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Abstract

Chandra Kumar Agarwala (1867—1938), a pioneering figure in Assamese
literature, is celebrated for his profound impact on the Romantic movement in
Assamese poetry. A poet, essayist, and journalist, Agarwala’s works reflect a rich
amalgamation of romantic idealism, patriotic fervor, nature worship, and
philosophical introspection. This research paper explores Agarwala’s
contributions to Assamese Romanticism, analyzing his poetic techniques,
thematic preoccupations, and the socio-political backdrop of his literary career.
His verses are compared with Romantic poets of the West and his
contemporaries in Assam to position him within a broader literary framework.
The study aims to contextualize Agarwala's role in enriching Assamese
literature and fostering a cultural identity during colonial rule.
Keywords: Chandra Kumar Agarwala, Assamese literature, Romanticism,
poetry, Jonaki era, nature, nationalism.
Introduction

Romanticism, as a literary and cultural movement, emerged in Europe in
the late 18th century, emphasizing emotion, individualism, nature, and
imagination. While it began in the West, Romanticism found its echoes across
Indian regional literatures, including Assamese. In Assam, the emergence of
Romantic literature coincided with the advent of modernity during British
colonial rule, and Chandra Kumar Agarwala emerged as a central figure in this
transformation. Often referred to as the "father of Assamese Romanticism,"
Chandra Kumar Agarwala's poetry combines lyrical beauty with emotional
intensity. His contribution to the Jonaki era—a period marked by the literary

renaissance in Assam—is pivotal in shaping modern Assamese literature.
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Alongside Lakshminath Bezbaroa and Hemchandra Goswami, Agarwala infused
poetry with themes of love, nature, nationalism, and philosophical musings.
This paper aims to study Chandra Kumar Agarwala as a Romantic poet of
Assam through critical textual analysis of his poems, situating him within the
socio-cultural context of colonial Assam.
Objective of the Study
The main objectives of this study are:
To critically analyze Chandra Kumar Agarwala’s poetry in the context of
Romanticism.
To explore the thematic elements of nature, love, emotion, and nationalism in his
works.
To examine his role in shaping the Assamese literary Renaissance through the
Jonaki movement.
To assess his contribution in comparison with both Assamese contemporaries
and Western Romantic poets.
Significance of the Study
This study is significant for several reasons:
It offers an in-depth understanding of Assamese Romantic literature and one of
1ts pioneers.
It situates Agarwala within the broader scope of global Romanticism, offering
comparative insights.
It helps preserve and promote regional literary heritage by critically evaluating a
culturally important literary figure.
The study contributes to academic literature on Assamese modernism and the
evolution of poetic aesthetics in Assam.
Methodology

The methodology adopted in this paper includes:
Textual analysis of selected poems by Chandra Kumar Agarwala to identify
Romantic themes and stylistic features. Comparative approach to relate
Agarwala’s poetic concerns with those of Western Romantic poets like

Wordsworth, Keats, and Shelley. Historical-contextual method to understand the
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socio-political environment in which his poetry evolved. Review of secondary
literature such as scholarly books, articles, and critiques from authoritative
sources.
Scope of the Study
The study primarily focuses on:
Chandra Kumar Agarwala’s poetry, especially his Romantic compositions during
the Jonaki era. The aesthetic and thematic qualities of his poems. His literary
philosophy, nationalistic fervor, and philosophical inclinations as expressed in
his works. The broader Romantic literary context in Assam, particularly his
influence on subsequent generations. This study does not cover his entire
journalistic career or other prose writings in depth, though their relevance is
acknowledged where necessary.
Life and Literary Background

Chandra Kumar Agarwala was born on November 28, 1867, in Tezpur,
Assam. Belonging to a progressive Marwari family that had assimilated into
Assamese society, Agarwala received Western education, which exposed him to
English Romantic poets such as Wordsworth, Shelley, and Byron (Neog, 1962).
This exposure had a considerable influence on his poetic sensibilities. Agarwala
was not only a poet but also an editor and nationalist. He played a significant
role in the publication of Jonaki—a journal that heralded the Assamese literary
renaissance. Through Jonaki, he introduced themes and styles that mirrored
Romantic ideals while being rooted in Assamese culture (Goswami, 2005).
The Jonaki Era and Romanticism in Assam

The Jonaki era (1889-1920s) is widely considered the Romantic period of
Assamese literature. It marked a shift from traditional religious and moralistic
literature to personal, emotional, and aesthetic expression. Jonaki (meaning
"firefly") was both the name of the journal and the symbol of a new dawn in
Assamese letters.
Romanticism in this period emphasized:
Love and beauty

Worship of nature
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National pride
Subjectivity and emotionalism
Individual imagination
Agarwala, as the principal poet of this age, championed these values. His poems
are characterized by their emotive language, imaginative themes, and lyrical
elegance. His works often reflect a longing for an ideal world—a common motif in
Romantic poetry.
Romantic Elements in Chandra Kumar Agarwala’s Poetry
1 Nature as the Sublime

A prominent Romantic trait in Agarwala’s poetry is the celebration of
nature. Like Wordsworth, he perceived nature not merely as scenery but as a
spiritual force. In poems like Bon Kunwori ("Forest Princess"), Agarwala paints
vivid natural imagery that connects external landscapes with internal emotions
(Sharma, 2011).

He writes:

YN JF© 15 O~
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(“In nature’s lap lies beauty serene, Its music echoes in my soul’s unseen.”)
Nature for Agarwala is both an aesthetic and spiritual experience. His poems
transcend the mere description of landscapes to become meditations on life and
existence.
2 Subjective Emotion and Melancholy
Romantic poetry is deeply rooted in personal emotions. Agarwala’s verse
often expresses melancholy, longing, and idealistic love. In Prabhat ("Morning"),
the imagery of dawn becomes symbolic of hope and inner awakening, yet it is
tinged with wistfulness for lost ideals. His introspective tone and yearning for
transcendence align him with the Romantic tradition, particularly Shelley’s and
Keats’s odes to beauty and mortality.
3 Idealism and the Search for the Absolute
Agarwala’s poetry explores philosophical and metaphysical questions. He

often yearned for the absolute, the ideal, the eternal beauty. This idealism—
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central to Romanticism—is evident in poems like Mukti ("Liberation") where he
contemplates life beyond materiality. As Sharma (2011) notes, "Agarwala’s
1dealism often made him a dreamer, estranged from the harshness of reality but
connected deeply with the realm of beauty and spirit."
4 Love and Imagination

Love in Agarwala’s poetry is not merely romantic but idealized and
transcendental. He writes about an imagined beloved who is more a symbol of
divine beauty than a physical person. His poem Mor Priya ("My Beloved") echoes
the sensibilities of Keats and Tagore:

“Sf N (R SACANT SIfoF T,
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(“You are the silken flower of my dreams,
In your smile glows my moonlit night.”)
5. Nationalism and Romantic Patriotism

A unique feature of Assamese Romanticism is the intertwining of personal
emotion with patriotic zeal. Agarwala’s poetry includes themes of national pride

and cultural revival. In the colonial context, love for the motherland became a
Romantic ideal. In Desh Prem ("Love for the Country"), he writes:
(ST (VT Gi~T 4517

(“My land, my beloved soil, You are the anchor of my soul.”)

His nationalism is not political agitation but poetic adoration—an emotional
commitment to Assamese identity and heritage.

6. Comparison with Western Romantic Poets

While rooted in Assamese soil, Agarwala’s Romanticism shows remarkable
parallels with Western poets. Romantic
TraitsWordsworthShelleyKeatsAgarwalaNature as Spiritual
ForcevvVIdealism/Dream Worldv vV Subjective EmotionvvVvvBeauty and

Melancholyv vV Nationalismv
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7. Language and Style

Agarwala’s poetic diction is rich, lyrical, and filled with Sanskritized
Assamese vocabulary, which adds grandeur and musicality. His verse is often in
shardulvikridita and vasantatilaka metres, inspired by Sanskrit poetic
traditions, but infused with Romantic sensibilities. He popularized emotional
and introspective modes of expression in Assamese poetry, paving the way for
later poets like Jyotiprasad Agarwala and Amulya Barua.
8. Legacy and Influence

Chandra Kumar Agarwala’s influence on Assamese poetry is profound:
He introduced Western poetic ideals into Assamese verse. His blending of
Romantic emotion with nationalistic spirit shaped the literary identity of modern
Assam. He inspired generations of poets to explore subjectivity, imagination, and
beauty in their own cultural contexts. His works continue to be part of Assamese
curricula and literary discourse, celebrated for their aesthetic richness and
emotional depth.
9. Conclusion & Findings

Chandra Kumar Agarwala was not merely a poet of beauty and
1Imagination; he was a visionary who understood the power of poetry to shape
1dentity, emotion, and cultural consciousness. As a Romantic poet of Assam, he
stands as a bridge between tradition and modernity, emotion and intellect,
personal and national. His contribution to Assamese literature is timeless, and
his Romantic legacy continues to inspire.
Findings
Based on the research and analysis of Chandra Kumar Agarwala’s poetic works,
the following key findings have been identified:
Agarwala was the pioneer of Romanticism in Assamese poetry.
1. His writings mark a shift from traditional devotional literature to modern,

emotional, and subjective forms of expression in Assamese literature.

2. Nature holds a central place in his poetic universe.
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3. Much like Wordsworth, Agarwala viewed nature as a spiritual and emotional
entity, not merely as scenic background. His nature imagery is rich, symbolic,
and deeply personal.

4. His poetry embodies the idealism and melancholy characteristic of Romantic
poets.

5. He frequently expressed a longing for the unattainable, an ideal world, or
spiritual liberation—closely aligning him with Romantic ideals, especially of
Keats and Shelley.

6. Love, in his poetry, transcends physicality.

7. His depiction of love is abstract and often symbolic of eternal beauty or divine
presence, a trait common among Romantic poets.

8. He seamlessly blends Romanticism with patriotism.

9. Agarwala’s poetry demonstrates a unique synthesis of personal emotion and
nationalistic fervor, especially within the colonial context of Assam under
British rule.

10. His language and poetic style elevated Assamese verse.

11.He introduced lyrical richness, rhythmic complexity, and emotionally charged
diction to Assamese poetry, inspiring a generation of poets in the Jonaki era
and beyond.

12.Agarwala's Romanticism was rooted in Assamese soil but global in spirit.

13.Though influenced by Western Romantic poets, he localized those ideals by
Iintegrating Assamese culture, nature, and nationalist emotions, making his
work distinctly regional yet universal.

14.He played a transformative role in Assamese literary history.

15.As a leading figure of the Jonaki movement, he contributed not only through
his poetry but also as an editor, cultural thinker, and motivator of Assamese

identity through literature.
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