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ABSTRACT:  

The word library originated from the latin word Libraria 

whose meaning is the house of books i.e. the place where books are 

placed. The main function of the library is to provide support in 

research and resource linkage for students and faculty of the 

educational institutions. Academic library is considered as an 

academic unit offering supportive services. University Grants 

Commission as well as National Assessment and Accreditation 

Committee have realized the importance of library in teaching 

learning process in higher education hence have given weightage in 

their norms. Present paper describes various academic activities 

organized by the librarians of academic institutions and role played 

by them as academician in various day to day academic 

environments. 
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INTRODUCTION:  

Libraries have long served as foundational pillars of higher education by 

facilitating access to knowledge, supporting academic research, and promoting 

lifelong learning. In the contemporary landscape, marked by rapid technological 

advancements and evolving pedagogical paradigms, the role of academic libraries 

has expanded significantly. They are no longer confined to being mere 

repositories of books; rather, they have transformed into dynamic centers for 

digital learning, research collaboration, information literacy, and institutional 

innovation (Jaguszewski & Williams, 2013). 



IJAAR    Vol.5 No.4   ISSN – 2347-7075 
 

Ganesh W. Nishane 

                               46 

Modern higher education initiatives such as outcome-based education, 

digital inclusion, research excellence, open educational resources (OER), and the 

integration of ICTs demand active participation from academic libraries. 

Libraries are now expected to provide not only access to digital resources and 

scholarly databases but also to offer data management services, research 

support, training in academic integrity, and guidance in using information 

management tools (Corrall, Kennan, & Afzal, 2013).  

As institutions strive to achieve excellence in teaching, research, and 

community engagement, libraries must continuously innovate and align their 

services with broader institutional goals. This paper explores the multifaceted 

contributions of libraries in supporting various higher education initiatives and 

underscores their strategic relevance in the knowledge-based economy.  

 

DEFINITIONAL ANALYSIS:  

Libraries are organized spaces that house collections of books, journals, 

and other reading materials. These resources are arranged systematically by 

library staff to make them easy to access and use by students and faculty 

members. Dr. S.R. Ranganathan (1957) defined a library as a public institution 

responsible for the care of books and for making them accessible to those who 

need them. 

UNESCO (1997) describes a library as any organized collection of printed 

books, periodicals, or other graphic and audiovisual materials, managed by staff 

to meet the informational, educational, research, and recreational needs of users. 

Academic libraries are a type of library that serves the educational needs 

of schools, colleges, or universities. Their primary purpose is to support teaching, 

learning, and research activities. These libraries provide access to course-related 

resources, such as textbooks and academic articles, which are often placed on 

reserve for students and faculty (IFLA, 2015). 

 

ROLE OF LIBRARIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION:  

Information environments including libraries play a vital role in higher 

education and research settings. Academic libraries are often referred to as the 
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heart of educational institutions. As Carlyle once said, “The true university is a 

collection of books,” highlighting the library’s central role in the academic 

experience (Carlyle, as cited in Ranganathan, 1957). 

While classroom teaching provides direct knowledge through instructors, 

libraries offer indirect learning through books and other resources. Librarians, in 

this sense, contribute to education by facilitating access to information and 

supporting students in self-guided learning. In higher education, the teacher’s 

role is increasingly viewed as that of a guide or mentor, while students are 

encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning. This aligns with 

modern educational theories that emphasize student-centered learning (Dewey, 

1938). 

Librarians play a crucial role in higher education by supporting students 

and faculty in their academic endeavors. Although their role may sometimes be 

underestimated, many educators recognize the essential contributions of 

professionally trained librarians in promoting research, information literacy, and 

academic excellence (Corrall, Kennan, & Afzal, 2013). 

 

ROLE OF LIBRARIES IN SUPPORTING HIGHER EDUCATION 

INITIATIVES: 

1. Teaching Process:  

In teaching and learning process the librarian take up the following 

academic activities for the academic development of students. These activities 

will include  

 Personality development  

 Development of communication skills 

 Quiz, Debates, Elocution competitions 

 Organized Conferences, seminars, workshops etc. 

 Publication of academic Newsletters, bulletins. 

The above academic activities are under taken by the librarians in 

collaboration with respective teaching departments. Further in consultation of 

concerned teachers, librarian can provide information for preparation of 

assignments on current developments in the subject. If the library having non 
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conventional documents on various different topics and subject including 

practical aspects of the curriculum, communication skill technique etc. it can be 

used in teaching learning program of the concerned academic institution. It can 

also help to develop personality developments of students and staff.  

2. In Research:  

Librarian’s role is very important in research and development of 

academic activities. According to Mr. Gates the basic services provided by the 

academic librarian to the researchers are as follows. 

 Identifying, accumulating and processing needed material for research 

work at right time. 

 Preparing and circulating lists of latest additions. 

 Evaluating new documents and providing to the right users requisite 

information, reviews, abstracts, table of contents and photocopies etc. 

 Maintaining highly specialized reference files and indexes. 

 Conducting literature searches. 

 Providing accurate, factual and relevant information to the researchers. 

 Preparing bibliographies. 

 Translating publications wholly or in parts. 

 Extending the limitations of its own resources by interlibrary loan, co-

operative acquisitions and through such methods of bibliographical co-

operation as union lists, catalogues and the exchanging of catalogues and 

bibliographies. 

Apart from these services, librarian also helps in selection of topic, 

completing ongoing research information, consultancy services etc. 

3. Career Development: 

The academic librarian can display advertisements on notice board 

appearing in the News papers, Newsletters and Journals, circulars etc. The 

librarian can also provide information to the students about online 

advertisements, opportunities available through internet. Librarians can provide 

such information through notice board and lectures. Information about UGC, 

Career development program and facilities also display on notice board. Such 
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activities initiated by the library will provide guidance to the students for 

employment as well as further study. 

4. Advisory Service:  

Libraries provide following advisory services 

 To provide bibliographies on demand. 

 To provide reference list on demand. 

 To provide guidance to the students by the library sources and services 

about competitive exams, Interviews etc. 

 To provide library services to the local people, research scholars, Authors 

by their need.  

 To provide Content Abstract Photocopy Service (CAPS) to the teachers, 

authors, research scholars on demand. 

5. Teaching and guidance: 

Librarians help to students, faculty in learning process by guiding and 

instructing them in the effective use of library resources and providing 

information or document required to supplement class-room teaching through 

reference and information services. A reference librarian, who fined answers to 

reference, a research questions from documents, makes teaching more effective. 

Thus user orientation, reference and information service, bibliographical service 

etc. can rightly be called teaching functions which are performed by the 

librarian.  It is necessary to communicate with the users. The librarian should 

discover new material and bringing notice of teachers and students. In this way 

academic libraries played a active role in various academic activities. 

 

ROLE OF LIBRARY PROFESSIONALS:  

Library professional were play a vital role in supporting higher education 

initiatives by providing access to diverse academic resources, promoting 

research, and fostering information literacy among students and faculty. They 

serve as knowledge hubs where users can access textbooks, reference materials, 

scholarly journals, and digital databases essential for academic success. 

Libraries also support curriculum development by offering subject-specific 

resources and facilitating interdisciplinary learning. Through services such as 
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research assistance, citation management, and training in information retrieval, 

librarians empower students to become independent learners and critical 

thinkers. In this way, academic libraries contribute significantly to quality 

teaching, research excellence, and the overall intellectual development of the 

academic community. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Based on the findings of this study, several recommendations can be made 

to strengthen the role of libraries in higher education. Libraries should 

collaborate more closely with faculty to align resources with academic and 

research needs. Regular workshops on information literacy, research skills, and 

digital tools should be conducted to support student learning. Dedicated research 

support services such as literature searches, bibliographic help, and citation 

management should be expanded.  

Academic libraries must also invest in digital infrastructure and offer 

career guidance resources, including updates on scholarships and competitive 

exams. Furthermore, libraries should extend community and advisory services, 

support co-curricular learning through events and publications, and promote 

continuous professional development for library staff. Lastly, institutions should 

formally recognize the academic role of librarians and include them in 

educational planning and decision-making processes. 

 

CONCLUSIONS:  

The present study highlights that academic libraries have evolved from 

being traditional book repositories to becoming central partners in teaching, 

learning, and research. Libraries actively contribute to academic development by 

offering a wide range of services, including information literacy training, access 

to scholarly resources, and support for co-curricular activities such as debates, 

seminars, and personality development programs. These initiatives align with 

the academic goals of higher education institutions and help foster independent 

learning, critical thinking, and intellectual engagement among students. 
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Furthermore, the research underscores the indispensable role of librarians 

in higher education environments. Librarians not only facilitate access to 

resources but also play an instructional role by guiding students and faculty in 

effective information use, research methodologies, and academic writing. Their 

involvement in research support activities such as conducting literature 

searches, maintaining bibliographic services, and offering citation guidance 

demonstrates their growing importance as academic collaborators. This shift 

calls for greater recognition of librarians as essential stakeholders in educational 

institutions. 

In conclusion, libraries must continue to innovate and adapt to the 

changing landscape of higher education. Institutional support, adequate funding, 

and policy level acknowledgment of their academic contributions are necessary to 

strengthen their impact. By expanding digital infrastructure, enhancing 

professional development, and integrating library services more deeply into 

academic processes, libraries can further reinforce their position as foundational 

elements of academic excellence and student success in higher education. 
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