International Journal of Advance and Applied Research
www.ijaar.co.in

ISSN - 2347-7075 Impact Factor - 7.328
Peer Reviewed Bi-Monthly
Vol.11 No.2 November - December 2023

India’s Leadership in the Global South and G20 Outcomes

Mr. Prajwal Balu Mali
Research Scholar, Department of Political Science,
Shivaji University, Kolhapur (Maharashtra)
Corresponding Author — Mr. Prajwal Balu Mali
DOI - 10.5281/zenodo.17858924

Abstract:

India’s emergence as a leading voice of the Global South marks a significant shift in
global geopolitics, international development discourse, and multilateral cooperation. This
research paper examines India’s evolving leadership role through its diplomatic
engagements, development partnerships, institution-building initiatives, and especially its
presidency of the G20 in 2023. The study highlights how India positioned itself as a bridge
between developed nations and the developing world, emphasizing equity, climate justice,
inclusive growth, digital public infrastructure, and Global South solidarity. Using a
qualitative methodology grounded in secondary research and thematic analysis, the paper
provides a pointwise expanded exploration of India’s foreign policy approach, developmental
diplomacy, South-South cooperation, and the outcomes of the G20 New Delhi Summit. The
findings suggest that India’s leadership demonstrates a shift in global power dynamics,
strengthening the collective voice of the Global South and institutionalizing concerns of
developing nations within the global governance system. The paper concludes that India is
increasingly shaping global norms, agendas, and frameworks, thereby redefining its identity
as a responsible, inclusive, and future-oriented global actor.
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Introduction:

The twenty-first century has
witnessed a distinct reconfiguration of
global political and economic systems.
The rise of emerging economies, the
decline of unipolarity, the growing
importance of regional organizations, and
the increasing relevance of developing
countries have reshaped the global order.
Within this shifting landscape, India’s
foreign policy trajectory has gained
considerable prominence. India’s position

in the Global South is rooted in shared
historical experiences of colonialism,
developmental challenges, socio-economic
disparities, and aspirations for equitable
global governance. Over time, India has
transitioned from being primarily a
participant in South-South forums to
becoming a proactive leader shaping
collective agendas.

India’s G20 Presidency in 2023
became the focal point for accelerating this
leadership role. At a time of global
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crises—including  the
economic slowdown, geopolitical
fragmentation, climate emergencies, and
debt vulnerabilities—India used the G20
platform to advocate for inclusive
multilateralism. By championing
initiatives such as the inclusion of the
African Union as a permanent G20
member,  promoting  digital  public
infrastructure, and foregrounding the
priorities of the Global South, India
reshaped the discourse on global

post-pandemic

governance. India’s narrative of “One
Earth, One Family, One Future” reflected
its long-standing commitment to human-
centric development and civilizational
diplomacy.

This research paper conducts an
extensive, detailed, and analytically rich
exploration of India’s leadership in the
Global South, with specific focus on the
outcomes and long-term implications of
the G20 Summit. This research paper
examines : (1) India’s evolving leadership
role in the Global South, (2) the normative
and material bases of this leadership, and
(3) the implications of India’s G20
Presidency for Global South development
and global governance. It considers
debates regarding India’s capabilities,
legitimacy, and  constraints  while
highlighting opportunities for sustained
influence.

Objectives:
1. To analyze India’s evolving role as a
representative and advocate of
Global South countries in
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multilateral platforms, particularly
within the G20 process.

2. To examine the key initiatives and
policy priorities promoted by India
during its G20 Presidency and how
they align with the developmental
needs of the Global South.

3. To assess the effectiveness of India’s
diplomacy in shaping global
governance debates on issues such as
climate finance, digital inclusion,
and sustainable development.

4, To compare India’s leadership
approach  with other emerging
powers to determine its distinct
contributions to  Global South
solidarity and cooperation.

5. To evaluate the tangible outcomes of
G20  meetings under India’s
leadership, focusing on agreements,
declarations, and institutional
reforms  benefiting  developing
nations.

6. To identify long-term implications of
India’s G20 initiatives for
strengthening South—South
cooperation and enhancing India’s
strategic influence in global affairs.

Research Methodology:
1. Research Design:

This study adopts a qualitative,
descriptive, and analytical research design,
enabling an in-depth exploration of India’s
evolving leadership role within the Global
South and its contributions to the
outcomes of the G20 Summit. The design
emphasizes interpretation of political
developments,  diplomatic  behaviour,
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policy shifts, and multilateral
engagements.
2. Data Collection Approach:

The research relies primarily on
secondary data  sources, including
government  reports,  official G20
documents, Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) publications, international
organisation reports (UN, IMF, World
Bank), think-tank  analyses, and
contemporary academic literature. This
ensures the study incorporates credible and
validated information.

3. Literature Review Framework:

A structured literature review is
conducted to trace scholarly debates on
Global South politics, leadership theories,
South—South cooperation, India’s foreign
policy  evolution, and  multilateral
institutionalism.  This  helps identify
conceptual gaps and locate India’s role
within broader geopolitical
transformations.

4. Analytical Tools and Frameworks:

The study uses thematic analysis to
categorise developments into coherent
themes such as diplomacy, economic
leadership,  technology  cooperation,
development finance, and multilateral
reforms. It also incorporates constructivist
and neo-institutionalist lenses to interpret
India’s diplomatic identity and agenda-
setting capacity.

5. Comparative Assessment:

A comparative assessment s
undertaken to evaluate India’s position
relative to other influential Global South
actors—such as China, Brazil, Indonesia,
and South Africa—particularly regarding
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initiatives, climate
governance

development
diplomacy, and global
reforms.

6. Triangulation of Sources:

To enhance reliability, the study
uses source triangulation, cross-verifying
information from academic articles, policy
papers, expert interviews (secondary),
media reports, and multilateral documents.
This reduces interpretative bias and
strengthens the validity of findings.

7. Case-Based Examination of G20
Outcomes:

Specific G20 outcomes—such as
the African Union’s inclusion, digital
public infrastructure (DPI), climate finance
commitments, and supply-chain
resilience—are examined using a case-
study approach to understand India’s
leadership influence and negotiation
strategies.

8. Limitations of the Study:

The methodology acknowledges
limitations such as the reliance on
secondary data, evolving geopolitical
contexts, and restricted access to
confidential diplomatic communications.
However, the breadth of sources mitigates
these constraints.

This research methodology ensures
a rigorous and  multidimensional
examination of India’s leadership in the
Global South and its impact on G20
outcomes. By integrating thematic,
comparative, and case-based analysis, the
study provides a credible and
comprehensive understanding of India’s
emerging global role.
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Theoretical Framework:
1. Historical Foundations of India’s
Engagement With the Global South:
India’s engagement with the
Global South is deeply rooted in the
historical context of  anti-colonial
struggles,  post-independence  nation-
building, and normative diplomacy
advocating for self-determination,
sovereignty, and developmental equity.
From its pivotal role in the Bandung
Conference in 1955, which sought to unify
newly independent Asian and African
nations against neo-colonialism, to its
leadership in establishing the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) in 1961, India
consistently championed principles of
peace, non-alignment, and multilateral
cooperation. These early diplomatic
engagements  laid  the  normative
framework for South-South cooperation,
emphasizing mutual respect, knowledge
exchange, and equitable participation in
global governance. Over the decades,
India’s leadership in the Global South
expanded through coalition-building in the
G77 and advocacy for reforms in
international financial institutions such as
the IMF and World Bank, where
developing nations often had limited
representation. Today, this historical
foundation continues to inform India’s
contemporary foreign policy, positioning it
as a partner rather than a hegemon. Its
approach  reflects a  sophisticated
understanding of global politics that
combines historical  solidarity — with
pragmatic strategies, emphasizing
inclusive decision-making, shared
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prosperity, and collective action on issues
ranging from climate change to trade
equity and technology transfer.

2. India’s
Aspirations in the Contemporary
Global South:

India’s contemporary engagement
demonstrates a strategic recalibration of its
leadership role within the Global South,
driven Dby domestic capabilities and

Renewed  Leadership

external geopolitical shifts. The country’s
economic growth trajectory, technological
innovation, demographic advantage, and
robust democratic governance provide a
strong platform to influence regional and
global  priorities. India’s  proactive
humanitarian  diplomacy during the
COVID-19 pandemic, particularly the
“Vaccine Maitri” initiative, exemplifies
how it has leveraged its domestic
capacities to deliver global public goods,
thereby reinforcing its credibility as a
leader capable of translating resources into
tangible benefits for partner countries. The
emergence of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) has introduced competitive
dynamics within the Global South, making
India’s transparent, sustainable, and
sovereignty-respecting approach
particularly appealing to nations wary of
debt dependency or geopolitical influence.
By positioning itself as a reliable,
development-oriented partner, India has
enhanced its soft power while creating a
coalition of trust among developing
nations. Its renewed activism also includes
strategic advocacy for global reforms, such
as equitable climate financing, inclusive
trade  negotiations, and  financial
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architecture reform, signaling India’s
ambition to play a decisive role in shaping
twenty-first-century global norms.

3. India’s Leadership Through South-
South Cooperation and Development
Partnerships:

India’s development cooperation
programs represent a multidimensional
and sustainable model that contrasts with
traditional donor-recipient paradigms. The
Indian ~ Technical and  Economic
Cooperation (ITEC) program, lines of
credit provided by the EXIM Bank,
technology transfer initiatives, and
capacity-building  projects  exemplify
India’s commitment to empowering
partner nations. Spanning over 600
projects in Africa alone—ranging from
educational institutions, healthcare
facilities, renewable energy installations,
and agricultural modernization—India
demonstrates a philosophy of partnership
rooted in shared growth. Notably, the Pan-
African e-Network initiative has enabled
tele-education, telemedicine, and digital
governance in multiple African nations,
while India’s expertise in renewable
energy technology, such as solar
microgrids, supports sustainable
development goals (SDGs) on energy
access and climate resilience. These
initiatives emphasize technology and
knowledge transfer, rather than mere
financial assistance, thereby fostering
long-term self-reliance among recipient
nations. By prioritizing locally adapted
solutions, India positions itself as a model
for “developmental diplomacy,”
that South-South cooperation translates

ensuring
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into  tangible capacity-building and
enduring trust among partner countries.

4. India’s G20 Presidency: A
Transformational Moment:

India’s 2023 G20 Presidency
marked a pivotal juncture, highlighting its
capacity to influence global economic,
political, and social agendas. Operating in
a context characterized by post-pandemic
recovery, supply chain disruptions, energy
insecurity, climate crises, and rising debt
vulnerabilities, India assumed the role of a
global consensus-builder. Its theme,
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam—One Earth,
One Family, One Future,” resonated with
civilizational principles while providing an
operational framework for multilateral
cooperation. India convened the Voice of
Global South Summit, including 125
nations, institutionalizing the priorities of
developing  countries  within G20
deliberations. Its leadership facilitated the
successful adoption of the New Delhi
Leaders’ Declaration,
practical, actionable commitments across
economic recovery, climate action, digital
infrastructure, and health security. By
navigating divergent geopolitical interests
and fostering inclusive dialogue, India
demonstrated its capacity to serve as a
stabilizing force and a mediator, enhancing
its international credibility. The G20
presidency thus represented both a
symbolic and practical affirmation of

emphasizing

India’s growing stature as a global actor
capable of shaping outcomes in ways that
reflect Global South interests while
engaging constructively — with  major
economies.
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5. Inclusion of the African Union as a
Permanent G20 Member:

India’s successful campaign to
secure the African Union (AU) as a
permanent member of the G20 constitutes
a historic milestone in global governance.
This decision amplifies the voice of 55
African nations, transforming the G20 into
a more inclusive, democratic, and
representative  forum. India’s advocacy
reflects decades of engagement with
Africa, encompassing trade, investment,
capacity-building, and infrastructure
development. The campaign required deft
diplomacy, coalition-building, and
strategic negotiation with both G20
members and African stakeholders to
achieve consensus. Beyond symbolic
recognition, the inclusion of the AU
ensures that  African  development
priorities—ranging from climate
adaptation to economic diversification—
receive sustained attention in global policy
agendas. This milestone reinforces India’s
reputation as a champion of equity and
inclusivity, solidifying its identity as a
leader capable of driving structural
reforms that reflect the collective interests
of the Global South.

6. Digital Public Infrastructure and
India’s Global Digital Leadership:

India’s digital innovation has
emerged as a cornerstone of its global
leadership, particularly in  providing
scalable, inclusive, and low-cost public
goods. Platforms such as Aadhaar, UPI,
CoWIN, DigiLocker, and ONDC have
demonstrated  India’s  capacity  to
implement national-scale digital solutions
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that enhance governance, financial
inclusion, and service delivery. During the
G20, India advocated for the establishment
of the Global Digital Public Infrastructure
Repository, enabling developing nations to
adopt replicable digital solutions tailored
to their local contexts. India’s “Digital for
Development”  framework  transcends
technological considerations, integrating
governance, economic empowerment, and
social equity. By enabling Global South
nations to leverage these solutions, India
promotes democratization of technology
and digital sovereignty, creating a pathway
for enhanced efficiency, transparency, and
citizen-centric governance. These
initiatives position India as a normative
leader, shaping global discourse on digital
public goods while delivering concrete
developmental benefits to partner nations.
7. Climate Justice, Energy Transition,
and India’s Environmental Diplomacy:
India’s climate diplomacy during
the G20 Presidency emphasized both
responsibility and equity, reflecting the
principle of “common but differentiated
responsibilities.” Recognizing that
developing countries face disproportionate
climate vulnerabilities, India called for
enhanced financial commitments from
historically high-emitting nations to fund
mitigation, adaptation, and loss-and-
damage mechanisms. India advanced
innovative frameworks for green hydrogen
development, renewable energy expansion,
and sustainable lifestyles under the LIiFE
Mission, ensuring that climate transitions
are aligned with developmental
imperatives. By  integrating  these
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initiatives  with  international  climate
finance instruments, India addressed both
the environmental and socio-economic
dimensions of sustainability. India’s
efforts created a platform for technology
transfer, green investment, and
collaborative climate action, signaling its
capacity to lead in global environmental
governance while safeguarding the
interests of the Global South.

8. Global Health Architecture and
Developmental Resilience:

The COVID-19 pandemic
underscored the vulnerabilities of global
health systems, prompting India to
advocate for resilient, inclusive, and
equitable  health  governance. India
emphasized vaccine equity, strengthening
of public health infrastructure, supply
chain robustness, and integration of
traditional medicine systems into global
health frameworks. Initiatives such as the
WHO-recognized Traditional Medicine
Centre in Gujarat exemplify India’s
commitment to integrating indigenous
knowledge with modern medical practices.
Within the G20, India’s proposals
facilitated discussions on global health
surveillance, pandemic preparedness, and
collaborative research networks, ensuring
that developing countries have both voice
and resources in shaping future health
security mechanisms. India’s leadership in
this domain reflects its  broader
developmental philosophy, linking public
health resilience with economic stability
and social welfare, and underscoring its
capacity to address multidimensional
global challenges.
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9. Economic Recovery, Multilateral
Reform, and Debt Relief for Developing
Countries:

India has leveraged the G20
platform to highlight the economic
challenges of developing nations,
particularly debt distress, inflationary
pressures, and  constrained  fiscal
capacities. Through its advocacy, India
emphasized reforms in  multilateral
development banks (MDBs), the creation
of concessional financing instruments, and
mechanisms for debt restructuring to
ensure sustainable development. India
articulated the necessity for global
financial architecture to evolve in
alignment  with  twenty-first-century
realities, advocating for policies that
enhance financial inclusion, facilitate
resilient supply chains, and support
industrial  modernization. Its  efforts
ensured that the economic vulnerabilities
of the Global South were integrated into
policy discussions, promoting equity,
stability, and shared prosperity. These
actions reinforce India’s credibility as a
representative and proactive leader capable
of translating advocacy into practical
economic frameworks.

10. India as a Consensus Builder and
Stabilizing Global Actor:

India’s diplomatic approach during
the G20 underscored its capacity to bridge
divides, reconcile conflicting interests, and
build global consensus. By securing
unanimous approval for the New Delhi
Leaders’ Declaration, India demonstrated
an exceptional ability to navigate complex
geopolitical tensions while maintaining its

429



IJAAR

strategic autonomy. India’s role as a
mediator  between  developed and
developing  nations  highlights its
pragmatic, non-aligned, and principled
foreign policy approach. Its leadership
reflects not only negotiation skills but also
the moral authority derived from
consistent advocacy for equity, fairness,
and multilateral cooperation. As a
stabilizing actor, India contributes to
predictability, trust, and constructive
dialogue in global governance, reinforcing
the emerging multipolar order while
ensuring that the voices of the Global
South are institutionalized  within
international decision-making processes.
11. Challenges to India’s Global
Leadership:

Despite  remarkable  progress,
India’s global leadership faces significant
challenges. Representing the

heterogeneous  Global South entails
navigating diverse political systems,
economic capacities, and developmental
priorities, which complicates efforts to
achieve collective action. India must
balance domestic imperatives—such as

poverty alleviation, employment
generation, and infrastructure
development—with international
responsibilities and expectations.

Additionally, competition from China,
geopolitical volatility, and resistance from
entrenched institutional structures pose
constraints to reform initiatives. Sustaining
long-term leadership requires strategic
vision, innovative diplomacy, capacity-
building, and continuous engagement with
both partners and multilateral institutions.
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Recognizing these challenges, India’s
approach emphasizes pragmatic
collaboration, adaptive strategies, and
persistent advocacy for equitable and
sustainable outcomes.
12. Future Prospects and India’s Long-
Term Role:

India’s trajectory as a leader of the
Global South and influential G20 actor is
poised for expansion through
technological diplomacy, climate
cooperation,  sustainable  development
partnerships, and institutional reforms.
Leveraging digital infrastructure,
renewable energy innovations, space
cooperation, and healthcare advancements,
India can enhance the capacity of
developing nations while securing its
strategic interests. Deepening ties with
Africa, ASEAN, Latin America, and island
nations, coupled with proactive
engagement in multilateral platforms,
positions India as an architect of a more
inclusive, equitable, and resilient global
order. Over the coming decades, India’s
role is likely to extend beyond advocacy
into structural influence, shaping global
norms, policies, and institutions while
bridging the divide between the Global
North and South, thereby cementing its
identity as a responsible, forward-looking
global power.

Conclusion:

India’s leadership in the Global
South has strengthened significantly
through its active diplomacy, inclusive
development agenda, and successful
hosting of the G20 Summit. By
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prioritizing issues such as climate finance,
debt relief, digital public infrastructure,
supply-chain resilience, and equitable
global governance, India positioned itself
as a credible bridge between advanced
economies and developing nations. The
G20 outcomes under India’s presidency—
especially the inclusion of the African
Union, the focus on sustainable
development, and commitments to
multilateral reform—demonstrated India’s
capacity to shape global discourse and
respond to the developmental aspirations
of emerging economies.
India’s  approach  combined  moral
authority,  strategic  autonomy, and
pragmatic cooperation, allowing it to
advocate effectively for the voices of the
Global South. Its emphasis on consensus-
building, technology-driven development,
and humanitarian solidarity reinforced its
image as a responsible and forward-
looking global actor. Ultimately, India’s
G20 presidency showcased not only its
diplomatic maturity but also its potential to
lead collective action in addressing
structural global challenges, promoting a
more inclusive world order, and
strengthening South-South cooperation.
India’s G20 presidency marked a
defining moment in its leadership of the
Global South, symbolized most
prominently by the inclusion of the
African Union as a permanent member.
Through its focus on climate finance,
digital innovation, debt sustainability, and
equitable growth, India successfully
elevated the priorities of developing
nations on the global agenda. Its
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consensus-driven diplomacy strengthened
its credibility as a bridge between diverse
geopolitical blocs, while its blend of moral
responsibility and strategic pragmatism
showcased an adaptable and responsible
leadership style. The outcomes of the
summit reinforced South-South
cooperation, highlighted the capacity of
emerging economies to shape global
governance, and underscored India’s
growing influence in crafting a more
inclusive, equitable, and stable
international order.
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