj’s attic further
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highlights his disregard for social and moral
boundaries. Although active and assertive, Vasu
carries within himself the seeds of his own
destruction, which ultimately lead to his downfall.

From an ecocentric perspective, it is
important to note that negative traits are often
wrongly attributed to animals, whereas, in reality,
such destructive characteristics belong to human
beings. As pointed out by Md. A. R. Sarker
(2019), human cruelty is frequently projected
onto  innocent  animals, revealing an
anthropocentric bias.

The novel concludes with a powerful
symbolic message. Vasu’s fate resembles that of
Bhasmasura, who destroys himself through his

own power. Nature, represented even through

small creatures like mosquitoes, contributes to his
end. This scene also recalls the mythological
episode of Kansa and the birth of Krishna, where
divine intervention leads to the downfall of
tyranny.

Malgudi, as envisioned by Narayan,
functions as more than a mere setting; it becomes
a living space, a chronotope that reflects
emerging consciousness in postcolonial India.
The novel ultimately demonstrates that human
beings and nature are intrinsically interconnected.
Through a postcolonial and ecocritical reading,
Narayan’s works reveal a rich plurality of
perspectives, emphasizing the multiple roles that

nature plays in a materialistic modern world.
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Abstract:

The Khadi movement in the history of the Indian freedom struggle was not merely an economic
activity, rather, it served as a powerful political weapon, a symbol of self-reliance, and a silent
revolutionary wave against British imperialism. This movement, which breathed life into Mahatma
Gandhi's core concepts of Swadeshi and Swaraj, took deep root across Karnataka. Under the stellar
leadership of stalwarts like the 'Lion of Karnataka' Gangadharrao Deshpande and the 'Gandhi of
Karnataka' Hardekar Manjappa, the boycott of foreign textiles and the adoption of the spinning wheel
(Charkha) transformed into a popular mass movement. Providing an alternative economic refuge to the
rural masses distressed by the exploitative commercial policies of the Raj, the movement permeated every
corner of the region following the historic 1924 Belagavi Congress Session. This article analyzes the unique
role played by the Khadi movement in fostering unprecedented patriotism, breaking socio-economic
barriers, and awakening national consciousness among the common people.

Keywords: Khadi Movement, Belagavi Session, Swadeshi Economy, Gangadharrao Deshpande,
Hardekar Manjappa, Badanaval, Gram Swaraj.

Introduction: and adopting indigenous Khadi, the Indian

The Khadi movement stands as one of the populace struck at the very economic foundation

most distinctive and effective chapters in the
annals of the Indian national movement.
Launched under the guidance of Mahatma Gandhi
in the early 1920s, this crusade was never
confined to the mere production of hand-spun
cotton cloth. Instead, it emerged as an ideological
framework for Swadeshi awareness, rural self-
sufficiency, and non-violent resistance against
British institutional rule.

Gandbhiji formulated the Khadi doctrine as
a direct counter-strategy to the mercantilist
colonial policies that systematically drained

India's wealth. By boycotting Manchester textiles

of British imperialism. Through this massive
socio-political mobilization, the humble spinning
wheel was elevated into a silent yet revolutionary

weapon of resistance.

Economic Background:

Prior to the consolidation of British rule,
the weaving industry in northern Karnataka most
notably across the districts of Vijayapura,
Bagalkote, Gadag, and Belagavi as well as within
the princely state of Mysore, enjoyed global
renown. However, colonial trade policies

disrupted this ecosystem by purchasing India's
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raw cotton at artificially depressed rates and
exporting it directly to the mechanized mills of
Manchester and Lancashire. The mass-produced
factory textiles were subsequently re-imported
into Indian markets and sold at cheap, predatory
prices. Consequently, traditional artisan and
weaving communities of Karnataka, including the
Devanga, Padmashali, and Shettigar societies, lost
their livelihoods and were plunged into
generational poverty.

Furthermore, these colonial interventions
destroyed the crucial agrarian fallback options
that  provided rural  households  with
supplementary income during the agricultural off-
season. This loss was felt acutely in North
Karnataka, a region frequently ravaged by severe
droughts, where agrarian laborers were left
entirely without an economic safety net.

The primary economic objective of the
Khadi movement was to stem this massive drain
of national capital. The movement operated on
the profound economic truth that if a wvillage's
cotton is carded, spun, and woven within the
community by local hands, the wealth generated
remains native, revitalizing the foundational

grass-roots economy.

The Philosophy of Khadi:

Believing that economic emancipation
was inherently tied to political sovereignty,
Gandhiji positioned Khadi upon several core
philosophical pillars.

The essence of Swadeshi thought lay in
dismantling the dependence on foreign

manufactures by aggressively promoting and

consuming goods produced within local rural
ecosystems.

The movement explicitly challenged the
deep-seated social hierarchies of India. By
insisting that every individual, irrespective of
caste, creed, or economic status, spin the Charkha
daily, the movement sought to dignify manual
labor and erode rigid societal divisions.

While Western industrialization
concentrated capital in the hands of a few urban
conglomerates, the Khadi industry championed
economic decentralization, aiming to transform

every village into a self-reliant, autonomous

production center.

National Level Centres of Inspiration:
Sabarmati Ashram: The Birthplace of the
Movement:

The spiritual and organizational heart of
the nationwide Khadi movement was the
Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat. Upon his return to
India, Mahatma Gandhi established this ashram as
the primary laboratory for his satyagraha
experiments. It was here that the systematic
production of hand-spun yarn and Khadi cloth
was first institutionalized. By making the donning
of Khadi mandatory for ashram residents and
training visiting regional leaders in spinning
techniques, Sabarmati provided the freedom
struggle with its iconic national uniform.
Sevagram Ashram and Wardha: The
Organizational Hub:

By the 1930s, Wardha and the Sevagram
Ashram in Maharashtra succeeded Sabarmati as
the principal headquarters for Gandhiji’s

nationwide constructive programs.
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To systematically scale the movement,
Gandhiji established the All India Spinners'
Association, managing its expansive regulatory
and policy decisions directly from Wardha.

Beyond textile production, Wardha served
as the ideological nursery where comprehensive
blueprints to revive allied village cottage
industries were drafted, effectively laying a
resilient foundation for an alternative Indian rural

economy.

The Rise and Evolution of the Khadi
Movement in Karnataka:

As the Non-Cooperation Movement
gathered momentum in the early 1920s, the mass
boycott of foreign goods rendered the local
production of alternative textiles an immediate
necessity. Responding to this call, frontline
regional leaders of Karnataka traveled extensively
through rural areas to distribute spinning wheels
and establish handlooms. Through their persistent
grassroots  mobilization, systematic Khadi
production centers and regional cooperative
networks rapidly manifested across the landscape.
The 1924 Belagavi Congress Session and the
Khadi Movement:

The 1924 Belagavi National Congress
Session stands out not merely as a major political
conference, but as a watershed moment for the
cultural self-respect and economic assertion of
Karnataka. Notably, this was the solitary historic
Congress session presided over by Mahatma
Gandhi in his entire political career, etching
Belagavi permanently into national history.

The soil of Belagavi provided the ideal

venue to give a highly structured, institutional

form to Gandhiji’s dual strategy of the Charkha
and Khadi, effectively weaponizing these tools to
counter the economic dominance of the colonial
administration.

It was during this historic session that
Gandhiji introduced the revolutionary 'yarn
franchise' into the Congress constitution. Under
this mandate, any individual seeking primary
membership in the party was required to
personally spin and contribute a minimum of
2,000 yards of yarn monthly and exclusively wear
white Khadi. This brilliant organizational move
successfully fused political activism with the
dignity of physical labor.

An extensive exhibition organized
alongside the session allowed weavers from
North Karnataka and the Old Mysore region to
display premium, hand-loomed Khadi garments.
Witnessing this display firsthand, Gandhiji highly
commended the exquisite skill, artistic precision,
and dedication of the Kannada artisans.

Under the capable organizational stewardship of
Gangadharrao Deshpande and the tireless
hospitality of the reception committee, the
Belagavi session galvanized the leadership of
Karnataka. Returning to their respective home
districts, these inspired leaders pledged to
establish an expansive network of Khadi

production units in their hometowns.

Major Khadi Centers of Karnataka and
Regional Influence:
Gadag and Rona: The Power Centers of
Weavers:

The agrarian tracts of Gadag and Rona

had long been celebrated for their superior cotton
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yields and indigenous weaving traditions. When
the nationalist call resonated, the local weaving
communities of Gadag, Rona, and nearby Ilkal
systematically halted the processing of imported
mill yarn. Households transformed into mini-
production units centered around the Charkha.
The Khadi fabric and distinctive Gandhi caps
produced in this belt were regularly smuggled to
active satyagrahis across the wider Bombay
Presidency.

Vijayapura and Bagalkote: Centers of Rural
Awareness:

In the arid districts of Vijayapura and
Bagalkote, the Khadi movement seamlessly
merged with broader socio-economic reform.
Hardekar Manjappa championed this cause by
journeying through remote villages to popularize
the Charkha. By setting up Swadeshi centers in
rural pockets around Mudhol, he cultivated a
profound sense of self-reliance  among
agricultural communities. His advocacy led local
farmers to embrace spinning as a daily spiritual
and national vow during the lean agrarian months.
Dakshina Kannada and Udupi Districts:
Economic Boycott:

In the coastal commercial centers of
Mangaluru and Udupi, dedicated Khadi Bhandars
were established. Rather than acting as mere retail
outlets, these spaces functioned as community
hubs offering free spinning lessons to the public.
Nationalist volunteers in Udupi and Karkala
organized picketing campaigns outside foreign
cloth emporiums, demonstrating their resistance

by publicly burning heaps of foreign textiles.

Uttara Kannada District: Ankeola, Sirsi, and
Siddapura:

Uttara Kannada was a primary crucible
for radical coastal satyagrahas. Following the
historic Salt Satyagraha at Ankola, the district
embraced the Khadi movement with equal fervor.
Rural women across Sirsi and Siddapura
integrated the Charkha into their daily household
routines. Undeterred by colonial police brutality,
local youths marched through public squares
wearing Khadi caps and raising nationalist
slogans.

The Kingdom of Mysore and the Badanaval
Center:

In sharp contrast to the British-
administered  provinces, the  progressive
administration of the princely state of Mysore—
under the enlightened patronage of Maharaja
Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar and Dewan Sir
Mirza Ismail—actively promoted indigenous
enterprises. The state government extended vital
financial grants and infrastructural support to
local weavers.

The village of Badanaval in the old
Mysore province emerged as a premier model for
rural industrialization. Established in 1927
through the dedicated efforts of freedom fighters
Tagaduru Ramachandra Rao and G. Ramachari,
the center received a major boost when Mahatma
Gandhi visited it personally that same year.
Deeply impressed by its streamlined, efficient
spinning and weaving operations, Gandhiji’s
endorsement catalyzed the expansion of Khadi

enterprises across Southern Karnataka.
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Contributions of Prominent Leaders and the
Revolutionary Role of Women:
The Labours of Stalwart Leaders:

Gangadharrao Deshpande pioneered the
systematic expansion of the Khadi movement in
northern Karnataka. Utilizing his close proximity
to Gandhiji, he translated the abstract ideals of
Swadeshi into an organized public crusade after
the 1924 Belagavi session, setting up distribution
channels that supplied free Charkhas to thousands
of impoverished rural households.

Hardekar ~ Manjappa  single-handedly
institutionalized the message of the Charkha
across the rural landscapes of Vijayapura and
Bagalkote. Leading by personal example through
his austere lifestyle and exclusive use of Khadi,
Manjappa utilized his journalism, public
discourses, and nationalist pamphlets to embed
Swadeshi values deep within the rural
consciousness.

Karnad Sadashiva Rao sacrificed his
personal fortune to sustain the Khadi
infrastructure  in  coastal Karnataka. He
established essential Swadeshi Bhandars across
Mangaluru and Udupi, ensuring that independent
weavers received fair compensation and
consistent market access for their products.
Tagaduru Ramachandra Rao earned distinction as
the architect of Khadi in the Old Mysore region.
The Badanaval center, which flourished under his
supervision, served as an enduring model of rural
economic empowerment.

The Role of Women:

The Khadi movement served as a

powerful catalyst for social emancipation in

Karnataka, enabling women to transcend

traditional domestic confinement and assume
frontline roles in the freedom struggle.

Under the leadership of Umabai
Kundapur, the mobilization of women in the
Hubballi region achieved remarkable success.
Through the Bhagini Mandala institution, she
provided structured spinning training to urban and
rural women alike. This organized network
skillfully managed the high-risk logistics of
covertly transporting Khadi uniforms and
classified correspondence to  underground
freedom fighters.

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay spearheaded
the preservation of native handicrafts and Khadi
both regionally and on the national stage. Her
powerful rhetoric mobilized large assemblies of
women along the coastal belt, leading massive
picketing demonstrations against colonial trade
hubs.

Socio-Economic Impacts:

By restoring agency to traditional
weaving communities displaced by foreign
factory competition, the Khadi movement
functioned as a successful practical blueprint for
rural economic rehabilitation.

Furthermore, the movement actively
advanced the cause of social justice and anti-
untouchability across Karnataka. By bringing
individuals from dominant and marginalized
castes together in communal spinning circles, the
movement helped erode rigid social hierarchies
and promote democratic solidarity.

Prominent Khadi and Village Industries
Associations:
To provide structured national direction,

the All India Spinners' Association was formed in

61



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 38

ISSN - 2347-7075

1925 under Gandhiji's guidance, followed in 1934
by the All India Village Industries Association,
organized in tandem with the pioneering
institutional economist J.C. Kumarappa. These
bodies looked beyond textile production to
rejuvenate the entire ecosystem of rural cottage
crafts.

In North Karnataka, the early efforts to
organize weavers culminated post-independence
in the formal registration of the Karnataka
Khadi Gramodyoga

(KKGSS) in 1957 at Bengeri, Hubballi. It

Samyukta  Sangha
remains a matter of immense historical pride for
the people of Karnataka that this federated
institution stands today as the sole authorized
center certified to manufacture the official
national tricolor flag of India in strict compliance

with the Bureau of Indian Standards.

Conclusion:

The Khadi movement in Karnataka
evolved far beyond a mere adjunct to political
nationalism; it transformed into a profound
assertion of regional identity, economic self-
reliance, and social egalitarianism. The economic
challenge posed by Kannada weavers using the
Charkha directly undermined the commercial
foundations of colonial rule. The Swadeshi ideals
sown at the Belagavi Session and nurtured at
centers like Badanaval live on dynamically today.
Reborn as the nation's official tricolor flag crafted
carefully at Bengeri in Hubballi, Khadi continues
to fly proudly across the globe—a timeless, living
monument to the historic triumph of Karnataka's

Khadi movement.
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Abstract:

Digital media now plays a crucial role in daily life, impacting economic activity, education, and
communication. Members of women's self-help groups (SHGs), particularly in rural and semi-urban
regions, are progressively embracing digital platforms for a variety of uses, including social contact,
financial transactions, and information access. The usage patterns, goals, difficulties, and effects on women
SHG members' empowerment are the main topics of this study's investigation of their digital media habits.
The study uses survey techniques and a descriptive research design to get information from specific SHG
members. The results show that although the use of digital media is growing, obstacles such low digital
literacy, restricted device access, and sociocultural limitations still exist. The study comes to the conclusion
that improving digital infrastructure and literacy can greatly increase SHG women's ability to use digital
media effectively.

Keywords: Self-Help Groups (SHGs), Digital Literacy, Rural Women, Digital Media, Women's
Empowerment, Social Media Use, And Financial Inclusion

Introduction:

Digital media has fundamentally
transformed the ways in which individuals
communicate, interact, and access information in
contemporary society. The rapid expansion of
mobile technologies and affordable internet
connectivity has enabled even marginalized and
underprivileged communities to participate in the
digital ecosystem
Telecommunication Union, 2023; World Bank,

2022). In countries like India, national initiatives

(International

such as Digital India have accelerated digital
inclusion by promoting connectivity, digital
literacy, and access to online services (Ministry of

Electronics and Information Technology, 2023).

Within this context, Self-Help Group
(SHG) women play a vital role in advancing
community welfare, financial inclusion, and
grassroots development. SHGs, supported by
institutions such as National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development, have empowered women
through savings, credit access, and collective
entrepreneurship (National Bank for Agriculture
and Rural Development, 2021). The integration of
digital media into their daily lives has created
new opportunities for communication, education,
financial transactions, and income generation.
Digital platforms, including mobile applications
and social networks, enable SHG women to

access information, market products, and build
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wider social and economic networks (UN
Women, 2022).

Understanding these usage patterns is
essential for designing inclusive policies and
interventions that promote women’s
empowerment and socio-economic development.
A comprehensive analysis of how SHG women
engage with digital media can help stakeholders
address existing barriers and effectively leverage
digital tools for sustainable and inclusive growth
(International Telecommunication Union, 2023;

UN Women, 2022).

Review of Literature:

Yashwantsa Zesaja and Ashwathwaganga
(2025), in their research paper titled “Digital
Empowerment and Self-Reliance: A Techno-
Social Perspective”, have explored how digital
literacy and access to digital tools can promote
self-reliance = and  empowerment  among
marginalized communities. The study emphasizes
the need for inclusive participation of women and
rural populations in the digital revolution.
Focusing on women’s empowerment, the paper
highlights the role of financial independence and
digital literacy in transforming their lives.

Seema Ghosh and Others (2024) have published
a research paper titled “Achieving the
Sustainable Development Goal of Women
Empowerment: A Study Among Self-Help
Groups in India.” The study was conducted in
Mysuru district and analyzes the level of
empowerment among women who are members
of Self-Help Groups (SHGs). The study attempts
to understand the impact of SHGs on women's
empowerment across economic, social, and
political dimensions. It outlines how participation
in these groups has brought about significant
changes in the lives of women.

Srishti Aryan (2024), in her study, Digital
transformation and women empowerment: A

study of microfinance through self-help groups

in Bhagalpur, Bihar, analyzes how digital
technologies contribute to strengthening women’s
empowerment within SHGs. Aryan highlights
that SHGs, which have historically played a vital
role in financial inclusion and socio-economic
advancement, have further expanded their impact
with the adoption of digital tools. Using a mixed-
methods framework that integrates surveys and
interviews, the research reveals that digitalization
enhances access to financial services, promotes
financial literacy, and fosters greater transparency

in transactions.

Statement of the Problem:
“Digital Media Habits Among Women Self-
Help Group (SHG) Members”

Objectives of the Study:

1. To examine how SHG women use digital
media in their daily lives.

2. To identify the purposes and motivations
behind digital media usage.

3. To analyze the challenges faced by SHG
women in using digital media.

4. To assess the role of digital media in
promoting women’s empowerment.

5. To suggest measures for improving digital
literacy and the effective use of digital
technologies.

Research Methodology:

The study uses a descriptive research
approach to examine SHG women's use of digital
media. The study makes use of both primary and
secondary data sources. Structured surveys and
interviews with SHG members are used to gather
primary data. Books, journals, and pertinent
reports are the sources of secoOndary data.
Respondents are chosen using a purposive
sampling technique. Simple statistical tools like
tabulation and percentages are used to assess the
gathered data.
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Data Analysis:
Table 1: Age
Age Respondents Percentage
Below 20 34 28.3%
21-30 72 60%
31-40 8 6.7%
41-50 2 1.7%
50 and above 4 3.3%
Total 120 100%

The table 1 presents the age distribution
of respondents. The data shows that the majority
of respondents belong to the 21-30 age group,
accounting for 60% (N = 72), indicating that
young adults form the largest segment of the
study. This is followed by respondents below 20
years, who constitute 28.3% (N = 34), reflecting
a significant presence of younger participants. In
contrast, the representation of older age groups is
comparatively low. Respondents aged 31-40
years account for 6.7% (N = 8), while those in
the 41-50 age group make up only 1.7% (N = 2).
Similarly, respondents aged S50 and above
constitute 3.3% (N = 4). The data indicates that
the sample is predominantly composed of
younger individuals, with minimal participation

from older age groups.

Table 2: Education Qualification of the

a degree. There is a significant representation of
highly educated people, as evidenced by the 44
respondents (36.7%) who have pursued higher
education. On the other hand, 10 respondents, or
8.3% of the sample, lack formal schooling.
Furthermore, six respondents (5%) each fall into
the PUC, high school, and primary education
levels, indicating relatively low representation in

these categories.

Table 3: Occupation of the Respondents

Occupation Respondents | Percentage
Homemaker 20 16.7%
Agriculture 20 16.7%
Small Business 16 13.3%

Daily Wage 6 10%
Labour

Other (Specify) 55 48.3%
Total 120 100%

Respondents
Education Respondents | Percentage
Qualification
[lliterate 10 8.3%
Primary 6 5%
High School 6 5%
PUC 6 5%
Degree 48 40%
Higher Education 44 36.7%
Total 120 100%

Table 2: shows the educational
qualifications of the respondents. Higher degrees
of education have been acquired by most of the
respondents, it is noted. It is the most prevalent
category, with 48 responders (40%) having erned

Table 3: presents the occupational
distribution of the respondents. With 55
respondents (48.3%), the highest percentage falls
under the "Other" category, suggesting that many
respondents work in a variety of or unidentified
occupations. Twenty respondents (16.7%) are
homemakers, and another twenty respondents
(16.7%) work in agriculture, indicating that these
are the most prevalent traditional employment
among the designated categories. Furthermore, 16
respondents (13.3%) have small firms, indicating
a moderate level of entrepreneurship. Six
respondents (10%), a smaller percentage, work
for a daily wage, suggesting that this group is

underrepresented.

90




I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 38

ISSN - 2347-7075

Table 4: Monthly Family Income of the

responders from urban regions, the majority are
from rural areas. This distribution suggests that
the study's reflect rural

findings mostly

perspectives,  situations, and  experiences,
particularly in relation to digital opportunities and

resource accessibility.

Table 6: Do you own a mobile phone?

Respondents
income Respondents | Percentage

Below 10,000 52 43.3%
B) %10,000— 30 25%
20,000
() 20,000— 24 20%
30,000
D) Above 14 11.7%
%30,000

Total 120 100%

Table 4 displays the monthly household
income of the respondents. It is discovered that
the majority of responders fall into the lower
income range. A significant percentage of the
population comes from economically
disadvantaged families, as evidenced by the fact
that 52 respondents (43.3%) had a monthly family
income of less than %10,000. Additionally, 30
respondents (25%) represent lower-middle-class
households with incomes between 10,000 and
%20,000. Furthermore, 24 respondents (20%)
make between 320,000 and %30,000, indicating a
moderate level of middle-class representation.
The smallest

group of respondents—14

(11.7%)—Dbelong to the income bracket above

Mobile Respondents Percentage
phone?
Yes 112 93.3%
No 8 6.7%
Total 120 100%

Table 6: presents the distribution of
respondents based on mobile phone ownership. It
is evident that the great majority of respondents
have a cell phone. There is a high degree of
access to mobile technology among the
respondents, as seen by the noteworthy 112
respondents (93.3%) who said they own a cell
phone. On the other hand, a relatively small
percentage of respondents—just 8, or 6.7%—said

they did not own a cell phone.

Table 7: Type of mobile phone used of the

230,000. Respondents
Type of Respondents Percentage
. Mobile
Table 5: Pl f Resid f th
able ace of Residence of the Basic 38 7%
Respondents Phone
Place Respondents Percentage Smart 82 68.3%
Rural 76 63.3% phone
Urban 44 36.7% Total 120 100%
Total 120 100%
The distribution of respondents according
Table 5 displays the respondents' to the kind of mobile phone used is shown in
respondents  (63.3%) reside in rural areas be smartphone users. There is a high degree of

indicates that the survey is predominantly rural in
nature.

However, a much smaller fraction of 44
(36.7%)
Overall, the data shows that while there are fewer

respondents reside  in  cities.

access to cutting-edge mobile technology, as seen
by the noteworthy 82 respondents (68.3%) who
said they wuse smartphone. However, 38
respondents (31.7%) use basic phones, indicating

that a sizable portion still uses basic mobile
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devices. Overall, the research shows that although
most respondents use smartphones, a sizable
portion still use conventional phones. This
implies that while there is a lot of potential for
digital engagement through smartphones, certain
respondents may not have complete access to
digital services and applications due to the

existence of basic phone users.

Table 8: Do you have access to the internet?

Table 9: Who assists you in using digital

devices?
Using Respondents Percentage
Digital
Devices
Self 84 70%
Family 20 16.7%
Members
Friends 14 11.7%
SHG 2 1.7%
Members
Total 120 100%

Internet? Respondents Percentage
Yes 118 98.3%
No 2 1.7%

Total 120 100%

The distribution of respondents according
to internet access is shown in Table 8. It is
evident that nearly every respondent has internet
connection. There is a high degree of digital
connectivity among the respondents, as seen by
the 118 respondents (98.3%) who reported.
Having interest access On the other hand, only 2
respondents (1.7%) stated that they lack internet
connection which is a very small percentage.

Overall, the data shows that almost all of
the respondents have access to the internet.
Strong potential for digital communication,
information access, and online involvement is
suggested by this pervasive connectedness.
Additionally, it suggests that internet accessibility
might not be a significant obstacle, even though
other elements like abilities and usage habits
might still have an impact on effective digital

literacy.

The distribution of respondents according
to who helps them use digital devices is shown in
Table 9. The majority of respondents are found to
be capable of using digital gadgets on their own.
A noteworthy 84 respondents (70%) said they use
digital devices independently, demonstrating a
high degree of independence and digital
proficiency. Nonetheless, 20 respondents (16.7%)
rely on family members for help, indicating that
family support is crucial for internet usage.
Furthermore, 14 respondents (11.7%) depend on
friends for assistance, demonstrating the impact
of peer support. There is little dependence on
group-based support systems for digital usage, as
only 2 respondent (1.7%) said they received help

from SHG members.

Table 10: How frequently do you use digital

media?

Opinion Respondents | Percentage
Daily 102 85%
Weekly 14 11.7%
Occasionally 2 1.7%

Never 2 1.7%
Total 120 100%

The Respondents of respondents' use of

digital media is seen in Table 10. It is clear that
most of the respondents regularly utilize digital
media. Significantly, 102 respondents (85%) said
they wused digital

platforms every day,
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demonstrating a very high degree of consistent
use. Additionally, 14 respondents (11.7%)
consume digital media once a week, indicating
moderate  consumption among a smaller
population. On the other hand, only two
respondents (1.7%) said they use digital media
occasionally, while another two respondents
(1.7%) said they never use it. Overall, the data
makes it abundantly evident that the majority of
respondents use digital media on a daily basis.
This regular use indicates a high level of
familiarity and engagement with  digital
platforms, which can have a good impact on
communication, digital awareness, and

information access.

Table 11: On average, how much time do you

spend on digital media per day?

for more than four hours a day, Suggesting a tiny

but noteworthy subset of heavy users.

Table 12: Primary purposes for using digital
media of the Respondents

Opinion Respondents | Percentage
Communication 70 58.3%
Entertainment 72 60%
Education 86 71.7%
Business/Income- 44 36.7%
generating
Activities
News and 74 61.7%
Information
Others: 34 28.3%

Time Respondents | Percentage
Less than 1 hour 32 26.7%
1-2 hours 40 33.3%
2—4 hours 28 23.3%
More than 4 20 16.7%
hours

Total 120 100%

The average amount of time respondents
spend on digital media each day is seen in Table
11. A significant percentage of respondents are
found to spend a modest amount of time on
digital platforms. The largest percentage of
respondents—40, or 33.3% —spend one to two
hours a day on digital media, suggesting that this
is the most typical usage pattern. Additionally, 32
respondents (26.7%) reported spending less than
an hour a day, indicating that a sizable portion of
consumers interact with digital media for shorter
periods of time. Furthermore, 28 respondents
(23.3%) reported spending two to four hours per
day, indicating a reasonably high degree of
engagement within this group. Notably, 20
respondents (16.7%) reported using digital media

Table 12: presents the primary purposes
for which respondents use digital media. Digital
media is seen to be used for a variety of reasons,
the most common of which being education. The
majority of 86 respondents (71.7%) stated that
they used digital media for educational purposes,
demonstrating a strong desire to study and expand
their knowledge. This 1is followed by 72
respondents (60%) who use digital media for
amusement and 74 respondents (61.7%) who use
digital media for news and information,
demonstrating that respondents actively use
digital platforms for both leisure and information.
Furthermore, digital media 1is wused for
communication by 70 respondents (58.3%),
underscoring its significance in preserving social
ties.

Additionally, 44 respondents (36.7%) said
they used digital media for commercial or
revenue-generating  purposes, suggesting a
moderate degree of economic use of digital
platforms.
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Table 13: Which digital platforms do you use
most frequently?

Opinion Respondents Percentage
WhatsApp 78 65%
YouTube 76 63.3%
Facebook 34 28.3%
Instagram 78 65%
Others: 22 18.3%

Table 13 highlights the digital platforms
most frequently used by respondents. The
findings show that messaging and social media
platforms dominate usage patterns. WhatsApp
and Instagram are the most widely used, each
with 65% (N = 78) of respondents, indicating
their strong role in communication and social
interaction. YouTube is also highly popular, with
63.3% (N = 76) of respondents using it, reflecting
a high preference for video-based content. In
contrast, Facebook is used by 28.3% (N = 34) of
respondents, showing comparatively lower
engagement. Additionally, 18.3% (N = 22) of
respondents use other platforms, indicating some

diversity in platform choice.

Table 14: able to use digital payment systems
of the Respondents (UP1/Online
Banking/Mobile Wallets)?

use digital payment systems, indicating
widespread adoption of cashless transactions. In
contrast, 13.3% (N = 16) of respondents stated
that they are unable to use these services,
suggesting the presence of a smaller group
lacking  sufficient knowledge, skills, or

confidence.

Table 15: Digital media has improved
knowledge and awareness of the Respondents

Opinion. Respondents | Percentage
Strongly Agree 42 35%
Agree 54 45%
Neutral 20 16.7%
Disagree 4 3.3%
Strongly Disagree 0 0
Total 120 100%

Independent | Respondents Percentage
Yes 112 93.3%
No 8 6.7%
Opinion Respondents Percentage
Yes 102 86.7%
No 16 13.3%
Total 120 100%

Table 14: presents the respondents’ ability
to use digital payment methods such as UPI,
internet banking, and mobile wallets. The
findings reveal a high level of financial digital
literacy among respondents. A large majority,
86.7% (N = 102), reported that they are able to

Table 15: presents the respondents’
opinions on whether digital media has improved
their knowledge and awareness. The findings
indicate a strong positive perception among
respondents. A majority, 45% (N = 54), agree,
while 35% (N = 42) strongly agree, showing that
most respondents believe digital media enhances
their knowledge and awareness. Meanwhile,
16.7% (N = 20) of respondents remain neutral,
indicating some uncertainty or mixed views. Only
a small proportion, 3.3% (N = 4), disagree, and

none of the respondents strongly disagree.

Conclusion:

The study clearly establishes that digital
media has emerged as a vital and transformative
force in the lives of women Self-Help Group
(SHG) members. The widespread availability of
smartphones and near-universal internet access
among respondents reflects strong digital
penetration and growing inclusion, even among
grassroots ~communities. Younger women,
particularly those in the 21-30 age group,

demonstrate higher engagement with digital
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platforms, indicating that age plays a significant
role in digital adoption and usage patterns. Digital
media is predominantly used for communication,
education, and accessing news and information,
making it an integral part of respondents’ daily
lives. The frequent and regular use of platforms
such as messaging apps, social media, and video-
sharing services highlights a shift toward more
interactive and accessible forms of information
consumption. Importantly, the study reveals that
digital media has contributed positively to
enhancing knowledge, awareness, communication
skills, and confidence among respondents. It has
enabled women to stay informed, connect with
wider networks, and participate more actively in

social, educational, and even economic activities.
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Abstract:

Digital media has become a major source of news consumption among youth due to its accessibility,

speed, and interactivity. This study examines youth news consumption patterns and factors influencing their

behavior. Using a descriptive research design, data were collected from 120 respondents through a

structured questionnaire via Google Forms. Findings show that smartphones and social media are the

preferred means of accessing news because of convenience and personalized content. However, traditional

media, especially newspapers, are still considered more credible and trustworthy. The study concludes that
digital and traditional media coexist, highlighting the importance of balancing fast news delivery with

credibility and reliability.

Keywords: Digital Media, News Consumption and Youths.

Introduction:

Digital technologies have transformed
news consumption, especially among youth who
increasingly depend on smartphones, social
media, and online platforms instead of traditional
media (Newman et al., 2023; Pew Research
Center, 2021). Digital media offers speed,
convenience, interactivity, and personalized
content, encouraging active participation through
sharing and engagement (boyd, 2014; Bucher,
2018). However, the growth of digital platforms
has also increased challenges such as
misinformation, fake news, and concerns
regarding  credibility = and  accountability
(Vosoughi, Roy, & Aral, 2018; Marwick &
Lewis, 2017). At the same time, traditional
newspapers and television face declining
audiences and financial pressures (Pew Research
Center, 2021). This study examines youth news

consumption patterns, platform preferences, trust
in digital media, and the impact of digital
platforms on traditional journalism and

democratic communication.

Review of Literature:

Bin Chen, Shuning Lu (2026) “In
Punishment We Trust: Analyzing Characteristics
and Credibility of Rumor- Debunking Messages
on Chinese Social Media” The findings indicate
that audiences view rumor- debunking
communication  with  information  about
punishment as more believable. Communications
from reputable and legitimate sources are more
trusted than those from unofficial outlets. User’s
belief and acceptance of debunking facts are
greatly increased by clear proof, a stern tone, and

accountability cues.
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Lilach Alon And etal (2025) “Information
practices and emotion regulation in wartime news
consumption” The findings demonstrate the

importance of institutional frameworks in

guaranteeing justice and accountability in

decision-making procedures. The analysis’s
findings show that public trust in the legal system
is enhanced by openness and adherence to
established protocols. Additionally, the study
concludes that

stronger governance and

compliance  results from the  efficient

implementation of legal obligations.

Statement of the Problem:
“Digital Media News Consumption among
Youth”

Objectives of the Study:
1. To investigate patterns of digital news
consumption among
2. To determine the most popular digital
platforms for news.
3. To examine elements that influence news
consuming behavior
4. To assess the believability perception of
digital news.
5. To determine the impact of digital news

consumption.

Research Methodology:
This study wuses a descriptive and
purposive research design to understand Digital
Consumption among Youth Media News.
Purposive sampling was used to choose 120
respondents in total. A systematic questionnaire
was used to collect primary data. To understand
the results, the responses were tabulated and
analyzed using digital tools, including Google
Forms and spreadsheets, to identify trends and

patterns.

ISSN - 2347-7075
Data Analysis:
Table 1: Respondents Age

Age Respondents | Percentage
18-20 17 14.2

21-23 36 30

24-26 20 16.7
Above 26 | 47 39.2

Total 120 100

The table shows that above 26 age group

has the highest percentage of responses (39.2%,
N=47). This is followed by the 21-23 age group,

which received (30%, N=36) of the responses,
demonstrating a large representation of young
people. The 24-26 age group accounts for (16.7%,
N=20) of respondents, with the fewest (14.2%,
N=17). The findings indicate that the study is
dominated by more senior respondents, with

fewer participants from younger age groups.

Table 2: Respondents Distribution by Gender

Gender Respondents | Percentage
Male 64 53.3
Female 56 46.7
Others 00 00

Total 120 100

According to the table, respondents are
male accounting for (53.3%, N=64) of the
sample. Female respondents total 56, accounting
for (46.7%, N=56). The others category has no
respondents 0%. This suggests that male
respondents outnumber female respondents by a
tiny margin. The difference is not significant,
implying a well balanced gender distribution. As
a result, the findings can be deemed reasonably
of both male

perspectives in the study.

representative and female
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Table 3: Respondents by educational

employ individuals. This variety of occupational

qualification backgrounds provides diverse perspective, yet the
Educational Respondents | Percentage findings may be more representative of student
Background opinions.
PUC/12th 8 6.7
Undergraduate 32 26.7
Postgraduate 54 45 Table 5: Daily Internet Use
Professional 19 15.8 Internet Use Respondents | Percentage
Courses - Less than 1 hour 23 19.2
Others (Specify) 7 5.8 1-3 hours 54 45
Total 120 100 3-5 hours 24 20
More than 5 hours | 19 15.8
The show that table postgraduates make Total 120 100
up the largest category of the 120 respondents,
accounting for 54 of them or (45%, N=54). This Show that table the majority of

demonstrates that a sizable proportion of the
sample has completed a higher level of schooling.
Undergraduates are the next largest group, with
(26.7%, N=32), followed by those who have
finished professional courses, with 19 (15.8%).
PUC/12" has less respondents (6.7%, N=8), while
others has (5.8%, N=7). The data show that the
majority of respondents are highly educated,
which may lead to more informed perspectives
and a better compression of the issue being
studied.
Table 4: Occupation Status

respondents (45%, N=54) spend 1-3 hours on the
internet each day. This shows that the majority of
respondents use the internet somewhat. Those
who use the internet for 3-5 hours account for
(20% N=24), while those who use it for less than
an hour make up (19.2%, N=23). a lower
Percentage of respondents (15.8%, N=19) spend
more than 5 hours online each day. The majority
of respondents use the internet moderately
Percentage spending long periods of time online.
This reflects the increasing relevance of the

internet in everyday activities such as information

access, communication, and entertainment.

Table 6: News consumption among

Occupational Respondents | Percentage
Status

Student 58 48.3
Employed 35 29.2

Self Employed 19 15.8

Other (Specify) 8 6.7

Total 120 100

The table demonstrates that students make
up the bulk of the sample, accounting for (48.3%,
N=58). this suggests that over half of the
responders are students. Employed people make
up the second-largest category, with (29.2%
N=35), followed by self-employed people at
(15%.8%, N=19). a lesser share (6.7%, N=8) falls
into the other group. The statistics indicate that
the study is primarily dominated by students, with

a reasonable representation of working and self-

respondents
News Respondents | Percentage
Consumption
Daily 65 54.2
Several times a |27 22.5
week
Occasionally 17 14.2
Rarely 5 4.2
Not at all 6 5
Total 120 100

According to the data, a majority of

respondents (54.2%) consume news on a daily
basis, indicating that news forms a regular part of
their routine. Additionally, 22.5% of respondents

access news multiple times per week, reflecting
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consistent, though less frequent, engagement. A
further 14.2%  report

occasionally, suggesting irregular exposure. Only

consuming  news

a small proportion of respondents consume news
rarely (4.2%) or not at all (5%), indicating
minimal disengagement. The findings suggest
that news consumption is widespread among
respondents, with most individuals engaging with
news either daily or on a weekly basis.

Table 7: Devices used to access news

Used for News Respondents | Percentage
Mobile phone 100 83.3
Laptop 30 25

Tablet 14 11.7
Computers 18 15

Others 19 15.8

Total 120 100

The table shows that most prevalent
device for news consumption is a cell phone,
which (83.3%, N=100) of respondents use,
followed by laptop is utilized by (25%, N=30) of
respondents, making them the second most
popular gadget. Computers account for (15%,
N=18) of respondents, while (15.8%, N=19) of
respondents use other devices. Tablets are the
least used devices, with only (11.7%, N=14)
percent. The results clearly shows that mobile
phones are the primary and most convenient way
to access news, reflecting the increasing reliance
on smartphones for quick and easy access to

information anytime and anywhere.

Table 8: Preferred news platforms by

Table 8 presents the distribution of
respondents based on their preferred news
platforms. The data clearly indicates that social
media is the most dominant platform, with
65.8% (N = 79) of respondents relying on it for
news consumption. This highlights a strong
inclination toward easily accessible, real-time,
and interactive digital sources. Mainstream media
in its digital form continues to hold relevance, as
27.5% (N = 33) of respondents prefer digital
newspapers. Similarly, news websites are used
by 24.2% (N = 29) of respondents, reflecting
sustained trust in established online news sources.
News apps are preferred by 21.7% (N = 26) of
respondents, suggesting moderate usage, possibly
due to personalized content delivery and
notification features. The category labeled
“Other” accounts for 18.3% (N = 22), indicating
the presence of alternative or niche platforms. In
contrast, news aggregators are the least utilized,
with only 7.5% (N = 9) of respondents,
suggesting limited awareness or preference for
such platforms among the sample. The data
demonstrates a clear shift toward digital and
mobile-friendly platforms, with social media
leading as the primary source of news, while
traditional digital formats like newspapers and
websites continue to maintain a significant

presence.

Table 9: Most popular Social Media platforms

for news
Most Used Social | Respondents | Percentage
Media
WgatsApp 25 20.8
Instagram 35 29.2
Facebook 11 9.2
Twitter(X) 11 9.2
YouTube 29 24.2
Other 9 7.5
Total 120 100

respondents
News Platform Respondents | Percentage
Social media 79 65.8
Main Stream | 33 27.5
Media Digital
Newspapers
News apps 26 21.7
News websites 29 24.2
News Aggregator |9 7.5
Other 22 18.3
Total 120 100

The data indicates that Instagram is the

most preferred platform for news consumption,
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used by 29.2% of respondents. This highlights the
increasing importance of visual and short-form
content in the dissemination of news. YouTube
ranks second at 24.2%, suggesting a strong
preference for video-based news content among
users. WhatsApp is used by 20.8% of
respondents, indicating its continued relevance as
a medium for sharing and accessing news through
personal networks and group communication. In
contrast, Facebook and X are each used by 9.2%
of respondents, reflecting comparatively lower
reliance on these platforms for news purposes.
The “Other” category accounts for 7.5%. Overall,
the findings reveal a clear inclination toward
visually engaging and easily shareable platforms
such as Instagram and YouTube, while traditional
social networking platforms like Facebook and X

are less frequently used for news consumption.

Table 10: Respondents preferred news types

moderate attention, reflecting an interest in
analytical and in-depth content among a
considerable segment of respondents. In
comparison, court-related news (22.5%) and
crime (20%) receive relatively lower preference.
The remaining categories together account for
18.3%, indicating limited but diverse interests in
other news types. Overall, the data demonstrates
that respondents engage with a balanced mix of

serious and entertainment-oriented news content.

Table 11: Reasons to prefer digital media

Preferring Digital | Respondents | Percentage
Media:

Fast updates 59 49.2

Easy access 29 24.2

Free of cost 13 10.8
Variety of content | 13 10.8

Other 6 5

Total 120 100

Favorite  Social | Respondents | Percentage
Media News

Politics 59 49.2
Sports 54 45
Entertainment 58 48.3
Courts 27 22.5
Investigative 38 31.7
Reports

Education 49 40.8
Science and | 40 33.3
Technology

Crime 24 20
Others 22 18.3

The data reveals that politics is the most
preferred news category, with 49.2% of
respondents showing interest, indicating strong
engagement with current affairs and governance-
related issues. Entertainment follows closely at
45%, highlighting a significant inclination toward
leisure and lifestyle-oriented content. Education is
preferred by 40.8% of respondents, suggesting a
notable demand for informative and knowledge-
based news. Meanwhile, science and technology
(33.3%) and investigative reports (31.7%) attract

The table shows that 49.2% of
respondents favor digital media for its fast
updates. This demonstrates that immediacy and
real-time knowledge are extremely valuable. Easy
access is the second most important reason,
accounting for 24.2%, emphasizing the simplicity
of accessing news at any time and from
anywhere. Both free and variety of material are
chosen by 10.8% of respondents, indicating that
affordability and numerous content possibilities
have a role, albeit to a smaller amount. A tiny
Percentage (5%) falls into other categories.

The evidence reveals that speed and
convenience are the most important variables
driving the preference for digital media, with cost

and content variety having a small impact.
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Table 14: News Verification practices prior to

IJAAR
Table 12: Time spent on digital news daily
Time Spent Respondents | Percentage
Less than 30 | 47 39.2

minutes

30-60 minutes 46 38.3
1-2 hours 15 12.5
More than 2 hours | 12 10
Total 120 100

According to the table, the majority of

sharing
News Verifying Respondents | Percentage
Always 60 50
Sometimes 41 34.2
Rarely 15 12.5
Never 4 33
Total 120 100

The data shows that 50% (N = 60) of

respondents (39.2%) spend less than 30 minutes
each day reading digital news. This suggests that
many respondents favor frequent updates over
lengthy news coverage. A roughly identical
38.3%,
indicating that a sizable propotion of respondents

proportion, spend 30-60 minutes,
interact moderately with digital news. A lower
Percentage, 12.5%, spends 1-2 hours per day on
digital news, with only 10% spending more than 2

respondents always verify news before sharing it,
indicating a strong sense of responsibility and
misinformation. A
342% (N = 41),

occasionally verify news, suggesting that

awareness  regarding

significant proportion,
although they are cautious, their verification
practices are not consistent. A smaller segment of
limited verification
behavior, with 12.5% (N = 15) rarely checking

respondents demonstrates

hours.

Table 13: Perceived reliability of digital news

news and 3.3%

N =

information before sharing it.

4) never verifying

Table 15: The most trusted source of news

Reliability Respondents | Percentage
Very reliable 29 24.2
reliable 39 32.5
Neutral 44 36.7
Unreliable 2 1.7

Very Unreliable 6 5

Total 120 100

Trusted Source Respondents | Percentage
Digital Media 51 42.5
Television 33 27.5
Newspaper 67 55.8
Radio 13 10.8

The data indicates that a majority of
respondents (36.7%, N = 44) hold a neutral
opinion regarding the reliability of digital news,
suggesting uncertainty or mixed perceptions
about its credibility. A considerable proportion of
respondents perceive digital news as reliable
(32.5%, N = 39) and very reliable (24.2%, N =
29), reflecting a substantial level of trust in digital
news platforms. In contrast, only a small
percentage view digital news negatively, with
1.7% (N = 2) considering it unreliable and 5%
(N = 6) rating it as very unreliable. This
indicates that distrust toward digital news exists

but remains relatively limited.

The table demonstrates that newspapers
are the most trusted source of news, with (55.8%
N=67) of respondent believes in them. This
suggests that traditional print media continues to
high
respondents. Digital media is trusted by (42.5%

have a level of credibility among
N=51) of respondents, indicating that online
channels are acquiring significant confidence,
albeit not as much as newspapers. (27.5% N=33)
of people trust television, indicating that they
faith in
Meanwhile, radio is the least trusted source, at
(10.8%. N=13)

have modest broadcast media.
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Table 16: Respondents experience with fake
news
Fake News Respondents | Percentage
Yes, frequently 40 333
Yes, sometimes 46 38.3
Rarely 22 18.3

Never 12 10
Total 120 100

The table indicates that a majority of
respondents have encountered fake news. The
largest proportion, 38.3%, report encountering
fake news occasionally, followed by 33.3% (N =
40) who experience it regularly, suggesting that
misinformation is widespread among respondents.
A smaller proportion, 18.3% (N = 22), report that
they rarely come across fake news, while only

10% state that they never encounter it.

Table 17: The impact of digital news on

opinions and Decisions.

Opinions Respondents | Percentage
Highly influenced | 41 34.2
Moderately 53 44.2
influenced

Slightly influenced | 16 13.3

Not influenced 10 8.3

Total 120 100

The table indicates that digital news
exerts a noticeable influence on respondents’
opinions and decision-making. The largest
proportion, 44.2% (N = 53), report being
moderately influenced, suggesting that digital
news plays a meaningful role in shaping
perceptions for many individuals. A substantial
segment, 34.2% (N = 41), indicate they are
highly influenced, highlighting the strong impact
of digital news on a considerable number of
respondents. In contrast, 13.3% (N = 16) report
being slightly influenced, while only 8.3% (N =
10) state that they are not influenced at all. The
findings demonstrate  that digital news
significantly affects respondents’ thinking and

decision-making, with the majority experiencing

at least some level of influence.

Conclusion:

The study shows that digital media
strongly influences news consumption, with
mobile phones and social media becoming
primary sources due to speed and accessibility.
Traditional media still retains greater credibility
and trust. Respondents actively engage with news
but face challenges like misinformation and fake
news. Overall, digital and traditional media
coexist complementarily, balancing accessibility,
engagement, credibility, and reliability in modern

news consumption.
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Abstract:

Self-Help Groups (SHGs) have become a powerful tool for socio-economic transformation in rural
India, particularly in districts like Bagalkot in Karnataka. This study focuses on analyzing the socio-
economic impact of SHGs on rural development in Bagalkot district, with special emphasis on income
generation, savings behavior, employment opportunities, and social empowerment of rural households,
especially women. The study evaluates the performance and functioning of SHGs and examines their role in
improving the living standards of members. The findings indicate that SHGs have significantly contributed
to economic empowerment by promoting savings habits, facilitating access to microcredit, and encouraging
income-generating activities such as small businesses and agriculture. Members of SHGs in Bagalkot have
experienced increased household income, reduced dependence on moneylenders, and improved financial
stability. In addition to economic benefits, SHGs have also led to notable social changes. Participation in
SHGs has enhanced women’s confidence, decision-making ability, leadership skills, and social
participation. SHGs have fostered a sense of unity and collective responsibility among members,
contributing to overall community development. Similar studies in Karnataka also highlight improvements
in social inclusion, empowerment, and self-esteem among SHG members. However, the study identifies
certain challenges such as lack of proper training, inadequate marketing facilities, and limited institutional
support, which hinder the effective functioning of SHGs in the district.

Keywords: SHGs, Economic Development, Rural women’s Bagalkot, Role of SHG.

Introduction:

Rural development is a key priority for a
developing country like India, where a significant
proportion of the population resides in rural areas.
Despite various government initiatives, rural
communities often face challenges such as
poverty, unemployment, low income, lack of
access to credit, and limited opportunities for
social and economic advancement. In this
context, Self-Help Groups (SHGs) have
emerged as an effective grassroots-level
institutional mechanism for empowering rural
people, especially women. Self-Help Groups are

small, voluntary associations of individuals who

come together to improve their socio-economic
conditions through savings, credit, and mutual
support. These groups promote financial inclusion
by encouraging members to save regularly and
access microcredit without depending on
traditional financial institutions. Over time, SHGs
have evolved beyond financial activities and have
become platforms for social empowerment, skill
development, and community participation. In the
state of Karnataka, particularly in Bagalkot
district, SHGs have played a significant role in
improving the living standards of rural
households.  Through various government-

supported programs such as microfinance
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initiatives, women empowerment schemes, and
livelihood missions, SHGs have contributed to
income generation, employment creation, and
poverty reduction. They have also helped in
enhancing decision-making capacity, leadership
skills, and social awareness among rural women.
Bagalkot, being a predominantly agrarian
district, faces several socio-economic challenges
including  drought conditions, agricultural
dependency, and limited industrial growth. In
such a scenario, SHGs act as catalysts for rural
transformation by  promoting  sustainable
livelihoods and improving access to resources.
The collective efforts of SHG members have led
to increased savings habits, reduced dependence
on moneylenders, and improved access to
education and healthcare. This study aims to
analyze the socio-economic impact of Self-Help
Groups on rural development in Bagalkot district.
It focuses on evaluating how SHGs have
contributed to improving income levels,
employment opportunities, social status, and
overall quality of life of rural people. The study
also attempts to identify the challenges faced by
SHGs and suggests measures for strengthening

their effectiveness in rural development

Objectives of the Study:

1. To examine the socio-economic profile of
SHG members

2. To analyze the impact of SHGs on income
and employment

3. To study the role of SHGs in women
empowerment

4. To evaluate the contribution of SHGs to

rural development in Karnataka

Review of Literature:

In order to understand the concept of Self-
help groups and also to identify the areas already
investigated, some of the important studies
already investigated. Micro-credit strategies and

Self-help groups are important for developing
countries. Some of the important studies already
undertaken and related to the objectives of the
present study are mentioned.

Hansen, Nina (2015) States that Microfinance
increases women’s psychological capacity for
actions considering the aspects of personal
control beliefs and social network which further
strengthens when training intervention is
combined with microfinance.

Sundaram, (2012) The SHG method is used by
the Government, NGO’s and others worldwide.
Thousands of the poor and marginalized
populations in India are building their lives, their
families and their society through self-help
groups. It analyses what

is self-help group, why the self-help group is so
important in India, the present status of self-help
groups in India, impact and shortcomings of self-

help groups in India

Research Methodology:

The present paper is primarily based on
Primary and secondary sources of data. Present
study focuses on Bagalkot self-help group’s
impact and movement. Secondary data were
collected from Karnataka Corporation for
Development of Women (KCDW), Annual
reports, the statistical supplements, and
operational statistics of Karnataka State,
Government Website, published sources include
Government publications, and other publications
like research articles published in journals
available.

Role of SHGs in Rural Development:

¢ Financial Inclusion & Savings
Culture: SHGs promote small, regular
savings among members, creating a self-
sustaining financial pool. They facilitate

access to bank credit and microfinance,
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reducing dependency on local money
lenders

e Women Empowerment &  Social

Change: Primarily led by women, SHGs
act as a catalyst for women's empowerment,
improving their social status, leadership
skills, and political participation. They
increase confidence and help combat social
evils like alcohol abuse and domestic
violence.

&  Livelihood

provide

e Poverty Alleviation
Generation: SHGs

loans for income-generating activities such

low-interest

as agriculture, dairy farming, and

handicrafts, directly increasing rural

household income.

Data Analysis and Interpretation:

e SKkill
Building: Members

Development & Capacity

receive training in

financial literacy, management, and
technical skills to start small businesses.

e Improved Quality of Life: Increased
income directly leads to better nutrition,
health, and education for family members,
contributing to overall rural development.

e [Effective Implementation of Government
Schemes: SHGs act as a bridge between

residents,

the government and rural

ensuring effective implementation of
various welfare initiatives and improving,

for example, local health and sanitation.

Table 1: Distribution of SHG according to Education Qualification

S no. | Education Qualification No. of Respondents Percentage
1 Illiterate 72 36
2 Below SSLC 104 52
3 SSLC and PUC 16 08
4 PUC and Above 08 04
Total 200 100
Education of Respondents
= PUC and Above
W SSLC and PUC ) 4%
8% :
M |lliterate
36%
B Below SSLC
52%
Table 1 shows that most of the SHG’s were below SSLC, it is followed by

respondents in SHG were below SSLC. 36%
were illiterates, SSLC and PUC were 8%, PUC

and above is only 4%. Most of the members in

another group, illiterate persons. There are no
persons who are graduates or post-graduates
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Table 2: Reason for forming the SHG’s

S no. Reasons No. of Respondents Percentage

1 Improve social status 08 04
2 Improve economic status 36 18
3 Promote saving habit 76 38
4 Obtain financial support 64 32
5 Initiate group activities 12 06
6 Community development 04 02

Total 200 100

B |nitiate group
activities
6%

M Obtain financial
support
32%

B Community
development, ™ Improve social

Reasons for forming SHG's

status
4%

H |mprove economic
status
18%

= Promote saving
habit
38%

Table 2: shows that Promote savings
habit, obtain financial support and improve
economic status is the main reason for forming
SHG’s. Most of the members of the SHG’s

opined that Promote savings habit and to
obtain financial support is the main reason for
forming SHG’s. 18% of them opined to

improve economic status is the reason.

Table 3: Frequency of Meetings of SHG’s

20%

®m Fortnightly
8%

S no. Meetings No. of SHG’s | Percentage
1 Weekly 36 72
2 Fortnightly 04 08
3 Monthly 10 20
Total 50 100
Frequency of Meetings
W Monthly

m Weekly
72%

Table 3 shows that most of the meetings of
SHG’s were held weekly. It is followed by

monthly; it is 20%. Majority of the meetings

of the SHG’s were held weekly. Very few self-
help groups hold meetings fortnightly.
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Table 4: Age of Respondents

Age of respondents

m21-30
m31-40
m41-50
m51-60
m 60 above

Table 4 shows that chart indicates that the
majority of respondents fall within the 41-50 age
group, which accounts for 50% of the total
sample. This suggests that middle-aged
individuals form the largest portion of the
respondents. The next largest group is 51-60
years, representing 34% of respondents. This
shows that a significant number of participants

are in the older age category as well. The 3140
age group contributes 8%, indicating relatively
lower participation from younger middle-aged
individuals. The 60 years and above category
makes up 5%, showing limited representation of
senior citizens. Finally, the 21-30 age group has
the smallest share at 3%, indicating very low
participation from younger respondents.

Table 5: Occupation of the Respondents

S no. Occupation No. Members | Percentage |
1 Farmer 54 27
2 Labourer 94 47
3 Petty shop owner 38 19
4 Artisans 10 05
5 Others 04 02
Total 200 100

® Artisans, 5%

W Petty shop
owner, 19%

Occupation of Respondents

® Others, 2%

Table 5 shows that most of the
respondents were labourers 47%, farmers 27%

and petty shop owners 19%. Majority of the

respondents were labourers. Followed by farmers

and petty shop owners.
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RISING INCOMES OF FEMALE
SHG MEMBERS

— Overall — Rural — Semi-urban — Urban — Metro

500
450
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o

FY19 FY20 Fy21

Note: Figures for 2023-24 are provisional

Source: State Bank of India Research
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Writing in a report on March 11, Ghosh
said that the Covid pandemic had created
opportunities for SHGs to "exponentially"
increase their activities. Taking 2018-19 as the
base year, Ghosh found that the income credited
in female SHG members' bank accounts is set to
increase from Rs 100 to Rs 307 as per the data
available for the first nine months of 2023-24. he
biggest income increase was seen in female SHG
members in urban areas, who this year are set to
earn Rs 462 if their income in 2018-19 is assumed
to be Rs 100. And while rural SHG members
have seen a smaller increase in their incomes,
Ghosh noted that "65 percent of rural SHG
members have moved into Upper Quantiles (in)
FY24 when compared to FY19". When these
members are considered by age, the biggest
income jump — 4.7 times — has been for those

younger than 27 years.

Findings of the Study:
e SHGs significantly improve income and
savings behavior
e Women gain economic independence and
social status
e Rural employment opportunities increase

FYy22 FY23 FY24

e SHGs act as a strong tool for poverty

reduction

Suggestions
e Provide continuous training and capacity
building
e Improve market access for SHG products
e Strengthen digital and financial literacy
e Increase government financial support
e Promote entrepreneurship among SHG

members

Conclusion:

The study on the socio-economic impact
of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) on rural
development in Bagalkot district clearly
highlights that SHGs have emerged as a powerful
instrument for empowering rural communities,
especially women. The findings indicate that
participation in SHGs has significantly improved
the economic conditions of members by
enhancing their savings habits, access to credit,
and  opportunities  for  income-generating
activities. Self-Help Groups have emerged as a
powerful instrument for rural development in
Karnataka. They not only enhance economic
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conditions but also bring social transformation by
empowering women and promoting inclusive
growth. Self-Help Groups have made a significant
positive contribution to rural development in
Bagalkot by improving the socio-economic status
of their members and fostering sustainable
development. Strengthening SHGs through policy
support and institutional backing will ensure their
continued success and broader impact in rural

transformation.
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Abstract:

Agriculture in rural areas serves not only as a source of sustenance but also as a vital economic

activity that supports livelihoods and entrepreneurship. The main objective of this research paper is to
present innovative perspectives on improving agriculture and rural development, thereby advancing rural

prosperity. This paper presents an entrepreneurial proposal for utilizing local resources appropriately to
achieve prosperity and social well-being. This research paper examines the crucial issues of agriculture
and development in rural areas and highlights possibilities for rural development from an innovative

perspective. It delves deeply into how innovations, technology, community collaboration, and government
policies can be utilized to enhance agriculture and rural development, facilitating social and economic

improvements in rural areas.

Keywords: Social and Economic, Rural Areas, Rural Development, Innovations, Government Policies.

Introduction:

The agricultural sector has been an
important area of the Indian economy since
ancient times because agriculture is the main
occupation of the people of India. The
agricultural sector is important to national
income, employment, industrial development,
foreign trade, and the country's overall economic
development. Agriculture is the backbone of the
Indian economy. One of the primary impacts of
agricultural innovation is on economic growth in
rural areas. By increasing agricultural
productivity, innovations can lead to higher
incomes for farmers and create new employment
opportunities in agriculture and related industries.
This economic upliftment can reduce rural
poverty and contribute to a more balanced and
inclusive  economic  growth.  Additionally,
innovations in agriculture can stimulate the

development of rural markets, improve supply

chains, and enhance access to both local and
global markets for rural producers.

Agricultural ~ economics and  rural
development play a strategic role in the process of
economic development. In a developing nation
like India, a large portion of the livelihood.
Therefore, improving agricultural practices and
developing rural areas are essential for achieving
sustainable and inclusive economic growth

“Thus, agricultural economics and rural
development are not alternative but are
complementary and mutually  supporting,
concurring both inputs and outputs.”

Meaning of Agricultural Economics and Rural
Development:

Agricultural  Economics and  Rural
Development are closely interconnected fields
that play a vital role in the overall development of
an economy, especially in developing countries

like India. Agricultural economics focuses on
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improving agricultural productivity, efficient
resource use, and increasing farmers’ income
through scientific and economic methods. On the
other hand, rural development emphasizes
improving the living standards of the rural
population by providing better infrastructure,
education,  healthcare, and  employment
opportunities.

Theodore W. Schultz:

“Agricultural Economics is the study of how
farmers allocate scarce resources efficiently
toincrease productivity and income.”

United Nations:

“It is a multidimensional process involving
economic  growth, social progress, and

environmental sustainability in rural areas.”

Objectives:

1. To analyze the role of agricultural
economics in promoting sustainable rural
development in India.

2. To evaluate the impact of government
policies, technology, and innovation on

farmers’ income and rural livelihoods.

Review of Literature:

Theoretical Foundations Research by Ojo
and Adeoti (2018) emphasizes that agricultural
economics provides analytical tools to optimize
resource use, encouraging sustainable practices
that balance productivity with environmental
conservation. Similarly, Delgado et al. (2019)
highlight that economic incentives and market
dynamics influence farmers’ adoption of
sustainable technologies.

Market Access and Rural Livelihoods:
Research by Zhang and Wymenga (2020) shows
that improved market access, driven by economic
policies and infrastructure development, enhances
income levels and reduces poverty in rural areas.
These improvements foster social sustainability

and community resilience.

Nandini Francis (2015) about how
farming can help villages in India grow better. It
says farming is very important for people living
in villages to earn money. It also says that for
villages to improve, we need to focus on things
like education, starting businesses, and making
better roads and buildings. The document also
talks about how all governments, businesses, and
peopleV need to work together to make villages
better.

Research Methodology:

This study is of a descriptive and
analytical nature, focusing on the role of
agricultural economics in rural development.
The research is primarily based on secondary
data sources. Data has been collected from
various published sources such as books,
research journals, government reports, policy
documents, websites, and articles related to
agricultural and rural development. The study
uses a qualitative approach to analyze the impact
of agricultural policies, technology, and
innovation on rural development. The
methodology further focuses on evaluating
government initiatives and their effectiveness in
improving  agricultural  productivity  and
sustainability. Special attention is given to
factors such as access to modern technology,
availability of credit infrastructure development,

and market linkages.

Importance of Agricultural Economics and
Rural Development:

e Reducing Poverty and Inequality:
Agriculture plays a mixed role in poverty
and inequality, especially in rural areas
where a large portion of the population
depends on farming for their livelihood.
Since rural populations are primarily

dependent on agriculture, improving
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agricultural productivity directly reduces
poverty.

e Technological Advancement: In the
agricultural and rural development,
technology is growing faster in the Indian
economy. The adoption of innovations such
as irrigation, fertilizers, improved seeds,
and mechanization has transformed
agriculture.

e Sustainable Development: In today’s
context, agricultural economics emphasizes
sustainability—balancing production with
environmental conservation.

e Back of the Economy: Agriculture plays a
major role in the national income and
employment. Agricultural economics helps
in the efficient use of resources like land,
labor, and capital, which strengthens the
overall economy.

e Promotion of modern Technology: In
today’s economy, modern technology is
part of the development aspects. encourages
the use of modern new tools, fertilizers,
high-yield seeds, and digital technology in
agriculture, increasing productivity.

e Employment Generation: Rural areas
depend mainly on agricultural and related
activities. Rural development creates job
opportunities through farming, dairy,
fisheries, and small-scale industries,

reducing unemployment.

New Policies Under Agricultural Economics
and Rural Development:

Digital Agricultural and Farmer ID (2026):
Implementation of a certified digital profile
(Farmer ID) to streamline bank loans, government
assistance, and fertilizer distribution digital public
infrastructure (DPI), including FI over 8.48crore
generated by Feb[2026]

Digital Agriculture Mission: The Union Cabinet
approved the Digital Agriculture Mission on

2.9.2024 with an outlay of Rs. 2817 Crore,
including the central share of Rs. 1940 Crore. The
Mission is conceived as an umbrella scheme to
support digital agriculture initiatives, such as
Digital Public
implementing the Digital General Crop
Estimation Survey (DGCES), and taking up other

IT initiatives by the Central Government, State

creating Infrastructure,

Governments, and Academic and Research
Institutions.

Infrastructure Expansion [2024]: Infrastructure
Expansion refers to a significant strategic push by
the Indian government to modernize the rural and
agricultural ~ sectors  through  high-capital
investment and  digital integration. = The
Agricultural Infrastructure fund (AIF) expanded
to support individual farmers for community
assets post-harvest management, and Processing,
aiming to reduce post-harvest losses

Prime Minister Dhan - Dhyana Krishi
Yojana: PM-DDKY Launched on July 16, 2025,
the scheme targets 100 low-performing Agri
districts with an annual outlay of 24,000 crores
for 6 years. This scheme aims to enhance
productivity, promote crop diversification,
improve irrigation and storage, and ensure credit
access. The scheme ensure saturation based
convergence of 36 years. From 11 ministries,
benefitting 1.7 crores of farmers directly. The
district-level plans will be prepared by district
collectors with support from agricultural
universities and NITI Aayog

Lakhpati Didi and SHE Marts: The Lakhpati
Didi scheme aimed at empowering rural women
by fostering entrepreneurship and enhancing
sustainable livelihoods. The Scheme Government
of Odisha has launched Lakhpati Didi Sahayika
Yojana. The state’s commitment to women’s
empowerment and poverty alleviation, this
initiative aligns with national objectives under the
Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana — National Rural

Livelihood  Mission (DAY-NRLM). The
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government’s focus on the economic growth of
women in self-help groups through the “Lakhpati
Didi Initiative,” aiming to make women members
earn an income of one lakh rupees annually, with
a target of creating 25 lakh “Lakhpati Didis” by
2027. As on 18th June 2025, 16.60 lakh Lakhpati
Didis were created across the state.

Jal Jeevan Mission Extension: Jal Jeevan
Mission Launched on August 15, 2019, Jal Jeevan
Mission is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme to
provide Functional Household Tap
Connections (FHTCs) to all rural households by
2024. The Scheme has been extended till 2028.
The Scheme target is “Har Ghar Jal”, ensuring 55
litres per capita per day (Ipcd) of safe, adequate
drinking water to every rural household.

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya
Yojana: The scheme "Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY)" is a
skill training and placement program of the
Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD). The
program focuses on the rural poor youth and its
emphasis on sustainable employment through the
prominence and incentives given to post-
placement tracking, retention, and career
progression. DDU-GKY is designed to provide
high-quality skill training opportunities to the
rural poor and also to establish a larger ecosystem
that supports trained candidates to secure a better
future.

Viksit Bharat- G RAM G Act 2025: Rural
employment has been a cornerstone of India’s
social protection framework for nearly two
decades. Since its enactment in 2005, the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has played a key
role in providing wage employment, stabilizing
rural incomes, and creating basic infrastructure.
Over time, however, the structure and objectives
of rural India have evolved significantly.

Impact Analysis of Agricultural Policies (2025

Estimates):

Policy Target Area Estimated Impact
on Rural
Economy

PM- Income 45% increase in

KISAN Security income stability

e-NAM Market Access | 28% reduction in
indebtedness

Soil Environmental | 38% adoption of

Health water conservation

Card

Conclusion

Agricultural economics plays a vital role

in enhancing agricultural productivity,
innovation, ensuring food security, and
supporting sustainable rural development. By
applying economic principles to agriculture,
farmers and policymakers can make informed
decisions  regarding  resource  allocation,
technology adoption, and policy implementation.
The findings of this study highlight the
importance  of  strengthening  agricultural
economic research and policies to address future
challenges such as climate change, population
growth, national income, and resource scarcity.
Sustainable agricultural development can be
achieved through effective economic planning,
innovation, technology, and cooperation among

farmers, researchers, and governments.
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Abstract:

Heart Lamp is a walking journey through Banu Mushtaq’s analysis of gender marginalisation in the
patriarchy and sociocultural norms of South Indian Muslim communities. The short stories in the collection
offer a rich sense of women’s lived experience in the context of structural injustice, husband abuse,
emotional repression and social isolation. This research is a critical examination of patriarchy as more
than just an authority of an individual or a family, but as a pervasive structure which shapes women’s
identities and agency. The present study is an attempt to explore the portrayal of oppressed women in the
home, economic and cultural framework through feminist and intersectional approach in the context of
Mushtaq. It explores in greater detail examples of resistance in which women assert their agency in
oppressive contexts. The study argues that through Heart Lamp the issue of the persistence of endurance as
well as the subjectivity of women is brought to the fore and also shows the existence of patriarchy as an
external condition that is an internalised ideology and defines the relations between genders.

Keywords: Patriarchy, Gender Discrimination, Marginalization, Feminist Theory, Intersectionality,

Domestic Violence, Subaltern Studies, Heart Lamp, Banu Mushtaq, Social Oppression.

Introduction:

In the past, literature has always been a
mirror of society and its inequalities,
contradictions, and power structures. In this
context, the Heart Lamp by Banu Mushtaq
emerges as a significant feminist literary
contribution which emphasizes lived realities of
women in prison within the patriarchal system.
First published in Kannada and translated into
English by Deepa Bhasthi, the novel provides a
first-person perspective on women’s lives in
socially restrictive environments, where they
struggle for survival, identity and dignity.

Heart Lamp’s main focus is on the

institutional marginalisation of women, which is

portrayed as a structural issue rather than as
personal misfortune. Bell Hooks defines
patriarchy as a system “where women are taught
to accept subordination as natural, and men are
seen as better than women” (Hooks 18). This is
reflected in Mushtaq’s stories in which the gender
roles are socially constructed and culturally
reinforced.

The text is not about extraordinary events,
it is about ordinary lives and the oppression that
can be seen in everyday domestic and social
interactions. The narratives make it clear that the
injuriousness of women is not random, but
systemic in social structures like the family,

religion and marriage. Therefore Heart Lamp is a
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feminist intervention that reveals the complex
intersections of gender, class and religion that

create multiple layers of oppression.

Patriarchy as a Power Structure:

Heart Lamp is a book that demonstrates
patriarchy is a structural arrangement of social
relations, not just a chain of male actions. It
operates through institutions, such as marriage,
family, religion and social conventions. Women
are relegated to dependence and submission; men
to authority as fathers, husbands, moral judges.

In terms of Judith Butler’s theory of
gender performativity, which is particularly
applicable in this context, gender is “a repeated
stylisation of the body, a set of repeated acts
within a rigid regulatory frame” (45). The stories
of Mushtaq reflect not only the expected behavior
of women, but their emotional restraint and
silence which are also part of their expected
behavior, socially acceptable behavior.

Patriarchy uses restriction on women’s
mobility, economic dependency, regulation of
women’s sexuality and moral monitoring just to
name a few forms of control. These systems make
sure that women accept submission as the norm.
Most important, Heart Lamp often presents
tyranny as an unsettling and passionate state,
rather than a violent one. So the term ‘patriarchy’
in the text is not a person or event, but a system of
power that shapes identity, behaviour and

consciousness.

How the Gender Gap in Politics:
One of the most significant aspects of

Heart Lamp is its portrayal of the house as a

space of oppression and not refuge. Marriage is
promoted as a holy union and often viewed as a
context in which women are emotionally
neglected, humiliated and lack autonomy.

The stories of Mushtaq are plenty to
support Simone de Beauvoir’s assertion that
women are “the other” in patriarchal culture (de
Beauvoir 16). Women are not referred to as
‘autonomous beings’, but as autonomous beings
in relation to men.

At home, women face issues of financial
independence, reproductive  pressure, and
emotional abandonment. They are expected to
have children, do household chores and submit to
them no matter how much pain they feel in their
body or mind. The above events demonstrate that
domestic violence is not just physical, but also
psychological and social oppression.

Women are often more marginalised
when they speak up rather than silence, and thus
may resort to being quiet as a survival tactic. As a
result, the house turns into a controlled setting
where patriarchal power is most firmly
established.

Gender, Class, and Religion are the focus of this
course.This course focuses on Gender, Class, and
Religion.

Important also is Mushtaq’s ability to
look at the subject of gender oppression through
an intersectional lens, where class and religious
systems intersect to bring about a heightened and
powerful oppression of gender. Women in lower
social economic situations are more affected
because they are financially dependent and lack

resource.
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Kimberlé Crenshaw says that
intersectionality is the experience of being
“disadvantaged by the intersection of different
forms of oppression” (1242). In Heart Lamp, this
can be seen as the poor women are doubly
marginalised — gender and economic deprivation
in the stories — and also religious in the stories.
The depiction of the role of the Patriarch in
religious dogma is shown to be used to justify the
oppression of women, while the criticism of faith
is not of the religion itself. The cultural norms set
by religious leaders often limit women’s freedom
of movement, education and freedom of
expression. Mushtaq thus demonstrates how
oppression manifests in various ways, where
gender, class and religion all play a role in

shaping women’s lived experience.

Patriarchal Ideology Internalisation:

Another area of significance in Heart
Lamp is the internalisation of the patriarchal
values by the women themselves. Women are
also victims, often in a passive way, contributing
to the maintenance of patriarchal systems. Michel
Foucault’s concept of power is useful in this
context, since it allows him to argue that power is
not just a repressive force, but productive and
flows through social relations (92). Clearly, this is
seen in how women control and discipline each
other in the context of familial relations in
Mushtaq’s stories.

Older women in particular, and mothers-
in-law in particular, often impose patriarchal
standards on younger women, in order to
maintain repressive customs. Patriarchy is a

second class of childbirth, oppression is not faced

up to but perpetuated. The internalisation
manifests as the normalisation of the masculine
authority, repression of emotions, and suffering
seen as fate. Injustice becomes entrenched in the
culture and belief system, making resistance

difficult.

Types of Marginalisation Based on Gender:

In the stories of Heart Lamp, the

marginalisation is multidimensional, experienced
by women at the same time. Emotional
marginalisation is clearly indicated by society’s
lack of compassion, acknowledgment and
emotional support for women in families.
Psychological isolation is the repeated experience
of rejection or ignoring their feelings.
If women are not able to earn their own
livelihood, they get marginalized in the economic
domain and rely on the members of their family.
This is their inability to make decisions and to get
out of unhealthy relationships.

Women’s underrepresentation in public
and decision making is an obvious indicator of
their social marginalisation. They are primarily
known for domestic duties.

Body marginalisation is manifested in control of
women’s sexuality, reproduction and physical
autonomy. Women’s bodies are subject of control
and punishment. These forms of marginalisation
reveal the inter-connections of patriarchy as a

system that affects all aspects of women’s lives.

What Women Can Do and How to Do It:
Heart Lamp provides examples of
opposition to wide-spread tyranny. Women also

display subtle forms of resistance — their
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emotional defiant responses, their withdrawal,
their endurance.

James C. Scott concluded that resistance
often appears in the form of “everyday” “subtle
defiance and survival” (Scott 35). Mushtaq’s
women embody this concept and are employed as
a weapon to challenge the power of patriarchy.
While some women create links of solidarity with
other women, others show agency by emotionally
withdrawing from oppressive relationships.
Sometimes, even when you want to say nothing,
it’s a strategic decision to avoid further injury.
Consequently, Heart Lamp’s resistance 1is

diffused, diffuse, and very important.

The Heart Lamp’s symbolism:

The “Heart Lamp” metaphor supports the
thematic organization of the text. The lamp
symbolises inner consciousness, emotional
strength and delicate hope. Despite the darkness
and oppression, the lamp continues to burn,
symbolising the resilience of women’s spirits.

The heart symbolizes depth of feeling, the
lamp symbolizes consciousness, and the light
symbolizes life and hope. They form the picture
of resilience, which remains even in great
persecution.

The metaphor is used to point out that the
outer forms of the woman’s life inhibit the inner
life of the subjectivity, of the emotional life of the

woman.

Conclusion:
Heart Lamp’ by Banu Mushtaq is a
comprehensive and comprehensive examination

of the patriarchal system in familial, economic,

cultural and religious spheres, that governs
women’s life. The article posits that gender based
marginalisation is a phenomenon that is not
accidental and deeply embedded in the social
structure, and reinforced by tradition and
ideology. These stories, however, also serve as a
reminder of resilience, agency and resistance—
that girls and women are not passive victims, but
active agents in their lives. The heart bulb is a
metaphor for the agony and survival. Lastly,
Heart Lamp is an important feminist piece of
literature that challenges the existing systems of
injustice and seeks to give greater depth to the

study of gender oppression.
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@, oo — RTD.
Rowwdewd (Responsiveng):

TOFTED P, BgoIRW DOFF

®
AZDONTRIN BITWBWIT FDANCT FoLALER.

RIDJoDZ B3 W (Consensus Oriented):

BSREE  QRY,  LIRENYE,  ©OR,
PPORR  2.HRSPMOBOZH  ARAT  AGOF TN,
BRTBRAR)T.
S8 DR

weniedDd  (Equity and

Inclusiveness):
TRPRT O3V DNE P @@w@%omocs
BOWBTONLIVTTR.

BPE DB TVomodzedy  (Efficiency &

Effectiveness):

OPOTI @mrs SleH] BHFT
xowm&mm& rﬁ@*’e% m%dcg LVORT  FPTToN
WSROI,

%W O3RN 3T (Accountability):
VRTONY T TIRTVOIND 3333é

ATRFTNSR TOTFHRAFOR YUZTTIVONOITPNTLICR.

4. po0decd TpTNF W3 AORT WPF,
HTBHR) NTT 98 Ci.racé OD3
RONGRIVZ), BRODIT  WTT BTN
TOFONT. GTIT moﬁo@s oDBIA 50&3@‘@@3&6
ROFNY AONTZ TN TTC0TNG.
T RODGOTIF FOFNh:
080D WDoomme wodweernn  (Election
Commission of India): =208 R0 TODIINZ
BOTOBBAI, SBROTYT BT
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RETTOROIPNT.  SWFIST 3240 ©RODNY B
eﬁoiraem‘i TONT ©HTT QETSONT.

WERIT Ao wodeennsd (UPSC /

KPSC): »ms3od ©podn @veed (Merit-based)
BRI wédi@ﬁ T ©OTONYZY, @oﬁ% BT
BRPLRO NG e,

QoN0SE D) DTOSTTOZRCTFFTD

(CAG): AFom  ©mood =T BPRvady,

TO3ReDA, TORFBRIT 3D TRCTONTOP

SeeREAWT sFe men e (Watchdog).
Be0lesTee T, TOwWRODT* TR FOFNW:

ARlefcInlJ) BRYIT), BIRLE
320BRONLY 1992 T 73 BB 74 e BOLGRS
SHIRNYD  FYOSTITT  WTLPBH  TOWR). QWO
VPOT MO TOWIONT', ToLRD  TOWOONT',
ROy TOwRODT Tenie INT Feeod FoFRen
TOODGOIB mséé R, TIVFITY TOODT
oo FIFODW,  WORA  IAIY  Te3TYe
BOOBRLBONYT  ToxIONT (JWeT” T VBT
3R VY FHTESeOD).

5. SPVE TpRTRHZ SBYITY BTV
AOONED :

Zop woF TOYT WBLD, TBROOTTR,
QONT  TTNY  [W/HOIN  TOW 10T
AR eongR, HEODHET:
2B mém;osa Qg (Federal Challenges):

3600, T To, FTFONG IWI ©PTT
Tows, VT (D) IoR T, DB
TOBIDOT TTOD TWFFT TN0TIT IROPNYY
TOTRENTD %?,sgrbgﬁ &J@% auar%&s wéw%om
TRTEPRTT STRENRE ©INS,
Doz 80T 320) BB Beego
(Criminalization of Politics):

BTORHBNEY 98 ZW),
BPTOODTIRMIT),  FOTPIT, BT ABIWIT

)
WTOBBR BOFAT @mqsémmgd. BT

B TG %oé‘pomgg}wda TOADALRTI,

TReIMETLRYD Soi@ﬁeé TORZIONI),
BODAET.

BRFING WMo, DR IF) =|oLS (Fake
News):

SRR, TpPTEHIT TOFe won
(Ss0mREEN, POLsOLs) DT LI, STT AGLU
OINTY  TZ  NeRRP’  BPI ToTRE TeE
TSy, WHMOTI BRGFND, BN
wozondy IODI DY oAw  (Fake
News) 302 ge@ goRonsd Jpgmss e
38 T,

AORT DWFY, BB TWEDIZoD TTD

20 (CBI), @@ (ED), =2 oipsd
T,03ONT eew To23CON QBTN
FeQTER. RZOT, RO st piNel
FRROWNTITIN TWTENTR) Feor PTT'T 3HEN
TOLOT WTPORNITOZT.

H

6. RGeS BN T3 BV ToD :
TPTHEHT, D, STITT, WOTATD  IF
%’éme@zﬁeﬁd NwplelacTalovibelobv

WTW[ED  WOTHNAT:  TTYOTT AR
TOHODT), WITF), WNRRIRJWD,  WTVB/HD
IROTWNYOTH ~ TTTIFIRQT  FTBTOORTZ,
BEMEDRT DH, RRWS 30TWIIW,
A‘bdgémﬂ WIS,
2-3893 (e-Governance):
30\3;23%555 WPIONOT  BBEEITY mcjéw\%ﬂi@é
TOBY  BLRWITVW. TIVFWIT  WORRD 8T,
PR, TRTO’  odeexINnd fad%é @aégm
NTRBOHBNATONS.

oonds AW g (Civil  Society):
aFBen® (NGOs), QmpF BoTWIRAWD Y
TE TR0 FWEOT IFY, AeSNY I, GO

@33%6&3@63. B[O 0T ww;&:%daé ITI
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JPBITHE  TPEOD  R@LROONY,  ATOTT
BEADNT TOTHTVI), BeBOTTINIIT.

QUTROTVT :

TEOTENG, ST 20 AT WRDTY,
WD JTOTTTN  DIABRRYECTT  TIOD.
TR%BE0 mz’éﬁ%ﬂa 3RO Qe WP Ao

=

BURENYY; VRNW HIT ToWT DB, FOLTOIT
:@@éﬁ@é e V08H. HHTITOIT ddé)cjémoda
3eTTY DY [T wITZ)Y,  LINRRT
(Inclusive Growth) ©@E9S ma@i@oibod 30,
TRRTNIT,  CPIAARII T, RO
WOFTON I, JNOTTL TN, IOV [NT,

I\ vpie xamass@ RaNleRto ARl WHRTOND &
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