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ABSTRACT: 

Work Participation Rate is defined as the percentage of total 

workers (main and marginal) to the total population. It is a measure 

of the active portion of an economy's labour force and important 

indicator of development. Similarly changes in the size, composition 

and distribution of population are also closely related to the 

demographic structure of workforce.  

The paper throws light upon some facts about Shirdi’s 

workforce participation experience over the 30 years. Shirdi is a very 

sacred and powerful pilgrimage center in Maharashtra as well as in 

India. It is the place of a famous Guru (saints) Sai Baba.  

The entire discussion and analysis in this paper has been 

based on secondary data. The principal aim of the paper is to 

analyze the decadal changes in work participation rate of Shirdi. 

The paper has three major sections, Section-I explain the trend of 

work participation rate during 1971-2001, Section-II deals with 

Male-Female Work Participation Rate and Section-III discusses the 

Main and Marginal Workers Participation Rate respectively. This 

study provides a better understanding of how the development of 

pilgrimage tourism impacts on work participation rate. It also 

reveals the fact that the gap between work participation of men and 

women is high in Shirdi.   

KEY WORDS: Work Participation, Main Workers, Marginal 

Workers, Agricultural Workers, and Non-Agricultural Workers 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Work is any economically productive activity with or without 

compensation, wages or profit. It involves not only actual work but also includes 

effective supervision and direction of work. It even includes part time help or 

unpaid work on farm, family enterprise or in any other economic activity. It 

defines the conditions of human existence in many ways.  
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Work Participation Rate is defined as the percentage of total workers 

(main and marginal) to the total population. It is a measure of the active portion 

of an economy's labour force and important indicator of development of the 

region. Similarly, it is also closely related with changes in the size, composition 

and distribution of population.  

 

OBJECTIVES:  

The study has the following four objectives: 

1. To study the trend of work force growth at village level during 1971-2001. 

2. To analyse the changes in the male-female work participation rate. 

3. To discuss the structure of main and marginal workers participation. 

4. To describe the decadal changes in main workers participation.  

 

DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY: 

The present study is both descriptive and analytical in nature and is 

purely based on secondary data. The period of this study is limited to a 30 years 

commencing from 1971 to 2001. The data required for this paper has been 

collected from District Census Handbooks, Socio-Economic Survey Reports and 

Government Websites. Data is presented through appropriate tables, and 

graphs. In this study, following formulas are used to calculate work participation 

rate and decadal change in work participation rate- 

1. Work Participation Rate  

Work Participation Rate = 
Total Workers (Main + Marginal) 

x 100 
Total Population  

2. Male Work Participation Rate  

Male Work Participation 

Rate = 

Total Male Workers (Main + 

Marginal) x 100 

Total Male Population  

3. Female Work Participation Rate  

Female Work Participation 

Rate = 

Total Female Workers (Main + 

Marginal) x 100 

Total Female Population  

4. Decadal Change in Work Participation Rate 

DCWPR = WPR of Latest Census – WPR of Previous Census 

 

                             20 



IJAAR    Vol.2 No.6   ISSN – 2347-7075 
 

Mr. Chandrabhan Bhanudas Chaudhari 

Location and Guide Map of Study Area (Shirdi) 
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STUDY AREA: 

Sai Baba’s Shirdi is a small rural town in the Rahata tahsil of 

Ahmadnagar district in the Indian state of Maharashtra. It is a secular place 

where all castes and religions are treated as one and a belief in the power of 

Faith & Patience is foremost. Shirdi is situated on the Ahmadnagar-Manmad 

highway. It is 85 km away from Ahmadnagar City. It is best known as the 19th 

century home of the great saint Sai Baba. At present, it is one of the richest 

temple organizations and famous pilgrimage center in India. 

Geographical Profile of Shirdi 

� Extent/Coordinates:  
 

 

 

Latitudinal: 19044’15”N to 19046’30”N 

Longitudinal: 74027’45”E to 74031’15”E 

� Area:   13.15 Sq. km 

� Elevation:   504 meters (1,654 ft) 

� Climate 
 

 

Rainfall: 

 

583.5 (in mm) 

Temperature: Min 18.5oC 

Max 33.0oC 

 

Table-1: Demographic Profile of Shirdi 

Population 
All Scheduled Caste Scheduled Tribe Literate 

Actual % Actual % Actual % Actual % 

1971 

Census 

M 3294 51.81 306 9.29 73 2.22 1770 53.73 

F 3064 48.19 212 6.92 280 9.14 823 26.86 

T 6358 100.00 518 8.15 353 5.55 2593 40.78 

1981 

Census 

M 4495 51.04 581 12.93 152 3.38 2884 64.16 

F 4311 48.96 570 13.22 158 3.67 1611 37.37 

T 8806 100.00 1151 13.07 310 3.52 4495 51.04 

1991 

Census 

M 7881 52.09 1238 15.71 337 4.28 4960 62.94 

F 7248 47.91 1221 16.85 354 4.88 3001 41.40 

T 15129 100.00 2459 16.25 691 4.57 7961 52.62 

2001 

Census 

M 13880 53.01 2299 16.56 478 3.44 10347 74.55 

F 12304 46.99 2246 18.25 479 3.89 7478 60.78 

T 26184 100.00 4545 17.36 957 3.65 17825 68.08 

 

ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION:  

As per 2001 Census, Shirdi is the second most populous town in Rahata 

Tahsil of Ahmadnagar District. It has 1.73 percent of the Rahata Tahsil’s total 

                              22 



IJAAR    Vol.2 No.6   ISSN – 2347-7075 
 

Mr. Chandrabhan Bhanudas Chaudhari 

area and 9.08 percent of population. In 2001, its working population was 9349. 

Out of the total working population, 8532 was main workers and 817 marginal 

workers. The proportion of male and female workers was respectively 52.64% 

and 16.60%. 

 

Work Participation: 

In 1971, Shirdi’s working population was 2258, which by 1981 rose 4151, 

showing 83.84 percent increase during (1971-1981) ten years. During 1981-1991 

and 1991-2001, correspondingly 1534 and 3664 peoples were added in working 

population.  

The working population of Shirdi has more than tripled since 1971. It has 

increased from 2258 in 1971 to 9349 in 2001. On an average, it has been 

increasing at a growth rate of 10.47 percent per annum during 1971-2001. Main 

working population has also increased during 1971-2001 by 314.57 percent 

whereas marginal working population by 308.5 percent. Such an increase in 

Shirdi’s working population in the thirty years may be consequence of improving 

conditions of food supply, accommodation services and transport facilities (for 

pilgrimages).   
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PLACES TO VISIT IN SHIRDI 

Sai Baba's Samadhi Mandir 

 

 

Dwarkamai (Masjid) Gurusthan Mandir Khandoba Mandir 

 

 

 

Chawdi Mandir Lendi Baug 

  

Hanuman Mandir Sai Museum Water Park 
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Table-2:Working and Non-Working Population of Shirdi (1971-2001) 

Population 

Census Year 

1971 1981 1991 2001 

M F T M F T M F T M F T 

Main 

Workers 

1485 573 
205

8 

234

0 
918 

325

8 

396

2 

155

0 

551

2 

696

3 

156

9 

853

2 

45.08

% 

18.70

% 

32.3

7% 

52.0

6% 

21.2

9% 

37.0

0% 

50.2

7% 

21.3

9% 

36.4

3% 

50.1

7% 

12.7

5% 

32.5

8% 

Cultivators 

215 68 283 564 269 833 510 295 805 307 115 422 

6.53% 
2.22

% 

4.45

% 

12.5

5% 

6.24

% 

9.46

% 

6.47

% 

4.07

% 

5.32

% 

2.21

% 

0.93

% 

1.61

% 

Agricultur

al 

Laboures 

637 443 
108

0 
645 483 

112

8 
650 746 

139

6 
561 342 903 

19.34

% 

14.46

% 

16.9

9% 

14.3

5% 

11.2

0% 

12.8

1% 

8.25 

% 

10.2

9% 

9.23 

% 

4.04 

% 

2.78 

% 

3.45 

% 

Household 

Industry 

132 7 139 81 17 98 41 12 53 54 62 116 

4.01% 
0.23

% 

2.19

% 

1.80

% 

0.39

% 

1.11

% 

0.52

% 

0.17

% 

0.35

% 

0.39

% 

0.50

% 

0.44

% 

Other 

501 55 556 
105

0 
149 

119

9 

276

1 
497 

325

8 

604

1 

105

0 

709

1 

15.21

% 

1.80 

% 

8.74 

% 

23.3

6% 

3.46 

% 

13.6

2% 

35.0

3% 

6.86 

% 

21.5

3% 

43.5

2% 

8.53 

% 

27.0

8% 

Marginal 

Workers 

200 NA* 200 53 840 893 29 144 173 343 474 817 

6.07% 
0.00

% 

3.15

% 

1.18

% 

19.4

9% 

10.1

4% 

0.37

% 

1.99

% 

1.14

% 

2.47

% 

3.85

% 

3.12

% 

Total 

Workers 

1685 573 
225

8 

239

3 

175

8 

415

1 

399

1 

169

4 

568

5 

730

6 

204

3 

934

9 

51.15

% 

18.70

% 

35.5

1% 

53.2

4% 

40.7

8% 

47.1

4% 

50.6

4% 

23.3

7% 

37.5

8% 

52.6

4% 

16.6

0% 

35.7

1% 

Non- 

Workers 

1609 2491 
410

0 

210

2 

255

3 

465

5 

389

0 

555

4 

944

4 

657

4 

102

61 

168

35 

48.85

% 

81.30

% 

64.4

9% 

46.7

6% 

59.2

2% 

52.8

6% 

49.3

6% 

76.6

3% 

62.4

2% 

47.3

6% 

83.4

0% 

64.2

9% 

Total 

Population 
3294 3064 

635

8 

449

5 

431

1 

880

6 

788

1 

724

8 

151

29 

138

80 

123

04 

261

84 

* NA- Data Not Available   Source: Distict Census Handbooks 1971-2001 
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Figure-1: Working and Non-Working Population of Shirdi 

1971 1981 

  

1991 2001 

  

 

Trend in Work Participation Rate: 

According to 2001 census, while 52.64% of Shirdi’s males were recorded as 

workers, the corresponding figures for the total and female population were 

35.71% and 16.60%. Thus, while one out of every two males in Shirdi was 

working, in case of females one out of every six females was working. Traditional 

society, lack of females higher education, relatively low status of females in the 

society are the major factors that have contributed to poor female participation 

in work in Shirdi.   

Overall work participation rate of Shirdi was highest in 1981 and lowest 

in 1971. Work participation rate of male nearly stagnant since 1971. But, 

Female’s work participation rate rapidly decreases after 1981. During three 

decades (1971-2001), work participation rate of total population was decreased 

but at the same time the total working population was increased. The work 
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participation rates of male and female of Shirdi were increased from 

correspondingly 35.51% and 51.15% in 1971 to 16.6% and 52.64% in 2001. 

Figure-2: Work Participation Rate 

 

 

Structure of Work Participation Rate- 

The analysis of main and marginal workers structure of Shirdi is little 

difficult due to the complex census categories of workers in 1971 census. As per 

2001 Census, in Shirdi, 50.17% workers are main workers and only 2.47% are 

marginal workers. The total work participation rate of main and marginal 

workers was highest in 1981. During 1991-2001, work participation rate of main 

male and female workers was decreased. In contrast work participation rate of 

marginal male and female workers was increased. 

 

Participation of Female Workers- 

Only 16.60% of the females (2001) work in Shirdi. The percentage of 

female workers is much higher than agricultural sector due mainly to more 

engagement of female workers in supporting services of pilgrimage tourism. 

Since 1971, the share of female workers in total main workers is always 

lower than the share of main male workers. In 1971, 1981 and 1991 census, the 

participation of main male and female workers was respectively 72% and 28%. 

Between 1981 and 1991, the working population of female decreased by 64.  
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According to 2001, the female main worker’s participation in Shirdi is only 

18%. It is lowest in 30 years (1971-2001). 

Figure-3: WPR of Main and Marginal Male Workers 

 

Figure-4: WPR of Main and Marginal Female Workers 

 

Figure-5: WPR of Main and Marginal Total Workers 
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According to Indian Census, those workers who had worked for the major 

part of the reference period (i.e. 6 months or more) are termed as Main Workers. 

In contrast, those workers who had not worked for the major part of the 

reference period (i.e. less than 6 months) are termed as Marginal Workers. 

Figure-6: Male-Female Main Workers 

1971 1981 

  

1991 2001 

  
 

Main and Marginal Workers- 

Figure-7:  Main and Marginal Workers 

1971 1981 

  
1991 2001 
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Except 1981 census in study period, the percentage of main workers in 

Shirdi always more than 90%. In 1991, it was highest i.e. 96.96%. In contrast, it 

was lowest in 1981 i.e.  78.49%. It may also be observed from figure 6 that during 

1971-1981 there is a considerable growth in the work participation rates of 

marginal workers but in 2001 there is a remarkable decrease is seen. 

 

Agricultural and Non-Agricultural Workers: 

Agricultural workers are those workers who have been directly engaged in 

agricultural activities and Non-agricultural workers are those workers who have 

been engaged in some economic activity, but are not cultivators or agricultural 

laboures. 

 

Figure-8: Agricultural Workers Figure-9: Non-Agricultural Workers 

  
 

Figure-10: Classification of Main Workers 

1971 1981 

  
1991 2001 
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In Shirdi, majority of workers are engaged in non-agricultural activities 

due to the development of pilgrimage tourism. Similarly, the proportion of non-

agricultural workers is increases from 10.93% in 1971 to (14.73% in 1981; 

21.89% in 1991) 27.52% in 2001. On the contrary, the percentage of agricultural 

workers decreases from 21.44% in 1971 to 5.06% in 2001. During thirty years, 

same trend has been found in male and female working population of 

agricultural and non-agricultural sectors in Shirdi.  

The percentage of other workers to total main workers was 8.74% in 1971, 

which increased to 27.08% in 2001. Males have generally higher share in other 

workers employed in the non-agricultural sector compared to females. The 

percentage of the main male workers in household industry was 4.01% in 1971, 

which decreased to 1.80% in 1981, 0.52% in 1991 and 0.39% in 2001. In contrast, 

the share of the main female workers in household industry increased. 

 

SALIENT FINDINGS: 

This paper has explored various aspects of work participation in Shirdi. 

Some of the more important findings are as follows: 

1. The changes in the work participation rate and demographic expansion at 

Shirdi are the main reason for the rise of pilgrimage tourists in the recent 

past.  

2. The working population of Shirdi has more than tripled since 1971. On an 

average, it has been increasing at a growth rate of 10.47 percent per 

annum during 1971-2001. 

3. During 1971 to 2001, the annual growth rate of working population 

(10.47%) is greater than the growth rate of total population (10.39%). This 

indicates that the opportunity of working is increasing in proportion to the 

growth of population. 

4. In Each Census, the work participation rate of female is lower than the 

work participation rate of male. Similarly, the percentage of marginal 

workers is always lower than the percentage of main workers. 

5. Between 1971 and 2001 census, 1981 census has the highest work 

participation rate in male, female and total population and 1971 census 
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has the lowest work participation rate in male, female and total 

population of Shirdi. 

6. During 1981-91 decade, the growth rate of working population of female 

was negative (-3.64).  

7. Since 1971, the work participation rate in agricultural sector gradually 

decreases. In contrast, the work participation rate in non-agricultural 

sector increases. 

8. Poor work participation of female in Shirdi is the consequence of lack of 

skill, traditional society, and limited employment opportunities. 

9. Given these findings, a forecast can be made. Work participation rate of 

Non-agricultural sector should rise rapidly from the present level of 

around 25 percent to something like 40 percent in the next decade. 
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