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above, with international collaborations in UK, USA, Malaysia, China and Zimbabwe.

ABOUT THE COLLEGE

KLE Society's Shri Channagirishwar Prasadik Arts, Science & D.D. Shirol Commerce
College, Mahalingpur, established in June 1987, brings quality higher education to rural
Bagalkot District. Affiliated to Bagalkot University, Jamakhandi, the college offers UG and
PG programmes across Arts, Science and Commerce with qualified faculty, well-equipped
infrastructure, central library, computer laboratory, Language laboratory and a strong IQAC

committed to academic excellence and holistic development..

ABOUT MAHALINGPUR

Mabhalingpur is a prominent town in Bagalkot district of Karnataka, known for its
agriculture, trade, and educational institutions. It is well connected by road to major cities
like Bagalkot, Vijayapur, Hubballi, Dharwad and Belagavi with regular KSRTC bus services.
The nearest railway stations are Ghataprabha, Vijayapur and Bagalkot, which connect the
town to major railway routes. Nearby tourist attractions include the historic sites of Badami,
Pattadakal, Aihole, Gokak falls, world-famous GolGumbaz famous for their ancient temples

and architecture.
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Dr. Prabhakar Kore
Honorary Chairman, KLE Society Chancellor,
KAHER, Belagavi.

MESSAGE

It is a matter of pleasure to commend and extend sincere congratulations to the
committed and dynamic team of KLE Society’s SCP Arts, Science and D. D. Shirol
Commerce College, Mahalingpur, for the successful organization of the National Level
Conference on “Contemporary Discourses in Social Sciences and Languages” held on 25th
April 2026.

This accomplishment reflects academic excellence, innovation, and collective
dedication. The conference provided a meaningful platform for scholarly engagement,
fostering academic dialogue, diverse perspectives, and the advancement of research in the
fields of social sciences and languages.

The well-coordinated execution of the event, featuring insightful keynote addresses,
scholarly deliberations, and active participation, has contributed significantly to academic
enrichment and intellectual exchange among participants.

Appreciation is extended to the vision, leadership, and collaborative efforts of the
organizing committee, which continue to uphold the academic standards and values of the
institution. Such initiatives are instrumental in strengthening research culture and academic
excellence.

Date: 25-04-2026

Dr. Prabhakar Kore



Shri. Amit P. Kore
Chairman, Board of Management
KLE Society, Belagavi.

Message

It is an immense pleasure and profound gratitude that I pen this message to extend my
heartfelt compliments to the dedicated team of KLE Society’s SCP Arts, Science and D. D.
Shirol Commerce College, Mahalingpur, for the resounding success of the One Day National
Conference held on 25th April 2025.

As the Chairman of KLE Society, it is a matter of great pride to witness such a
significant academic initiative. I extend my heartfelt best wishes to the organizing committee,
resource persons, and participants for making this Endeavour a grand success. May this
Conference ignite new aspirations and contribute to the realization of the vision of
“Contemporary Discourses in Social Sciences and Languages.”

Our institution remains deeply committed to nurturing intellectual curiosity and
national consciousness among students and scholars. Through such academic platforms, we
aim to encourage dialogue, research exploration, and policy-oriented insights that contribute
to India’s holistic development. The discussions and presentations in this Conference
highlight the importance of education, technology, entrepreneurship, environmental
awareness, and social harmony key pillars of a developed nation.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the entire KLE fraternity, I sincerely
appreciate the exceptional leadership and collaborative spirit of your team. Your efforts
significantly contribute to our mission of promoting intellectual exchange and societal
impact.

With profound appreciation and warm regards,

Date: 25-04-2026 Shri. Amit P. Kore



Shri. Jayanand Munavalli

Director, KLE Society, Belagavi
Chairman of Local Governing Body
KLE’S SCP Degree College, Mahalingpur.

MESSAGE

It is a matter of great pride and satisfaction to extend my warm compliments on the
successful organization of the National Level Conference on “Contemporary Discourses in
Social Sciences and Languages,” held on 25 April 2026.

This academic initiative reflects a strong commitment to fostering innovation,
scholarly dialogue, and interdisciplinary collaboration across the nation. Such platforms play
a vital role in nurturing intellectual curiosity and encouraging meaningful exchange of ideas
among academicians, researchers, and students.

The planning, dedication, and creative foresight demonstrated by the organizing team
deserve high appreciation. The conference has provided an excellent platform for thought-
provoking discussions and insightful deliberations, significantly enriching its academic value.

I sincerely appreciate the efforts of the organizers, faculty members, and students in
making this event a grand success. Their collective commitment and teamwork are truly

commendable.

With the best wishes for continuous success.

Date: 25-04-2026

Shri. Jayanand Munavalli
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EDITORIAL

It gives us immense pleasure to present Volume March- April 2026 of the Journal
International Journal of Advance and Applied Research ISSN-2347-7075, Double-Blind Peer
Reviewed international open-access platform committed to fostering interdisciplinary
scholarship and intellectual engagement.

This issue reflects the dynamic and evolving landscape of contemporary research in
literature, language, culture, and interdisciplinary humanities. The diverse range of
contributions featured in this volume underscores the journal's commitment to providing a
space for rigorous academic inquiry, critical reflection, and innovative perspectives.

The present issue brings together scholarly articles that engage with themes such as
diaspora, cultural memory, identity, ecocriticism, gender studies, digital humanities, and
postcolonial discourse. From explorations of Indian diasporic literature and its evolving
notions of home and identity, to nuanced analyses of cultural memory and historical
consciousness, the articles collectively demonstrate how literature serves as both a reflective
and transformative force in society.

Significantly, the issue also highlights the intersections of literature with
contemporary concerns such as environmental humanities, technological transformations, and
issues of social justice. Contributions addressing feminist, queer, Dalit and indigenous
literatures further enrich the discourse by foregrounding marginalized voices and alternative
narratives. The inclusion of studies on digital humanities and new media narratives reflects
the journal's engagement with emerging academic trends and the changing modes of literary
production and reception.

Another noteworthy feature of this volume is its multilingual inclusivity, with articles
presented in both English and Hindi Kannada. This reflects our commitment to embracing
linguistic diversity and promoting scholarly dialogue across cultural and regional boundaries.
Such inclusivity strengthens the journal's vision of being a truly global and accessible
platform for knowledge dissemination.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all the contributors for their valuable research, to
the reviewers for their meticulous evaluation, and to the editorial team for their unwavering
dedication. Their collective efforts ensure the academic integrity and quality of the journal.
As we present this issue, we hope it will stimulate critical thinking, inspire further research,
and contribute meaningfully to ongoing academic conversations. We remain committed to
nurturing scholarly excellence and encouraging interdisciplinary exploration in the years to
come.

Date: 25.04.2026

Editors
Shri. T. D. Dangi
Shri. K. S. Patil
Shri. A. M. Ugare
Dr. S. C. Bijjaragi
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Abstract:

India is the fifth largest economy in the world. whereas more than 50 percentage of the people
depend on agriculture in total population. Agricultural economics provides the framework for analyzing
production, distribution, and consumption of agricultural goods. while rural development aims to improve
the quality of life and economic well-being of people living in rural areas. The relationship between
agricultural economics and rural development is symbiotic. Improved agricultural productivity leads to
higher incomes, which in turn promotes rural development. Agriculture and rural development are closely
interlinked in India. Since a large share of the population lives in rural areas, agriculture acts as the
backbone of the rural economy. It provides employment, income, food security, and supports overall
economic development. Rural development in India has undergone significant transformation over the
decades, driven by policy interventions, technological advancements, and institutional reforms. Agricultural
economics and rural development are closely interconnected disciplines that play a crucial role in the
economic and social progress of developing countries. In the modern era, agricultural economics has
expanded beyond traditional farming to include agribusiness, food systems, environmental sustainability,
and technological innovations such as artificial intelligence and precision farming. encompasses a wide
range of activities aimed at improving the quality of life of rural people by increasing income levels,
providing basic amenities, and ensuring social justice. agricultural economics and rural development are
essential for achieving inclusive and sustainable growth. Strengthening these sectors can lead to improved
livelihoods, food security, and economic stability. This paper concludes that agriculture is a sector which is
played an important role in the economic development of the country through development in rural areas.

Introduction:

Agricultural economics is defined as the
application of economic theory to agriculture,
focusing on the efficient use of resources such as
land, labor, and capital. It examines production,
pricing, and market behavior in agriculture. rural
development has evolved from basic agricultural
support to a more comprehensive framework that
includes infrastructure, education, healthcare, and
social ~ welfare. Rural development and
agricultural economics are interconnected but
distinct fields. While agricultural economics
concentrates on

improving agricultural

productivity and efficiency, rural development
takes a wider perspective by addressing all
aspects of rural life. he importance of agricultural
economics in rural development cannot be
overstated. Since a large proportion of the rural
population depends on agriculture for their
livelihood, improving agricultural productivity
directly contributes to economic growth and
poverty reduction. In countries like India, where a
significant portion of the population resides in
rural areas, the integration of agricultural
economics and rural development is essential for

achieving balanced and sustainable growth.



http://www.ijaar.co.in/

I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 37

ISSN - 2347-7075

Government initiatives such as rural employment

schemes, agricultural subsidies, and rural
infrastructure projects reflect the importance of
these fields in national development strategies.
Agricultural economics helps farmers make
informed decisions regarding crop selection, input
usage, and production techniques. This leads to
increased productivity and better utilization of
available resources. As a result, farmers can
achieve higher yields and reduce wastage, which

is essential for rural progress.

Keywords:
e Importance of agricultural economics in
rural development.
e Rural development through economic
reforms.
e Rural development through green
revolution.
e Rural development through government
schemes.
e Comparative analysis of  rural

development in india.

Importance of Agricultural Economics in
Rural Development:

1. Reduce poverty rate: majority of the poor
live in rural areas and depend on
agriculture, improvements in agricultural
productivity directly impact poverty levels.

2. Creation of employment opportunities: By
promoting diversification into activities
such as dairy farming, poultry, fisheries,
and agro-processing, agricultural

economics helps generate additional
employment opportunities. These industries
rely on agricultural raw materials and
provide jobs in processing, packaging, and
transportation.

3. Food availability and nutrition: Agricultural

examines

economics food production,

distribution systems, and market structures

10.

to ensure an adequate supply of food. By
improving agricultural productivity and
efficiency, agricultural economics
contributes to increased food availability
and better nutrition.

Balanced development: Agriculture
provides raw materials to industries such as
textiles, sugar, and food processing. At the
same time, industries supply inputs like
fertilizers, machinery, and technology to
agriculture.

Efficient marketing system: Agricultural
economics emphasizes the importance of
investment in rural infrastructure to
enhance productivity and reduce post-
harvest losses. Agricultural economics
analyzes  market  structures,  price
fluctuations, and supply chains to improve
market efficiency.

Promotes sustainable development: It
promotes the use of sustainable farming
practices that conserve natural resources
such as soil, water, and biodiversity.
Government intervention in development
activities: Agricultural economics provides
the foundation for designing and evaluating
policies related to land reforms, subsidies,
credit facilities, and rural employment
programs.

Environmental Management: agricultural
economics helps rural communities adapt to
environmental challenges such as climate
change and water scarcity.

Rural development through economic
reforms

The expansion of rural industries and
services: Economic reforms have also
promoted entrepreneurship in rural areas,
leading to the emergence of micro, small,
and medium enterprises (MSMEs).
Diversification in rural employment:

reforms have encouraged the growth of

2
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non-farm sectors such as small-scale leading  sustainable  livelihood  and
industries, agro-processing, and rural empowers women in society through
services. organizing rural poor households into self
Investment in  rural infrastructure: help groups with financial inclusion.

Economic reforms have increased public
and private investment in  rural
infrastructure, including roads, irrigation
systems, electricity, and communication
networks.

Globalization: =~ Farmers now  have
opportunities to export agricultural products
and  benefit

globalization offers opportunities, it also

from  higher  prices.
necessitates strong policy support to protect
vulnerable rural populations.

Growth of income: Increased agricultural
productivity, employment opportunities,
and market access have improved rural

incomes.

Development Through Government

Schemes:

MGNREGA: This scheme

livelihood through provides at least 100

ensuring

days of wage employment annually to rural
households. Its

seasonal migration. It aims to enhance

effective in reducing
livelihood security and create durable assets
such as roads, ponds, and irrigation
systems.

PMGSY: By providing all road connectivity
to unconnected villages enables farmers
access in markets. Healthcare facilities,
improving basic necessities it can help
overall achive the socio-economic
condition.

PMAY-G: To promote dignity among the
rural population this scheme provide
affordable housing to rural households by
offering financial assistance.

DAY-NRLM: This scheme enhances skill

development, encourages entrepreneurship,

e JIM: This scheme aims to ensures supply of
clean drinking water to provide functional
household tap connections in rural areas.it
reduces burden of women who traditionally
spends more time in fetching water.

e PMKSY: This scheme enhance agricultural
productivity, income stability of farmers by

facilities  and

improving  irrigation

efficiency in water management.

Comparative Analysis of Rural Development
in India:

Phases of Rural Development in India:

1. Early Period (1950-1980):

e Focus on agriculture and land reforms

e Community Development Programme
(1952)

e Limited infrastructure and low
productivity

2. Pre-Liberalization Period (1980—-1991):

e Introduction of poverty alleviation
programs
e Green Revolution impact
e Moderate improvement in agricultural
productivity
3. Post-Liberalization Period (1991-2010)
e Shift toward market-oriented policies
e Growth in rural non-farm sector

e Expansion of rural infrastructure

4. Recent Period (2010-2025)
e Digital transformation
e Focus on inclusive growth
sanitation,

e Major improvements in

housing, and connectivity
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Comparative Data on Rural Development:

Table 1: Rural Poverty Trends in India

Year/Period Rural Poverty Rate (%)
2011-12 25.7%

2022-23 7.2%

2023-24 4.86%

2024-25 (estimated) 4-5%

Table 2: Infrastructure Development (Comparison)
Indicator 2015-16 2024-25
Access to Drinking Water 94.6% 99.6%
Rural Road Connectivity Moderate 92.5% households connected
Housing (PMAY-G homes) Limited 3.7 crore houses built

Table 3: Sanitation Development

Indicator Before 2014 2025
Open Defecation High Nearly eliminated
ODF Villages Very few 96%+ villages ODF Plus

Table 4: Government Spending on Rural Development
Year Budget Allocation (X crore)
2016-17 87,765
2025-26 1,90,405

Table 5: Overall Comparison

Indicator Earlier Period Recent Period
Poverty High Very low
Infrastructure Poor Strong
Sanitation Weak Highly improved
Technology Minimal Advanced
Government Role Limited Strong and active

Conclusion:

In Indian economy there is significant role
played along with economic development through
rural  development. Agriculture  economics
enhancing analytical framework necessary to
understand and address rural issues such as
poverty, unemployment, low productivity, and

income inequality .agriculture economics plays a

crucial role in shaping rural development,
particularly in developing countries like India. It
plays a crucial role in shaping rural development,
particularly in developing countries like India.
Contribution to Poverty Reduction, Food Security
and Nutrition, Employment Generation thereby

boosting economic growth.
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Abstract:

A key characteristic of development paths, particularly in the context of many emerging economies,
is the emergence of regional inequalities, whereby growth is spatially uneven across regions, a pattern
witnessed in India as well. The continuing presence of a distinctive core—periphery structure in which
economic activities, infrastructure and institutional capacities remain highly concentrated in a small
number of politically and economically dominant regions is problematic for inclusive and balanced
development. Many of them have been transformed during the course of dynamic economic growth over the
last two decades into rapidly developing “cores,” whereas huge chunks of their hinterlands remain
stagnant, almost non-industrialized and socio-economically weak. This conceptual paper addresses a
central research question of whether the core—periphery framework accurately captures the characteristics,
sources, and endurance of regional inequality in an emerging economy such as India. This paper aims to
primarily focus on assessing the validity of core—periphery trends in the context of regional development in
India. More specifically, the study addresses (i) the theoretical underpinnings of the core—periphery model
as conceived in development and spatial economic literature, (ii) the historical and contemporary
trajectories of core and peripheries in India, (iii) factors that uphold structural, institutional, and policy-
driven regional divides, and (iv) implications of core—periphery dynamics for balanced and inclusive
development pathways in emerging economies. This paper takes a qualitative and conceptual approach to
research based on a theoretical literature review and secondary data. These cover classical and
contemporary literature on core—periphery theory, concepts of regional development, plans, policy
documents and empirical works relating to regional disparity in India. The article does not use
econometric analysis but instead uses logic, comparison, and contextualized interpretation to analyze the
extent to which the core—periphery framework mirrors regional development processes. This enables more
fine-grained analyses of historical legacies, institutional mappings and spatial processes that constitute
economic divergence. The findings indicate the core—periphery dynamics provide a useful framework for
explaining the uneven development in India. The fruits of economic growth have been unevenly spatially
distributed, stuck in metropolitan regions, states with coastlines, and industrial corridors, with much
inland, tribal, or resource-dependent regions remaining marginal. Core regions grow by means of
agglomeration economies, lopsided infrastructure investments, uneven access to markets, and institutional
asymmetries. These spatial inequalities have been amplified over the years through market-led growth and
globalization, which strengthens rather than enables the convergence of existing cores. But the results also
reveal an important limitation of the core—periphery framework, which is its tendency to underestimate the
importance of state intervention, social policy and regional development strategies. Further the research
paper suggests that whilst core—periphery theory can be read as very much alive and well in analyzing
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regional inequality in the emerging economy context, it should be supplemented with institutional, political
economy and policy perspectives. Solving the regional imbalance in India would necessitate sector and

region-specific public investment, devolution of powers and decision making about local development, so
that parts of the periphery can be turned into sustainable engines of development.

Keywords: Core—Periphery Dynamics, Regional Disparities, Emerging Economies, Spatial Inequality,

Regional Development in India.

Introduction and Background Related to The
Study:

In the literature on regional development,
Myrdal's (1957) persistent and uneven pattern of
growth has come to be regarded as one of the
distinguishing  structural  characteristics  of
emerging economies in which the absence of
automatic tendencies for spatial equilibrium has
resulted in widening cores — peripheral spatial
gulfs, epitomized by the sharp divergence
between advanced and waning regions in terms of
income, infrastructure, human development, and
institutional capacity, despite the fact that
economic growth is wusually one of the
preconditions for social cohesion, political
stability, and long-term sustainability (World
Bank, 2018); Within this broader context, core—
periphery dynamics — which helps explain how a
few territories attract the bulk of economic
activity, investment, innovation, and political
attention while a majority of regions become
structurally marginal and supply the bulk of labor
and resources without commensurate shares of
development — offers an analytical framework of
considerable heuristically power, as regionwide
mechanisms of cumulative causation,
agglomeration economies and asymmetric power
domination act to hold down the potentially
productive but stagnant periphery (Friedmann,
1966; Frank, 1967); such dynamics are
particularly salient in emerging economies, where
market integration, globalization, and uneven
state capacity rapidly create polarized spaces of
haves and have-nots rather than balanced or

inclusive development (Krugman, 1991; Bardhan,

2005); mechanistic attention to core—periphery
processes are especially compelling in countries
like India, a quintessentially rapidly developing
emerging economy displaying stark inter-state
and intra-state disparities, where both historical
and current patterns of economic growth,
industrialization, service-sector expansion, and
urbanization have sent a sizable share of
dynamism to a limited number of states and
metropolitan regions, while many parts of the
eastern, central and northern regions of India
stagnate with low growth and human
development performance (Ahluwalia, 2000;
Dreze & Sen, 2013), and despite decades of
planning, fiscal transfers, and post-reform policy
efforts aimed at regional parity, these imbalances
have not only persisted, but seem to have drawn
out wider boundaries in the post-liberalization
period, suggesting structural forces are at work
that heighten the problems of a core — periphery
divide (Planning Commission, 2014; NITI Aayog,
2019); therefore, interrogating how and why
core—periphery dynamics continues to explain
regional inequalities in contemporary India is the
central challenge of the conceptual study design
and the core research question addresses to which
extent are theoretical insights from the core—
periphery and similar regional development
frameworks able to explain persistent and
reoccurring spatial inequality in an emerging
economy context; As such the objectives of the
paper are: (1) to conceptualize the core—periphery
dynamics  hypothesis within the broader
discussion of regional development, (2) to

examine the relevance of core — periphery
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dynamics to India' development story and (3) to
ascertain the mechanisms through which regional
disparities are produced and perpetuated along the
economic, institutional and spatial dimensions,
which do not provide empirical estimates but
rather represents an analytical and conceptual
scope that utilizes second-hand literature,
development theory and policy analysis that
contribute to a deeper theoretical grasp of
regional disparity in emerging economies, and
development strategies that better address
regional sensitivity and equity.

Conceptual Framework: Core—Periphery
Dynamics and Regional Development:

The concepts of core and periphery in the
context of economic geography and regional
development studies denote a spatially uneven
development process whereby economic activity,
capital accumulation, innovative capacity, and
political power tend to get concentrated in
specific areas which are designated as cores
whereas the remaining regions act as peripheries
marked by structural dependence, limited
economic diversification, and weak integration
into high-growth sectoral activities, a spatio-
temporally embedded and institutionally
mediated outcome of development processes,
according to Friedmann (1966) and Myrdal
(1957), as within this framework regional
disparities emerge as structural and spatial
phenomena shaped through cumulative linkages
between the market, state, history of investment,
and social relations, rather than simple primitive
idiosyncrasies of resource endowment or
productivity differentials, with the core benefiting
from agglomeration economies, better
infrastructural facilities, larger pool of skilled
labour, and stronger institutional frameworks,
with the peripheral remaining trapped into
persistent limitations associated with remoteness,

weak linkage, high unit cost of delivery, limits on

the size of local markets, and adversely limited
viability of economic activities and public
services, as gleaned from Planning Commission
(2014) and Krugman (1991), with one of the
mechanisms through which this process is
pursued is the interplay of economic
concentration, migration and institutional capacity
where firms and high value economic activities
opt for growth in core regions where higher
returns are feasible, skilled workers flow in the
direction of growth centres in search of better
remuneration and government responding to
growth imperatives and feasibility focuses
disproportionate amount of public investment
upon already developed regions ultimately
begetting cumulative advantage and locking the
peripheral ones to chronic stagnation (Myrdal,
1957; Dreze & Sen, 2013), while remaining
subjected to labour out-migration, flight of
capital, stagnating fiscal, and weaker governance
capacities which further limit the options for these
areas in attracting investment, delivery of public
services, and initiating endogenous growth
processes (North, 1990; Kundu, 2012), and in
Indian context such dynamics manifest through
the hegemony of metropolitan regions and few
very high performing states as cores versus
lagging areas with agrarian dependence,
infrastructural inadequacies, and low human
capital formation where former and latter indicate
core—periphery  type  relations  operating
simultaneously at inter-state and intra-state scales
(Ahluwalia, 2000; NITI Aayog, 2019), and
accordingly, the conceptual model guiding the
current study links core—periphery interactions
with regional outcomes by tracing paths through
which initial advantages of infrastructure, market
access, and institutional strength enable certain
areas to attract cumulative flows of investments
and skilled labour leading to positive feedback
loops of growth, whereas backwardness in
peripheral areas is deepened through backwash
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effects of selective out-migration, resource
extraction, and policy disinterest locking them
into low productivity equilibria that produce
persistent regional disparities in income,
employment, and human development, and
emphasizing that that meaningful regional
convergence requires both a  conscious
intervention to disrupt the self-reinforcing
mechanisms of these spatial interactions and the
non-benevolence of purely market forces that
would only deepen the regional core—periphery
divide.

Theoretical Perspectives on Core—Periphery
and Regional Inequality:

Core—periphery dynamics and regional
inequality are thus theoretically motivated by
several strands of development economics and
economic geography, beginning with Gunnar
Myrdal's (1957) theory of cumulative causation,
which conceptualizes regional development as a
self-reinforcing  process in  which initial
economic, social, and institutional advantages
generate cumulative growth in core regions while
producing backwash effects—such as labour out-
migration, capital drain, and market domination—
that systematically weaken peripheral regions, in
effect challenging neoclassical assumptions of
automatic convergence and providing a powerful
explanation for the persistence of spatial
inequalities in the developing and emerging
economies, and this perspective aligns closely
with the core—periphery and dependency theories,
which emphasize the structural relationship
between dominant core regions and subordinate
peripheries whereby, in the face of an unequal
power relations, asymmetric integration into
markets, and historically conditioned patterns of
dependence that benefit the accumulation of
surplus and governance agency in core areas, the
latter remain locked into low-productivity

activities and a resource extraction role

(Friedmann, 1966; Frank, 1967), while
Hirschman's (1958) theory of unbalanced growth
gives a complementary yet more optimistic view
on the basis of strategic investments and forward
and backward linkages driving development,
although implicitly acknowledges that such
growth impulses are spatially concentrated in
regions with better developed infrastructure and
institutional capacity, and thus ultimately
accelerate regional disparities whenever linkages
fail to diffuse over space, a view further
supported by more recent insights from New
Economic  Geography, which through its
demonstration on the increasing returns to scale,
transport  costs, market-size effects, and
agglomeration economies leading firms and
skilled workers to cluster in already developed
regions illustrates how this spatial concentration
and polarization becomes a rational outcome of a
market process rather than just a temporary
distortion (Krugman, 1991), and together, these
theoretical perspectives fit well in the context of
the emerging economies where rapid growth
dynamics, globalization, and uneven state
capacity interact to shape strong regional
inequalities, as early advantages in terms of
infrastructure, human capital, and governance
enable ahead regions to emerge as growth cores
while the others remain structurally marginal
(Ahluwalia, 2000; Dreze & Sen, 2013), which
pattern can later be clearly verifiable among
countries such as India whenever, as
liberalization,  urban-centric ~ growth, and
competitive federalism have done, pointed the
trend of reinforcing the spatial concentration--
rather than balanced regional development--
thereby suggesting that core—periphery dynamics
in the context of emerging economies can be
better understood as the outcome of cumulative,
institutionally  mediated, and  historically
conditioned processes emphasized from these

theoretical traditions.
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Historical Evolution of Core—Periphery
Patterns in India:

The historical evolution of core—periphery
patterns in India is informative about this
cumulative and path-dependent process of spatial
concentration the roots of uneven development—
and can be understood through four overlapping
phases that began in colonial rule, which
entrenched uneven development by means of an
extractive political economy, selective
infrastructure investment, and favoring port cities
and administrative centres that integrated a few
coastal and commercial regions into the global
trade network while relegating vast hinterlands to
the role of suppliers of raw materials and labour,
creating structural spatial hierarchies privileging
regions such as Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras
over interior agrarian regions (Bagchi, 2010; Roy,
2011); and which legacies were only partially
addressed through post-independence planning as
India sought through state-led industrialization
and centralized planning the objective of
balanced regional development through public
sector enterprises, industrial licensing, and
regional incentives, yet in practice, industrial
location decisions continued to favour regions
with existing infrastructure, skilled labour and
administrative capacity, with the consequence of
consolidating industrial cores in western and
southern India while many eastern and central
regions remained peripheral despite explicit
efforts to alter this outcome (Planning
Commission, 2014; Ahluwalia, 2000); and an
agricultural productivity frontier through the
emergence of the Green Revolution that further
deepened regional differentiation as gains were
concentrated in regions with assured irrigation,
access to modern inputs, and speedy development
of supportive institutional frameworks which
centered on Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar
Pradesh while rain-fed and resource-constrained

regions in eastern and central India remained

largely excluded, thereby reinforcing a rural core—
periphery divide and engendering long-term rural
income, infrastructure and human development
disparities (Frankel, 1971; Evenson & Gollin,
2003); and which historical pattern was
overshadowed by economic liberalization and
spatial restructuring post-1991, as deregulation,
market-led growth

disproportionately benefited regions with pre-

globalization, and

existing industrial bases, urban agglomerations
and global connectivity, resulting in metropolitan
cores and industrial corridors while peripheral
regions experienced challenges attracting private
investment and integrating with high-growth
sectors, generating widening inter-state and intra-
state disparities congruent with core—periphery
patterns  observed across other emerging
economies (Krugman, 1991; Dreze & Sen, 2013),
and which set of phases taken together illustrates
the cumulative and path-dependent nature of
regional disparities with successive development
regimes reinforcing spatial concentration rather
than  dismantling inherited
highlighting both the historical depth and

structural persistence of core—periphery relations

inequalities,

in the Indian development trajectory.

Contemporary Core—Periphery Dynamics in
India:

The core-periphery dynamics of post-
globalization India are evident in the pronounced
inter-state disparities and economic polarization
in which a few states and metropolitan regions of
India continue to secure an inordinate share of
private investment, high-value employment, and
public resources states marked by industrial
diversity, services density, advanced
infrastructure, and efficient governance while
many seen to be trapped in low-productivity
activities with low fiscal capacity and poor human
development outcomes, and whose globalized

interfaces seem to be reinforcing spatial rather
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than spatial convergence within such states, the
vast, backward districts, tribal belts, and interior
regions provide minimal dividends and are left
with a figurative resource space akin to what
regional solid waste has been mapped out to be
made up of, and apart from urban-rural
polarization, metropolitan dominance seems to
provide explanatory power for the idea of over-
concentration of capital in individual places as
cities act as power cores solidifying their
contention for capital, talent, and finance and
generating  agglomeration  economies by
concentrated firms and skill pools, which in turn
attracts even more business and talent, while rural
and semi-urban areas seem to be trapped in a
vicious spiral of limited diversification,
inadequate service provision, and diminishing
relative economic significance, and these spatial
inequalities are closely linked to migration and
labour market segmentation, with selective
migration of skilled and semi-skilled workers
from peripheral to urban and metropolitan cores
strengthening human capital accumulation and
productivity in core regions while contributing to
depopulation, demographic stress, and skill
deficits in source regions, even as migrant
workers in destination regions are often absorbed
into segmented labour markets characterized by
informality and wunequal access to social
protection, thus reproducing both inter-regional
and intra-urban inequalities, and together, these
dynamics demonstrate that contemporary regional
disparities in post-globalization India reflect the
operation of cumulative and self-reinforcing
core—periphery processes across multiple spatial
scales, where economic concentration,
institutional asymmetries, and selective mobility
interact to entrench regional polarization, thereby
underscoring core—periphery frameworks for
explaining why sustained economic growth has
not translated into a balanced regional

development in an emerging economy context.

Sectoral Dimensions of Core—Periphery
Disparities:

Core—periphery dimensions of spatial
inequality across agriculture, industry, services,
and infrastructure—social sectors in India show
that the reproduction of uneven development
manifests through differential performance across
the main sectors of the economy, starting from
agriculture, where wide disparities in productivity
continue to exist as regions vary in access to
irrigation, modern inputs, markets, and
institutional support, and relatively advanced
producing core regions gain more from higher
agricultural yield, better income stability, and
more opportunities for diversification, but
peripheral regions depend on rain-fed cultivation
and low-value activities, which oppose the
generation of rising rural incomes and further
exacerbate poverty and spatial inequalities
(Evenson & Gollin, 2003; Planning Commission,
2014); these agrarian disparities are tightly
correlated with the industrial clustering of lean
mass, as Indian manufacturing has historically
tended toward regions with better connectivity,
skilled labour, and a competitive system, resulting
in industrial cores emerging from regions of
western and southern India, while large portions
of eastern part and central India have seen little
industrialization and little backward and forward
linkages, thus debarring regional employment
generation and  economic  transformation
(Ahluwalia, 2000; Lall & Chakravorty, 2005); the
service sector expansion also made the core—
periphery divides salient following liberalization
through well-developed metropolitan bias as
high-value  services [finance, information
technology, business services, and higher
education] have concentrated in monopolistic
urban centres, creating agglomeration economies
and rich employment in metropolitan cores but
limited spill over to towns and rural hinterlands

(Krugman, 1991; Ghosh & Chandrasekhar, 2009);
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and these sectoral imbalances are compounded by
inter-region disparities in infrastructure and social
factors as core regions witness better transport
networks, energy supply, digital connectivity,
healthcare, and educational institutions, and
productivity  augment  development,  and
investment, but peripheral regions are hampered
by infrastructural gaps, inadequate delivery of
service, and low human capital formation limiting
their intake of the benefits of high-growth sectors
and the boom of the national economy (Dreze &
Sen, 2013; NITI Aayog, 2019); together these
sectoral patterns indicate that core—periphery
disparities in India are not only confined to an
individual sector domain but are mutually
reinforcing across agriculture, industry, services,
and social infrastructure resulting in a cumulative
process of regional dominance through sectoral
advantage in core regions and structural
marginalization through sectoral disadvantage in
peripheral regions, thus highlighting the
importance of integrated sector-sensitive regional
development  strategies to  address the
multidimensional character of spatial inequality in

emerging economies.

Institutional and Governance Dimensions:

All of this invokes the institutional and
governance dimensions of  core—periphery
dynamics in India, as the role of planning
institutions and federal governance have
historically shaped the spatial allocation of public
investment, industry incentives and infrastructure,
as centralized planning mechanisms once sought
to promote balanced growth through public sector
enterprises and regional development
programmes but have since evolved towards a
more decentralized and competitive federalism
within which states with higher administrative
capacity, political bargaining power and
implementation efficiency have been able to

capture resources and policy innovations,

reinforcing pre-existing regional advantages
(Planning Commission, 2014; NITI Aayog,
2019), while also creating a situation in which
fiscal federalism and regional equity remain
central challenges, as intergovernmental transfers,
Finance Commission awards, and expansion of
Centre-sponsored schemes seek to address
horizontal imbalances but their impact is
undermined by disparities in states' revenue-
raising capabilities, spending efficiency and
institutional preparedness, leading economically-
advanced core states to leverage public funds
more efficiently than their peripheral counterparts
and thus deepen spatial inequalities (Rao &
Singh, 2005; Chakraborty, 2017), which have
been exacerbated by the interaction of these fiscal
dynamics with governance capacity and
institutional state, as regions exhibit considerable
variation in their bureaucratic quality, regulatory
effectiveness, policy coordination, and
accountability = mechanisms, with  weaker
governance in peripheral regions constraining
project implementation, service delivery and
investment absorption, while stronger institutions
in core regions facilitate faster cumulative
growth through efficient administration and
policy responsiveness (North, 1990; Dreze & Sen,
2013), while the persistence of these disparities
has also been reinforced by the limitations
imposed by uniform development policies, given
that one-size-fits-all development in industry
targeting, infrastructure development, and human
development often does not account for regional
heterogeneity in terms of initial conditions,
sectoral composition, and institutional capacity,
which in turn produces uneven outcomes that
reinforce core—periphery divides rather than
promoting convergence (Myrdal, 1957; Planning
Commission, 2014), and combined these
institutional and governance factors
operationalize a view that regional inequality in

India is not a mere economic problem but an

12



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 37

ISSN - 2347-7075

institutionally mediated process which implies
that a significant reduction of core—periphery
disparities cannot be achievable without
regionally specific planning, a reinforcement of
fiscal equalization mechanisms and sustained
efforts to build governance capacity in peripheral

states.

Core—Periphery Dynamics in Emerging
Economies: Comparative Insights:

Comparative analysis of core—periphery
dynamics across emerging economies reveals that
India is neither unique nor exceptional in its
experience of regional disparity, as similar spatial
polarization is evident for countries such as China
(e.g. World Bank, 2009; Rodriguez-Pose, 2018),
Brazil (e.g. Fan, Kanbur, & Zhang, 2011;
Rodriguez-Pose & Gill, 2006), South Africa (e.g.
Posel, 2019; van Huyssteen & Schermbrucker,
2021), and Mexico (e.g. Puga, 2002), particularly
since the onset of rapid growth, globalization, and
market integration processes concentrated
economic activity, infrastructure, and human
capital in select metropolitan regions and growth
corridors at the same time as marginalized
peripheral regions experienced substantial
weakening of productive bases and limited access
to development opportunities; further, across
these emerging economies common patterns of
polarization include agglomeration of major cities
(and consequently skill-biased selective migration
towards cores), coastal or resource-rich regions,
clusters of manufacturing and high-value services
in a few growth hubs and persistence of lagging
hinterlands characterized by agrarian dependence,
informality, and lower human development
outcomes, with dynamics that closely mirror
cumulative  causation and  agglomeration
processes identified for India (cf. Krugman, 1991;
Myrdal, 1957); yet despite these shared
tendencies, context-specific institutional and

policy differences play a critical role in intensity

and outcomes of core—periphery relations, as
China in particular constructed strong state
capacity to dominate core periphery relations with
selective regional policies such as special
economic zones, market-conforming massive
infrastructure investment and strategic fiscal
transfers allowing partial diffusion of growth to
inland regions despite continued coastal
dominance (cf. Flyvberg, 1997; Lin, 2001);
alternatively, Brazil's experience illustrates that
weak coordination between federal and
subnational governments and uneven social sector
provision is another key factor that constrained
effectiveness of regional development initiatives
(e.g. Dias, 2020; Rodriguez-Pose, 2018);
conversely India, through its democratic federal
structure, marked inter-state variance In
governance capacity, and market-led growth
orientation since liberalization, produces a more
complex picture: it is characterized by
competitive federalism and private investment as
reinforcing existing regional hierarchies, and
redistributive mechanisms and regional planning
as counteracting, but only partially successful
(e.g. Ahluwalia, 2000; NITI Aayog, 2019);
thereby suggesting that core—periphery dynamics
are in principle a common structural feature of
emerging economies, yet their  specific
manifestations must be mediated by historical
legacies, institutional capacity, policy coherence,
and state intervention strategies, thus overall
global context of uneven development must also
be accounted for India in the analysis of regional
disparities, while they also point to the need of
context-sensitive policy approaches responsive to
the political economy, federal arrangements, and

regional diversity of the country.

Policy Implications for Balanced Regional
Development:

Represented through the lens of core—
periphery dynamics, the discussed policy
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implications for balanced regional development in
India clearly point toward larger investments for
the peripheral states by overtly countering
cumulative disadvantage through targeted and
sustained public investment which needs to focus
on lagging regions intentionally, as to
counterbalance any potential negative
externalities of trickle-down growth which may
have historically proven weak and uneven
(Myrdal, 1957; Planning Commission, 2014) as
producing a central-periphery network through
enhanced connectivity will play a significant role
including aspects like transport corridors,
logistics networks, digital infrastructure and low
transaction cost integrating mechanisms that
ensure overturning the challenge of geographic
remoteness to be merely a minor hindrance and
not a permanent issue (World Bank, 2009;
Rodriguez-Pose & Gill, 2006) and even whilst the
role of social sector development and human
capital has been hailed as playing a monumental
role in changing the long term destiny of the
respective regions, as investment in health,
education, nutrition and skill development can
enhance productivity elevate labour mobility
outcomes, and build the absorptive capacity of
peripheral regions so take advantage of economic
integration as long as such investments are
equitable, ensuring equality and provide regional
context (Dreze & Sen 2013; NITI Aayog, 2019)
and also the above referred efforts of institutional
reforms and region-specific strategies that address
governance capacity gaps and strengthen local
institutions to ensure decentralized planning
wherein uniform national policies frequently fall
short at factoring variability in initial conditions,
administrative capability, and sectoral potential
across regions, thereby amplifying core—periphery
divides (North, 1990; Chakraborty, 2017) can be
combined to ensure inter-region equilibrium to be
maintained through enhancing fiscal equalization

and a significant decrease in exploitative practices

while the rights of the predominant population is
preserved so as when viewed together, these
policy directions highlight a paradigm shift from
spatially neutral growth strategies to a more
focused, equity-oriented regional development
framework that intersects infrastructure, social
policy, and institutional strengthening within a
place-sensitive planning architecture, as balanced
regional development in an emerging economy
like India requires proactive state intervention to
amplify spread effects, mitigate backwash effects,
disrupt self-reinforcing spatial inequalities and
not just exclusive reliance on market-led growth

and competitive federalism.

Conclusion:

At a theoretical level the paper has shown
that cumulative causation, dependency theory,
unbalanced growth, and agglomeration economics
synthesize well to an explanatory framework of
core—periphery dynamics, allowing for an
understanding of entrenched regional imbalance
in emerging economies by analysing processes of
historical legacy, sectoral concentration, inter and
intra-state migration, and institutional disparity as
causes and consequences of spatial inequality
(Friedmann, 1966; Myrdal, 1957; Krugman,
1991), and the analysis around India's recent
regional development trajectory serves to
highlight how traditional market-led convergence
theories provide an imperfect understanding of
the evolution of regional disparity in India, as
India's economic transformation has resulted in
the continued centrality of metropolitan regions,
stronger states gaining, inter-state polarization,
intra-state core—periphery divides, and inequality
in public and private service provisioning echoing
self-reinforcing dynamics where earlier regional
advantages in human capital, social infrastructure,
and governance lead to initial sufficiency
devolving into a core whilst peripheral regions
stagnate or regress (Ahluwalia, 2000; Dreze &
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Abstract:

Recognizing financial inclusion as a critical driver of inclusive growth and gender empowerment,
this study investigated the nexus between financial inclusion and economic development in India from 2015
to 2024, a period marked by a rapid transition toward a digital economy. Using secondary data from the
RBI and World Bank, the researcher employs Compounded Annual Growth Rate (CAGR), correlation
analysis and stepwise multiple linear regression to evaluate the efficiency of various financial indicators.
The results reveal a profound structural shift: Internet usage grew at a remarkable CAGR of (20.69%) and
account ownership at (11.69%). Correlation analysis shows that while bank branches maintain a very
strong relationship with GDP (r = 0.914), account expansion is increasingly decoupled from physical
proximity due to digitalization. To address extreme multicollinearity among variables like bank branches,
internet users, population density and credit (VIF > 10), Principal Component Analysis (PCA) was utilized
to construct a Financial Access Index (FAI). This composite index emerged as a superior, more stable
predictor, explaining 96% of the variance ($R"2 = 0.96%) in economic development. Validated by Durbin-
Watson (d=2) and Breusch-Pagan tests, the findings confirm that digital expansion has surpassed physical
infrastructure as the primary catalyst for deepening financial reach and fostering sustainable growth.

Keywords: Digital Banking, Economic Development, Financial Inclusion, Multicollinearity.

Introduction: process of ensuring access to financial services,

Financial inclusion is increasingly being timely and adequate credit for vulnerable groups

recognized as a key driver of economic growth
and poverty alleviation the world over. Access to
formal finance can boost job creation, reduce
vulnerability to economic shocks and increase
investments in human capital. Without adequate
access to formal financial services, individuals
and firms need to rely on their own limited
resources or rely on costly informal sources of
finance to meet their financial needs and pursue
growth opportunities. At a macro level, greater
financial inclusion can support sustainable and
inclusive  socio-economic  growth for all.

Financial inclusion has been defined as ‘“the

such as weaker sections and low-income groups
at an affordable cost”. (Committee on Financial
Inclusion - Chairman: Dr. C Rangarajan, RBI,
2008). There has been growing evidence on how
financial inclusion has a multiplier effect in
boosting overall economic output, reducing
poverty and income inequality at the national
level. Financial inclusion of women is particularly
important for gender equality and women’s
economic empowerment. With greater control
over their financial lives, women can help
themselves and their families to come out of

poverty; reduce their risk of falling into poverty;
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eliminate their exploitation from the informal
sector; and increase their ability to fully engage in
measurable and productive economic activities.
An inclusive financial system supports stability,
integrity and equitable growth. Therefore,
financial exclusion because of several barriers
like physical, socio-cultural and psychological,
warrants attention from the policy makers.

India has also been actively engaged with
other countries and multilateral fora viz., Global
Partnership for Financial Inclusion (GPFI) and
Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). India is one of the co-
chairs along with Indonesia and United Kingdom
in the GPFI Subgroup on Regulation and
Standard Setting Bodies. India has been actively
involved in preparation of relevant research and
policy guides in Digitalization, Regulation and
Financial Inclusion that are published by GPFI
from time to time. Further, the Reserve Bank of
India is currently a member of four working
groups viz.,, Standards, Implementation and
Evaluation, Digital Financial Literacy, Financial
Education for MSMEs and Core Competencies
for Financial Literacy under the International
Network for Financial Education (INFE), set up
under OECD. Keeping in view the various
developments in the global front, India has also
initiated the process of preparing its National
Strategy for Financial Inclusion (NSFI) in June
2017 under the aegis of Financial Inclusion
Advisory Committee (FIAC).

Objectives:

1. To investigate the nexus between
Financial Inclusion and Economic
Development.

2. To examine the factors influencing the

Financial Inclusion in India.

Hypothesis:

= Null Hypothesis (Hp): There is no
significant long-term relationship between
the financial inclusion and economic
development in India.

= Alternative Hypothesis (Hi): There is a
significant positive long-term relationship
between financial inclusion and economic
development.

= Null Hypothesis (Hp): There is no
significant impact of physical and digital
infrastructure (density of bank branches,
ATMs, and the number of internet users)
on financial access in India.

= Alternative Hypothesis (Hp): Physical
and digital infrastructure factors (density
of bank branches, ATMs, and internet
users) have a significant positive impact

on financial access in India.

Review of Literature:

Cicchiello et al. (2021) employed pooled
panel regression on data from 42 Asian and
African nations (2000-2019) to examine the
nexus between financial inclusion and
development. Their findings indicate that
economic expansion, literacy and employment
rates significantly drive financial inclusion.
Conversely, the study concludes that low levels of
financial access actively hinder overall
development in these least developed countries.

Persaud and Thaffe (2023) examined 183
peer-reviewed articles and organized the financial
inclusion literature into four key themes and
introduced a '"financial inclusion diamond"
conceptual model to guide future research. The
findings highlight a fragmented, empirically
heavy field and emphasize the need for context-
specific investigations into the social implications
of financial access.

Teker et al. (2023) analyzed data from

2000-2020, this study employs Granger causality
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tests to demonstrate that financial inclusion acts
as a primary driver for economic growth and
poverty reduction in Greece and Turkey. The
findings reveal complex, bidirectional linkages
between financial access, income inequality and
macroeconomic  stability, emphasizing the
interdependent role of inclusive finance in the
Aegean region’s development.

Prasuna et. al. (2024) the study assesses
India's inclusive growth by developing a
comprehensive Financial Inclusion Index (FII)
across 27 states from 2005 to 2020, highlighting
top performers like Goa and Kerala. Using a
panel data regression model, it identifies key
drivers of inclusion such as per capita income,
literacy rates, urbanization and infrastructure. The
paper’s primary contribution is its long-term,
comparative analysis of financial access across
both rural and urban sectors at the state and
grassroots levels.

Ozili (2025) examines the bidirectional
relationship between banking and financial
inclusion, highlighting how managerial discretion
and regulation shape accessibility while inclusive
practices concurrently boost bank stability,
profitability and risk resilience. The study further
offers a strategic synopsis of cost-optimization
outcomes and unintended regulatory
consequences to provide a framework for future

research in the sector.

Research Methodology:

Research methodology in economics
means using the scientific methods of
investigation and analyzing economic
phenomena. No research work can be undertaken
unless we adopt a proper research methodology.
For the present research work, the scientific
method will be followed. This consists of various
stages such as allocation of data, analysis of data
and also interpretation and presentation of the

findings. The present study makes use of

secondary data that were published by the World
Development indicator and RBI. To study the
trend growth rate and compounded annual growth
rate have been calculated. Further to examine the
nexus between research variables, Karl Pearson's
coefficient of correlation was applied using SPSS.
To study the factors influencing the financial
inclusion between independent and dependent
variables step-wise multiple linear regression was
used.

1. Data Collection:

The study relies exclusively on secondary
data covering a ten-year time series data from
2015 to 2024. To ensure high levels of reliability
and validity, data were aggregated from reputable
international and national institutions, including
the World development indicators, Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), economic survey of India and
other reports and publications. To explore the
factors influencing the Financial Inclusion and to
understand  relationship  between  Financial
Inclusion and Economic Development, the study
identifies and categorizes the following variables:
Variables

Development Factors): No. of account

o Dependent (Economic
holders (in Crores)

o Independent Variables: GDP growth rate
(GDP), Number of Bank Branches (in
Crores), Internet users (Crores), Deposits
(in Crores), Credits (in Crores), Inflation
rate and Population Density (sq.km).

2. Statistical Framework and Analytical Tools:
The analysis is conducted through three

primary statistical lenses to provide a

comprehensive understanding of the data:

1. Growth Rate Analysis: To examine
temporal trends and the velocity of
economic change, the study calculates the
Compounded Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR) for all selected variables.

2. Correlation Analysis: To investigate the
strength and direction of the nexus
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between financial inclusion and economic
development indicators, Karl Pearson’s
Coefficient of Correlation was applied
using SPSS (Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences).
3. Step-wise multiple regression analysis:

Step wise regression was performed using

Stata 14.6 software to ensure precision in the

To know

financial inclusion several functional forms were

findings. the factors influencing
tried, however multiple linear regression was
The

regression was conducted in two ways 1. Forward

found to be the most suitable, form.

Selection (starts with zero variables and adds
them) this method adds variables one by one if
their p-value is below the significance level (p <
0.05). 2. Backward Elimination (starts with all the

variables). This starts with a full model and
removes variables with a p-value (p > 0.10)
higher than the threshold and those variables will
be dropped. Multicollinearity is a common
challenge in economic research, especially when
dealing with time-series data where everything
tends to grow together. When Variance Inflation
Factor is high (VIF > 10), coefficients become
unstable, making it hard to trust the individual
"effect" of each variable makes regression results
unstable. Hence, after performing the VIF we
found that Population Density, Number of Bank
Branches, Credits and Internet users were highly
correlated with each other. In order remove such
co-linearity Principal Component Analysis (PCA)
was carried to merge them into a single variable

called as "Financial Access Index."

variables and removes the

least significant

Table 1: Description of the variables used in the study.

Variables Symbol Description Source
No. of account NAH Population group-wise number of account RBI
holders (in Crores) holders of scheduled commercial banks
Gross domestic GDP It is expressed as an annual percentage and is WDI
product (%) used as the dependent variable.
Number of Bank NBB Population group-wise number of bank branches RBI
Branches (in Crores) of scheduled commercial banks
Internet users Proportion of individuals who used the Internet
INS from any location (includes location, all age WDI
(Crores)
groups and gender)
o The total amount of deposits received by
Deposits (in Crores) DPS scheduled commercial banks RBI
Credits (in Crores) CDS The total. amount of credit given by scheduled RBI
commercial banks
Inflation as measured by the consumer price
Inflation (CPI) INF index reflects the annual percentage chapge in WDI
the cost to the average consumer of acquiring a
basket of goods and services
Population Density Geographic measurement of the number of
POD .. . WDI
(sq.km) people living in a specific area.

Note: WDI = World Development Indicators, RBI = Reserve bank of India

Results and Discussion:
The Compound Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR) in Table 2, indicated that internet users

(20.69%) and number of account holders

(11.69%) recorded the highest growth, followed
by deposits (10.05%) and credits (9.84%), bank
branches (2.20%), and ATMs (2.37%) found
statistically significant at 1 per cent level. While,
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population density (0.99%) showed relatively
lower growth and found significant at 5 per cent
level; year-wise trends reveal fluctuations, with
notable spikes in internet users during 2019-2020
and steady increases in deposits and credit in later
years. This pattern suggested that financial

inclusion and banking activity are increasingly

driven by digital expansion rather than physical
infrastructure, as evidenced by rapid growth in
internet usage and account ownership compared
to modest growth in bank branches and ATMs,
indicating a structural shift towards digital and

technology-enabled banking systems.

Table 2: Year-wise Growth Rates and CAGR on Financial Inclusion Indicators

No. of Internet
Number Account Deposits Credit ATMs (Per Population Users
Year of Bank 100,000 .
Branches Holders (Rs. Crore) | (Rs. Crore) Adults) Density (Rs.
(Crore) Crore)
2015 - - - - - - -
2016 6.99 11.49 7.59 9.37 0.05 1.20 10.74
2017 3.72 15.71 11.78 5.25 0.05 1.17 10.30
2018 1.33 17.38 6.56 10.72 -0.05 1.10 10.33
2019 2.61 17.38 10.53 12.90 0.00 1.05 47.01
2020 2.68 14.32 10.89 6.28 0.00 0.98 47.05
2021 0.37 10.97 10.07 5.32 0.00 0.82 13.48
2022 0.47 4.65 10.26 10.66 0.19 0.79 13.48
2023 2.46 3.20 10.19 15.82 0.00 0.98 8.23
2024 2.99 4.77 13.40 19.13 0.00 0.92 7.34
CAGR 2.20%%* 11.69%%* 10.05%** 9.84%** 2.37%* 0.99%** | 20.69%**
P value 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.00

Note: *** ** denotes statistically significant at 1 and 5 per cent level respectively

The results in the Table 3 explained Karl
Pearson correlation coefficient results, a very
strong positive correlations were observed
between the number of bank branches and GDP
growth rate (r = 0.914), deposits (r = 0.979),
credit (r = 0.975), ATMs (r = 0.945) and internet
users (r = 0.969), indicated that expansion of
banking infrastructure is closely associated with
economic growth, higher financial transactions,
increased credit flow and advancement in digital
and physical banking facilities; this suggests that

as the economy grows and financial activities

intensify, there is a parallel need for greater
banking presence and technological integration to
support demand. In contrast, the number of
account holders showed an inverse relationship (r
= - 0.010), implied that growth in account
ownership does not necessarily depend on the
expansion of physical bank branches, possibly
due to the increasing role of digital banking,
mobile banking and financial inclusion initiatives
that enable account access without requiring

branch expansion.
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Table 3: Correlation of Selected Macroeconomic and Financial Inclusion Indicators with Number of

Bank Branches

SI. No. Independent Variables Correlation co-efficient (r)
Number of Bank Results
Branches
1. GDP growth rate (%) 0.914 Very strong
2. No. of account holders (Crores) -0.010 Inverse relationship
3. Deposits (in Rs. Crores) 0.979 Very strong
4. Credit (in Rs. Crores) 0.975 Very strong
5. ATMs (per 100,000 adults) 0.945 Very strong
6. Inflation rate (%) 0.797 Strong
7. Population Density (sq.km) 0.599 Moderate
8. Internet users (Rs. Crores) 0.969 Very strong

Step-wise Multiple Regression Results:

The results of the stepwise regression
indicated in table 4, showed that, a significant
difference in variable retention between the two
methods, highlighted how the select process
which influences model composition and fit. In
the Forward Selection method, only two variables
(POD and CDS) were entered, found statistically
significant at one per cent level, resulting in an
exceptionally high R-squared of 0.99. This
suggested that these two factors alone explain

nearly all the variance in the dependent variable.

provides a more comprehensive narrative by
starting with all predictors and systematically
removing only the least significant ones (DPS and
INF). This method retained six variables
including NBB, GDP, INS and ATMs alongside
POD and CDS maintaining a strong R-square of
0.96. But Credits (CDS), Population Density
(POD) found statistically significant at one per
cent level. Whereas, Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) and Automated Teller Machines (ATM)
found statistically significant at five per cent

level.

However, the Backward Selection

method

Table 4: Results of step-wise multiple regression analysis

Forward selection method

Variables Coefficient Standard error P-value
Population Density (POD) 20.23%** 2.23 0.000
Credits (CDS) -0.09%*** 0.23 0.005
Constant -0.95 10.09 0.000

Prob > F=0.00 R-squared=0.99
Backward selection method (removed DPS and INF variables)

Variables Coefficient Standard error P-value
Constant -81.9 6.36 0.001
Number of Bank Branches (NBB) -0.84 0.30 0.071
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) -0.06** 0.01 0.025
Internet users (INS) 0.12 0.03 0.034
Credits (CDS) -(0.83*** 0.08 0.002
Automated Teller Machines (ATM) -0.32%* 0.07 0.023
Population Density (POD) 19.5%** 1.67 0.001

Note: ***%, ** denotes statistically significant at 1 and 5 per cent level respectively
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Table 5: Results of multicollinearity in the data set

Variables Before the test results

VIF 1/VIF
Population Density (POD) 255.51 0.004
Credits (CDS) 48.11 0.020
Number of Bank Branches (NBB) 40.92 0.020
Internet users (INS) 34.95 0.020
Automated Teller Machines (ATM) 3.98 0.251
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 1.45 0.691
Mean VIF 59.15

After the test results

Financial Access Index | 1.00 | 1.00

In the table 5, it was observed that, before
the test results the variables POD, CDS, NBB and
INS exhibit extreme multicollinearity, with VIF
values ranging from 34.95 to 255.51. Since these
far exceed the standard threshold of 10, it
indicated that these individual indicators are
highly correlated, which would normally make
your regression coefficients unstable and
unreliable. After the test, by consolidating these
correlated variables into the Financial Access
Index (FAI), the VIF drops to 1.00. It represented
a perfectly orthogonal predictor with zero
multicollinearity.

The results in the table 6, illustrated that,
the integration of the Financial Access Index

(FAI) into the stepwise regression models yields a

highly robust and statistically sound result, as
evidenced by both selection methods converging
on the same outcome. When FAI is included, both
the Forward and Backward selection methods
identify it as the dominant predictor, yielding a
coefficient of 1.41 (p < 0.01), which indicated a
strong, positive and highly significant relationship
with the dependent variable. The model achieves
an R-squared value of 0.96, demonstrating that
the inclusion of the composite Financial Access
Index (FAI) effectively captures 96 per cent of
the variance, potentially subsuming the individual
effects of variables like NBB, ATMs and POD.
This suggested that the FAI acts as a superior,
comprehensive indicator for economic analysis

compared to using isolated infrastructure metrics.

Table 6: Regression results after including Financial Access Index (FAI)

Forward selection method
Variables Coefficient Standard error P value
Constant 0.84 0.90 0.371
NBB, GDP, INS, CDS, ATMs, 1.41%%* 0.95 0.000
POD and adding FAI
Backward selection method
Variables Coefficient Standard error P value
Constant 0.84 0.90 0.371
Removing NBB, GDP, INS, 1.41%%* 0.95 0.000
CDS, ATMs, POD and adding
FAI
Prob > F=0.00 R-square value: 0.96
Breusch-Pagan test P value >0.05 No Heteroscedasticity
Durbin-Watson test d-statistic 2 No Autocorrelation

Note: *** denotes statistically significant at 1 per cent level
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Furthermore, the diagnostic tests confirm
the reliability and validity of these regression
estimates. The Breusch-Pagan test yields a p-
value > 0.05, allowing us to accept the null
hypothesis of homoscedasticity, meaning the
error variance is constant across observations.
Additionally, the Durbin-Watson d-statistic is
exactly 2, providing evidence that there is no
autocorrelation present in the residuals. Together,
these diagnostics ensure that the standard errors
are unbiased and the reported significance levels
are accurate. Hence, the fitted model met all the

assumptions classical of linear regression.

Conclusion:

This study concludes that financial
inclusion in India is undergoing a fundamental
structural transition from physical infrastructure
to digital accessibility. While traditional
indicators like bank branches and ATMs show
modest growth, the rapid surge in internet users
(20.69% CAGR) and account ownership (11.69%
CAGR) highlights the diminishing necessity of
physical proximity for financial participation.
Methodologically, the study demonstrates that
high multicollinearity among traditional metrics
such as population density, bank branches and
credit can be effectively resolved through
Principal Component Analysis. The resulting
"Financial Access Index" (FAI) serves as a
superior, more stable predictor of economic
development than isolated variables, explaining
96% of the variance in the regression model.
Diagnostic tests, including the Durbin-Watson
and Breusch-Pagan, confirm the statistical
validity of these findings. Ultimately, the results
suggest that future policy interventions should
prioritize digital literacy and robust internet
infrastructure to sustain inclusive growth, as

technology now acts as the primary catalyst for

expanding financial reach in the modern

economy.

References:

1. Anonymous (2019) National Strategy for
Financial Inclusion 2019-2024. financial
inclusion report.pdf

2. Cicchiello, A. F., Kazemikhasragh, A.,
Monferra, S., & Girén, A. (2021). Financial

inclusion and development in the least

developed countries in Asia and Africa.

Journal of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship, 10(1), 1-13.
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13731-021-00190-
4

3. Economic Survey of India (2026). Ministry
of Finance Department of Economic
Affairs. Government of India. New Delhi.

4. Handbook of statistics on the Indian
economy. Reserve bank of India.
https://data.rbi.org.in

5. Ozili, P. K. (2025). Financial inclusion in

banking: A literature review and future

research directions. Modern Finance, 3(1),
91-109.
https://doi.org/10.61351/mf.v3il.236

6. Persaud, A., & Thaffe, W. (2023). The state

of financial inclusion research on

developing countries. Transnational
Corporations  Review, 15(4), 22-34.
https://doi.org/10.1080/19186444.2023.227
4472

7. Prasuna, A., Kasturi, A., & Annemalla, R.

(2024). Unveiling the factors influencing

financial inclusion in  India: A
comprehensive analysis. Cogent Economics
& Finance, 12(1), Article 2381682.
https://doi.org/10.1080/23322039.2024.238
1682

8. Teker, S., Teker, D., & Guzelsoy, H.

(2023). Financial inclusion and economic

24


file:///C:/Users/Admin/Downloads/financial%20inclusion%20report.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Admin/Downloads/financial%20inclusion%20report.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1186/s13731-021-00190-4
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1186/s13731-021-00190-4
https://data.rbi.org.in/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.61351/mf.v3i1.236
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1080/19186444.2023.2274472
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.1080/19186444.2023.2274472
https://doi.org/10.1080/23322039.2024.2381682
https://doi.org/10.1080/23322039.2024.2381682

IJAAR Vol. 7 No. 37 ISSN - 2347-7075

development: Turkey and Greece. Press
Academia  Procedia, 16(1), 232-233.
https://doi.org/10.17261/Pressacademia.202
3.1738

Websites:
1. https://databank.worldbank.org/source/worl

d-development-indicators

2. https://www.imf.org/external/np/seminars/e
ng/2016/statsforum/pdf/beck paper.pdf

3. https://www.rbi.org.in/

4. https://data.rbi.org.in/#/dbie/home

25


https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.17261/Pressacademia.2023.1738
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://doi.org/10.17261/Pressacademia.2023.1738
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators
https://databank.worldbank.org/source/world-development-indicators
https://www.imf.org/external/np/seminars/eng/2016/statsforum/pdf/beck_paper.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/np/seminars/eng/2016/statsforum/pdf/beck_paper.pdf
https://www.rbi.org.in/
https://data.rbi.org.in/#/dbie/home

International Journal of Advance and Applied Research
www.ijaar.co.in

ISSN - 2347-7075 Impact Factor - 8.141
Peer Reviewed Bi-Monthly

Vol. 7 No. 37 March - April - 2026

Financial Inclusion of Women Entrepreneurs through Mudra Yojana

Manikeshwari
Research Scholar, Department of Economics,

Karnataka State Akkamahadevi Women's University

Corresponding Author — Manikeshwari

DOI - 10.5281/zenodo.20310544

Abstract:

Financial inclusion is an important tool for promoting inclusive economic growth by providing
access to affordable financial services for all sections of society, specially marginalized groups such as
women entrepreneurs. Micro and small businesses run by women contribute significantly to income
generation, creating employment opportunities, and contributing economic growth. However, women
entrepreneurs face obstacles like including limited availability of formal credit, lack of collateral assets,
and low levels financial awareness. To address these problems the Government of India launched the
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) in 2015, to support micro-enterprise through collateral-free
loans under different categories Shishu, Kishor, Tarun, and Tarun Plus. The present study analyzes the role
of the MUDRA Yojana towards promoting financial inclusion for women entrepreneurs in India. The study
is focuses on secondary data collected from government publications, RBI reports, academic journals, and
annual reports of the MUDRA scheme. The study examines the progress of women beneficiaries across
various loan categories during the period 2020-21 to 2024-25, using indicators such as the number of
accounts, sanctioned amounts, disbursements amount, and outstanding loans.

Keywords: Financial inclusion, women entrepreneurs, Mudra Yojana, and Economic empowerment.

Introduction:

Financial inclusion has emerged an
important policy priority in many developing
countries, particularly in India, where a large
number of the population still do not have
sufficient access to formal financial services.
Financial inclusion refers to the availability and
accessibility of financial products and services,
such as banking, credit, insurance, and digital
payment facilities, at affordable and reasonable
costs, for all individuals and businesses,
especially those who are economically weaker
sections of society. It is essential for promoting
inclusive economic growth, reduce poverty, and
improve the socio-economic conditions of
disadvantage groups. Among these groups,

women entrepreneurs represent  significant

contribute to economic development, creating
employment, income generation, and support
poverty reduction. In recent years, the
participation of Women's entrepreneurship has
gained increasing attention as more women
starting their own business and self-employment
activities. Women entrepreneurs contribute
significantly to economic growth by creating
employment  opportunities and improving
household

entrepreneurs often face many obstacles in

income. However, women
establishing and expanding their enterprises.
Limited access to financial awareness, lack of
collateral assets, low level of financial literacy,
and socio-cultural barriers restrict their active
participation in business activities. In many cases,

women depend on informal sources of finance,
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such as moneylenders or personal savings, which
may not provide sufficient capital for sustainable
business development. Therefore, providing easy
and affordable access to financial services to
women entrepreneurs is crucial for strengthening
their economic empowerment and ensuring
sustainable development. Recognizing these
challenges, the Government of India has
implement edacious initiatives and schemes to
promote financial inclusion and support women
entrepreneurship. One of the major initiatives is
the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY),
which was launched in 2015 with the aim of
“funding the unfunded.” The scheme aims to
provide financial support to non-corporate, non-
farm micro and small business through banks,
microfinance institutions, and non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs). Under the
MUDRA scheme, loans are offered without the
requirement of collateral security, which makes
easier for small entrepreneurs to access
institutional credit. The loans are categorized into
four stages according to the growth and
development of businesses. The Shishu category
provides loans up to 350,000 for startups and new
ventures; the Kishor category offers loans ranging
from 250,000 to 5 lakh for developing
businesses in the growth stage; the Tarun
category provides loans between Z5 lakh and 10
lakh for more established enterprises aiming for
expansion and the Tarun plus category introduced
in 2024, it provides loans from 10 lakh to 20
lakh who have successfully repaid previous Tarun
loans to support expanding micro and small
enterprises. By proving financial support at
different stages of business development, the
scheme promotes entrepreneurship and self-
employment among individuals who earlier
depended on informal sources of start their own
enterprises. Women entrepreneurs are among the
major beneficiaries under the MUDRA scheme.
With easier access to institutional credit has

enabled many women to start or expand micro
and small enterprises in sectors such as tailoring,
beauty parlours, services, retail shop, food
processing, handicrafts, small-scale
manufacturing, and agriculture-based activities.
These business opportunities not only increase
household income but also strengthen women’s
confidence, decision-making ability, and social
status within the family and community.
Therefore, financial inclusion through programs
such as MUDRA scheme plays an important tool
promoting gender equality and inclusive
economic growth. The scheme also plays a
significant role in promoting financial inclusion
among women entrepreneurs start and expand
small businesses through easier access to
institutional. By providing collateral-free loans
and simplified lending procedures, it encourages
women to engage in business activities and
become financially independent. In addition,
Women owned enterprises often generate
employment and support local level and
contribute to community development and

regional economic growth.

Review of Literature:

Kala. S (2020): Entrepreneurship plays an
important role in the economic development of
developing countries by creating jobs, enhancing
capital formation, and innovation. The growth of
(MSMEs) is particularly lacking in economic
resources for capital-intensive industries, and
entrepreneurs contribute to direct and indirect
employment, especially through self-employment
initiatives. The government has implemented
various entrepreneurship development schemes,
such as mudra yojana aim to provide financial
support to micro, small, medium and
entrepreneurs (MSMEs) and mainly focus on
rural entrepreneur empowerment. Mudra scheme
facilitates to mnon-corporate, small industries,

empowers micro entrepreneurs and promotes self-
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employment. PMMY has a positive effect to
satisfy the credit needs of small entrepreneurs and
self-employment.

Basavaraja Eliganur (2020): The thesis studies
inclusive finance strategies in India. Mudra
Yojana, which plays an important role in
achieving the success of financial inclusion
growth, and its plan to boost up the low level to a
high level. PMMY is an Inclusive finance aim to
providing creates to small and micro sectors, and
this will transform the standard economic well-
PMMY take

responsibilities for the development and

being of small people.

refinancing of micro finance institutions which
provide the lending facility to small and micro
industry sectors engaged in activities of
manufacturing, trading and services. Mudra
highlighted with state and regional level
coordinators to provide finance to the people in
urban and rural areas. The Mudra schemer more
favorable to low-level income groups, urban
people and women entrepreneurs, and its help to
reduce poverty in India.

Selvi. P (2021): In his paper evaluate studies that
entrepreneurs play an important role in the
development of the economy, especially women
entrepreneurs. There are around 8 million women
entrepreneurs, Tamil Nadu having the highest
share. Many women prefer to work from home,
the need for social recognition and self-
fulfillment, and independent and suitable
employment. The Indian government initiated
various schemes to support female
entrepreneurship; this includes facilitating access
to loans, markets, networks, trading programmers
and financial institutions. Under Mudra Yojana, it
specially targets female entrepreneurs and plays
an important role in financial empowerment. The
awareness of female entrepreneurs regarding
Mudra Yojana, particularly in the Tripura district.
The research highlights those efforts to

understand and improve female entrepreneurship,
promoting their gain and success in the economy.
Pushpender Kumar and Divya
Nandrajog(2021): This article discusses the
challenges faced by women entrepreneurs,
particularly in developing countries, and how
micro finance initiatives like Pradhan Mantri
Mudra Yojana (PMMY) IT HELPS to these
challenges. The study focuses on the impact of
mudra loans on women in the Delhi — NCR
region, analyzing their role in contributing to
entrepreneurship and empowerment. PMMY
alternative to support entrepreneurs' growth with
the goal of providing collateral-free loans to
encourage small businesses.

Divya Mahadule and Dr Shiney Chip (2022)
studied that women's empowerment can be
achieved only when they are economically and
financially independent, and receive special care
and support in banks, markets etc. the mudra
yojana is mainly promotes women
entrepreneurship in India, the several numbers of
accounts  loan  sanctioned to = women
entrepreneurs. The study highlighted the Mudra
Yojana, which is changing women’s lives,
economic activities, and they are becoming their
own firm and creating job opportunities for
others. The major beneficiaries under the yojana:
petty shops, potters, fitness clubs, beauty
parlours, barbers’ tailors, cloth shops, garment

shops, etc.

Objective of the Study:

1. To analyze the role of MUDRA Yojana in
promoting financial inclusion among
women entrepreneurs.

2. To assess the progress of the MUDRA
Yojana among women entrepreneurs in

India.
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Research Methodology:
Source of Data:

The present study is based on secondary
data to analyze the Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana
on women entrepreneurs in Karnataka. Secondary
data is collected from government reports, bank
records, research journals, books, and official
publications related to the Mudra scheme. Data is
also obtained from reports of organizations such
as the Reserve Bank of India and Micro Units

Development and Refinance Agency Ltd.

Data Analysis:

The given tables present an analysis of the
progress of the MUDRA Yojana during the
period 2020-21 to 2024-25 in relation to women
entrepreneurs in India. The data includes the
number of accounts, sanctioned amount, and
disbursed loan amount (in X crores) provided to
women-led businesses under each scheme of

Mudra Yojana.

Table 1. Women entrepreneurs in the Shishu category (2020-21 to 2024-25)

Women entrepreneurs in Shishu category (amount in crores)
Number Sanctioned Disbursement Qutstanding
Year of Amount Amount Amount
accounts
2020-21 | 27753288 74490.46 73872.15 60901.69
2021-22 | 30441921 89621.66 89233.92 68390.09
2022-23 | 32817496 112856.7 112228.35 93849.07
2023-24 | 30103055 109355.45 108472.51 85956.17
2024-25 | 20501856 77891.34 77347.1 60279.55
2024-25 | 20501856 77891.34 77347.1 60279.55

Sources: annual report of Mudra yojana

The number of women entrepreneurs’
accounts in the Shishu category under the
MUDRA Yojana shows that a large number of
women have benefited from the scheme. There
was a significant increase in the number of
accounts from 2020-21 to 2022-23, indicating

growing participation of women entrepreneurs

and improved access to micro-credit. However, in
2023-24 and 2024-25, the number of accounts
showed a decline. This decline may indicate
stricter loan approval procedures, consolidation of
existing businesses, or a shift toward providing

larger loans to fewer beneficiaries.

Table 2. women entrepreneurs in Kishor category (2020-21 to 2024-25)

Women entrepreneurs in Kishor category (amount in crores)
year Number of Sanctioned Disbursement Outstanding
accounts Amount Amount Amount
2020-21 5468211 50730.64 48817.86 43905.05
2021-22 7892778 70027.9 68661.23 57916.36
2022-23 11285672 92756.54 91691.19 71213.57
2023-24 12104591 102677.87 100370.49 87473.06
2024-25 11889068 107710.17 104198.99 91173.03
Sources: Annual report of Mudra yojana
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The number of accounts for women
entrepreneurs in the Kishor category under the
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana
significant increase during the study period. This

shows a

growth indicates that many women entrepreneurs
accessed credit to expand their business activities.

The number of accounts reached its highest level

in 2023-24, while a slight decline was observed
in 2024-25, though it remained higher than in
earlier years. Overall, the data suggests that the
Kishor category has played an important role in
supporting the growth of women-led micro

enterprises in India.

Table 3. women entrepreneurs in Tarun category (2020-21 to 2024-25)

Women entrepreneurs in Tarun category (amount in crores)
Year Number of | Sanctioned Disbursement Qutstanding
accounts Amount Amount Amount
2020-21 82105 6082.24 5680.12 5308.26
2021-22 94560 6772.91 6546.72 6068.03
2022-23 153645 11340.92 11115.01 9005.36
2023-24 194635 13853.76 13454.27 11420.28
2024-25 297780 21974.05 20706.96 17351.13

Sources: Annual report of Mudra yojana

The above table shows the progress of
women entrepreneurs in the Tarun category under
the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana from 2020-
21 to 2024-25. The data shows a significant
increase in the number of loan accounts during
the study period. In 2020-21, the number of

accounts was 82,105, which increased to 297,780
in 2024-25, indicating growing participation of
women entrepreneurs in higher loan categories.
This

entrepreneurs are moving toward higher levels of

trend suggests that more women

investment and business expansion.

Table 4. women entrepreneurs in Tarun plus category (2024-25)

Women entrepreneurs in Tarun plus category (amount in crores)
Year Number of | Sanctioned Disbursement Outstanding
accounts Amount Amount Amount
2024-25 4425 658.45 646.91 626.19

Sources: Annual report of Mudra yojana

The above number accounts have shows
the Tarun
Pluscategory of the MUDRA Yojana for the year
2024-25. During this year, 4,425 loan accounts

on women entrepreneurs under

were recorded for women entrepreneurs. The
sanctioned loan amount was 2658.45 crore, out of
which 646.91crore was disbursed to the

beneficiaries. The outstanding loan amount stood
at3626.19crore, indicating the tarun loans to be
repaid. This data shows that the Tarun Plus
started

who

category  has supporting ~ women

entrepreneurs require higher

financialassistance for business expansion.
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Table:5 Growth of Total Women entrepreneurs in Mudra yojana (2015-16 to 2024-25)

Total Women entrepreneurs in mudra yojana (amount in crores)

Year Number of | Growth | Sanctioned | Growth | Disbursement | Growth | Outstanding | Growth
accounts Rate Rate Rate Rate
Amount Amount Amount
2015-16 | 27628265 | - 82183.55 - 63190.43 | - 47781.27 | -
2016-17 | 29146894 | 5.5 80289.68 -2.3 78249.77 23.83 65540.65 37.17
2017-18 | 33558238 | 15.13 103254.12 28.6 100170.55 28.01 75133.06 14.64
2018-19 | 37062562 | 10.44 133033.62 28.84 129153.23 28.93 102685.84 36.67
2019-20 | 39103349 | 5.5 145181.87 9.13 142846.22 10.6 108441.69 5.61
2020-21 ] 33303640 | -14.83 131303.35 -9.55 128370.13 -10.13 110114.99 1.54
2021-22 | 38429259 | 15.39 166422.47 26.74 164441.88 28.1 132374.45 20.21
2022-23 | 44256813 | 15.16 216954.16 30.36 215034.55 30.77 174068 31.5
2023-24 | 42492281 | -3.98 225887.08 411 222297.27 3.37 184489.57 5.98
2024-25 32693129 | -23.06 208234.01 -7.81 202899.96 -8.72 169429.9 -8.16

Sources: Annual report of Mudra yojana

The above data presents the progress of
women entrepreneurs under the Pradhan Mantri
MUDRA Yojana from 2015-16 to 2024-25 in
terms of the number of accounts, loan amount
disbursed,

outstanding amount. The number of women

sanctioned, loan amount and

entrepreneur accounts increased continuously
from 2015-16 to 2022-23, showing significant
growth in women’s participation in the scheme.
The highest growth rate of 15.39% was recorded
in 2021-22, followed byl15.16% in 2022-23.
However, the number of accounts declined
slightly in 2023-24 and dropped sharply in 2024—
25 (-23.06%), which may be due to stricter
lending policies
Overall, the MUDRA scheme has significantly

improved financial inclusion and access to credit

or consolidation of loans.

for women entrepreneurs in India.

Findings:

1. The study indicates that the Pradhan Mantri
MUDRA Yojana has played a major role in
promoting  financial inclusion among

women entrepreneurs by providing loans
without collateral through formal financial

institutions.

2. The Shishu category has supported large

number of women entrepreneurs by
providing small loans for starting micro-
businesses such as tailoring, retail shop,
beauty parlors, and food processing.

3. The data for the period 2020-21 to 2024
25 indicates that the number of women
borrowers increased in the Kishor and
Tarun categories, which reflects many
women entrepreneurs growing business and
seek their greater financial support.

4. The introduction of the Tarun Plus category
in 2024 has further supported women
entrepreneurs who require higher financial
assistance for seeking business growth and
expansion.

5. The

entrepreneurs by increasing their income

scheme has supported women
level, self-employment opportunities, and
improvement in the socio-economic well

being.

Conclusion:
The study concludes that the Pradhan
Mantri MUDRA Yojana has made a significantly

contributed to promoting financial inclusion and
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encouraging the growth of  women
entrepreneurship in India. Through the provision
collateral-free loans to micro and small
enterprises, the scheme has enabled many women
to start and expand their businesses. The rising
women beneficiaries in different loan categories
indicate improved access to formal credit and
growing entrepreneurial participation. Although
some challenges such as financial literacy and
business management skills remain, the MUDRA
scheme has played a vital role in strengthening
women’s empowerment, creating job
opportunities, and  contributing  inclusive

economic development in the country.
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Abstract:

The expansion of digital financial technologies has significantly influenced transaction practices
across various sectors, including agriculture. In India, policy initiatives and the growing availability of
mobile devices have accelerated the adoption of digital payment systems such as Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), mobile wallets, and internet banking. Despite these advancements, the degree of awareness
and actual utilization of digital payment platforms among farmers remains uneven, particularly in rural
regions. This study aims to examine the level of awareness, usage behaviour, and key factors affecting the
adoption of digital payment systems among farmers.

A descriptive research design was adopted, and primary data was collected through a structured
questionnaire administered to a sample of farmers. The findings indicate that while a considerable
proportion of respondents are aware of digital payment options, a smaller segment actively uses them for
routine transactions. The gap between awareness and usage can be attributed to factors such as limited
digital literacy, inadequate internet connectivity, and concerns related to security and trust. Additionally,
socio-economic variables such as education and access to technology were found to influence awareness
levels.

The study highlights the importance of strengthening digital infrastructure, promoting financial
literacy, and enhancing user confidence in digital platforms to improve adoption rates. It concludes that
increasing awareness alone is insufficient, a supportive ecosystem is necessary to ensure meaningful digital
financial inclusion in agriculture. The findings offer useful insights for policymakers, financial institutions,
and development agencies aiming to promote inclusive digital transformation in rural economies.

Keywords: Digital Payments, Financial Inclusion, Farmers, Rural Economy, Awareness, FinTech.

Introduction:

The financial landscape has undergone
considerable transformation with the expansion of
digital technologies. In India, the growth of
electronic payment systems has been supported
by policy initiatives and increased access to
mobile devices. These developments have the
potential to enhance financial accessibility for
farmers by enabling faster and more transparent

transactions.

Despite these advancements, dependence
on cash transactions continues to dominate in
many farming communities. This persistence can
be attributed to limited exposure to digital tools,
inadequate  connectivity, and hesitation in
adopting unfamiliar technologies. Evaluating
farmers’ awareness of digital payment systems is
therefore essential for understanding the
effectiveness of current financial inclusion
efforts.
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Review of Literature:

A number of studies have examined
digital financial inclusion and the adoption of
digital payment systems in agriculture and rural
economies. The following review highlights key
contributions:

Lawankaretal. (2023): A study on digital
payments in Indian agriculture found that
government-led initiatives such as direct benefit
transfers have significantly improved
transparency and efficiency in financial
transactions for farmers. However, the research
also pointed out that challenges such as limited
awareness, infrastructure gaps, and cost barriers
continue to restrict widespread adoption.
Bihola&Joshi (2025): This study focused on
promoting digital financial inclusion among
farmers and observed that although digital
platforms provide access to credit, savings, and
insurance services, their adoption remains
constrained due to low financial literacy and
cultural resistance. The research emphasized that
awareness and education are critical for
improving usage among rural populations.
Jashwanthetal. (2025): The study examined the
role of digital payments in reducing dependency
on intermediaries in agriculture. It concluded that
digital ~payment systems can  enhance
transparency and reduce exploitation by
middlemen. However, lack of technical
knowledge and issues related to payment failures
were identified as major barriers affecting
farmers’ confidence in these systems.

Uvarajan (2025): Research on the impact of
digital payment systems on rural farmers revealed
that platforms like UPI and mobile banking
contribute to increased market participation and
income growth. The study used a mixed-method
approach and found that digital payments
improve financial inclusion and enable farmers to

engage more effectively in formal markets.

Kamboj&Sharma (2025): A comprehensive
bibliometric analysis of digital financial inclusion
research highlighted the growing importance of
digital finance in expanding access to financial
services. The study identified awareness,
accessibility, and technological readiness as key
drivers influencing adoption trends across
developing economies.

Banerjee&Sinha (2026): Recent research
examining digital payment adoption in rural India
from a sustainability perspective indicated that
digital financial systems contribute to achieving
broader development goals. However, adoption is
uneven due to socio-economic disparities and
infrastructural limitations, particularly in rural
areas.

AnjaniDevietal. (2026): This study investigated
farmers’  perceptions of digital financial
technologies in Andhra Pradesh and found that
factors such as trust, accessibility, and ease of use
significantly influence adoption. The study also
highlighted that farmers are more likely to adopt
digital systems when adequate support and

infrastructure are available.

Research Gap:
From the above studies, it is evident that:

e Most research focuses on adoption and
impact, but fewer studies specifically
analyze awareness levels among farmers.

e Limited region-specific studies exist at the
micro (village/district) level.

e There is a need to examine the gap
between awareness and actual usage

behavior.

Objectives of the Study:
1. To determine the level of familiarity with
digital payment systems among farmers
2. To examine the extent and nature of their

usage
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3. To

awareness and adoption

identify  factors that influence

4. To investigate challenges encountered

while using digital payment methods

Hypotheses:
HI1:  Educational

influences awareness of digital payment systems

attainment  significantly
H2: Increased awareness contributes to higher
adoption levels

H3: Access to digital infrastructure has a

measurable impact on usage

Methodology:

The study follows a descriptive research
design. Data was obtained from both primary and
secondary sources. Primary information was
collected using a structured questionnaire
distributed among farmers selected through
convenience sampling. Secondary data was
sourced from published reports and academic
studies.

e Sample Size: 100-150
(adjustable)

e Tools Used: Percentage analysis, chi-

respondents

square test, and correlation techniques

Analysis and Interpretation:

A majority of respondents demonstrate a
basic understanding of digital payment options;
however, only a smaller proportion actively uses
these systems. UPI-based platforms appear to be
the most recognizable among participants. The
primary issues reported include lack of technical
knowledge, inconsistent internet access, and
concerns about financial security.

Interpretation: The results suggest that
awareness alone is insufficient to drive behavioral
change. Structural and psychological barriers play

a critical role in limiting adoption.

Findings:

Moderate Awareness but Limited Usage:
A considerable number of farmers are
aware of digital payment systems; however,
actual usage remains significantly lower.
Education Influences Awareness: Farmers
with  higher
demonstrate

educational qualifications

greater  awareness and
understanding of digital payment platforms.
Age Factor Affects Adoption: Younger
farmers are more inclined to use digital
payment systems compared to older
farmers, who prefer traditional methods.
UPI as the Most Recognized Platform:
Among various digital payment methods,
UPI-based applications are the most
commonly known and relatively more used.
Digital Literacy as a Major Barrier: Lack
of technical knowledge and digital skills is
one of the primary reasons for low adoption
among farmers.

Infrastructure Limitations: Poor internet
connectivity and limited access to
smartphones hinder the effective use of
digital payment systems in rural areas.
Security and Trust Issues: Many farmers
are hesitant to adopt digital payments due
to concerns about fraud, data privacy, and
transaction safety.

Influence of External Sources: Awareness
is largely driven by banks, government
initiatives, and peer groups rather than self-
exploration.

Usage is Situation-Based: Farmers tend to
use digital payments mainly for specific
purposes such as receiving subsidies or
making occasional transactions, rather than
for regular use.
Gap Between Awareness and

Behavioural Adoption: Even when

farmers are aware of digital payment
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systems, psychological barriers and lack of

confidence prevent consistent usage.

Recommendations:
e Implement structured training programs to
improve digital literacy among farmers
o Strengthen technological infrastructure in
rural regions
e Provide hands-on  support through
extension services
e Enhance the security and simplicity of
digital platforms
e Introduce policy measures that encourage

digital transaction usage

Conclusion:
Digital payment systems hold significant
promise for improving financial inclusion within

the agricultural sector. However, the transition

from awareness to active usage remains limited
due to multiple challenges. Addressing these
issues requires coordinated efforts focusing on
education, infrastructure, and trust-building.
Strengthening these areas can enable farmers to
fully participate in the evolving digital economy.

Limitations:
e Findings are based on a limited sample
e Geographic scope is restricted
e Responses depend on participants’

perceptions

Future Scope:

Further studies may explore regional
comparisons, evaluate policy impacts, or examine
financial

emerging technologies  within

agriculture.
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Abstract:

The rapid advancement of Artificial Intelligence (Al) is transforming the ecosystem of Bharatiya
Bhasha (Indian languages) in alignment with the multilingual vision of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. Al-driven tools such as Natural Language Processing (NLP), machine translation, and speech
technologies are enhancing linguistic accessibility, digital inclusion, and the dissemination of Indian
literature across digital platforms. However, the structural and literary diversity of Indian languages
presents significant challenges. Variations in scripts, morphology, semantics, and culturally embedded
narratives complicate computational processing, limiting contextual accuracy. Literary texts enriched with
idioms, metaphors, and region-specific expressions remain particularly difficult for Al to interpret. For
instance, culturally embedded expressions such as “Jugaad” (resourceful improvisation) or “Dharma”
(ethical duty) often lack direct equivalents, resulting in semantic distortion. Additionally, the
underrepresentation of low-resource languages and the dominance of English-centric datasets hinder
equitable linguistic development. This paper examines these challenges and proposes policy-oriented and
technologically viable solutions to preserve linguistic nuance and cultural authenticity.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence (Al), Bharatiya Bhasha, Al-driven Interpretation, Multilingualism,
Cultural Narratives.

Introduction: interpretative sensitivity ~ beyond literal

In the contemporary digital era, Artificial
Intelligence (AI) has significantly reshaped the
ways in which education, governance, and
communication function. It has also transformed
how languages are processed, interpreted, and
disseminated. In a multilingual country like India,
Bharatiya Bhasha represents a vast spectrum of
scripts, grammatical systems, and cultural
expressions. Al-based systems have expanded the
digital presence of these languages; however,
their ability to interpret deeper meaning remains
limited. The richness of Indian linguistic
traditions—embedded in idioms, metaphors,

proverbs, and region-specific narratives—requires

processing. For  example,  metaphorical
expressions in Hindi poetry or devotional
literature in Gujarati often rely on shared cultural
contexts that machines struggle to decode
accurately. Therefore, Al must be examined not
merely as a tool of automation but as a medium
engaging with language as a carrier of cultural

knowledge.

Linguistic Diversity in Indian Languages:
India’s linguistic landscape reflects an

extraordinary level of multilingual complexity

shaped by historical evolution and cultural

plurality. Languages in India are broadly
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categorized into  Indo-Aryan, Dravidian,
Austroasiatic  (Munda), and Tibeto-Burman
families, along with several isolates (Kulkarni-
Joshi, 2019). The Indo-Aryan family accounts for
nearly 78% of speakers, while Dravidian
languages constitute about 20%. This diversity is
further illustrated by census data, which records
121 languages and more than 19,500 dialects,
with 22 languages officially recognized in the
Eighth Schedule of the Constitution (Mengani,
2026). Additionally, over 1,300 mother tongues
are documented across the country (Mengani,
2026). Despite their distinct origins, Indian
languages share structural features such as
retroflex sounds and Subject-Object-Verb (SOV)
word order, reinforcing the concept of India as a
“linguistic area” (Kulkarni-Joshi, 2019).

At the same time, this multilingual
richness  faces  contemporary  pressures.
Globalization has contributed to the dominance of
a few major languages, while UNESCO estimates
that nearly 200 Indian languages are endangered
(Mengani, 2026). Languages such as Mundari,
Santali, and Tulu illustrate this vulnerability due
to declining usage and limited digital resources.
Educational challenges also arise when learners
encounter a mismatch between their home
language and the medium of instruction
(Mannarsamy, 2025). In this context, NEP 2020
promotes  mother-tongue  education  and
encourages technological interventions for

linguistic sustainability.

Al and Language Interpretation:

Artificial Intelligence facilitates language
interpretation through interconnected
technologies such as Natural Language
Processing (NLP), Machine Learning (ML), and
Neural Machine Translation (NMT), enabling
real-time multilingual communication (Marangoz,
2023). These systems analyze linguistic

structures, process speech, and generate

translations that aim to preserve contextual
meaning (Yazhini et al.,, 2025; Reddy et al.,
2025).

Al operates both as an independent
interpreter and as an assistive mechanism for
human translators. Platforms such as Interprefy’s
Aivia demonstrate how Al can provide
simultaneous multilingual interpretation, while
translation tools support professionals with real-
time terminology suggestions. Additionally, Al
enhances accessibility through captioning,
automated translation, and assistive
communication in healthcare environments,
especially for populations with limited English
proficiency (Bakdash et al., 2023). Despite these
advancements, the interpretative limitations of Al
become evident when dealing with emotion, tone,

and culturally embedded meanings.

Technological Frameworks and Translation
Approaches:

The translation of Bharatiya Bhasha is
supported by a combination of computational
tools and linguistic = frameworks.  Core
technologies such as NLP and Neural Machine
Translation  enable structured  language
processing, while tools like Optical Character
Recognition (OCR) and speech-based systems
facilitate digitization and interaction (Bhagai,
2026;  Mengani,  2026).

initiatives, including Bhashini, = AlI4Bharat

Government-led

(Project Anuvadini), and BharatGen, are actively
developing multilingual datasets and models
tailored to Indian languages (Jayesh, 2025).

From a theoretical standpoint, translation
practices range from formal equivalence, which
prioritizes structural accuracy, to dynamic
equivalence, which emphasizes meaning and
audience reception. (Saini and Hirawat, 2024)
“Al  And Translations: The Prospects and
Challenges for Literature of India.” St. Xavier’s
College Jaipur, by St. Xavier’s College Jaipur
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and St. Xavier’s College Jaipur, journal-article.
Cultural translation further highlights the
importance of contextual adaptation. Increasingly,
a hybrid approach—combining computational
efficiency with human interpretative insight—is
recognized as essential for achieving both
linguistic precision and cultural relevance (Doshi,
2024).

Opportunities of AI in Bharatiya Bhasha:

Artificial Intelligence offers significant
possibilities for strengthening Bharatiya Bhasha
across various sectors. In education, Al enables
multilingual learning environments, personalized
content delivery, and literacy support aligned with
NEP 2020. Initiatives such as ASMITA, which
aim to produce textbooks in multiple Indian
languages, illustrate this potential.

In governance, Al-driven platforms such
as Bhashini provide real-time translation and
voice-based interfaces, allowing citizens to access
public services in their preferred languages. For
example, farmers can interact with digital systems
using regional languages to obtain agricultural
advisories and market information. In healthcare,
Al-assisted translation tools help bridge
communication gaps between patients and
providers, particularly in multilingual settings
(Bakdash et al., 2023). AI also contributes to
cultural preservation by digitizing manuscripts in
languages such as Sanskrit, Pali, and Tamil, and
by archiving oral traditions. In media and
journalism, Al supports multilingual content
creation, subtitling, and dubbing, thereby
expanding the reach of regional narratives and

fostering cultural exchange.

Key Challenges:
Data Scarcity and Digital Infrastructure:
e Lack of Training Data: A primary obstacle
is data scarcity, particularly for low-
resource languages such as Maithili, Bodo,

and Santali. While major languages like
Hindi and Tamil have substantial digital
corpora, many others lack high-quality
annotated datasets required for training
effective Neural Machine Translation
(NMT) models (Dsouza and Suryawanshi,
2026).

e Technological Access: Many languages
suffer from limited digital infrastructure
and standardized resources. Additionally,
advanced Al models require computational
resources that are often unavailable in low-
resource contexts.

Linguistic and Structural Complexities:

e Morphological Richness: Indian languages
often have highly inflected words and
complex grammatical structures that
challenge automated systems.

e Syntactic Variations: Differences in word
order, such as SOV (Indian languages)
versus  SVO  (English),

translation accuracy.

complicate

e Script and Phonetic Diversity: Non-Latin
scripts and features like retroflex sounds
require specialized processing systems.

Contextual and Cultural Nuance:

e (ultural Specificity: Expressions such as
“Jugaad” or “Dharma” lack direct
equivalents, leading to semantic distortion
(Doshi, 2024).

e Dialectal Variations: Regional dialects
within the same language often result in
misinterpretation by Al systems.

e Sarcasm and Emotion: Al struggles to
interpret sarcasm, tone, and emotional
nuance effectively.

Quality and Ethical Issues:

e Algorithmic Bias: Al models may reflect
biases present in training data, affecting
interpretations of gender, caste, and social

contexts.
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e [Loss of Literary Voice: Al-generated
translations often fail to capture rhythm,
style, and emotional depth, particularly in
poetry and folk literature.

e Misinterpretation of Cultural Texts: Errors

in translating sacred or philosophical texts

can distort meaning and cultural
understanding (Doshi, 2024).

Conclusion:
Artificial Intelligence presents

transformative possibilities for enhancing the
accessibility and sustainability of Bharatiya
Bhasha in the digital age. However, its
effectiveness depends on addressing challenges
related to linguistic diversity, contextual depth,
and ethical responsibility. A collaborative

framework  that  integrates  technological
capabilities with human expertise offers the most
viable path forward. Such an approach ensures
that Indian languages are not only digitized but
also meaningfully interpreted, thereby supporting
the broader vision of NEP 2020 and safeguarding

India’s linguistic heritage.
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Abstract:

The present article tries to analyze the short story Heart Lamp and Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal
from a feminist perspective. The protagonist of the short stories deals with the patriarchal norms and suffer
throughout their life. The short story from the feminist perspective tries to bring out the notion of the women
being a victim of the societal norms and they remain as a silent sufferer. Here Banu Mushtaq’s Heart Lamp
tend to bring out the female voice through their narrative. A feminist narrative is often trying to give voice
to the women who are subjugated from the patriarchal norms and fight for their equality. It is mainly
addressing the problems of the women whose voices have been oppressed due to the societal norms and
even if they revolt against the injustice system still their voices remain unheard and they must experience
inequality in the so-called male dominated society. The short story Heart Lamp, the protagonist Mehrun
had experienced the disobedience from her husband and had an affair with some other women. In another
short story Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal, the husband of Shaista expresses his unconditional love assuring
her that she was the love of his life but at the end he married another women after Shaista death despite
showering love and fake promises that he would build a mahal in the memory of wife which would be
symbol of his love towards her. He also compares his love to Romeo and Juliet that he would not even look
at any other women but after Shaista death he immediately married another woman which portrays the
patriarchal norms and how the women are deceived in the name of the society, traditions and love.

Keywords: Feminist Narrative, Patriarchal, Society, Voiceless, Equality.

Introduction: This article aims to analyses the short

Feminist Literature has been functioning
as a medium to challenge the structure of the
patriarchy and give voice to the women’s lived
experiences. It tried to explore or question the
socio-cultural system that marginalized woman
and seek to reclaim spaces for woman’s
expression, identity and agency. Banu Mushtaq’s
Heart Lamp and Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal
are some examples of this kind of writing. It
focuses on the life of the women who suffer
silently within the boundaries of marriage and

society expectation.

stories of Banu Mushtaq’s Heart Lamp and Stone
Slabs  for Shaista Mahal from feminist
perspective, focusing on how the narrative is
trying to expose the oppressive structure present
in both domestic and societal norms. These short
stories not only present the suffering of a single
women but of whole women community who are
often silenced by the norms of the patriarchy and
society. Banu Mushtaq tries to bring out the
suppressed female voices by advocating equality,
autonomy, justice and voice.

The protagonist’s journey reflects the

condition of many women who are trapped within
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the rigid social frameworks that deny them the
individuality and voice. Through her experiences,
the stories interrogate the notion of marriage, love
and duty, that often becomes the major tool to
control rather than mutual fulfillment. The word
‘Heart Lamp’ itself becomes a symbolic
representation of inner strength, suppressed
desires and the flickering hope for liberation and
equality. The stories try to focus on the inner life
of a women whose existence is shaped and
controlled by the patriarchal norms.

This article offers a feminist reading of
Heart Lamp and Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal,
focusing on patriarchy, domestic oppression,
silencing, marriage and resilience. Banu Mushtaq
critiques gender inequality and contributes to the
feminist discourse. The short stories show how
the society itself plays a major role in maintaining
inequality and the woman are forced to accept the
norms without any choice and revolt and need to
abide by those norms even if they didn’t choose
that path. The protagonist Mehrun was asked to
get married even though she was not willing to
and wanted to continue her studies but her parents
did not listen to her and had forcefully married
her before she could complete her studies, she
argues with her parents that; “Her wedding to
Inayat had been a month before her second-year
BCom exams, she had cried, begged to be
allowed to sit them, but everyone had been deaf
to her pleas” (Mushtaq, Heart Lamp 108).

Feminist ideologies seek to dismantle the
system that define women as secondary to men.
Simone de Beauvoir famously argued that ‘one is
not born women but rather becomes one’ which
shows that the gender roles are determined by the
social construction. Even Virginia Woolf
highlights the need for women to have both
intellectual and creative freedom.

In Heart Lamp, these ideas are rightly
reflected in the portrayal of a woman whose
identity is shaped by the societal expectation

rather than personal choice. The story suggest that
women are often asked to accept their roles
silently. The protagonist’s life is defined not by
her desires but by what is expected of her. The
protagonist Mehrun was asked to accept the
norms of the society silently and even her parents
had asked her to be patient with her husband’s
behavior when she had come to express her
complaint because if she tried to revolt against
her husband then the society would not respect
her and even her younger sisters who were of
marriage age would not be able to find a suitable
boy. Her mother argued that; “Have patience, my
daughter. You should try to bring him back on the
right path with love” (Mushtaq, Heart Lamp 102).
At this point, the narrator’s basic emotional needs
are denied to her. She is expected to remain loyal
and committed but her own needs are overlooked.
This creates a sense of emotional isolation. The
story shows how women are forced to adjust and
compromise continuously. Even her brothers
scolded her of coming to her mother’s house just
to complain about her husband and was asked to
go back to her husband’s house if she would care
for the family honor, he argues; “But if you had
any concern for this family’s honor then you
would have done that instead of coming here”
(Mushtaq, Heart Lamp 103). The protagonist’s
experience reveals that marriage, in such a
context, is not always based on love or mutual
understanding but on social expectations.

The feminist impulse of the story lies in
exposing this constructed reality. The narrative
challenges the normalization of the inequality and
calls attention to the need for changes and also the
narrative is presenting us with the voices of the
helpless women and how they are bound by the
societal norms where their own parents are not
ready to listen to their wrongdoing or the injustice
that is happening in their life.

So, Patriarchy in Heart Lamp operates

most strongly within the domestic sphere. The

43



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 37

ISSN - 2347-7075

home that is usually idealized as place of safety,
becomes a site of control and suppression. The
protagonist Mehrun’s relationship with her
husband reflects this imbalance of power, justice
and equality. And Mehrun is unable to feel happy
and safe in her own house with her children and
she is often suffering from loneliness even though
she is surrounded with her children. Banu
Mushtaq argues; “The feeling of being a stranger
in own house nagged at her, and the fire of insults
ground her down, and so she had sought the help
of her family” (Mushtaq, Heart Lamp 109).

In another short story Stone Slabs for
Shaista Mahal, shows how the character Shaista
was shown unconditional love by her husband but
after her death, he was married to some other
women which defines that the love of Shaista’s
husband was not pure and was faking in the name
of the unconditional love. The protagonist Zeenat,
at the beginning of the story spoke about how the
husbands were considered as God and it was
usually observed in the society that the husbands
are the existing or lived God and the wife need to
worship him and obey and abide by whatever her
husband would ask them to; “Come to think of it,
that is, for us Muslims, it is said that, other than
Allah above, our pati is God on earth ... No
matter which religion one belongs to, it is
accepted that the wife is the husband’s most
obedient servant, his bonded labourer” (Mushtaq,
Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal 8). This shows the
patriarchal norms that are imbedded on a woman,
and she needs to accept it without any revolt.

The protagonist Mehrun’s suffering in the
short story Heart Lamp was not a dramatic one
but was deeply internalized. She is expected to
endure silently, where women’s voices are
oppressed, due to the societal norms. The short
stories thus exposes how patriarchy operates
through everyday practices, making inequality

appear natural and inevitable.

One of the central themes of the short
story is the silencing of a woman. The protagonist
Mehrun is unable to present her emotions openly,
reflecting the broader marginalization of women’s
voices. The women’s silence is achieved not
through direct speech but through internal
reflection. The Heart Lamp becomes a metaphor
for the voice that remains alive despite
suppression. The protagonist tried to end her life
by committing suicide because all her happiness,
hope was lost with her husband and she could not
find a reason to stay alive as she thought her
world was only surrounded by her husband’s love
but her husband ignored her for some other
women so she thought of committing suicide as
the lamp in her heart had been faded away;
“Mehrun had believed that if she was not with
him, maybe he might. She was happy. She had
followed his every wish, and she had been the
lamp that lit up his heart” (Mushtaq, Heart Lamp
108).

The idea of silencing is discussed by Bell
Hooks, a feminist critic, who argues that
marginalized groups are often denied the power to
speak and be heard. In the short story Heart Lamp
this denial is evident in the protagonist’s inability
to challenge her circumstances. By telling the
story, Mushtaq breaks the silence imposed on
women and creates a space for their experience to
be acknowledged.

Marriage plays an important theme in
both the stories. Though it is traditionally seen as
a source of companionship, it is portrayed here as
a structure that enforces inequality. The
protagonist Mehrun’s longing for affection and
attention contrasts with the emotional distance of
her husband. Both stories suggest that marriage,
in patriarchal context, often prioritizes control
over companionship. The woman is just expected
to fulfill her duties without expecting emotional
reciprocity. Another feminist critique Kate Millet

with her concept ‘sexual politics’, examines how
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personal relationships are shaped by the power
dynamics. In the Heart Lamp, personal life is
dearly political, as the protagonist’s private life
reflects broader societal inequalities.

The title of the short story Heart Lamp
itself carries deep symbolic meaning, it represents
the protagonist’s inner world, her emotions,
desires and identity. Despite  externals
suppression, this inner light continues to burn.
The metaphor suggests resilience and endurance.
Even though the protagonist expresses herself
outwardly, nobody is ready to listen to her
suffering. Therefore, her inner life remains silent
and meaningless. At the same time, the image of
lamp also implies fragility. It can be extinguished
if not protected, reflecting the vulnerability of
woman identities in a patriarchal society. Thus,
the Heart Lamp is a struggle between suppression
and survival.

Both stories highlight how society
supports patriarchy. Social norms define how a
women should behave and limit their freedom.
The women are expected to follow these norms
without any question. She cannot act according to
her own wishes. Her life is controlled hy tradition
and expectation. Banu Mushtaq through her story
stories tries to show that these norms are unfair

and they need to be challenged. Women should

have freedom to make their own choices and live
their life according to their desires.

The stories of Banu Mushtaq are relevant
in today’s world. As many women continue to
face similar problems, such as lack of freedom,
inequality, emotional neglect and social pressure.
The story reminds us that gender equality is still
an important issue. It encourages us to support
women’s rights and create a more just society.

Banu Mushtaq’s Heart Lamp and Stone
Slabs for Shaista Mahal are powerful story that
highlight the struggles of women in a patriarchal
society. It shows how women are silenced,
controlled and denied their individuality. At the
same time, the stories also shows the strength and
resilience of woman. From feminist perspective
the story is an important contribution to literature.
It gives voices to women’s experience and
challenges the systems that oppress them. The
short stories are not just stories of suffering. It is
also a story of hope strength and possibility of

change.
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Abstract:

Karukku is an autobiography that chronicles the life of Bama. This paper examines the powerful
protest narrative that articulates lives of the marginalized communities in India as depicted in the novel.
Bama portrays her struggle and sufferings that she and her community collectively experience. She explores
how institutions such as church, school and hostel perpetuate caste discrimination. Bama retaliates and
protests raising her voice for her and her community. This novel offers a powerful critique of casteism and
gender inequality. Embedded within Dalit literary discourse the novel emerges as a strong subversive voice
challenging hegemonic structure. The novel explores the ability of the people at the margins to resist the
injustice. Drawing upon the theory of subaltern, particularly of Gayathri Spivak it explores how Bama
transforms personal experience in to collective experience. The study explores how Bama reclaims identity
and dignity for Dalit communities.

Keywords: Dalit writing, Marginalization, Caste discrimination, Subaltern, Hegemony.

“Educate, agitate and organize” “Have faith in yourself. With justice on our side, I do not see how we
can lose our battle. For ours is a battle not for wealth or for power. It is a battle for freedom. It is a battle
for the reclamation of human personality”

- Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Introduction: defines the existence of Dalit and their daily

Dalit literature has emerged as a powerful
potent literary expression. Bama’s karukku is a
seminal work, a most popular Dalit woman
autobiography in Tamil. Published in 1992
Karukku mnarrates autobiographical journey of
Bama a Dalit Christian who confronts caste
discrimination within society, educational and
religious institutions revealing multilayered
marginalization. The text functions not only as a
personal narrative but as a political act of protest.
The novel explores the themes of caste, gender
and identity. The autobiographical narrative
exposes the harsh sociocultural paradigm that

everyday struggle and oppression The novel
explores the unstable position of the Dalits trying
to fit in with the society and face oppression.
Karukku  sharply  critiques  untouchability
revealing its dehumanizing impact as pervasive
social injustice. The central point of the novel is
the progress of the protagonist’s mind and
character from her childhood through wide-
ranging experiences and the acknowledgement of
her identity. Karukku highlights the psychological
and emotional hardships of systematic exclusion
revealing deep caste hierarchies that penetrate the

consciousness of those who are marginalized. The
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paper aims to analyse Karukku as a narrative of
resistance that amplifies marginal voices and

interrogates oppressive structures.

Objectives:
1. To analyse the layered oppression in
Karukku

intersecting of caste, gender and religion

particularly  regarding  the
experienced by Dalit Christian.

2. To examine the retaliation of marginalized
community through Bama’s voice

3. To contextualize Karukku within global
discourses on marginalized and subaltern

identities.

Literature Review and Theoretical Frame:

There has been lot of scholarly interest in
the study of identity and social acceptance in
marginalized cultures. This engagement with
Dalit literature has emphasised its role as a
medium of social critique and political statement.

Sharan Limbale, in towards an Aesthetic
of Dalit Literature, opines that Dalit writing is
rooted in lived experience and aims to dismantle
oppressive structures.

“Karukku is an epic of the culture, society
and economy of Dalit marginalization in Tamil
Nadu” claims Ramesh Kumar (2017)

Sharmila Rege highlights the importance
of Dalit women’s narratives as “testimonies” that
combine personal and collective histories. She
opines such texts challenge both caste and gender
hierarchies.

Lakshmi Holmstrom in her note to the
novel writes “Karukku was written out of specific
experience, the experience of a Tamil Dalit
Christian woman. Yet it has a universality as its
core which questions all oppressions, disturbs all
complacencies, and reaching out, empowers all
those who have suffered different oppressions”
(2011)

The theoretical framework of subalternity
as articulated by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, is
crucial in understanding the silencing of
marginalized voices. Spivak’s query in her essay
“Can the subaltern speak?” (1988) resonates
deeply with Karukku, which attempts to answer
by asserting a powerful Dalit voice. According to
Gayatri Spivak the subaltern cannot speak. She
opines that subaltern does not have a voice.
Spivak writes in her essay writes “The subaltern
cannot speak. There is no virtue in global laundry
list with woman a pious. Representation have not
withered away. The female intellectual has a
circumscribe task which she must not disown
with a flourish.” She highlights how marginalized
groups are denied a voice within dominant power
structures.

Dalit feminism critiques both caste
oppression and gender discrimination
emphasizing the intersectional struggles faced by
Dalit women. The novel explores the double
marginalization of Dalit women. It examines the
dual oppression of caste and patriarchy. It reveals
how caste and gender in collaboration create a

form of marginalization that is condescending.

Caste, Gender and Identity:

Karukku is the powerful voice of Dalit
consciousness and their struggles. The novel is a
quest of identity of a Dalit woman. Through this
autobiographical work Bama breaks the silence
and voice out for her community by retaliating
against the hegemonic structures of the society.
Her resilience is reflected in her resistance
towards caste discrimination. She strives to
reclaim dignity and self-respect of both herself
and her community.

The novel brings forth Bama’s detailed
account of herself and her people. She questions
every oppression at a very young age. She
opposes her grandmother’s subservient behaviour
towards Naicker families. She advises her
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grandmother not to exhibit such submissive
behaviour. But the response she received from her
paatti her grandmother was “These people are the
maharajas who feed us our rice. Without them,
how will we survive? Haven’t they been upper
caste from generation to generation, and haven’t
we been lower caste? Can we change this?” (17)
This statement reinforces the fact how
marginalized individuals have internalized
oppression and unconsciously adopted the
ideology of oppressors. Bama challenges this
mindset and tries to dismantle the illusion of
benevolent provider and reveals unequal power
relations.

Bama in her narrative records her first
glimpse of untouchability where an elder person
from their street carried a vadai packet by its
string. This act was a means of amusement to
Bama. But when she realised that this is the act of
‘untouchability’ there was shift in her feelings
from innocence to awareness. This incident was
an epistemic turning point in the narrative. She
was deeply agitated and provoked in to
questioning the injustice. She resisted and
critically reflected on this. She says “what does it
mean when they called us paraya? had the name
become that obscene? We too are human beings.
Our people should never run these petty errands
for these fellows. We should work in their fields
take home our wages, and leave it at that” (16)
Bama starts to seek out for resources to
strengthen herself and her community from this
drudgery. Her brother guides her that education is
the only path to achieve equal opportunity. He
says “Because we are born in paraya jati, we are
never given any honour or dignity or respect. We
are stripped of all that. But if we study and make
progress, we can throw away these indignities.
So, study with care, learn all you can.” (18)

The caste identity never leaves her. She
suffers in her school, hostel and even while
pursuing her B.Ed. Her school life was filled with

insults and humiliation. She and her friends from
her community were blamed for the wrong they
had never done. Every time she questioned this
but was insulted further. She narrates the
humiliation she faced in college. She resisted by
rejecting the special class offered to them. She
says “It struck me that I would not be rid of this
caste business easily, whatever 1 studied,
wherever [ went” (22) This caste identity haunts
her even when she starts earning and even after
she becomes a nun.

She  experiences multiple layered
oppression and marginalization. The triple
marginalization that Dalit women experience is
continuously depicted throughout the novel. Her
identity as a Dalit, her marginalized position in
the society is further accentuated by her gender,
class and religious location. Her identity as
Christian is narrated in the novel. As a child
Bama’s life fuses in to the rituals and festivities of
her community and family. The caste prejudice
appears to be deeply insidious and entrenched
than anything she had previously encountered.
She recollects how children of her community
were obliged to work as domestic helpers after
school hours. Her caste identity and gender
combined to define her submissive status in the
convent. The intersectional oppression because of
the prejudice from institutions social rejection and
economic constraints. She leaves her home to join
the convent hoping to contribute to a cause larger
than caste, class and identity. However, she
realizes that convent is no different from other
social spaces, as convents too shaped by the same
structure of caste discrimination. Caste becomes
an obstacle and barrier for Bama restricting her

access to higher position in convent.

Articulation of Marginal voice through protest
Narrative:

Bama has adopted different narrative
strategies; she uses the reminiscences as a method
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of evaluating the individual relationship with the
present situation. Nostalgia is an important
narrative technique in her novels. She uses self-
reflexive narrative mode which allows the readers
to engage in protagonist’s experience. The
narrative style is nonlinear, it foregrounds
collective struggle of her community, making her
personal story microcosm of the Dalit experience.
She through her narration blurs the line between
personal and collective experience. Her subjective
voice for the marginalized embodies the pain and
resilience of the Dalit community. She moves
from the past to the present in exploring different
incidents and experiences

Bama employs the vocabulary and spoken
idiom of the marginalized. She articulates the
experiences of the oppressed in the language of
the oppressed. She writes from the margins — the
act of writing for a Dalit woman which is a
political act. She challenges prevailing perception
and representation. Bama’s use of language in the
novel is beyond the accepted writing norms and
express opposition. She intentionally uses
disjointed and fragmented narratives to articulate
the lives of her community. She uses the language
as a powerful tool to give voice to her
community, long suppressed and forcefully
silenced.

She employs colloquial language which at
times disturbs the reader. She breaks the rules of
the grammar and spelling and uses tailor made
phrases to articulate the feelings of the
marginalized. She uses words like she- donkeys,
drunk woman needle -bum, leaky etc which shock
the readers but that’s what she wants to convey.
Bama incorporates oral tradition, conversational
tone, addresses directly to the readers and makes
use of folklore, to challenge and subvert the
stereotypical narrative imposed by the upper-class
ideology. Bama places her own story and the
story of her community in larger socio-cultural

context.

Bama uses language as experienced by
the Dalits which include ache, agony, repression,
fear and embarrassment. She employs the diction
which portrays gruesome genuine picture of the
abuse and oppression. She uses pathetic images
which directly appeals to the senses of the readers
the sense of smell, taste, touch hearing and sight
which evokes exact sensation in readers’ mind.
She uses a Dalit style of language which subverts
the decorum and aesthetics of upper-class
narrative. She depicts all the suffering of her
community breaking the long-imposed silence.
She strives to reclaim the dignity and self-respect
for her community through her writing. Her
writing that emerged from the margins powerfully
traverses to claim a place at the centre of literary

and social discourse.

Conclusion:

Karukku emerges as a path breaking novel
that interrogates caste, gender and religion. It
redefines autobiography as a form of protest. The
novel is an elegy to her community. The novel
becomes her testimony, where she aims at the
liberation of her people through her writing. It
portrays the story of a survivor who fights against
the system. Bama’s novel opens up new
perception on Dalit women. Bama through her
vivid narratives, celebrates the vitality, solidarity
and strength of her community. Karukku is not
merely the story of Bama but account of rebellion
against authority. She lifts her community from
the fall and places them at new summit. She
becomes a pioneer voice paving the way for
future writers of her community. As a protest
narrative, Karukku remains as a ground breaking
text in contemporary discussions on identity,
justice and equality. The journey of Dalits is from
quest for identity to social equality is still under
way in India with a very optimistic note.
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Abstract:

The concept of discourse has undergone profound transformation in the contemporary era, shaped
by globalization, digital technologies, and shifting socio-political dynamics. This paper examines how
contemporary discourse in languages operates as a site of negotiation for identity, power, and
representation. Drawing upon postmodern theory, sociolinguistics, and Critical Discourse Analysis, the
study explores how language practices have evolved across digital spaces, marginalized narratives, and
multilingual contexts. It argues that discourse today is fluid, hybrid, and participatory, moving beyond rigid
linguistic structures to accommodate diverse voices and experiences. Special attention is given to the
emergence of counter-discourses, particularly from marginalized communities, which challenge dominant
narratives and reconstruct identity. The paper concludes that contemporary discourse is not merely

reflective but actively shapes cultural and ideological transformations.

Introduction:

Language is not merely a tool for
communication; it is a powerful medium that
constructs reality, identity, and social relations. In
the contemporary world, discourse has become
increasingly complex due to rapid technological
advancements, global interconnectedness, and
socio-political changes. The emergence of digital
platforms has significantly altered how language
is produced, circulated, and consumed. Unlike
traditional forms of discourse that were largely
controlled by institutions such as print media and
academia, contemporary discourse is
decentralized and participatory. Social media
platforms, blogs, and online forums have created
spaces where multiple voices interact, negotiate
meanings, and challenge established norms. As a
result, discourse today reflects a dynamic
interplay between language, power, and identity,
making it a crucial area of study in language and

literary research.

Theoretical Framework:

The study of contemporary discourse is
grounded in multiple theoretical perspectives that
provide insight into the functioning of language in
society. Postmodernism plays a significant role in
understanding discourse by rejecting fixed
meanings and emphasizing plurality,
fragmentation, and the instability of language.
From this perspective, meaning is not inherent but
constructed through social interactions and
contexts. Sociolinguistics further contributes to
this understanding by examining how language
varies across social groups and reflects cultural
identities. It highlights the influence of factors
such as class, gender, caste, and ethnicity on
linguistic practices. Critical Discourse Analysis,
on the other hand, focuses on the relationship
between language and power, revealing how
discourse is used to maintain dominance as well

as to resist it. Together, these frameworks offer a
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comprehensive lens through which contemporary

discourse can be analyzed.

Language and Identity Construction:

Identity is not a fixed entity but a dynamic
process that is continuously constructed and
reconstructed through language. In contemporary
discourse, individuals and communities use
language to negotiate their identities and assert
their presence within social structures. Language
becomes a means of expressing personal beliefs,
cultural affiliations, and social positions. For
instance, the use of regional dialects, slang, or
multilingual expressions often signifies belonging
to a particular community. More importantly,
contemporary discourse has enabled marginalized
communities to reclaim their voices and challenge
dominant narratives. Dalit writings,
autobiographies, and testimonies serve as
powerful examples of how language can be used
to articulate experiences of oppression and
resistance. These narratives create alternative
discursive spaces where marginalized identities
are validated and empowered. Similarly, evolving
gender discourse has challenged traditional
binaries by promoting inclusive and non-binary
language practices, thereby reshaping the

understanding of identity.

Digital Discourse and Linguistic Innovation:
The advent of digital technology has
revolutionized discourse practices, introducing
new forms of communication that are rapid,
interactive, and multimodal. Digital platforms
such as social media have transformed language
into a more informal and creative medium. Users
often combine text with images, emojis, GIFs,
and hashtags to convey meaning, resulting in the
emergence of new semiotic systems. These
elements enhance communication by adding
emotional and contextual layers that go beyond
traditional written language. Furthermore, digital

discourse has blurred the boundaries between
spoken and written forms, creating a hybrid mode
of communication that is both immediate and
expressive. The democratization of language
through digital platforms has allowed individuals
from diverse backgrounds to participate in
discourse, thereby challenging traditional
hierarchies. However, this transformation also
brings challenges such as misinformation, online
harassment, and the digital divide, which
influence how discourse is shaped and

interpreted.

Power, Ideology, and Discourse:

Language is deeply intertwined with
power and ideology, functioning as a tool through
which social structures are maintained and
contested. Institutions such as governments,
media, and educational systems use discourse to
shape public opinion and reinforce dominant
ideologies. Political speeches, news reports, and
advertisements often reflect underlying power
dynamics, influencing how individuals perceive
reality. At the same time, contemporary discourse
provides opportunities for resistance through the
emergence of counter-hegemonic narratives.
Marginalized groups use language to challenge
dominant discourses and assert their perspectives,
thereby disrupting established power relations.
Critical analysis of discourse reveals how
language can both oppress and empower, making
it essential to examine the ideological

implications embedded within linguistic practices.

Multilingualism and Hybrid Discourse:

In a globalized world, multilingualism has
become a defining feature of contemporary
discourse. Speakers frequently engage in code-
switching and code-mixing, seamlessly blending
multiple languages within a single conversation.
This practice reflects cultural hybridity and
linguistic adaptability, highlighting the fluid
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nature of language in contemporary contexts. The
global spread of English has further contributed to
the development of hybrid linguistic forms,
particularly in multilingual societies like India.
Varieties such as Indian English illustrate how
global and local influences interact to create new
modes of expression. This hybridity challenges
traditional notions of linguistic purity and
emphasizes the evolving nature of language as a

cultural and social phenomenon.

Discourse, Space, and Representation:
Contemporary discourse is also shaped by
spatial dimensions, as different environments
influence how language is used and interpreted.
The distinction between urban and rural
discourse, for instance, reflects variations in
linguistic  practices and cultural contexts.
Similarly, the rise of digital spaces has introduced
new forms of interaction that differ significantly
from face-to-face = communication.  Online
discourse allows for anonymity and global reach,
enabling individuals to express themselves more
freely while also raising concerns about
accountability. Public and private spaces further
shape discourse by determining what can be said
and who has the authority to speak. These spatial
dynamics highlight the complex relationship

between language, context, and representation.

Implications for Language Studies:

The study of contemporary discourse has
significant implications for language and literary
studies. It

approaches  that integrate insights from

encourages interdisciplinary
linguistics, sociology, cultural studies, and media
studies. By focusing on inclusivity and
representation, it highlights the importance of
acknowledging diverse voices and perspectives in
language research. Moreover, it fosters critical

awareness of how language shapes thought,

behavior, and social relations. Understanding
contemporary discourse is essential for addressing
issues related to identity, power, and
communication in an increasingly interconnected

world.

Conclusion:

Contemporary discourse in languages is a
dynamic and evolving field that reflects the
complexities of modern society. It is
characterized by fluidity, hybridity, and
multiplicity, challenging traditional linguistic
boundaries and creating new spaces for
expression. Language is no longer a passive
medium but an active force that constructs
identities, negotiates power, and shapes cultural
narratives.  The  emergence of  digital
communication, multilingual practices, and
marginalized voices has transformed discourse
into a site of constant negotiation and
redefinition.  Therefore, a  critical and
interdisciplinary approach is necessary to
understand the changing nature of language and
its role in society. As discourse continues to
evolve, it will remain central to the processes of
both domination and resistance, making its study

increasingly relevant in contemporary times.
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Abstract:

Motherhood and the female body have long been shaped by shifting cultural ideals and beauty
standards. This article examines how beauty norms associated with motherhood have evolved in both
Indian and Western societies from the past to the present. While traditional perspectives valued the
maternal body for its fertility, health, and nurturing capacity, modern frameworks increasingly impose
aesthetic expectations such as slimness, youthfulness, and physical perfection. The study explores how
colonial influence, globalization, media representations, and consumer culture have transformed
perceptions of the maternal body. It also highlights the psychological and social pressures placed on
mothers to conform to unrealistic beauty ideals, particularly in the postnatal phase. By comparing Indian
and Western contexts, the article reveals how contemporary motherhood is shaped by a complex
negotiation between traditional values and modern expectations. Ultimately, it argues for a more inclusive
understanding of the maternal body that recognizes diversity, agency, and lived experience beyond imposed
standards of beauty.

Keywords: Motherhood, Body Politics, Beauty Standards, Maternal Body, Identity, Indian Society,
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Introduction: often perceived as a sign of health and prosperity.

Motherhood is not merely a biological Similarly, in earlier =~ Western societies,

experience but a deeply cultural and social
construct shaped by historical, political, and
ideological forces. Central to this experience is
the maternal body, which has been continuously
defined and redefined through shifting beauty
standards and societal expectations. In both
Indian and Western contexts, the body of the
mother has functioned as a site where cultural
values, gender norms, and power structures
intersect.

Historically, the maternal body was
valued primarily for its reproductive and
nurturing functions. In traditional Indian society,
motherhood was associated with strength,
fertility, and continuity, and physical fullness was

motherhood was linked with domestic virtue and
moral authority rather than physical appearance.
However, with the influence of colonialism,
industrialization, and the rise of global media,
beauty standards began to shift significantly. The
maternal body increasingly came under scrutiny,
expected not only to perform its biological role
but also to conform to aesthetic ideals. This
article seeks to explore how beauty standards
associated with motherhood have evolved over
time in Indian and Western societies. By tracing
this transformation from traditional to modern
contexts, it aims to highlight the ways in which
mothers negotiate identity, self-perception, and

societal expectations. In doing so, the study
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underscores the need to move beyond restrictive
beauty norms and to recognize the maternal body
as a complex and dynamic expression of lived
experience.

These expectations have intensified due to
the pervasive influence of media and digital
culture. Mothers are often expected to maintain a
youthful, slim, and “perfect” body even after
childbirth, creating a tension between the natural
transformations of motherhood and socially
constructed ideals of beauty. This tension reflects
the broader concept of body politics, where the
female body becomes a site of regulation,
discipline, and control.

The influence of media and consumer
culture further reinforces these expectations. As
Naomi Wolf argues in The Beauty Myth, modern
beauty standards act as a form of social control
that limits women’s autonomy and reinforces
gender inequality (Wolf 10). This argument can
be extended to motherhood, where women are
expected not only to nurture but also to maintain
an idealized physical appearance. Similarly,
Michel Foucault’s concept of disciplinary power
explains how institutions such as medicine and
media regulate the female body, making it
conform to socially accepted norms (Foucault
136).

The maternal body is thus caught in a
paradox. While motherhood is culturally
celebrated, the physical changes associated with it
are often stigmatized. Women are expected to
“bounce back” after childbirth, reflecting
unrealistic and often unattainable beauty
standards. This is particularly evident in both
Indian and Western media, where representations
of motherhood frequently emphasize perfection
rather than reality. In the Indian context, this
pressure is shaped by the coexistence of tradition
and modernity. Traditionally, motherhood was
associated with sacrifice, nurturing, and domestic

responsibility, and physical changes after

childbirth were accepted as natural. However,
with the growing influence of cinema,
advertising, and social media, contemporary
Indian mothers are increasingly subjected to
globalized beauty standards. Fair skin, slim
bodies, and youthful appearance have become
markers of desirability, even for mothers. This
shift reflects the internalization of Western beauty
ideals, which often conflict with indigenous
cultural values. As a result, Indian mothers face a
dual burden: they are expected to embody the
ideal of the selfless caregiver while also
maintaining an attractive and disciplined body.

In Western societies, the discourse around
motherhood and beauty has been shaped
significantly by consumer capitalism and
celebrity culture. The rise of “post-baby body”
narratives, particularly in magazines and social
media platforms, reinforces the idea that
successful motherhood includes rapid physical
recovery and aesthetic perfection. This
phenomenon commodifies the maternal body,
turning it into an object of display and evaluation.
Fitness industries, diet cultures, and cosmetic
procedures further contribute to this pressure,
presenting bodily transformation as both
achievable and necessary.

Another important dimension of body
politics in motherhood is the role of medical
institutions. Pregnancy and childbirth are
increasingly = medicalized, = with  constant
monitoring, prescribed diets, and regulated bodily
practices. While these interventions aim to ensure
safety, they also contribute to the loss of bodily
autonomy. Mothers are often expected to adhere
to standardized notions of ‘“healthy” bodies,
which may not account for individual differences
or cultural contexts. In this sense, the maternal
body becomes subject not only to social
expectations but also to institutional control.
From this perspective, women, in their pursuit of

beauty, are positioned not as passive objects but

55



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 37

ISSN - 2347-7075

as active subjects. As Gill (2008) argues, a
significant ~ shift from objectification to
subjectification lies in the way bodily practices
such as grooming are represented through
discourses of playfulness, freedom, and, most
importantly, individual choice

At the same time, resistance to these
dominant beauty standards is emerging in both
Indian and Western contexts. Body positivity
movements and feminist discourses are
challenging the narrow definitions of beauty
imposed on mothers. Women are increasingly
sharing unfiltered experiences of postpartum
bodies, highlighting stretch marks, weight gain,
and emotional struggles as natural and valid
aspects of motherhood. This shift is crucial in
redefining motherhood as an experience that
embraces imperfection rather than striving for
unattainable ideals.

Furthermore, the intersection of class,
caste, and race complicates the experience of
body politics in motherhood. Not all mothers are
subjected to the same expectations or possess
equal access to resources that enable them to meet
these standards. In India, caste and class influence
access to healthcare, nutrition, and self-care,
shaping how motherhood is experienced and
represented. In Western societies, racialized
beauty standards often marginalize mothers who
do not fit into dominant norms of whiteness and
thinness. Thus, body politics operates differently
across social locations, reinforcing inequalities
while appearing universal. The maternal body in
contemporary society is shaped by a complex
interplay of cultural, economic, and institutional
forces. Beauty standards, far from being neutral
or natural, function as mechanisms of control that
influence how mothers perceive themselves and
are perceived by others. By examining the
evolution of these standards in Indian and
Western contexts, it becomes clear that
motherhood is not only a personal experience but

also a deeply political one. A more inclusive and
empathetic understanding of motherhood requires
challenging these restrictive norms and
acknowledging the diversity and complexity of
maternal bodies and identities.

Another significant dimension of beauty
standards in motherhood is the rise of consumer-
driven motherhood. In contemporary society,
motherhood is increasingly linked with
consumption, where products related to fitness,
skincare, diet, and postnatal recovery are
marketed specifically to mothers. The maternal
body becomes a target for industries that promise
transformation and perfection. From slimming
products to cosmetic treatments, mothers are
encouraged to “correct” their post-pregnancy
bodies. This commercialization not only
reinforces unrealistic beauty ideals but also
creates anxiety and dissatisfaction among women
who are unable or unwilling to conform to these
standards. Thus, the maternal body is not only
regulated culturally but also commodified
economically.

The “yummy mummy” ideal reflects “the
extension of a fashion and beauty complex to the
pregnant and post-pregnant body” (Littler). The
role of celebrity culture further intensifies these
pressures. Public figures often present highly
curated images of motherhood, showcasing rapid
weight loss and flawless appearances shortly after
childbirth. These representations create a
misleading narrative that such transformations are
normal and easily attainable. The ideal of
motherhood today includes expectations of
“getting your body back into shape” as part of
acceptable maternal identity (Littler, 2013). In
both Indian and Western contexts, film industries
and social media influencers play a crucial role in
shaping these ideals. The visibility of such images
leads to constant comparison, which can
negatively affect mothers’ self-esteem and mental
health. The gap between reality and
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representation becomes a source of emotional
strain, particularly for first-time mothers adjusting
to bodily and lifestyle changes.

Kirkpatrick and Lee (2022) observe that
“picture-perfect motherhood” on Instagram
“increase[s] envy and anxiety” and “greater social
comparisons,” concluding such content “can be
harmful to new mothers’ mental
health.”Similarly, Nagl et al. (2021) link social
media use to “postpartum body image
dissatisfaction” and “eating disorder
psychopathology,” showing how constant
exposure intensifies appearance pressure and
maternal anxiety.

In addition, the psychological impact of
these beauty standards cannot be overlooked. The
pressure to meet societal expectations often
results in feelings of inadequacy, guilt, and self-
doubt among mothers. Postpartum depression and
anxiety are further aggravated when women feel
that they are failing to meet the idealized image of
motherhood. The expectation to balance
caregiving responsibilities while maintaining
physical attractiveness creates an overwhelming
burden. This highlights the need to address
maternal well-being not only in physical terms
but also in emotional and psychological
dimensions.

The concept of maternal surveillance also
plays a crucial role in understanding body
politics. Mothers are constantly observed and
judged—mnot only by society but also by family,
peers, and even themselves. Everyday practices
such as dressing, eating, and exercising become
subject to scrutiny. In Indian households, for
instance, relatives and community members often
comment on a mother’s appearance after
childbirth, reinforcing expectations about how she
should look and behave. Similarly, in Western
societies, social media platforms act as spaces of
self-surveillance, where mothers monitor and

compare their bodies with others. This continuous

observation reinforces conformity and limits
personal freedom.

At the same time, there is a growing
emphasis on redefining beauty in motherhood.
Many contemporary discussions highlight the
importance of accepting the maternal body in all
its forms. Writers, activists, and everyday women
are challenging the notion that motherhood must
align with physical perfection. Instead, they
emphasize strength, resilience, and the lived
realities of maternal experience. This shift is
particularly important in creating a more inclusive
discourse  that values authenticity over

appearance.

Conclusion:

In the present context, mothers are caught
in a complex web of expectations that demand
both selfless caregiving and aesthetic conformity.
The pressure to achieve the “ideal” postnatal body
often leads to emotional strain, self-surveillance,
and a diminished sense of bodily autonomy.
These expectations are further complicated by
factors such as class, caste, race, and access to
resources, making the experience of motherhood
uneven and deeply stratified.

However, the emergence of body
positivity movements and feminist critiques
signals a gradual shift toward more inclusive and
realistic representations of motherhood. By
challenging  narrow  beauty ideals and
acknowledging the diversity of maternal
experiences, these perspectives open up
possibilities for reclaiming the maternal body as a
site of agency rather than control.

A close study of motherhood and beauty
standards thus highlights the urgent need to move
beyond restrictive norms and to recognize the
maternal body in its full complexity. Motherhood
should not be reduced to a performance shaped by
societal expectations but understood as a dynamic

and evolving experience grounded in lived
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realities. Only through such a reimagining can
mothers be freed from the burden of perfection
and allowed to embrace their identities with

dignity and autonomy. 5.
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Abstract:

The present study looks at D. S. Karki's groundbreaking poem Hacchevu Kannadada Deepa as a
vernacular expression of the postcolonial tactic known as "Writing Back to the Center." This study expands
the framework to examine internal language hierarchies inside post-independence India, since the "writing
back" paradigm has traditionally been used to assess literary resistance by colonised societies against
European imperial centers. By re-centering Kannada as an independent source of cultural, intellectual, and
ethical authority, the study contends that Karki's poem is a sophisticated aesthetic response to linguistic
marginalisation.

The study explores how the poem uses the metaphor of the Deepa (light) to subvert hegemonic
conceptions of centralised illumination through close textual analysis, metaphorical reading, and
contextual interpretation. The poem suggests a locally sustained, community-lit source of knowledge
instead of looking to a far-off, homogenising center for approval. The poem expresses resistance that is
cyclical rather than teleological, embodied rather than abstract, and emotive rather than violent. Hacchevu
Kannadada Deepa turns Kannada from a marginal medium into a live epistemic center by rooting it in love,
motherhood, physical circulation, sacred geography, and communal memory.

The study concludes that Karki's poem should be interpreted as a sophisticated example of internal
postcolonial writing back, one that democratises cultural space, opposes language homogenisation, and
reimagines cultural survival as an ongoing communal practice, rather than just as a regional hymn.

Keywords: Writing Back, Kannada Literature, Postcolonialism, Vernacular Resistance, Linguistic
Hegemony, Cultural Sovereignty.

Introduction:
Ashcroft, Griffiths, and Tiffin developed

However, the mechanics of cultural

dominance are more complicated in post-

and popularised the idea of "Writing Back" in
their seminal essay The Empire Writes Back. The
phrase describes the literary strategies used by
colonial or marginalised nations to challenge the
linguistic, artistic, and ideological domination of
an imperial center. In the past, resistance was
expressed through the appropriation, subversion,
and alteration of colonial languages and literary
forms. This external center was represented by
European metropolises like London or Paris.

independence India. Although the nation-state has
attained political sovereignty, linguistic and
cultural hierarchies still exist. While regional and
vernacular languages are usually confined to the
domains of sentiment, tradition, or domesticity,
some languages—often linked with
administration, education, or global capital—
occupy positions of prestige. Beyond the colonial-
imperial dichotomy, postcolonial resistance must

be rethought in light of these internal structures.
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Kannada literature holds a prominent
place in this framework. Despite having a lengthy
history as both a classical and modern literary
language, Kannada has occasionally been
marginalised within institutional and
administrative frameworks. In response to this
internal marginalisation, D. S. Karki wrote
Hacchevu Kannadada Deepa ("We Shall Light the
Lamp of Kannada") during a time of increased
linguistic consciousness in Karnataka. The poem
conducts a purposeful act of re-centering rather
than just bemoaning language decline.

The paper argues that Hacchevu
Kannadada Deepa serves as a vernacular act of
retaliation, one that opposes internal hegemonies
without resorting to hostile or exclusive
nationalism. Rather,

Karki presents a model of resistance based on
cultural memory, affect, embodiment, and ritual
continuity. By doing this, the poem reimagines
the peripheral as an active center of meaning

rather than a passive fringe.

Review of Literature:

The link between colonised countries and
European imperial powers has dominated
scholarly studies of postcolonial resistance.
Ashcroft et al. emphasised language as a crucial
site of contestation, contending that new forms of
self-representation were made possible by former
colonies' adoption of English. In a similar vein,
Ngugi wa Thiong'o stressed the importance of
language for cultural survival and maintained that
ideological stance and linguistic choice are
inextricably linked.

Studies of language politics in India have
looked at the conflicts between regional identity
and national integration. Despite being
purportedly

pluralistic, post-independence

language  policies  frequently  perpetuate

hierarchies by giving preference to particular

languages in the areas of education, government,

and economic mobility, according to academics.
As a result, regional literatures become essential
venues for expressing different conceptions of
cultural authority.

Hacchevu Kannadada Deepa has often
been seen by Kannada literary critics as a poem of
cultural awakening and linguistic pride. But many
of these readings continue to be celebratory rather
than analytical, emphasising sentiment over
tactics. By placing the poem within postcolonial
theoretical ~ discourse—more especially, the
paradigm of writing back—and expanding that
paradigm to internal linguistic hierarchies, this

study intervenes.

Methodology:

The qualitative methodology used in this
study is based on metaphor analysis and attentive
textual reading. To find recurrent themes,
linguistic structures, and symbolic patterns, the
poem is examined stanza by stanza. After that,
postcolonial theory—specifically, the idea of
writing back—is used to explain these literary
insights.

The poem is placed inside its particular
moment of production through historical and
cultural contextualisation, and its modern
resonance is addressed in a different interpretive
layer.

The approach places a high value on textual
accuracy and steers clear of conjectural assertions
that aren't backed up by the poem. In contrast to
authorial intent, modern extensions are clearly

framed as interpretive uses.

The Deepa as Counter-Centre: From
Hegemonic Light to Local Illumination:

The Deepa (light) is a major metaphor in
Karki's poetry. The sun, a far-off, totalising light
that demands universal visibility and absorption,
is frequently used in postcolonial discourse to
represent imperial authority. In the guise of
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universality, such illumination eliminates
distinction. Karki rejects this model on purpose.

The Deepa described in the poem is a
man-made item rather than a natural or celestial
occurrence. It needs to be intentionally ignited,
safeguarded, and maintained. This is an important
ideological distinction. Instead of imposing
visibility from above, the lamp's light is intimate
and local, lighting a particular area. Karki
substitutes internal sovereignty for hierarchical
power by focusing the poem on one household
item.

The lamp's clay, oil, and flame are all
sourced locally. The poem's epistemic assertion is
strengthened by its material specificity: Kannada
is an independent source of knowledge rather than
a passive vessel waiting for illumination from an
outside source. Lighting the bulb becomes an act
of self-determination.
Performativity and  Collective Agency:
“Hacchevu” as Writing Back:

The repeating verb hacchevu ("we shall
light"), which appears at the end of almost every
verse in the first-person plural future tense, enacts
the poem's resistance linguistically. This is an
important grammatical decision.

The poem favours community, forward-
thinking agency over individual bravery and
passive inheritance. The poem becomes a
performative speech as a result of the repeated
assertion. Language commits the community to
action rather than just expressing an ideal. This is
consistent with collective authorship as opposed
to individual representation in postcolonial
terminology.

Karki unifies geography and language
into a single epistemic source by referring to the
lamp as karunaadadeepa (lamp of Karnataka) and
sirinudiyadeepa (lamp of linguistic richness). The
lamp illuminates Kannada, not the other way
around. By doing this, colonial and postcolonial

hierarchies that place regional languages as
secondary carriers and metropolitan languages as

meaning providers are dismantled.

Affective Resistance: Love and Motherhood as
Political Strategy:

The poem's affective foundation is one of
its most notable qualities. Karki frequently elicits
love (olavu, preeti) and motherhood (taayi roopa,
maate) rather than inciting rage or terror. Instead
of being a defensive stance, linguistic fidelity is
presented as an ethical and emotional
commitment.

The poem places language in relation to
care, inheritance, and moral obligation by
imagining Kannada as taayi roopa, or the form of
the mother. The maternal metaphor substitutes a
politics of nurture for the violence frequently
connected to nationalist discourse. Instead of
dominance, preservation turns into an act of
devotion. The poem is able to respond without
repeating the violence of the center because to
this affective resistance. The resistance is based in

daily emotional life, inclusive, and enduring.

Embodied Language: Kannada as Survival:

Karki's opposition is adamantly physical.
Images of nerves, breath, pulse, and body
circulation are all mentioned in the poem.
Kannada is seen of as something that moves
through the body like blood or breath rather than
as an abstract system.

Linguistic loss is reframed as cultural
asphyxiation in this illustration. Giving up one's
language is more than just switching to a different
medium; it also means cutting off the life force
that keeps one's memories and moral compass
intact.

Instead of being a symbolic decision,
language becomes a requirement of life.
Karki blurs the line between cultural and physical
survival by integrating language into the body.
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Writing in Kannada turns become a self-

preservation reflex.

Ritual Repetition and Cyclical Cultural
Labour:

The poem ends each verse with the refrain
hacchevu Kannadada Deepa. This repetition is
ceremonial structuring rather than rhetorical
excess. Decolonisation is viewed as a single,
finished occurrence in linear conceptions of
progress,  which  the  poem  opposes.
Karki suggests cyclical rejuvenation instead. The
lamp must be lit again and again. Cultural
survival is more about ongoing effort than
ultimate triumph. Vernacular epistemologies that
emphasise upkeep, repetition, and care are
consistent with this ritual temporality. The poem
resists both hopelessness and success by
presenting resistance as a continuous process.
Historical Context and Contemporary
Resonance:

A particular historical moment-a time of
internal language marginalisation in post-
independence India-gave rise to Karki's poetry.
Globalisation and digital monoculture are not
specifically addressed.

Nonetheless, its conceptual foundation
makes it relevant today. The poem's emphasis on
personal illumination, collective agency, and
affective attachment offers a model for opposing
new forms of linguistic homogenisation without
misrepresenting the poet's intentions, even though
centers of power have changed.

Conclusion: Writing Back as Cultural
Continuity:

Hacchevu Kannadada Deepa serves as a
sophisticated expression of writing back against
any system that marginalises the vernacular, not
only against a foreign empire. Karki turns the
peripheral into a living center of meaning by
anchoring Kannada in love, the body, memory,
and ritual.

The poem makes the claim that cultural
survival is a community-maintained practice
rather than a surrender made by power. The lamp
needs to be lit frequently, tenderly, and
cooperatively. By doing this, Karki presents an
enduring aesthetic philosophy of resistance,
according to which the most durable light
originates from inside rather than from far-off

centers.
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Abstract:

That Long Silence by Shashi Deshpande is a powerful exploration of the psychological and social
struggles of a middle-class Indian woman trapped within patriarchal expectations. The novel portrays the
inner turmoil of the protagonist Jaya, whose silence symbolizes the suppression of female identity within
marriage and family structures. This paper examines the theme of female identity and resistance in the
novel using the feminist theoretical framework of The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir. Beauvoir’s
concept of woman as the “Other” provides a critical lens to analyze Jaya’s internalized oppression, loss of
individuality, and gradual realization of selfhood. The study investigates how patriarchal ideology shapes
women’s identities, expectations of the “ideal wife,” and the normalization of silence in domestic spaces.
Through textual analysis of key dialogues and narrative reflections in the novel, the paper argues that
Jaya’s silence is both a symbol of submission and a potential space for introspection and transformation.
Ultimately, the novel reflects the psychological complexity of women negotiating identity within patriarchal

structures and highlights the importance of breaking silence as an act of resistance.

Keywords: Feminism, Patriarchy, Silence, Identity, Marriage, Otherness, Internalized oppression.

Introduction:

Indian English literature has frequently
explored the psychological experiences of women
within patriarchal social structures. Among the
prominent voices in this field is Shashi
Deshpande, whose works portray the emotional
and social realities of middle-class Indian women.
Her novel That Long Silence presents a deeply
introspective narrative centered on the protagonist
Jaya, who reflects upon her life, marriage, and
suppressed individuality.

The narrative begins when Jaya and her
husband Mohan move to a small flat in Dadar
after Mohan faces professional trouble. This
physical displacement becomes a catalyst for
psychological introspection. Away from the

routine of daily life, Jaya begins to revisit

memories of her childhood, marriage, family
relationships, and her abandoned career as a
writer. Through this reflective narrative, the novel
explores how patriarchal norms shape women’s
identities and silence their voices.

The theoretical framework of The Second
Sex by Simone de Beauvoir offers a powerful
lens to understand Jaya’s predicament. Beauvoir
argues that society constructs woman as the
“Other,” defining her identity in relation to man.
According to Beauvoir, “One is not born, but
rather becomes, a woman” (Beauvoir). This
statement emphasizes that femininity is socially
constructed through cultural expectations and
patriarchal conditioning.

In That Long Silence, Jaya’s life reflects

this process of becoming. Her identity is shaped
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by social expectations of obedience, sacrifice, and
silence within marriage. Her transformation from
an independent young woman into a submissive
wife illustrates the ways in which patriarchal
ideology restricts female autonomy.

This paper examines the novel through
Beauvoir’s feminist theory to analyze the themes
of silence, marriage, identity, and internalized
patriarchy. It argues that Jaya’s silence represents
not only oppression but also a moment of critical
awareness that may lead to resistance.

One of the central motifs in That Long
Silence is silence. Jaya repeatedly reflects on how
silence has defined her life and relationships. She
states, “Silence between husband and wife can be
dangerous.” This statement reveals the emotional
distance that exists within her marriage. However,
Jaya’s silence is not merely a personal choice; it
is a product of patriarchal conditioning.
According to Simone de Beauvoir in The Second
Sex, patriarchal societies train women to adopt
passive roles that prioritize harmony over self-
expression. Women are expected to suppress their
opinions and desires in order to maintain family
stability.

Jaya recalls how she was taught that a good wife
should avoid conflict and remain accommodating.
She explains, “A husband is like a sheltering
tree.” This metaphor reflects the cultural ideology
that positions men as protectors and women as
dependents. Such beliefs reinforce male authority
while  discouraging female independence.
Beauvoir’s concept of the “Other” becomes
evident here. In patriarchal structures, the man is
considered the norm or subject, while the woman
becomes the secondary being defined through her
relationship with him. Jaya’s identity as Mohan’s
wife becomes more important than her identity as
an individual. Thus, silence becomes a
mechanism through which patriarchal control is

maintained. By remaining silent, women

internalize their subordinate position and
perpetuate the system that oppresses them.

Marriage in That Long Silence functions
as a space where female individuality is gradually
erased. Before marriage, Jaya possesses
aspirations and creative ambitions. She writes
short stories and dreams of becoming a successful
writer. However, after marriage, Mohan expresses
discomfort with her writing when it reflects
uncomfortable truths. When Jaya writes a story
portraying a man in a negative light, Mohan
reacts strongly. He says that her writing makes
him appear ridiculous. As a result, Jaya begins to
censor herself. She abandons her authentic voice
and starts writing light, humorous columns under
the pseudonym “Seeta.” This transformation
reflects how patriarchal expectations force
women to modify their identities to maintain
marital harmony.

This experience aligns with Beauvoir’s
argument that marriage often reduces women to
domestic roles. In The Second Sex, Beauvoir
explains that the institution of marriage
historically places women in positions of
dependency, limiting their opportunities for self-
realization. Jaya’s internal conflict demonstrates
this dynamic. She constantly struggles between
her desire for self-expression and her fear of
disrupting her marriage. Eventually, she chooses
silence over confrontation. Her decision reflects
the internalization of patriarchal values. Instead of
resisting Mohan’s expectations, she adapts to
them, sacrificing her individuality in the process.

One of the most complex aspects of the
novel is Jaya’s realization that her silence is
partly self-imposed. She gradually recognizes that
she has participated in maintaining the patriarchal
system that oppresses her. At one point she
reflects, “I had learned it at last — no questions, no
retorts, only silence.” This line reveals the depth
of her conditioning. Silence becomes a survival

strategy within marriage, allowing her to avoid
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conflict and preserve the appearance of harmony.
Beauvoir’s theory helps explain this phenomenon.
In The Second Sex, she argues that women often
internalize patriarchal values because society
rewards conformity and punishes rebellion.

Jaya’s memories of other women further
illustrate this pattern. Characters like Kusum
represent the extreme consequences of female
oppression. Kusum’s tragic life demonstrates how
lack of autonomy can lead to psychological
breakdown. Through these narratives, Deshpande
portrays the varied ways in which patriarchal
expectations affect women’s mental health. Jaya
realizes that her own silence is part of a broader
cultural pattern that restricts women’s freedom.

Despite her long silence, Jaya’s act of
narration itself becomes a form of resistance. By
reflecting on her experiences, she begins to
question the assumptions that have governed her
life. Her introspection suggests the possibility of
reclaiming her voice. Writing allows her to
analyze the contradictions within her marriage
and confront the social norms that shaped her
identity. Beauvoir emphasizes the importance of
self-awareness in  overcoming  oppression.
According to her, liberation begins when women
recognize the structures that limit their freedom.

In this sense, Jaya’s narrative journey
represents the first step toward transformation.
Although she does not openly rebel against her
circumstances, her growing awareness signals the
potential for change. Toward the end of the novel,
Jaya  acknowledges the importance of
communication and honesty within relationships.
She realizes that silence cannot resolve the
emotional distance between her and Mohan. This
realization reflects a subtle but significant shift in
her perspective. Instead of passively accepting her
role, she begins to consider the possibility of
redefining it.

Silence in the novel operates on multiple
symbolic levels. It represents oppression,

emotional distance, and internal conflict, but it
also creates space for reflection and self-
discovery. Throughout the narrative, Jaya
repeatedly associates silence with fear. She fears
that speaking openly might disrupt her marriage
or expose uncomfortable truths. However, as the
story progresses, she begins to see silence
differently. Instead of viewing it solely as
submission, she recognizes it as a moment of
pause before transformation. This complexity
reflects Deshpande’s nuanced portrayal of
women’s experiences. Rather than presenting a
simplistic narrative of rebellion, the novel
explores the psychological processes through
which women gradually become aware of their
oppression. From Beauvoir’s perspective, this
awareness is essential for liberation. Women must
first recognize the mechanisms that confine them
before they can challenge them. Thus, Jaya’s
silence becomes both a symbol of patriarchal
control and a potential starting point for
resistance.

That Long Silence by Shashi Deshpande
offers a profound exploration of female identity
Through  the

introspective narrative of Jaya, the novel reveals

within  patriarchal  society.

how social expectations shape women’s lives,
limiting their autonomy and suppressing their
voices. Using the theoretical framework of The
Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir, this paper
has examined how concepts such as “Otherness,”
internalized  patriarchy, and the social
construction of femininity illuminate Jaya’s
experiences. The analysis demonstrates that
Jaya’s silence reflects both the pressures of
patriarchal ideology and her own internalization
of these values. Her abandonment of writing and
acceptance of submissive roles illustrate the ways
in which marriage can restrict female self-
expression. However, the novel also suggests the
Through

introspection and narrative reflection, Jaya begins

possibility of  transformation.
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to question the assumptions that shaped her life.
Her awareness signals the potential for breaking
the silence that has defined her existence.

Ultimately, Deshpande’s novel highlights
the psychological complexity of women’s
struggles  within  patriarchal  systems. By
portraying Jaya’s journey toward self-awareness,
the novel underscores the importance of voice,
identity, and resistance in the pursuit of female
liberation.

While the feminist framework of The
Second Sex provides an essential foundation for
understanding the construction of female identity,
the themes explored in That Long Silence can also
be examined through other feminist theoretical
perspectives. The novel reflects multiple layers of
patriarchal control, psychological conditioning,
and social expectations that shape women’s lives
in subtle and complex ways. By incorporating the
theories of Kate Millett, Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak, and Judith Butler, the narrative can be
understood as a broader critique of gender power
relations and the silencing of female voices.

The concept of patriarchy as a political
and social system is extensively discussed in
Sexual Politics by Kate Millett. Millett argues
that patriarchy operates as a system of power that
institutionalizes male dominance in social,
political, and familial structures. According to
her, gender relations are deeply political because
they determine authority, control, and hierarchy
within society. In That Long Silence, the marital
relationship between Jaya and Mohan reflects this
patriarchal structure. Although Mohan does not
appear overtly tyrannical, his expectations and
reactions reinforce the traditional power hierarchy
within marriage. Jaya’s behavior is shaped by the
implicit understanding that her role is to support
and accommodate her husband’s needs. Mohan’s
discomfort with Jaya’s writing demonstrates how
patriarchal authority can subtly regulate female
expression. Jaya writes stories that reveal

uncomfortable truths about male behavior, Mohan
reacts negatively, suggesting that such portrayals
threaten his dignity. As a result, Jaya modifies her
writing and adopts a safer, less controversial
style. This moment illustrates Millett’s argument
that patriarchal power does not always manifest
through direct coercion but often through cultural
expectations and emotional pressure. The
domestic space in the novel functions as a
microcosm of patriarchal power relations. Jaya
internalizes the belief that maintaining marital
harmony is her primary responsibility.
Consequently, she avoids confrontation and
suppresses her personal desires. Millett’s theory
highlights how such patterns are not merely
personal choices but reflections of broader social
structures that privilege male authority.

Through this lens, Jaya’s silence becomes
a political phenomenon rather than an individual
weakness. It represents the internalization of a
system that discourages women from asserting
their autonomy.

Another theoretical perspective that
enriches the analysis of Jaya’s silence is the
concept of the subaltern introduced by Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak in her influential essay Can
the Subaltern Speak?. Spivak argues that
marginalized individuals, particularly women
within patriarchal and colonial societies, are often
denied the ability to express their voices within
dominant discourse.

According to Spivak, the subaltern
woman occupies a position where her voice is
mediated or suppressed by social structures. Even
when she attempts to speak, her voice may be
ignored, distorted, or interpreted through
patriarchal frameworks. Jaya’s experience in That
Long Silence resonates with this concept.
Although she is educated and intellectually
capable, her ability to express herself openly is
restricted by social expectations. Her writing,
which initially serves as a creative outlet,
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gradually becomes constrained by the pressures
of marriage and respectability. Jaya’s decision to
write under a pseudonym reflects her struggle
between self-expression and social conformity.
By adopting a different identity for her writing,
she attempts to navigate the boundaries imposed
by patriarchal norms. However, this strategy also
highlights the limitations placed on women’s
voices within the public sphere. The character of
Kusum further illustrates the silencing of women
within patriarchal society. Kusum’s tragic life and
psychological distress demonstrate the
consequences of prolonged emotional repression
and social marginalization. Her inability to find
support or understanding reflects the broader
societal tendency to ignore women’s suffering.
From Spivak’s perspective, Kusum can be
interpreted as a figure of the subaltern woman
whose voice remains unheard. Her experiences
reveal the structural inequalities that prevent
women from articulating their pain and asserting
their agency.

The theory of gender performativity
developed by Judith Butler in Gender Trouble
offers another useful framework for analyzing
Jaya’s identity. Butler challenges the notion that
gender is a natural or fixed identity. Instead, she
argues that gender is constructed through repeated
social performances that reinforce cultural
expectations. According to Butler, individuals
perform gender roles through behaviors, gestures,
and social interactions. These performances
create the illusion of stable gender identities while
simultaneously reinforcing the norms that define
masculinity and femininity. Jaya’s role as the
“ideal wife” can be understood as a performance
shaped by patriarchal expectations. Throughout
the novel, she consciously adopts behaviors that
align with societal definitions of femininity. She
strives to be patient, accommodating, and
emotionally supportive, even when these
expectations conflict with her personal desires.

For example, Jaya frequently suppresses her
frustration and anger in order to maintain the
image of a harmonious household. She believes
that expressing dissatisfaction would disrupt the
stability of her marriage. This self-regulation
illustrates Butler’s argument that gender roles are
maintained through repeated acts of conformity.
At the same time, Jaya’s internal reflections
reveal the tension between her performed identity
and her authentic self. While she outwardly
fulfills the role of a dutiful wife, her inner
monologue exposes her dissatisfaction with the
limitations imposed on her life. This contrast
highlights the performative nature of gender roles
and the psychological strain they create.

By questioning the assumptions that
define her role, Jaya begins to challenge the
performative structures that sustain patriarchal
norms. Her growing self-awareness suggests the
possibility of redefining her identity beyond the
constraints of traditional gender roles.

In addition to Western feminist theories,
the themes explored in That Long Silence can also
be interpreted through the lens of Indian feminist
scholarship. Scholars such as Kumkum Sangari
and Sudesh Vaid have emphasized the importance
of understanding women’s experiences within the
specific cultural and historical context of Indian
society. Indian feminism often highlights the
intersection of gender, family structures, and
social expectations. In many traditional settings,
women’s identities are closely linked to their
roles as wives and mothers. These roles are
reinforced through cultural narratives that
emphasize sacrifice, obedience, and selflessness.

Jaya’s life reflects these cultural
expectations. From an early age, she learns that
maintaining family harmony requires emotional
restraint and self-sacrifice. The idea that a
husband should function as a “sheltering tree”
reflects a deeply ingrained cultural belief that

positions men as protectors and decision-makers
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within the family. However, Indian feminist
scholars argue that such narratives often obscure
the inequalities embedded within family
structures. While the ideal of the supportive
husband may appear  benevolent, it
simultaneously reinforces women’s dependence
and limits their autonomy. Through Jaya’s
introspective narrative, the novel exposes the
contradictions within these cultural ideals.
Although marriage is portrayed as a source of
stability and protection, it also restricts Jaya’s
ability to pursue her creative ambitions. Her
struggle to reconcile personal aspirations with
societal expectations reflects the broader
challenges faced by many women in patriarchal
societies. By situating Jaya’s experiences within
the context of Indian feminist discourse, the novel
highlights the complex relationship between
culture, gender roles, and personal identity.
Although silence initially appears as a
symbol of oppression in the novel, it gradually
evolves into a space for introspection and self-
awareness. Jaya’s narrative demonstrates how
silence can function as both a mechanism of
control and a catalyst for personal transformation.
Throughout the novel, Jaya reflects on the various
moments when she chose silence over
confrontation. These memories reveal the
emotional costs of suppressing one’s voice.
However, they also allow her to critically
examine the beliefs that shaped her decisions. Her
introspection aligns with feminist theories that
emphasize consciousness as the first step toward
liberation. By recognizing the structures that
constrained her identity, Jaya begins to question
the inevitability of her silence. The act of
narration itself becomes a form of resistance. By
articulating her experiences, Jaya reclaims a voice
that had long been suppressed. This narrative
process allows her to reinterpret her past and
imagine new possibilities for the future. Although
the novel does not present a dramatic act of

rebellion, Jaya’s realization marks an important
shift in perspective. She acknowledges that
silence cannot sustain meaningful relationships
and that communication is essential for personal
and emotional growth.

This realization reflects the broader
feminist message of the novel: liberation does not
always occur through dramatic confrontation but
can emerge through gradual self-awareness and
critical reflection.

The theme of silence in That Long Silence
can also be examined through the theoretical
framework of discourse and power developed by
Michel Foucault. Foucault argues that power
operates not only through direct authority or
coercion but also through discourses that shape
knowledge, norms, and acceptable behavior
within society. According to Foucault, social
institutions such as family, education, and
religion participate in constructing discourses that
regulate individuals’ identities and actions.
Within the patriarchal structure depicted in the
novel, discourse plays a crucial role in shaping
Jaya’s understanding of her role as a wife and
woman. From childhood, Jaya is exposed to
narratives that define ideal femininity in terms of
obedience, sacrifice, and emotional restraint.
These cultural narratives gradually become
internalized as natural and unquestionable truths.

For instance, Jaya recalls the expectations
placed upon women to maintain harmony within
the household. The belief that a good wife should
avoid conflict reflects a broader cultural discourse
that associates femininity with patience and
silence. Such expectations are not enforced
through explicit commands alone but through
subtle social conditioning. Over time, these
discourses shape Jaya’s perception of what is
acceptable behavior for a married woman.

Foucault emphasizes that power is most
effective when individuals internalize it and

regulate themselves accordingly. Jaya’s silence
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demonstrates this phenomenon. Although Mohan
rarely directly demands her silence, she
instinctively suppresses her opinions in order to
conform to the expectations of marriage. This
internalization of patriarchal discourse reveals
how power operates through everyday practices
and social norms.

Moreover, Jaya’s writing career illustrates
the disciplinary effects of discourse. Initially,
writing provides her with a means of expressing
her thoughts and observations about society.
However, when Mohan reacts negatively to one
of her stories, she begins to question the
appropriateness of her creative expression. The
fear of violating social expectations leads her to
censor her own voice. Through this lens, silence
becomes a disciplinary outcome produced by the
discourse of ideal womanhood. Jaya’s struggle
demonstrates how patriarchal discourse regulates
female expression and restricts women’s
participation in intellectual and creative spaces.

At the same time, Foucault suggests that
where there is power, there is also the possibility
of resistance. Jaya’s introspective narration
represents a subtle form of resistance against the
discourses that shaped her identity. By critically
examining her past choices and beliefs, she
begins to challenge the assumptions that governed
her life. Her narrative thus becomes a site where
dominant discourses are questioned and
reinterpreted.

While Western feminist theories offer
valuable insights into gender inequality, scholars
have emphasized the importance of understanding
women’s experiences within specific cultural and
historical contexts. Chandra Talpade Mohanty, a
prominent feminist theorist, argues that feminist
analysis must consider the diverse realities of
women across different societies. In her
influential essay Under Western Eyes: Feminist
Scholarship and Colonial Discourses, Mohanty
critiques the tendency to portray women in

developing countries as a homogeneous group of
passive victims. Mohanty emphasizes that
women’s identities are shaped by multiple factors,
including culture, class, family structures, and
historical circumstances. Applying  this
perspective to That Long Silence allows for a
more nuanced understanding of Jaya’s
experiences within the context of middle-class
Indian society.

Jaya’s life is deeply influenced by the
cultural expectations surrounding marriage and
family in India. Unlike some Western feminist
narratives that emphasize individual
independence, Indian social structures often
prioritize  collective harmony and familial
responsibility. Within this framework, women are
expected to uphold family honor and maintain
emotional stability within the household.

These cultural expectations shape Jaya’s
decisions and behavior throughout the novel. Her
reluctance to confront Mohan directly reflects not
only personal hesitation but also the social
importance placed on preserving marital unity.
Speaking openly about dissatisfaction might be
perceived as threatening the stability of the
family.

Mohanty’s perspective encourages readers
to view Jaya’s silence not simply as passivity but
as a complex response to cultural and social
pressures. Jaya navigates a delicate balance
between  personal  aspirations and  the
responsibilities associated with her role as a wife
and mother.

Furthermore, the novel portrays different
female characters whose experiences reflect the
diversity of women’s lives within Indian society.
Characters such as Kusum represent the extreme
consequences of social neglect and emotional
isolation. Kusum’s tragic fate highlights the
vulnerability of women who lack supportive

family structures or social recognition.
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By presenting these varied experiences,
the novel challenges simplistic representations of
women’s oppression. Instead, it reveals how
gender inequality operates through intersecting
cultural and social factors.

In addition to its social and cultural
implications, silence in That Long Silence also
has significant psychological dimensions. The
novel explores how prolonged emotional
suppression affects women’s sense of self and
mental well-being.

Jaya’s narrative is characterized by
introspection and self-analysis. Throughout the
novel, she revisits memories of her childhood,
marriage, and personal ambitions. These
reflections reveal the gradual erosion of her
confidence and individuality over the years.

Psychologically, silence often functions
as a defense mechanism that protects individuals
from conflict or emotional pain. In Jaya’s case,
silence allows her to avoid confrontations that
might destabilize her marriage. However, this
strategy also leads to internal frustration and
emotional isolation. Her suppressed anger and
disappointment manifest through feelings of
emptiness and dissatisfaction. She frequently
questions whether her life has fulfilled her
expectations or whether she has simply adapted to
circumstances imposed upon her.

The novel also portrays how internalized
patriarchal values influence women’s
psychological development. Jaya often blames
herself for the problems in her marriage,
reflecting the tendency of women to internalize
responsibility for maintaining family harmony.
This pattern illustrates how societal expectations
can shape individuals’ emotional responses and
self-perception.

The character of Kusum provides an even
more dramatic representation of the psychological
consequences of repression. Kusum’s mental

breakdown illustrates the devastating effects of

prolonged neglect and emotional isolation. Her
tragic story serves as a warning about the dangers
of denying women emotional support and
autonomy.

Through these psychological portrayals,
the novel highlights the profound impact of
patriarchal structures on women’s mental health.
Deshpande’s narrative suggests that emotional
repression not only limits women’s freedom but
also undermines their sense of self-worth and
identity.

Another important aspect of the novel is
the role of memory in shaping identity. Jaya’s
narrative unfolds through a series of recollections
that connect past experiences with present
realizations. These memories allow her to
reinterpret her life and reconsider the choices she
made.

Memory functions as a tool for self-
reconstruction. By revisiting past events, Jaya
gradually recognizes the patterns of silence and
compromise that defined her relationships. This
reflective process enables her to understand the
social forces that influenced her decisions.

Narrative itself becomes a transformative
act. As Jaya tells her story, she organizes her
experiences into a coherent account that reveals
the contradictions and complexities of her life.
This process allows her to reclaim a sense of
agency that had been suppressed by years of
silence.

From a feminist perspective, storytelling
has often been viewed as a powerful means of
challenging dominant narratives. Women’s
personal stories can expose the hidden realities of
patriarchal oppression and create space for
alternative perspectives.

In this context, Jaya’s narrative represents
an act of self-assertion. By articulating her
thoughts and emotions, she challenges the
expectation that women should remain silent

about their struggles. Her reflections also invite
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readers to question the social norms that restrict
women’s voices.

Despite the pervasive atmosphere of
silence that characterizes much of the novel, That
Long Silence ultimately conveys a sense of
possibility and transformation. Jaya’s journey
toward self-awareness suggests that silence need
not remain permanent.

Toward the end of the novel, Jaya begins
to reconsider her relationship with Mohan and the
assumptions that have governed their marriage.
She realizes that avoiding difficult conversations
has only deepened the emotional distance
between them.

This realization marks an important
turning point in her development. Instead of
viewing silence as a necessary strategy for
survival, she begins to recognize the importance
of communication and honesty. Speaking openly
may not resolve all conflicts, but it represents a
step toward reclaiming her identity.

The novel does not provide a dramatic
resolution or complete liberation for Jaya.
Instead, it concludes with a sense of cautious
hope. Jaya’s awareness of her silence and her
desire to overcome it suggest the possibility of
change.

This subtle ending reflects Deshpande’s
realistic portrayal of women’s lives within
patriarchal societies. Transformation often occurs
gradually rather than through sudden rebellion.
The first step toward liberation lies in recognizing
the structures that limit one’s freedom.

Through its exploration of silence,
identity, and patriarchal discourse, That Long
Silence offers a profound commentary on the
challenges faced by women in modern society.

The novel demonstrates how gender roles are

reinforced through cultural expectations, family
structures, and internalized beliefs.

By examining the narrative through
multiple  theoretical  frameworks—including
feminist existentialism, discourse theory, and
postcolonial feminism—the complexity of Jaya’s
experiences becomes more evident. Her silence
reflects not only personal struggles but also
broader social dynamics that shape women’s
identities.

The novel ultimately emphasizes the
importance of voice and self-expression in the
pursuit of personal autonomy. While Jaya’s
journey is marked by hesitation and uncertainty,
her growing awareness signals the possibility of
transformation.

Deshpande’s portrayal of Jaya resonates
with many women who navigate the tension
between personal aspirations and societal
expectations. By giving voice to these
experiences, the novel contributes to ongoing
conversations about gender equality, identity, and

the power of storytelling.
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Abstract:

Manohar Malgonkar, a noted Indian English novelist, published The Devil’s Wind in 1972, which
is a historical account based on India's Freedom Struggle, particularly on the most spectacular event in
Indian history, the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, which was led by Nana Saheb, a controversial figure of this
movement. Malgonkar's novelistic imagination was greatly stimulated by the extremely stressful and
anxious period of Indian history; as a result, he wrote this novel. The Sepoy Mutiny is detailed with its
background and consequences, focusing on key figure Nana and highlighting the annexation policies of the
governor-general, Dalhousie. It discusses the revolt's origin, the exile of leaders, the Indian princes'
animosity, the introduction of offensive cartridges and the reasons for its failure. It is portrayed as a
significant turning point in modern Indian history, acknowledged by English historical accounts. There was
a turning point in Nana's life due to a policy change by the British, as Dalhousie denied him recognition as
the Raja and his father Baji Rao’s pension claim. Dalhousie aimed to eliminate local rulers in India
through the 'Doctrine of Lapse," which facilitated the British annexation of various states citing
maladministration. This policy deprived Indian rulers of the right to adopt heirs, exemplified by Nana's
exclusion as Baji Rao's legal successor. The annexation of Oudh under the pretext of maladministration
marked a turning point for the British, revealing their hostile intentions towards Indian rulers. Unable to
remain passive, Nana joins the sepoys and soon leads them to liberate princely states. Malgonkar narrates
the story of Nana from an Indian perspective without bias toward either Indians or British. He presents a
vivid narrative of the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, highlighting its significance in the Indian freedom struggle.

Keywords: Sepoy Mutiny, Freedom Struggle, Historical, Policy, British, Annexation.

Introduction: subject, Malgonkar presents the theme

Manohar Malgonkar’s The Devil’s Wind
(1972) explores India's freedom struggle,
particularly focusing on the Sepoy Mutiny of
1857 through Nana Saheb, a controversial figure
of this historical movement. Some Indian English
novelists depict the glorious past of various
royalties, showcasing political dynamics and roles
as rulers and conspirators. The Devil's Wind,
addressing decolonization, is a qualitative
addition to this tribute to Indian history. While
choosing the first national freedom struggle as his

exclusively from an Indian perspective.

Malgonkar’s The Devil’s Wind:

The Devil's Wind is recognized as a
perfect historical narrative in Indo-Anglian
fiction, which is based on the most spectacular
event in Indian history. Many key historical
events are depicted in the narrative, which
narrates the life, accomplishments, struggles and
rise and fall of Nana Saheb and other historical
figures. Numerous literary works have been
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inspired by this event, both domestically and
internationally. Around fifty accounts of this
incident produced by English authors simply
represent the British viewpoint by depicting Nana
as the antagonist. Malgonkar's portrayal of Nana,
a pivotal character in those stormy times, is
excellent. British historians previously distorted
Nana's personality. Indira Bhatt opines:

Though the protagonist belongs to history

and though Malgonkar makes no

revolutionary departures from historical
facts the novel is not history but fiction,

and a work of art and as such, it gives us a

clear insight into the actions of Nana

Saheb. The choice of Nana Saheb as the

central character of the novel limits it to a

sort of political framework, but the

questions the novel raises are about right
and wrong action, and it progresses from
earnestness to cynical pragmatism (Bhatt

19).

The major historical event has been
dramatized by Malgonkar. He contradicted this
version through extensive investigation and
creative literary skill and tried to demonstrate that
mutiny was a spontaneous outburst of
accumulated restlessness of Indians. However, the
British were able to conquer the then-feudal
monarchs with the aid of local ‘loyal soldiers.’
Their brutality and callousness toward the
populace led to their gradual but unquestionable
condemnation by everybody. Gradually, the
vengeance of Indian masses grew.

Malgonkar's primary goal is to highlight
Nana's humanity, his virtues and his vices. He
does not alter the history of the revolt just to
reflect on Nana’s role in it. He evokes the
historical event of 1857 with a concern for reality
and converts it into art and has undoubtedly
expanded our understanding of the uprising. The
Devil's Wind is a historical reflection that works
as a historical novel by inspiring critical and

creative thinking. Generally, certain significant
historical events of the national crisis have been
impressively attractive to the writers. Malgonkar's
novelistic imagination was greatly stimulated by
extremely stressful period of Indian history;
hence, he wrote this novel. The first attempt by
the new India to rebel against British control was
known as the ‘First War of Indian Independence’
or the ‘Sepoy Mutiny,' as the British termed it. It
forced the British to establish India as a prime
colony and gave the British Parliament direct
authority over the country. The novel utilizes
historical context to explore the complexities of
the modern world, focusing on political, socio-
economic and intellectual dimensions.
Malgonkar's prime concern is consciousness of
the past in the present. He depicts man as both a
creator and a byproduct of history. By portraying
man as an evolving member of society, he not
only depicts him in space and time but also in a
complex  historical ~ context. = Malgonkar
appropriately positions Nana in relation to the
historical context of the Sepoy Mutiny. He
explores Nana's ties to British officials, his
leadership during the Mutiny and his commitment
to national liberation, aiming to contextualize his
actions. Malgonkar blends imagination with
historical facts to illuminate Nana's motivations,
making the work a mixture of fact and fiction,
serving as both a historical document and a
literary creation. It narrates the story of Nana
Saheb, a nineteenth-century royal who matures
into a responsible leader during the revolt.
Through his extensive research, the novelist
competently intertwined the public and private
spheres. Malgonkar has successfully incorporated
both fiction and history and showcased Nana's
emotional life in both objective and subjective
ways. He mentions the dates of the events
meticulously while narrating the particular
happenings and provides detailed historical

settings while narrating Nana's autobiographical
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memoir, which includes themes of love,
friendship, dreams and ambitions. The narrative
connects Nana’s life to national historical events,
particularly the factual account of the revolt,
which is presented as an unchangeable part of
documented history. It explores the emotional
aspect of the Indians through the inward life of
Nana, a princely character. The fictional account
allows the novelist’s imaginative speculation that
historians cannot undertake.

A historian is bound to documented facts,
while  undocumented aspects of human
experiences remain hidden. Malgonkar examines
Nana’s inner life and motives, revealing his
vulnerabilities while faithfully representing
historical facts. The text discusses the Sepoy
Mutiny's origins, annexation policies, leader
exiles, animosity among Indian princes, the
introduction of offensive cartridges and the
revolt's failure, marking it as a pivotal moment in
modern Indian history. Villains and heroes are
often misrepresented, with the ruling class
distorting facts for their convenience, leading to a
reversal of roles. Nana exemplifies this distortion
as his natural aversion to violence and
humanitarian values were disregarded by the
British, who identified him with the crude
barbarities, which Nana explains thus:

It was that my being blown up into a

“monster of ferocity” was a deliberate act.

Our revolt had thrown up a surfeit of

British heroes but no villains to balance

them against, and they needed villainy of

the requisite magnitude to serve as a

backdrop for heroism. How hollow would

Havelock’s victories have seemed if I,

Nana Saheb, had not been their principal

objective! (Malgonkar’s The Devil’s Wind

244).

The British historians portrayed the revolt
in a manner that served their interests in

maintaining colonial rule in India. They belittled

the valour and aspirations of Indian leaders and
the masses and glorified British strength and
depicted their officers as heroes and portrayed
Indians as villains and cowards. They
intentionally overlooked the Indian perspective.
Hence, Malgonkar states that, “I discovered that
the stories of Nana and the revolt have never been
told from the Indian point of view” (Author’s
note DW). Malgonkar’s historical knowledge
establishes him as a notable creative writer. The
success of his The Devil’s Wind stems from his
storytelling ability and imaginative depth.

The novel is narrated in the first person as
if the story is told by Nana Saheb. This
autobiographical approach effectively highlights
his character and reveals his motivations in
personal and public life, showcasing his diverse
conflicts. Malgonkar says, “This, then, is Nana’s
story as I believe he might have written it himself.
It is a fiction; but it takes no liberties with
verifiable facts or even with probabilities”
(Author’s note DW). According to Indira Bhatt,
“It gives credibility to the novelist’s
psychological insights into the historically
maligned character of Nana Saheb, so that the
reader meets a sensitive and noble politician with
a warm and winning personality” (Bhatt 122).
Nana functions as both an actor and a narrator
presenting his experiences in a retrospective

manner.

Nana Saheb, an heir:

The novel has three parts. The first part
focuses on the early life of Dhondu Pant, later
known as Nana Saheb. He was born in a
conservative Brahmin family in Bithoor, where he
was named 'Dhondu.' His horoscope foretold he
would become a king. He was adopted as heir by
Baji Rao when he was three years old. Malgonkar
emphasizes that adoption was common in
princely states of the time. The narrative explores
his life, education, unfortunate marriages due to a
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curse and relationships with concubines. Baji Rao
focused on Nana's training in skills like horse
riding, fencing, swimming etc. Nana developed a
disdain for his father and feared a curse
foretelling his life would end with his successor,
warning that marital relations would result in his
wife's death. Baji Rao conducted rituals to dispel
the curse. Nana's life was profoundly impacted by
the ghost's presence, which kept him from being
married. Nana was supposed to marry Mani, Baji
Rao's goddaughter, but Baji Rao arranged her
marriage with the prince of Jhansi. He was highly
disappointed. Haunted by a curse that led to the
deaths of his first two wives, he hesitated to
remarry, fearing he would harm another.
Although he married Kashi to fulfil Baji Rao's
wish for a successor, they never lived as a couple
and maintained a distant relationship. His feelings
of guilt about Kashi's loyalty left him conflicted
over whether he was protecting her or denying
her womanhood. Nana led a happy and contented
life with his concubines, Champa and Azijan,
who were devoted and supportive.

Baji Rao II, who became Peshwa in 1796,
was compelled by the British to relinquish his
heritage and faced moral and physical decline,
who was characterized by cruelty, greed and poor
administrative skills. The novelist not only
characterizes Baji Rao but also offers a
microscopic view into the nature of princely
India. In 1802, due to some reasons, Baji Rao fled
to the British for assistance. They helped him and
sent him back to Poona with gifts and an escort of
infantry for protection. In return, Baji Rao ceded
a significant land tract to the East India Company.
Hence, he ruled as Peshwa for another sixteen
years. The narrator says, “The question is often
asked: Why did the British let him stay in power
as long as they did? Those who know the British
know the answer: they never lance a boil before it
is ready to burst nor pluck a fruit till it is ready to
fall. Having isolated the Peshwa from his

feudatories, they concentrated on the feudatories
with molelike industry” (Malgonkar 20).
Malgonkar effectively portrays Maratha history,
emphasizing the circumstances surrounding the
Maratha kingdom's annexation. Baji Rao gained
unique advantages from the British owing to
General Malcolm's errors, accepting their
conditions and receiving the village of Bithoor
near Kanpur and a substantial pension, enabling
him to lead a luxurious life. About his being
adopted by Baji Rao Nana says that, “I became
the Peshwa’s heir. If I had not been adopted, the
burden I was destined to carry through life would
certainly have been lighter, for my parents were
humble and God-fearing... Baji Rao’s load of
sins was immense, as was his worldly wealth.
Both were to come to me” (Malgonkar 18). He
could not selectively embrace the positive aspects
of his father's legacy while disregarding the
negative ones. Despite lacking respect for his
father, he concealed these feelings throughout his
life and after his father's death. He faced troubling
circumstances and learnt that the Peshwa’s heir
had owned nothing but the ‘Wada’ for his
lifetime. For Nana’s request on his claim the
government replies thus: “In thirty-three years,
the Peshwa has received the enormous sum of
more than two and a half million sterling... Those
who remain have no claim whatsoever on the
consideration of the British Government. They
have no claim on its charity either” (Malgonkar
57). When Baji Rao died the British abolished the
title and territory. Nana puts it thus, “If the British
were glad to see Baji Rao die, the Indians did not

mourn his passing either.” (Malgonkar 20).

Doctrine of Lapse and Nana’s struggle:

Nana's life changed drastically when
Dalhousie, the British Governor-General refused
to recognize him as Raja and denied his father's
pension. Consequently, he had to live as an
ordinary citizen. It was part of Dalhousie's
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'Doctrine of Lapse,' aimed at annexing states by
citing misadministration and preventing local
rulers from adopting heirs, as seen in Nana's
exclusion from succession. It led to anger and
resistance from local monarchs like Zeenat
Mahal, a Mughal queen, against British
encroachment. In February 1856, Oudh was
annexed and the revolt's strategy was devised in
Delhi by Zeenat Mahal and 'Mad Mullah. Nana,
aware of the developments, struggled with
divided loyalties and internal conflict during this
crisis. He held respect for life and was deeply
disturbed by violence, finding it difficult to
abandon his English acquaintances like the
Wheelers and Hillersdon. Nana expresses
uncertainty regarding his involvement in the
revolt, which began on May 10th, 1857, marked
by the Sepoys' march to Delhi and the massacre
of whites and Christians. He expresses thus:
“Apart from my own retainers, Englishmen were
the only people I had any intimate contact with. I
did not wish them ill” (Malgonkar 125). Despite
having good British friends, he felt that the
British had no right to rule India. He was
confused whether to be loyal to his motherland or
to his British friends.

The annexation of Oudh under the pretext
of maladministration marked a turning point for
the British, revealing their hostile intentions
towards Indian rulers. This policy fostered
political unity among Indian rulers, leading to the
conclusion that revolt was necessary to address
the political crisis. The introduction of the new
Enfield rifle, with its greased cartridges requiring
biting to load, served as a catalyst for widespread
uprising. Rumours about the use of pig fat and
beef grease in cartridges angered Hindu and
Muslim sepoys, as it threatened their religious
beliefs. Many believed the government aimed to
undermine their religions, which united both
groups against the British. This controversy
served as a catalyst for rebellion, igniting the

sepoy mutiny and inspiring the wider population
to revolt.

On May 10, the sepoys in Meerut revolted
after cruel suppression of their officers in
Barrackpore, killed them and attacked their
families before moving towards Delhi, Lucknow
and Kanpur. Nana struggled with his inherent
non-violent temperament, who believed that all
life is interconnected through a divine essence.
Despite having many white friends, he felt the
British unjustly oppressed India. Ultimately, his
love for his country superseded his affection for
his British friends. Nana believed he had an
opportunity to restore his family's honour. About
this Indira Bhatt says, “This seed of discontent
grows in Nana Saheb and when time comes, he
rises to the occasion and takes up the leadership
in the revolt against the British in spite of the fact
that he did not like bloodshed” (Bhatt 20).

Nana, the leader of the Revolt:

The second part describes Nana's actions
during the Kanpur incidents. Initially, he aims to
protect white families rather than to lead the
revolt. His sincerity and involvement in the
national freedom struggle became evident.
Unable to remain passive, he joins the sepoys and
leads them to liberate Kanpur. He expelled the
British from Kanpur with the assistance of Sepoy
and proclaimed himself the Peshwa while
recognizing Bahadur Shah as Emperor and
himself as Governor. Tantya Tope bore the
responsibility of fighting for Nana. Despite the
conflict, he had no ill will towards the British and
sought to protect the white families taking refuge
in  Wheeler’s  Entrenchment, considering
relocating them for their safety. Despite
preventive measures, some soldiers from
Allahabad and Banaras regiments opened fire,
leading to a massacre at Satichaura Ghat. The
situation went out of control during the Satichaura

and Bibighar tragedies. Despite this, efforts were
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made to halt the shooting, resulting in the saving
of some wounded women and children, who were
then held as prisoners at the Emperor in Kanpur
and Poona on June 30, 1857.

The revolt at Lucknow was spearheaded
by prominent leaders, specifically the Begum of
Oudh Hazarat Mahal and Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi,
who fiercely resisted colonial rule. The conflict's
roots can be traced to Mangal Pande, a soldier
who became a martyr for his rebellion against
superiors at Barrackpur. This indicates that the
1857 incident was localized and did not uniformly
spread across India, suggesting lack of a singular,
unified direction in the revolt. The Moguls and
the Marathas allied to defeat the British, restoring
the Marathas' saffron banner. However, Nana,
who agreed to assist, felt regretful and mournful
after the capture of Delhi, facing accusations of
being responsible for the ensuing tragedies. About
this Amur says: Nana Saheb defends himself
vigorously against the charges of responsibility
for the Satichaura massacres and the Bibighar
tragedy. He was not present at the scene of the
Satichaura killing... He himself had acted
quickly, stopped the shooting and though he
could not prevent the killing of men, had saved
the women and children (Amur 128-29). Amur
raises a question, “How is it then that on the basis
of these two incidents he had acquired the
reputation a monster?” (Amur 129). Nana is
characterized by British historians as a cruel
figure, but he argues that he had no personal
vendetta against the British, noting that war
inevitably involves killings. He sincerely wished
that the war could be avoided.

The city celebrated the regain of freedom
as the English were expelled from Poona, Delhi,
Satara and Kanpur. However, this happiness was
brief in the context of Nana's life marked by
sadness and struggle. The British, under
Havelock's command, leveraged their superior
firepower and experienced leadership, utilizing

the new Enfield rifle to attack Nana’s forces from
a distance, preventing an equal fight. The Sikhs,
aligning with the British, exhibited cruelty
towards their compatriots to demonstrate loyalty,
deeply troubling Nana, who  witnessed
countrymen killing one another. The British flag
was raised over Kanpur. Despite losing the battle,
Nana remained hopeful, inspired by ongoing
resistance from Jhansi Rani, Tantya Topi and
Begam Hazrat Mahal, believing the tide could
turn in his favour. He rescued Eliza Wheeler, a
victim of Satichaura event. He quickly amassed a
sizable troop and managed to drive the British
soldiers back, temporarily gaining control of
Kanpur. However, this victory was short-lived as
the fall of Delhi demoralized the troops, with
loyal sepoys aiding the British in reclaiming the
territory, leaving him disheartened by the betrayal
of his fellow natives. It was a pathetic state of
degradation of its own people. The British
regained control over Kanpur, declaring Nana an
outlaw with a bounty of one lakh rupees and
sought refuge in Nepal. He was blamed for the
Satichaura and Bibighar tragedies, earning the
reputation of being the country's greatest villain.
It made him saddened. He says, “Satichaura and
Bibighar are monuments to our brutality. ‘Look
and be ashamed,’ the world will forever admonish
us” (Malgonkar 219). Malgonkar portrays Nana's
grief as he deals with loss and treachery, having
previously been a freedom fighter before turning

into an outlaw.

Nana, an Estranged Man:

The third part depicts Nana's defeat at
Kanpur, his escape, the fall of Delhi, British
atrocities in Lucknow and subsequent events,
including the second fall of Kanpur and the
destruction in Bithoor. It highlights that history
often favours the victors, placing the blame for
destruction on the vanquished. Jung Bahadur, the
Prime Minister of Nepal, exploits Nana's
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vulnerabilities, revealing secrets for a monetary
gain of one lakh rupees. As a consequence, Nana
loses his wife Kashi and endures the humiliation
of allowing her to stay with Bahadur, incurring a
daily cost of one thousand rupees, which leads
him to sell his ancestral Naulakha necklace. He
feels guilty for not treating his wife, Kashi, as she
deserves, yet he is deeply troubled and upset by
her infidelity. Indira Bhatt comments that,

Malgonkar has portrayed the Indian

husband enraged at the idea of his wife

being willing to live with another man, his
ego is hurt, he is worried about what the
society would say and yet finally he accepts
the situation. His reason tells him that what

Kashi has done is only the logical outcome,

he releases her from the cruel bondage of

her curse” (Bhatt 27).

Nana overcame the shock of his wife's
infidelity through the love and warmth of Eliza,
who chose to live with him. Amur says, “He has
already withdrawn himself from active life and in
the jungles of Terai where Jung Bahadur allows
him to live, he finds the peace he now seeks... he
finds all his losses compensated by the domestic
bliss he finds in Eliza Wheeler’s company”
(Amur 130-31). Nana gets heavenly bliss in the
company of Eliza and their child. Like Ram and
Sita, they led a contented life for fourteen years.
He says, “This surely was nirvana, a state of
being freed from the coils of life." Once again
there was a woman to love and a child to address
me as father” (Malgonkar 284). He led a more
satisfying life than his stay at Bithoor Wada or as
a short-lived Peshwa.

From the Terai jungles, he sent a letter to
Queen Victoria thus. “All I want to understand is
that I am not a murderer, but at the same time you
have no enemy more determined than myself. So
long as I live, I shall fight” (Malgonkar 279). In
1873, due to political situations in Nepal, he
returned to India. During his visit to Kanpur, he

encountered memorials  honouring  British
casualties, which deeply distressed him as he
found his name inscribed among those deemed
responsible for the atrocities committed against
women and children. He resists that and felt by
this logic; Queen Victoria’s name should also be
prominently featured on memorials for her
accountability in British actions. History is often
recorded by the victors, overshadowing the
narratives of the defeated.

Later on with the assistance of Jayaji
Scindia of Gwalior, Nana embarks on a journey to
Mecca, hoping that his efforts to save India will
one day be commemorated. In The Devil’s Wind,
Malgonkar uses his creativity to construct a
memorial for Nana Saheb, articulating his
perspective in literature. In a way, it serves as a
memento to a man who contributed significantly
to his country but ended up spending his final
days in Constantinople, far away from his
country. Amur opines, “It is necessary for the
Indians to develop a sense of history and come to
terms with their past and Malgonkar performs a
useful task in representing the mysterious and
controversial figure of Nana in the Indian
perspective” (Amur 125). Amur feels that “The
last image of Nana Saheb that the book leaves,
however, is that of a man completely at peace
with himself, though forced to live in an alien
land” (Amur 132). One can find justification for
this assessment in Nana's words at the end of the
novel, “This pale world is not mine. The vivid
colours of my land and profound silence of the
Ganges are somehow closer to me than my
surroundings. And yet [ do not yearn to go back. I
have crossed the Ganges for the last time. The
embers I carry are for warmth on this oasis halt,
not for fanning another sacred fire, but I know
they will last me through the night” (Malgonkar
314).

Regarding Malgonkar’s portrayal of
Nana, Amur feels that, “After all what Malgonkar
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has attempted to do is not to set up Nana Sahib as
a great hero and martyr but to restore to him his
Indian identity and human dignity, as only a
novelist could have done” (Amur 132-33). Amur
comments on the novelist thus: “Malgonkar’s
immense narrative power is put to effective use in
The Devil’s Wind and the descriptive passages...
It will be conceded, I suppose, that Malgonkar
has succeeded in restoring to the image of Nana
Saheb its basic humanity and in setting the record
straight” (Amur 133-34).

Malgonkar narrates the story from an
Indian perspective without bias toward either
Indians or British. He presents both viewpoints
with artistic detachment, criticizing British
savagery and the brutality of the ‘Loyal Sepoys,’
while consciously avoiding prejudices. He
presents a clear and imaginative realism in his
depiction of the event, without using history as a
mere backdrop or imposing his own thoughts. He
balances subjective insights into the psychology
of both Indian revolutionaries and British masters
while maintaining an objective view of the
events. By doing so, he blends narrative and
analysis skilfully in his Indo-English novels. His
storytelling presents the reader with a vivid
experience, akin to cinematography. Malgonkar
has meticulously researched to craft Nana's
character authentically. He presents a vivid
narrative of the Sepoy Mutiny, highlighting its
significance in the Indian freedom struggle.

The Devil’s Wind is acclaimed for its
engaging storytelling, detailing historical events
like Dalhousie's annexation and the massacres
that ensued, making a stern chapter of history
come alive through imaginative interpretations. In
contrast to earlier historians who favoured the
British narrative, Malgonkar offers a more
faithful recounting of history, especially
regarding events involving Nana. His work
captures the vibrancy of the past while presenting
a balanced view that acknowledges both the

strengths and weaknesses of Nana, and the
actions of both Indians and the British. He is
portrayed as a complex human being with both
virtues and flaws, rather than as an inhuman
monster or a saintly hero. He presents Nana's
arguments logically, enhancing historical truth
and allowing for wvaried interpretations of
historical facts. He skilfully blends art and history
using his imagination to shape the narrative,
highlighting Nana's key qualities. The novel
portrays a struggle between freedom fighters and
various adversaries, transcending a mere
historical account to reveal profound insights into
life. Indira Bhatt opines, “Though the protagonist
belongs to history and though Malgonkar makes
no revolutionary departures from the historical
facts the novel is not history but fiction, and a
work of art as such, it gives us a clear insight into
the actions of Nana Saheb” (Bhatt 19). In The
Devil’s Wind, Malgonkar asserts that history
transcends mere biography of rulers; it elucidates
the context and dynamics of historical movements
and events, positioning it as a higher form of
literature than traditional history books.
Malgonkar's portrayal of historical figures
reflects extensive research, presenting Nana in a
complex light—both brave and emotionally weak.
The novel beautifully describes the battles waged
for freedom by Nana, who, despite his hedonistic
tendencies, remained committed to the national
cause. In Malgonkar's portrayal, the character
Nana experiences a significant transformation in
attitude and life, depicted as a courageous and
tactful leader who adeptly handles challenging
situations to protect his kingdom. He
demonstrates coolness in adversity, resoluteness
in war, and prudence in decision-making,
underscoring his humanity. Regarding the
characterization, Sinha opines thus:
Malgonkar analyses his characters and
events with a bit of detachment
characteristic of an historian. But his
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success lies in individualizing his
characters. He individualizes even his flat
characters... Malgonkar is a consummate
artist. He makes use of all possible
devices to create life-like characters
emerging in flesh and blood, affirming
their identity in their interaction with
events. Malgonkar’s obvious love of plot,
story and action in the novel has not
impaired his sense of characterization
(Maheshwari 18).

Conclusion:

Malgonkar utilizes a mix of fiction and
historical fact in exploring Nana's personal life,
striving for a balanced understanding of historical
novels. The novel effectively captures
Malgonkar's interpretation of Nana Saheb,
presenting an authentic portrayal despite its
fictitious context. The Devil’s Wind skilfully
merges fact and fiction, creating a compelling

representation of Nana Saheb.
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Abstract:

This paper examines how the concept of individualism is expressed in the poetry of William
Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, two foundational figures of English Romanticism. While both
poets place the individual at the heart of their creative vision, they approach this idea from markedly
different directions. Wordsworth ties individual identity to the natural world, to memory, and to ordinary
human experience. Coleridge, by contrast, locates the individual’s significance in the power of the
imagination, in psychological depth, and in a fascination with the supernatural and the unknown. Through
a close reading of selected poems, including “Tintern Abbey,” “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,” “The
Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” and “Kubla Khan”, this paper argues that Romantic individualism is not a
single or fixed idea but a fundamentally dual concept: at once rooted in the external, natural world, and
shaped by the internal, imaginative mind.

The study also reflects on the continued relevance of Romantic individualism in shaping
contemporary understandings of identity and human experience.
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Introduction: memories, perceptions, and visions, held as much

The Romantic Age did not simply change truth and value as any philosophical system or
the subjects of English poetry, it changed social institution.
the way poets understood the human self. Yet Romantic individualism was never a

Spanning roughly the late eighteenth to simple or wuniform idea. Different poets
the mid-nineteenth century, the Romantic understood and expressed it in different ways,
movement marked one of the most significant depending on their philosophical beliefs, personal

shifts in the history of English literature. In place temperaments, and creative visions. This

of the formal rules, rational argument, and social
concerns that had governed Neo-Classical poetry,
the Romantics placed personal emotion,
subjective experience, and the life of the
individual at the very centre of creative thought.
To be Romantic was to believe that the inner

world of a single human being, their feelings,

complexity is most vividly illustrated in the works
of two poets who, despite being close friends and
collaborators, represent strikingly different faces
of the Romantic self: William Wordsworth
(1770-1850) and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
(1772-1834).
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Together, Wordsworth and Coleridge
produced Lyrical Ballads (1798), the collection
widely regarded as the founding text of English
Romanticism. Yet the kind of individual they
imagined and celebrated in their poetry could
hardly be more different. Wordsworth’s
individual is grounded, emotional, and deeply
connected to the rhythms of the natural world and
the quiet movements of memory. Coleridge’s
individual is visionary, psychologically complex,
and drawn toward the mysterious, the
supernatural, and the limits of human imaginative
power.

This paper argues that the two poets
together illuminate a dual structure at the heart of
Romantic individualism: one dimension turned
outward, toward the world of nature and shared
human experience; and another turned inward,
toward the hidden depths of the creative and
psychological mind. By examining key poems
from both poets, this study demonstrates how
their  contrasting approaches deepen our
understanding of what it meant, in the Romantic
Age, to be a self.

In revisiting these Romantic constructions
of the self, this paper also engages with
contemporary discourses on identity, subjectivity,
and the individual’s relationship to nature and

society in the modern world.

Understanding Romantic Individualism: A
Brief Context:

To appreciate what Wordsworth and
Coleridge were doing, it helps to understand what
they were reacting against. In the Neo-Classical
tradition of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, poetry was largely governed by rules
inherited from ancient Greek and Roman writers.
Poets were expected to observe formal
conventions, to treat universal themes in a
measured and rational way, and to subordinate

personal feeling to shared public concerns. The

great subject of Neo-Classical poetry was not the
individual soul but human nature in general,
viewed from a respectable, civilised, and social
distance.

Romanticism challenged this entire
framework. For the Romantic poets, personal
experience was not a distraction from truth but its
most direct path. The individual, their sensations,
emotions, memories, and imaginings, was not an
obstacle to universal understanding but the very
medium through which such understanding could
be reached. To feel deeply, to perceive keenly,
and to imagine boldly were not signs of self-
indulgence but of the highest human capacity.

This shift was also shaped by broader
historical forces. The French Revolution had
demonstrated the power of individual conscience
and collective feeling. The Industrial Revolution
was transforming the landscape and displacing
communities, making the question of the
individual’s relationship to nature newly urgent.
And advances in philosophy, particularly the
work of Immanuel Kant and later German
idealists, had raised new questions about the role
of the mind in shaping experience.

Against this background, Wordsworth and
Coleridge developed their shared and contrasting

visions of the Romantic individual.

William Wordsworth: The Individual Rooted
in Nature:
Nature as Moral and Spiritual Teacher:

For Wordsworth, the most important
relationship in a human life is the relationship
between the individual and the natural world.
Nature is not merely a beautiful setting for human
drama; it is a living, active presence that shapes
the individual’s character, deepens their moral
sense, and opens them to spiritual truths that
rational argument cannot reach.

Nature never did betray the heart that

loved her; ‘tis her privilege, through all
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the years of this our life, to lead from joy

to joy., Wordsworth, Tintern Abbey

This belief is expressed with great depth
and feeling in “Lines Composed a Few Miles
above Tintern Abbey” (1798), one of
Wordsworth’s most celebrated poems. Returning
to the Wye Valley after five years away, the
speaker reflects on how the memory of this
landscape has sustained him through the noise
and pressure of city life. He describes how, in his
darkest hours, the recollected scene has come to
him “like a dream,” restoring his sense of peace
and renewing his capacity for moral feeling.

What makes the poem especially rich is
its account of how the individual’s relationship
with nature changes over time. As a child,
Wordsworth experienced nature as pure physical
sensation, he ran through the woods “like a roe,”
with no thought beyond the immediate pleasure of
movement and sound. As an adult, that early
sensory joy has deepened into something more
spiritual: a sense of a “presence” pervading the
natural world, a mysterious force that connects all
living things and that the poet calls a “spirit”
dwelling in the mind of man, in nature, and in all

things.

Memory and the Architecture of the Self:

Central to Wordsworth’s understanding of
the individual is the role of memory. For him, the
self is not simply what we are in the present
moment but the accumulated record of all we
have experienced and felt in the past. The act of
remembering is not passive or nostalgic, it is a
creative act through which the self constructs its
own history and comes to understand its own
nature.

This idea reaches its fullest expression in
The Prelude (completed 1805, published 1850),
Wordsworth’s  long autobiographical poem
tracing the “growth of a poet’s mind.”
Throughout the poem, he identifies what he calls

“spots of time”, moments of intense experience,
often in nature, that leave permanent impressions
on the developing self. One such moment
involves the young Wordsworth stealing a boat at
night and being overwhelmed by a sense of guilt
and awe as a dark cliff seems to rise up and stride
after him. Though the experience was frightening,
Wordsworth credits it with deepening his moral
imagination and enlarging his sense of the natural
world’s power.

There are in our existence spots of time,

that with distinct pre-eminence retain a

renovating virtue... Our minds are

nourished and invisibly repaired.,

Wordsworth, The Prelude

For Wordsworth, these memories are not
mere recollections; they are the building blocks of
the individual self. The person we become is, in a
deep sense, the person our memories of nature

have made us.

The Dignity of Ordinary Life:

A further dimension of Wordsworth’s
vision of individualism is his insistence on the
moral and poetic dignity of ordinary people living
ordinary lives. Unlike earlier poets who
celebrated kings, warriors, or mythological
heroes, Wordsworth turned his attention to
shepherds, farmers, beggars, and children, people
living close to the land and far from the artificial
values of educated society.

This democratic spirit, expressed clearly
in the famous Preface to Lyrical Ballads (1800),
reflects Wordsworth’s belief that genuine human
feeling is not the exclusive property of the
educated or the privileged. Every individual who
loves, suffers, works, and endures is worthy of
poetic  attention. The rural labourer, in
Wordsworth’s poetry, often becomes a figure of
quiet heroism, someone whose deep relationship

with the natural world has given them a kind of
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wisdom that no amount of book-learning can
provide.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge: The Individual as
Imaginative Visionary:

The Primacy of Imagination:

If Wordsworth’s individual is defined by
emotional attentiveness and a relationship with
the external world, Coleridge’s individual is
defined by the power and restlessness of the
imagination. For Coleridge, imagination was not
one mental faculty among many but the supreme
human capacity, the force that elevated human
beings above mere perception and allowed them
to create new realities from the raw material of
experience.

In his critical work Biographia Literaria
(1817), Coleridge drew a famous distinction
between Fancy and Imagination. Fancy, for
Coleridge, is a lower faculty that merely
recombines existing images and ideas in novel
arrangements. Imagination, by contrast, is a truly
creative power: the Primary Imagination gives
initial form and meaning to our perception of the
world, while the Secondary Imagination, the
imagination of the poet, actively dissolves,
reshapes, and recreates experience into something
entirely new. This Secondary Imagination is what
makes art possible and what distinguishes the
truly creative individual from everyone else.

The primary imagination I hold to be the

living power and prime agent of all

human perception... a repetition in the
finite mind of the eternal act of creation.,

Coleridge, Biographia Literaria

The Supernatural and the Guilty Self:
Coleridge’s belief in the transforming
power of imagination finds its most powerful
expression in his supernatural poems, especially
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” (1798). This
extraordinary ballad tells the story of a sailor who
shoots an albatross, a creature of nature and a

symbol of good omen, and who is condemned, as
a result, to an almost inconceivable sequence of
suffering: the death of his crew, a haunted voyage
on a becalmed sea, a vision of spectral ships and
skeletal figures, and finally a wandering existence
in which he is compelled to repeat his tale to
strangers.

On the surface, the poem is a tale of
supernatural horror and punishment. But at its
deeper level, it is a searching psychological study
of guilt, isolation, and the longing for redemption.
The Mariner’s crime, seemingly motiveless, an
act of pure destructive will, alienates him from
the community of nature and from the fellowship
of human society. His suffering is both external
(the deaths around him, the physical torments he
endures) and internal  (the  agonising
consciousness of his guilt, the inability to pray,
the sense of being cut off from all life).

The moment of redemption, when it
comes, is significant: the Mariner unconsciously
blesses the water snakes he had previously
regarded with disgust, and at that moment the
albatross falls from his neck. Redemption,
Coleridge suggests, comes not through rational
understanding or deliberate moral effort but
through an involuntary movement of love and
sympathy, precisely the kind of feeling that the

imagination, at its deepest, makes possible.

The Dream Vision and the Limits of
Imagination:

A different but equally important
dimension of Coleridge’s individual is explored
in “Kubla Khan” (published 1816), a poem he
claimed came to him in a dream. The poem
describes the magnificent pleasure dome of the
Mongol emperor Kubla Khan, set in a landscape
that combines paradise and danger, sunlit pleasure
gardens bordered by “caverns measureless to
man” and an ancient river that plunges into “a

sunless sea.”
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What gives the poem its haunting quality
is its account, in the final section, of a visionary
experience the poet almost had: a memory of an
Abyssinian maid playing music so beautiful that,
if he could only recapture it in his mind, he would
be able to recreate the pleasure dome itself in
song. But the vision will not return, it remains
tantalizingly out of reach. The poem thus
becomes a meditation on the painful gap between
the imagination’s vision and the artist’s ability to
realise it in art.

Could I revive within me her symphony

and song, to such a deep delight ‘twould

win me, that with music loud and long, I

would build that dome in air., Coleridge,

Kubla Khan

For Coleridge, the individual creative
mind is always reaching beyond what it can fully
express. This yearning, for visions too vast and
too beautiful to be fully captured in words, is both
the glory and the torment of the poetic self.
Unlike Wordsworth, whose individual is often
consoled and healed by nature and memory,
Coleridge’s individual is frequently haunted and
unfulfilled, driven by visions that cannot be

sustained.

A Comparative Reading: Contrasts and
Convergences:

Having examined each poet separately, it
is now possible to bring their visions into direct
and illuminating comparison.

Nature: Benevolent Presence vs. Moral Arena:

The most striking difference between the
two poets is in their relationship to the natural
world. For Wordsworth, nature is essentially
benevolent, a teacher, a healer, and a guide. The
natural world does not threaten the individual; it
nurtures and shapes them. Even its more powerful
manifestations, storms, mountains, dark nights,
are ultimately experienced as morally formative

rather than destructive.

Coleridge’s natural world is far more ambiguous.
In “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” the sea is
an alien and terrifying environment, indifferent to
human suffering. The killing of the albatross, a
violation of the bond between the human
individual and the natural world, sets off a
catastrophic chain of consequences. Nature, in
Coleridge, can punish and overwhelm. It is not
simply a refuge but a moral arena in which the
individual’s choices have cosmic consequences.

Memory vs. Imagination as Creative Powers:

A second key contrast lies in the creative
faculty each poet privileges. Wordsworth’s
creative power is memory, the capacity to return
to past experience, to relive it imaginatively, and
to draw from it a deeper understanding of the self
and the world. Memory, for Wordsworth, is
stabilising and healing. It provides continuity
between past and present, and it is the foundation
on which the self builds its identity over time.

For Coleridge, the primary creative power is
imagination, active, restless, and transformative.
Imagination does not simply recall the past; it
creates new realities. But this creative power is
also, in Coleridge’s poetry, a source of anxiety.
The imagination can open the self to visions of
terrible beauty that it cannot fully sustain or
express, leaving the individual haunted by what it
glimpsed but could not hold.

Shared Ground: The Poet as Special
Individual:

Despite these differences, Wordsworth
and Coleridge share important common ground.
Both believe that the poet is a special kind of
individual, someone whose heightened capacity
for feeling, perception, and imagination gives
them access to truths that ordinary consciousness
cannot reach. Both believe that the individual’s
inner life is as real, as important, and as worthy of
serious attention as the external world. And both
believe that the relationship between the human
self and the wider world, whether natural or
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supernatural, is charged with meaning, mystery,
and moral significance.

In this sense, the two poets are better
understood as complementary than as simply
opposed. Together, their contrasting visions make
up a fuller picture of the Romantic individual than

either could provide alone.

Broader Significance and Contemporary
Relevance:

In an era increasingly defined by
technological mediation, environmental crisis,
and psychological fragmentation, the concerns
explored by Wordsworth and Coleridge acquire
renewed urgency.

The concerns explored by Wordsworth
and Coleridge are not merely of historical
interest. They continue to speak directly to
questions that matter deeply in the contemporary
world.

Wordsworth’s  insistence  on  the
importance of the individual’s relationship with
the natural world anticipates many of the central
concerns of modern environmental thought. His
belief that human beings who are cut off from
nature, who live entirely within artificial, urban,
and commercial environments, become morally
and spiritually impoverished is one that resonates
powerfully in an age of ecological crisis, mass
urbanisation, and widespread anxiety about
mental health. The idea that healing and renewal
require a return to attentive engagement with the
natural world is one that contemporary writers,
therapists, and ecologists continue to develop and
defend.

Coleridge’s exploration of the
psychological interior of the individual, its
dreams, visions, guilts, and obsessions,
anticipates the development of modern
psychology and psychoanalysis. His poetry dares
to go where Wordsworth’s more measured verse
does not: into the nightmarish, the irrational, and

the morally damaged dimensions of the self. “The
Rime of the Ancient Mariner” in particular reads
like a proto-psychological case study in trauma,
guilt, and the compulsive need to narrate one’s
experience in order to process and survive it.
Together, the two poets suggest that a
fully developed individual requires both an
outward orientation, a sensitive, attentive
engagement with the natural world, and an inward
one, a courageous and honest exploration of the
creative and psychological depths of the self. This
dual vision of what it means to be an individual is
one of Romanticism’s most enduring gifts to

Western culture.

Conclusion:

Romantic individualism, in the hands of

Wordsworth and Coleridge, proves to be

not one thing but two, and, in being two,

becomes something far richer than either
alone.

This paper has argued that the contrasting
visions of individualism in the poetry of William
Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge
together define a dual structure at the heart of
English Romanticism. Wordsworth’s individual is
shaped by a deep, loving, and emotionally
sustained relationship with nature, by the creative
power of memory, and by a democratic sympathy
for ordinary human life. Coleridge’s individual is
shaped by the restless transforming power of the
imagination, by a fascination with the
supernatural and the psychologically extreme, and
by an acute sense of the gap between visionary
aspiration and creative achievement.

These two visions are not contradictions
to be resolved but tensions to be lived with,
because the Romantic movement itself was built
on such tensions. It celebrated both the world
outside the self and the world within it; both the
consolations of nature and the terrors of the
imagination; both the quiet dignity of ordinary
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experience and the intoxicating strangeness of
visionary excess.

To read Wordsworth and Coleridge
together is to encounter the full complexity of
what it meant, in the Romantic Age, to take the
individual seriously, not as an isolated atom of
consciousness, but as a being whose identity is
formed by relationship: with the natural world,
with time and memory, with the depths of the
creative mind, and with the mysterious forces that
lie just beyond the reach of rational
understanding.

That this complexity remains compelling,
and these poems remain widely read and deeply
felt, is a testament to the enduring power of the
Romantic imagination and to the questions about
selfhood, creativity, and human experience that
Wordsworth and Coleridge were bold enough to

ask.
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Abstract:

Banu Mushtaq’s Heart Lamp is a collection of twelve short stories that examines women’s lives
under the pressure of patriarchy, kinship, religious authority, and social respectability. Rather than
depicting women as passive sufferers, the stories reveal subjectivity as something that persists through
hesitation, emotional intelligence, irony, strategic silence, and occasional acts of defiance. This article
argues that Heart Lamp should not be read as a text that simply “gives voice” to women, but as one that
makes visible the complex forms of selfhood already present in women’s lives. Through stories such as
“Stone Slabs for Shaista Mahal,” “Black Cobras,” “Heart Lamp,” “A Taste of Heaven,” and “Be a
Woman Once, Oh Lord!,” Mushtaq shows how domestic space, reproductive burden, abandonment, and
social judgment shape women’s speech and silence. The collection’s political force lies in its refusal to
sentimentalize suffering while still insisting on the dignity, intelligence, and endurance of women living
within unequal structures.
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Introduction:

Questions of representation remain central
to feminist literary criticism, especially when
literature turns toward women whose lives are
shaped by unequal social relations. Heart Lamp is
especially important because it does not isolate
women from their environments; instead, it places
them inside family systems, neighborhood
expectations, marriage arrangements, and
religious authority. The result is a fiction of social
pressure, where the personal is never merely
personal.

The collection’s title itself invites
interpretation. A heart lamp suggests inner light,
but in Mushtaq’s fiction that light survives only
under strain. Women are often pushed into
silence, yet their silence is never empty. It may

contain fear, endurance, grief, calculation, or

resistance. In this sense, the stories challenge the
familiar phrase “voicing the voiceless,” because
the women in Heart Lamp are not voiceless in any
absolute way; rather, their voices are ignored,
managed, or rendered insignificant by the worlds
they inhabit.

This article argues that Heart Lamp
represents women as socially constrained but
internally active subjects. Through several of the
collection’s stories, Mushtaq demonstrates that
patriarchy works not only through violence, but
also through everyday habits, emotional neglect,
and the quiet normalization of inequality. The
stories reveal how women continue to interpret,
respond to, and sometimes resist the conditions

imposed on them.
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Domestic Pressure:

One of the strongest features of Heart
Lamp is its insistence that the home is not a
private refuge but a site of power. In “Stone Slabs
for Shaista Mahal,” Shaista’s life shows how
affection and domination can coexist within
marriage. Her husband’s imagined tribute to her
has the appearance of love, yet the story gradually
reveals that this sentiment cannot protect her from
repeated pregnancy, bodily exhaustion, and the
slow erasure of her needs.

The story is especially effective because
Shaista is not written as a helpless figure. She
thinks about her children, considers her body, and
recognizes the costs of continuing to bear
children. That awareness matters. It shows that
Mushtaq’s women are not merely acted upon;
they interpret their own situations. The contrast
between the husband’s grand language and the
plain reality of domestic burden exposes the gap
between male performance and female
experience. What is promised as honor becomes,
in practice, another structure of obligation.

This pattern repeats across the collection.
Women are repeatedly expected to absorb pain so
that family life can continue without disruption.
Their labour is emotional as well as physical: they
calm, endure, mediate, forgive, and conceal.
Mushtaq’s fiction is powerful because it refuses
to treat this labour as natural. It shows that the
domestic sphere is not outside history or politics;
it is one of the places where patriarchy is most

efficiently reproduced.

Voice and Silence:

Silence in Heart Lamp should not be read
as emptiness. In these stories, silence often carries
pressure, calculation, or hurt that cannot yet be
safely expressed. A woman may remain quiet
because speaking would change nothing, because
she has been disciplined into restraint, or because
silence is the only available form of dignity.

Mushtaq understands this complexity and uses it
to deepen the emotional texture of the stories.

“Black Cobras” is a good example of this.
Aashraf’s situation is defined by abandonment,
poverty, and institutional indifference, yet the
story does not reduce her to pure victimhood. Her
movement from one authority figure to another
reveals not only her desperation but also her
persistence. She keeps returning, asking, waiting,
and insisting, even when the men who control
access to justice refuse to respond. In this sense,
her silence is not passivity; it is the silence of a
woman whose words are repeatedly forced into
hostile spaces.

The story’s emotional power also lies in
how it exposes the difference between male
indifference and female recognition. The men
with power delay, deflect, and hide behind
procedure, while the women around Aashraf
eventually respond with sorrow and anger. That
difference matters because it shows how voice in
Heart Lamp is tied to ethical listening. Some
characters are granted authority without
responsibility; others are denied authority even
when they speak from necessity. Mushtaq makes

that contradiction central to the story’s structure.

Abandonment and Return:

2

The title story, “Heart Lamp,” is among
the clearest examples of how Mushtaq links
family life to social cruelty. Mehrun returns to her
parental home after being abandoned by her
husband, hoping for support. Instead, she
encounters the logic of shame. Her suffering is
treated less as an emergency than as a stain that

must be managed carefully.

This is one of the collection’s most
important insights: women are often punished
twice. First, they suffer in marriage; then they are
made to feel that suffering itself is a social
burden. Mehrun’s family does not simply fail to
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protect her. It interprets her pain through the lens
of reputation, marriageability, and inconvenience.
In doing so, it reveals how patriarchy operates
through women as well as men, because the
maintenance of family honor often depends on
women’s compliance.

The final scene, in which Mechrun is
pulled back from self-destruction by her daughter
Salma, is not simply sentimental rescue. It is a
scene of interruption, bodily contact, and
relational force. Salma does not solve the crisis,
but she changes its meaning. The scene matters
because it shifts the story away from abstraction
and back into lived attachment. Women in Heart
Lamp are frequently denied public power, but
their relationships with children, mothers, and

other women remain a source of moral intensity.

Aging and Loss:

“A Taste of Heaven” broadens the
collection’s feminist vision by turning to age,
memory, and the emotional life of older women.
Bi Dadi’s prayer rug is not a decorative object. It
embodies routine devotion, habit, and the
accumulated dignity of a life shaped by
discipline. When it is damaged, the pain is not
exaggerated. It is simply taken seriously, which is
precisely why the scene is moving.

The story is important because it shows
how women’s attachments are often dismissed
when they do not look politically grand. Bi Dadi’s
grief may appear small in comparison with the
crises of abandonment or violence elsewhere in
the collection, but Mushtaq refuses that hierarchy.
She understands that for older women, objects
can become repositories of selfhood. Losing them
can feel like losing continuity with one’s own life.

The children’s attempt to console Bi Dadi
through imaginative play is touching, but it also
reveals the limits of the household’s
understanding. Their act of consolation is
affectionate, yet it cannot fully answer the depth

of her loss. The story therefore holds tenderness
and insufficiency together. It reminds readers that
emotional care in Heart Lamp is often partial,
improvised, and shaped by what families cannot

provide.

Moral Failure:

“The Shroud” extends the collection’s
concern with women’s lives into the domain of
ethical responsibility. Here, the central issue is
not bodily suffering in the usual sense, but the
failure to honor a promise. The story shows how
religious gestures and social respectability can
conceal moral inconsistency. What matters is not
only that a promise is broken, but that the
breaking of it is made easier by class distance and
the casual superiority of the more privileged
woman.

The story’s strength lies in its refusal to
let piety substitute for ethics. A religious gift or
journey means little if it does not lead to actual
care for another person. Mushtaq uses this story
to show that oppression is not limited to direct
violence. It can also appear in neglect,
forgetfulness, and the quiet assumption that one
person’s comfort matters more than another’s
trust.

This is one reason Heart Lamp works so
well as feminist fiction. Its ethical vision is not
restricted to male-female relations. It also reveals
how class, religious performance, and domestic
hierarchy shape women’s treatment of one
another. The result is a far richer picture of social
life than a simple victim-oppressor model would

allow.

Prayer as Protest:

“Be a Woman Once, Oh Lord!” is the
collection’s most direct act of protest. Its power
lies in the way it turns prayer into accusation. The
speaker does not ask for abstract justice; she asks
God to experience womanhood from inside. That
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demand is radical because it refuses the distance
that usually protects power from pain.

The story works through accumulation.
Marriage, pregnancy, humiliation, exclusion, and
replacement are not presented as isolated events
but as part of a social pattern. The details are
domestic, but their force 1is structural. A
husband’s demand, a mother’s helplessness, a
daughter’s absence, and a locked house all
become part of the same argument: womanhood,
as socially organized in the story, is a condition of
repeated dispossession.

What makes this story especially strong is
that its anger is not merely emotional. It is
formally precise. The prayer structure allows the
speaker to accuse without abandoning the
language of faith. That tension gives the story its
force. Mushtaq shows that religious language can
be used not only to justify suffering, but also to
expose it.

This matters because translated literature
can sometimes flatten difference into universal
themes. Heart Lamp avoids that risk when it
preserves the particulars of speech, ritual, and
domestic life. Its women are not generic symbols
of oppression. They belong to specific social
settings, and their experiences are shaped by
those settings in precise ways. Translation
therefore becomes not a replacement for the
original but a means of widening the text’s moral
and literary reach.

The collection’s global visibility also
changes the scale of its significance. What might
once have been read as regional social fiction
now participates in wider debates about gender,
religion, and marginality. That expansion is
important, but the stories remain strongest when
they are read closely, as narratives of ordinary
lives under pressure rather than as broad

statements about womanhood in general.

Conclusion:

Heart Lamp is most powerful when read
as a study of how subjectivity survives under
constraint. Its women are not voiceless in a
simple sense, but they are often denied the
conditions that would make their speech effective.
Mushtaq’s fiction captures that tension through
carefully observed domestic scenes, moments of
abandonment, and forms of care that are
incomplete but still meaningful.

The collection’s importance lies in its
refusal of easy formulas. It does not romanticize
suffering, and it does not suggest that resistance
must always be dramatic. Instead, it shows that
survival itself can be a form of knowledge.
Women in these stories think, remember, endure,
and sometimes protest, even when the world
around them treats those acts as insignificant.
That is what makes Heart Lamp a serious feminist
text: it reveals the ordinary as a place where

power is made, contested, and lived.
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Introduction: limitations of technology in preparing competent

The 21st century has witnessed an educators. Therefore, it becomes essential to

unprecedented expansion of digital technologies
that influence every sphere of life, including
education. Teacher education, which plays a
critical role in shaping future educators, is
undergoing substantial transformation due to
technological advancements. From online
learning platforms to artificial intelligence-based
assessment tools, technology has redefined how
teachers are trained, how they access knowledge,
and how they engage with learners.

In many countries, especially after the
COVID-19
programs rapidly adopted digital platforms to

pandemic, teacher  education

ensure continuity of learning (Dhawan, 2020).
This shift highlighted both the potential and the

critically examine the impact of technology on
teacher education and explore how it can be
effectively integrated without compromising the

human essence of teaching.

Review of Literature:

Research indicates that technology
enhances instructional effectiveness when
integrated with pedagogical knowledge (Koehler
& Mishra, 2009). The Technological Pedagogical
Content Knowledge (TPACK) framework
emphasizes that effective teaching requires the
intersection of technology, pedagogy, and content

knowledge.
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Research on the impact of technology on
teacher education in India has expanded
significantly over the last decade, reflecting both
global trends and unique national challenges.
Several scholars have explored how digital tools,
government policies, and socio-economic factors
shape teacher preparation and professional growth
within the Indian educational context.

Das and Singh (2018) investigated the
integration of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in pre-service teacher training
programs across major Indian teacher education
institutes. Their findings revealed that while ICT
tools such as smart boards, learning management
systems, and multimedia laboratories were
increasingly available, many teacher educators
lacked confidence and training to use them
effectively in pedagogical planning.

In a nationwide study, Sharma and Mishra
(2019) examined the preparedness of student
teachers in using digital technologies. The study
found that access to technology did not always
translate into effective pedagogical use. Trainee
teachers often faced challenges related to
inadequate  infrastructure, irregular internet
connectivity, and limited opportunities for hands-
on practice, particularly in rural and semi-urban
regions of India.

The National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT, 2020) conducted
a comprehensive review of teacher education
curricula and observed that technology integration
in teacher education in India remains largely
theoretical ~ rather  than  practice-oriented.
According to this report, many teacher training
programs emphasize basic computer literacy but
fall short in helping teachers apply technology
creatively and  critically in  classroom
environments.

Rao and Gupta (2021) explored the role
of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in

continuous professional development of Indian

teachers. They reported that MOOCs offered
flexibility and access to quality resources,
especially for in-service teachers from remote
areas. However, completion rates were low due to
limited motivation and lack of institutional
support.

Research by Kulkarni and Deshpande
(2022) highlighted the influence of government
policy, especially the implementation of National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, on digital
pedagogies in teacher education. Their study
indicated that NEP 2020’s emphasis on enhancing
digital infrastructure and professional
development has encouraged many institutions to
revise curricula to include blended learning,
online assessment techniques, and digital content
creation. Still, effective implementation requires
sustained investment and skilled faculty trainers.

Singh, Rao, and Kaur (2023) conducted a
mixed-methods study in Punjab to understand
pre-service teachers’ attitudes toward educational
technology. Their results suggested generally
positive attitudes but identified gaps in
competence, particularly in designing technology-
mediated lessons and assessing student learning
through digital means.

Overall, Indian literature reveals a
consistent pattern: technology has significant
potential to enrich teacher education, but systemic
barriers such as infrastructure limitations,
inconsistent training, and uneven access hinder its
transformative impact. Moreover, while national
policies like NEP 2020 advocate for technology
integration, successful implementation depends
on coordinated action by educational institutions,

policymakers, and teacher educators.

Conceptual Framework:

This study is guided by the TPACK
Model (Koehler & Mishra, 2009), which
proposes that effective teacher education requires
the integration of:
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e Content Knowledge (CK) — Subject
matter expertise
e Pedagogical Knowledge (PK) -
Teaching methodologies
e Technological Knowledge (TK) -
Understanding digital tools
The intersection of these domains ensures
meaningful technology integration rather than

superficial adoption.

Methodology:

This study adopts a qualitative conceptual
research design. It is based on a systematic review
and analysis of peer-reviewed journal articles,
policy documents, and educational reports
published between 2015 and 2024. The method
involves:

1. Identifying major themes related to
technology in teacher education.

2. Analyzing empirical findings from recent
studies.

3. Synthesizing insights to propose
recommendations.

The study does not involve primary data
collection but relies on critical analysis of existing

literature to build a comprehensive understanding.

Impact of Technology on Teacher Education:
1. Enhanced Accessibility and Flexibility:
Digital platforms enable teacher trainees to access
course materials anytime and anywhere. Online
learning environments support self-paced learning
and provide opportunities for rural and remote
learners to participate in professional courses.

2. Development of Digital Competence: Teacher
education programs now incorporate digital
literacy training, enabling future teachers to use
multimedia tools, educational apps, and
assessment software effectively. This prepares
them to meet the demands of modern classrooms.

3. Innovative Pedagogical Practices:
Technologies such as virtual simulations and
interactive whiteboards allow teacher trainees to
practice classroom management and instructional
strategies in simulated environments. Artificial
intelligence tools provide instant feedback,
enhancing reflective practice.

4. Collaboration and Professional Networking:
Digital ~ communication  platforms  foster
communities of practice among teachers. Online
forums and webinars encourage knowledge

sharing beyond institutional boundaries.

Challenges in Technological Integration:

1. Digital Divide: Unequal access to devices and
internet connectivity limits the effectiveness of
technology integration, particularly in developing
regions.

2. Inadequate Training: Many teacher educators
lack sufficient technological proficiency, resulting
in underutilization of available tools.

3. Ethical and Privacy Concerns: Data security,
cyber safety, and intellectual property issues
require careful consideration in digital learning
environments.

4. Overreliance on Technology: Excessive
dependence on digital tools may weaken
interpersonal communication and emotional

engagement in teaching.

Discussion:

The findings indicate that technology
serves as a powerful enabler in teacher education
thoughtfully.

technological competence alone is insufficient.

when  integrated However,
The human dimension—empathy, ethical
responsibility, and reflective thinking—remains
central to effective teaching. Therefore, teacher
education programs must adopt a balanced
approach that integrates digital innovation with

pedagogical wisdom.
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Limitations and Future Research:

This study is limited to conceptual
analysis and secondary sources. Future research
may include empirical investigations through
surveys, interviews, or case studies to assess the
practical  effectiveness  of  technological
interventions in teacher education institutions.
Comparative studies across regions could provide

deeper insights into contextual challenges.

Final words:
Technology has transformed teacher

education by expanding access, enhancing

professional  competence, and introducing
innovative  teaching  strategies. = However,
successful  integration requires  systematic

planning, infrastructure support, and continuous
professional development. A human-centered
approach that values empathy and ethical
responsibility must guide technological adoption.
The future of teacher education lies not in
replacing teachers with technology but in

empowering teachers through technology.
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Abstract:

This research explores the pivotal role of biological science pedagogy in fostering "scientific
temper"—a way of life characterized by rational thinking, inquiry, and a spirit of reform. While the
biological sciences offer a rich framework for understanding the complexities of life, traditional rote-
learning methods often fail to instill the critical investigative mindset required in the modern scientific
era.

This paper evaluates contemporary pedagogical approaches, including inquiry-based learning,
case-based biological reasoning, and collaborative laboratory investigations. By moving beyond the
mere memorization of taxonomic classifications and physiological processes, these methods encourage
Students to question evidence, observe phenomena objectively, and apply biological principles to real-
world socio-scientific issues.

The study utilizes a [mention your method, e.g., qualitative analysis/mixed-methods approach] to
assess how specific instructional shifts—from teacher-centric to student-centric models—impact the
development of skeptical inquiry and analytical thinking among learners. Findings suggest that when
biology is taught as a process of discovery rather than a body of static facts, students demonstrate a
significant increase in scientific attitude and a reduced susceptibility to dogma.

Ultimately, this research argues that the pedagogy of biological science must be reimagined as a
tool for cognitive empowerment. By integrating the history of biological discoveries and the ethics of
biotechnology into the curriculum, educators can cultivate a generation of scientifically literate citizens
capable of navigating an increasingly complex global landscape.

Keywords: Pedagogy, Biological Science, Scientific Temper, Inquiry-based Learning, Critical
Thinking, Science Education.

Introduction:

The pedagogy of biological science is
undergoing  significant  transformation, as
evidenced by a growing interest in reforming
undergraduate biology education to better align
with the evolving needs of research biologists and
health-care = professionals.  This  shift 1is
characterized by the development of new courses
and curricula that integrate interdisciplinary
approaches, such as Organismal Biology and
Math for Biologists, reflecting a broader

movement to enhance the scientific foundation of
biology students. The collaboration between
disciplines, notably biology and physics, has
become increasingly prominent, with initiatives
like the National Experiment in Undergraduate
Science Education (NEXUS) supported by the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI)
fostering the creation of physics courses tailored
specifically for life and health science majors.
These educational reforms underscore the
necessity of understanding and  bridging
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disciplinary perspectives, as faculty from biology,
physics, chemistry, and mathematics engage in
collaborative efforts to design and implement
curricula that promote a holistic scientific
education. The process of "learning each other's
ropes" highlights the importance of mutual
understanding and respect among disciplines,
which is essential for developing effective
pedagogical strategies in biological science.
Within this context, the cultivation of scientific
temper—defined as an attitude of logical and
rational thinking, critical inquiry, and openness to
evidence—emerges as a central objective of
contemporary biology education. The integration
of diverse scientific  perspectives  and
methodologies aims to foster an environment
where students not only acquire disciplinary
knowledge but also develop the cognitive skills
necessary for scientific reasoning and problem-

solving.

Review of Literature:

Early large-scale evidence for the efficacy
of inquiry-oriented teaching was provided by
Hake’s landmark survey comparing interactive-
engagement  with  traditional lecture in
introductory  science courses. The data
demonstrated dramatic gains in conceptual
understanding when students were actively
involved in constructing knowledge, establishing
a quantitative foundation for later pedagogical
reform. Novak and colleagues formalised the
rapid feedback principle through “Just-in-Time
Web-based

assignments to reveal misconceptions before class

Teaching,”  leveraging  short,
and thereby fostering a questioning, evidence-
seeking disposition characteristic of scientific
temper. Extending beyond diagnostic tools,
Mathews argued that authentic scientific
practices—hypothesis generation,
experimentation and peer review—should
constitute the core of classroom activity, coining

the motto “learning science by doing science” and

offering concrete laboratory modules that embody
these ideals. Subsequent influential work by
Mazur synthesised these strands within Peer
Instruction, showing that frequent concept tests,
structured discussion and immediate resolution of
cognitive conflict further strengthen reasoning
skills and willingness to revise beliefs in light of
data—hallmarks of scientific temper—across
diverse STEM disciplines including the life
sciences. Collectively, this progression of
research illuminates how active, feedback-rich
environments cultivate the habits of critical
inquiry required in modern biological science
classrooms, providing a robust empirical and
theoretical scaffold for contemporary efforts to
embed the development of scientific temper

within biology pedagogy.

Historical Evolution of Biological Science
Education:

1. Shifts in Scientific Inquiry and Educational
Goals:

The latter half of the twentieth century
marked a period of profound transformation in the
biological sciences, both in terms of the nature of
scientific inquiry and the educational approaches
employed to prepare future biologists. While the
overarching aim of understanding life has
remained unchanged, the scope and depth of
questions that life scientists are able to pose have
expanded significantly, driven by rapid
advancements  in  research  tools  and
methodologies. This evolution necessitated a
reevaluation of educational practices to ensure
that students are equipped not only with
foundational knowledge but also with the skills
and mindset required to engage with
contemporary scientific challenges.

2. Reform Initiatives and Curricular
Overhaul:

In response to these shifts, major reform

initiatives were launched to modernize biological

science education. Beginning in 2008, the
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American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) initiated a series of dialogues
with a broad spectrum of stakeholders—including
faculty, administrators, students, professional
societies, and funding agencies—to chart a new
course for undergraduate biology education.
These conversations culminated in the Vision &
Change in Undergraduate Biology Education
recommendations (2010), which served as a
blueprint for comprehensive curricular reform.
First-year biology courses underwent significant
redesign, with a heightened focus on clearly
articulated learning outcomes for both biology
majors and general education students. The
reforms emphasized not only content mastery but
also the development of scientific temper, critical
thinking, and evidence-based reasoning.
3. Implementation Strategies and the Role of
Professional Networks:
A pivotal development in  the
implementation of these reforms was the
establishment ~ of  the  Partnership  for
Undergraduate Life Sciences Education (PULSE).
PULSE provided practical tools and frameworks
to facilitate department-wide adoption of new
curricula and evidence-based pedagogical
practices. A distinguishing feature of PULSE was
its emphasis on leveraging social connections—
through workshops and a faculty ambassador
network—to foster the propagation of educational
innovations. This approach was found to be more
effective in promoting widespread adoption of
new teaching practices than the dissemination of
evidence through academic literature alone. The
diversity of the biological sciences, reflected in
the existence of numerous professional societies,
further enriched the reform process by enabling
the sharing of best practices and fostering a
culture of continuous improvement in biology

education.

The Concept and Significance of Scientific
Temper:

1. Defining Scientific Temper: Skepticism,
Critique, and Reliable Knowledge:

Scientific temper refers to an attitude of
logical reasoning, skepticism, and openness to
critique, which are foundational to the scientific
method and the construction of reliable
explanations in science. Central to this concept is
the willingness to subject ideas to scrutiny and to
engage in critical evaluation, both of which are
essential for the advancement of scientific
knowledge. In scientific practice, critique and
skepticism are not merely encouraged but are
necessary processes through which ideas are
tested, refined, or rejected, thereby ensuring that
only robust explanations are retained within the
scientific community. This process of critical
engagement is not limited to professional
scientists; it is equally vital in educational
settings, where students are encouraged to
participate in scientific argumentation and to
resolve conflicts among competing ideas through
reasoned discourse.

2. Affective Dimensions and the Social Context
of Scientific Temper:

While the intellectual aspects of scientific
temper—such as skepticism and critique—are
well recognized, its affective and social
dimensions are equally significant, particularly in
collaborative learning environments. The process
of critiquing ideas and engaging in scientific
argumentation carries inherent affective risks,
including the potential for  frustration,
embarrassment, and loss of face when one's ideas
are challenged or rejected. These risks can have a
profound impact on students' willingness to
participate in scientific discourse, potentially
leading to reluctance in sharing ideas and
diminished engagement. Managing these affective
tensions is thus a critical component of fostering
scientific temper in educational contexts.

Research highlights the importance of creating a
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safe space for sharing and critiquing ideas, where
students can engage in sensemaking discussions
without fear of personal repercussions. One
strategy identified is "epistemic distancing,"
wherein  students and instructors distance
themselves from their ideas, thereby reducing the
affective impact of critique and enabling more
open and productive scientific argumentation.
This approach underscores the significance of
addressing both the cognitive and emotional
aspects of scientific temper to cultivate authentic
disciplinary  engagement and collaborative

knowledge-building in science classrooms.

Pedagogical Approaches in Biological Science:
1. Principle-Based Curriculum Reform:

A significant shift in the pedagogy of
biological science has been the move from
traditional, fact-heavy instruction to a curriculum
organized around fundamental principles. The
conventional approach, often described as a
"forced march through the phyla," has been
criticized for overwhelming students with isolated
facts about organismal diversity, structure, and
function, without fostering a  coherent
understanding of underlying biological concepts.
In response, the Organismal Biology (Org Bio)
course at the University of Maryland was
restructured to emphasize the basic principles of
biology, chemistry, and physics as they pertain to
living systems. This reformulation centers on the
idea that universal physical and chemical laws
govern biological processes, and that the diversity
of life can be understood through the lens of how
organisms have evolved structure-function
relationships to exploit these laws. By
foregrounding these principles, the curriculum
aims to help students synthesize information
across taxa and develop a deeper, more integrated

understanding of biological science.

2. Active Engagement and Interactive
Learning:

In tandem with curricular reform,
pedagogical strategies in Org Bio have shifted
toward active engagement and interactive
learning. Rather than relying solely on traditional
lectures, instructors have incorporated a variety of
activities designed to engage students in the
learning process and promote conceptual
understanding. Lectures are now interspersed
with clicker questions and class discussions,
which encourage students to think critically and
participate  actively during class sessions.
Furthermore, a substantial portion of class time—
approximately one third—is dedicated to small
group activities. These include concept-mapping
exercises, group and class discussions, and
enactments, all of which are intended to foster
collaborative learning and deeper engagement
with the material. These pedagogical innovations
are designed not only to teach biological content,
but also to cultivate students' abilities to approach
and reason through principle-based concepts,
thereby supporting the development of scientific
temper and critical thinking skills.

Integrating Inquiry-Based Learning and
Critical Thinking:

1. Limitations of Traditional Biology
Instruction:

Traditional approaches to undergraduate
biology education have predominantly relied on
large lecture formats, often exceeding one
hundred students per class. These lectures are
typically structured around textbook content and
delivered via PowerPoint presentations, with
minimal opportunities for student interaction or
dialogue. Assessment in such courses is
frequently limited to a small number of multiple-
choice, scantron-style exams, with little or no
homework assigned throughout the semester.
While professors may offer office hours or
graduate-student-led  discussion sections for
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clarification, the overall structure of these courses
emphasizes rote memorization over the
development of higher-order skills. Reform-
minded educators argue that this model is
outdated and fails to cultivate the communication,
reasoning, and analytic abilities essential for
success in contemporary science and technology
fields. Furthermore, the lack of engagement and
relevance in traditional curricula may contribute
to the exclusion of many students from pursuing
science-related careers, highlighting the need for
pedagogical reform to make biology education
more inclusive and effective in preparing future
professionals.

2. The Case for Inquiry-Based and Active
Learning:

In response to the limitations of
traditional instruction, there has been a growing
movement advocating for the integration of
inquiry-based learning and active classroom
strategies in biology education. Inquiry-based
learning shifts the focus from passive reception of
information to active engagement with scientific
concepts, encouraging students to participate in
collaborative exercises, problem-solving, and
experimental investigations. These approaches
often involve reducing lecture time in favor of
interactive formats, such as group discussions,
hands-on laboratories, and case-based learning.
By covering less material more deeply, instructors
can foster a richer understanding of core concepts
and promote the development of -effective
scientific reasoning skills. The reform literature
emphasizes that such strategies not only improve
conceptual understanding but also provide
students with opportunities to practice critical
thinking, communication, and analytical skills
that are vital for scientific inquiry. Empirical data
increasingly support the effectiveness of these
methods in addressing student conceptual
difficulties and enhancing critical thinking
abilities within the biological sciences classroom.

3. Implications for Scientific Temper and
Future Readiness:

The integration of inquiry-based learning
and critical thinking into biology pedagogy is
seen as essential for cultivating a scientific temper
among students. By engaging learners in the
practices of modern science—questioning,
hypothesizing, experimenting, and reasoning—
educators can bridge the gap between the science
of the past and the rapidly evolving landscape of
contemporary biology. This pedagogical shift not
only prepares students for the demands of future
scientific and healthcare professions but also
makes science more accessible and relevant to a
broader range of learners. Ultimately, fostering
inquiry and critical thinking in biology education
is a crucial step toward equipping students with
the skills and dispositions necessary to thrive in
an increasingly complex and technology-driven

world.

Curriculum Design for Promoting Scientific
Temper:

1. Interdisciplinary Collaboration in
Curriculum Reform:

Recent efforts in undergraduate biology
education have emphasized the necessity of
interdisciplinary collaboration to foster scientific
temper among students. The transformation of
biology curricula has not occurred in isolation;
rather, it has involved active engagement between
biologists, physicists, chemists, and
mathematicians. At the University of Maryland,
for example, the development of new courses
such as Organismal Biology and Math for
Biologists reflects a deliberate strategy to
integrate perspectives from multiple scientific
disciplines. This approach is further exemplified
by the National Experiment in Undergraduate
Science Education (NEXUS), a project supported
by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, which
aims to create physics courses specifically

tailored for life and health science majors. The
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collaborative process underlying these reforms
has highlighted the importance of understanding
and respecting disciplinary differences, as well as
the value of "learning each other's ropes" to
design curricula that genuinely promote scientific
inquiry and critical thinking across traditional
boundaries.

2. Heuristics and Strategies for Integrating
Scientific Temper:

The process of curriculum reform has led
to the development of broad heuristics and
strategies that facilitate the integration of
scientific temper into biology education. One key
insight from interdisciplinary collaboration is the
recognition of distinct disciplinary perspectives
and the need to bridge these differences through
mutual  understanding. For instance, the
interactions between faculty from biology and
physics at Maryland revealed surprising
differences in how each discipline approaches
problem-solving, evidence evaluation, and
conceptual  frameworks. By  systematically
identifying and addressing these differences,
educators have been able to design courses that
not only convey disciplinary content but also
cultivate habits of mind associated with scientific
temper—such as skepticism, openness to new
evidence, and the ability to synthesize
information from diverse sources. These
strategies are exemplified in the NEXUS project,
where the curriculum is intentionally structured to
encourage students to engage with scientific
problems from multiple angles, thereby fostering

a deeper and more resilient scientific temper.

Role of Teachers in Cultivating Scientific
Attitudes:

1. Influence of Teachers’ Attitudes on Student
Engagement and Learning:

Teachers’ attitudes toward science play a
pivotal role in shaping students’ opportunities to
learn and their developing attitudes toward the
subject. Research demonstrates that when

teachers harbor negative attitudes toward
science—such as low confidence, anxiety, or a
lack of perceived relevance—they are less likely
to provide comprehensive and engaging science
instruction. This often manifests as reduced
coverage of science content, avoidance of science
activities, and a preference for other subjects
deemed more important, such as English or
mathematics. For instance, teachers who feel
anxious or lack self-efficacy in their science
knowledge may avoid teaching science altogether
or minimize the time spent on it, especially when
faced with time constraints. This avoidance is not
merely a matter of curriculum prioritization but is
deeply rooted in teachers’ own discomfort and
lack of confidence in their ability to effectively
teach science and respond to students’ questions
in an engaging manner.

When science is taught by teachers with
negative attitudes, their pedagogical practices are
often less effective. Such teachers are less likely
to employ hands-on, inquiry-based learning
experiences that are crucial for fostering scientific
temper and curiosity among students. Instead,
instruction may become rote, uninspired, or
disconnected from students’ interests and real-
world applications. Furthermore, teachers with
low science self-efficacy are less inclined to seek
out professional development opportunities that
could enhance their science teaching skills,
perpetuating a cycle of inadequate instruction and
disengagement.

2. Socialization of Scientific Attitudes and the
Intergenerational Cycle:

The attitudes teachers hold toward science
extend beyond instructional choices; they also
serve as powerful socializing agents for students.
Students often look to their teachers as role
models and authorities, internalizing their
attitudes and beliefs about science. When teachers
display anxiety, disinterest, or a lack of
enthusiasm for science, students—especially

those in formative elementary years—may begin
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to mirror these attitudes, developing their own
negative perceptions of the subject. This process
can create a self-reinforcing cycle where negative
attitudes toward science are transmitted from
teachers to students and, eventually, from one
generation to the next.

This  phenomenon is  particularly
concerning in the context of gender. The majority
of elementary teachers are female, and research
indicates that negative attitudes toward science
and math among female teachers can
disproportionately affect girls. For example,
studies have shown that elementary teachers’
math anxiety can lead to declining math attitudes
among female students, who may also adopt
gender-stereotyped views about their suitability
for science and math. As students’ attitudes
decline, so too does their engagement and
motivation to learn, which can further impact
their academic achievement and long-term
interest in scientific fields.

3. Addressing Teacher Attitudes Through
Preservice Education:

Given the profound impact of teachers’
attitudes on student outcomes, it is critical to
intervene before negative attitudes become
entrenched in classroom practice. The education
of preservice teachers represents an optimal point
for intervention. By fostering positive attitudes,
building confidence, and emphasizing the
relevance and excitement of science during
teacher preparation programs, it is possible to
break the cycle of negative attitude transmission.
Effective preservice education can equip future
teachers with the self-efficacy, pedagogical skills,
and enthusiasm necessary to cultivate scientific
temper and curiosity in their students, thereby
promoting a more scientifically literate and
engaged generation.

Assessment Strategies for Measuring Scientific
Temper:

1. Multidimensional Rating Schemes for
Feedback Evaluation:

A robust strategy for assessing scientific
temper in biological science pedagogy involves
the use of multidimensional rating schemes to
evaluate the quality and effectiveness of feedback
provided to students. Drawing from theoretical
foundations in science education, one such
scheme incorporates six key dimensions: Feed
Up, Feed Back, Feed Forward, Constructive
Tone, Linguistic Clarity, and Technical
Terminology. Feed Up focuses on clarifying
learning objectives and ensuring students
understand the goals of their scientific inquiry.
Feed Back centers on identifying specific errors
within students' work, providing targeted insights
that help learners recognize and understand their
mistakes. Feed Forward, in turn, offers actionable
guidance for improvement, directing students on
how to address errors and advance their scientific
reasoning and practices. These three components
collectively ensure that feedback is not only
diagnostic but also developmental, supporting the
cultivation of scientific temper by encouraging
critical reflection and iterative learning.

Complementing these content-focused
dimensions are three language-related criteria.
Constructive Tone emphasizes the importance of
delivering feedback in an encouraging and
supportive manner, which is essential for
fostering a positive learning environment and
motivating students to engage with scientific
challenges. Linguistic Clarity ensures that
feedback 1is articulated in clear, accessible
language appropriate for the target age group,
thereby enhancing comprehension and reducing
cognitive barriers. The use of Technical
Terminology is also assessed to guarantee that
feedback

vocabulary, promoting precision and reinforcing

incorporates  relevant  scientific

students' familiarity with disciplinary language.
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Each dimension is rated on a 5-point Likert scale,
from Strongly Disagree to Strongly Agree,
allowing for systematic, quantitative comparison
of feedback quality across different evaluators,
including both human experts and automated
agents. This structured approach provides a
nuanced assessment of how feedback practices
contribute to the development of scientific temper
in students.

2. Quantitative and Qualitative Measures of
Feedback Effectiveness:

In addition to the multidimensional rating
scheme, the assessment strategy incorporates
quantitative measures such as the length of
feedback text. By analyzing the number of words
used in feedback, educators can evaluate its
comprehensiveness and conciseness. This is
particularly important in the context of science
education, where overly verbose feedback may
overwhelm students and hinder their ability to
process and act upon the information provided.
Striking a balance between thoroughness and
brevity ensures that feedback remains accessible
and actionable, supporting students' ongoing
development of scientific temper. The integration
of both qualitative dimensions (such as tone and
clarity) and quantitative metrics (such as feedback
length) enables a holistic evaluation of feedback
practices, ensuring that assessment strategies are
aligned with the overarching goal of nurturing
critical thinking, inquiry, and reflective learning

in biological science education.

Challenges and Opportunities in Biological
Science Pedagogy:
1. Navigating Disciplinary Differences in
Science Education:

A significant challenge in the pedagogy of
biological science arises from the disciplinary
differences between biology and its supporting
sciences, such as physics, chemistry, and
mathematics. The transformation of

undergraduate biology education has highlighted

the need for interdisciplinary collaboration, as
evidenced by initiatives like the National
Experiment in Undergraduate Science Education
(NEXUS) supported by the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute. Faculty from diverse scientific
backgrounds, including biology, physics,
chemistry, and mathematics, have recognized that
effective pedagogy requires not only content
integration but also a deep understanding of the
distinct epistemological and methodological
approaches inherent to each discipline. For
example, the collaboration between biologists and
physicists at the University of Maryland revealed
unexpected differences in how each discipline
approaches problem-solving, conceptual
frameworks, and the application of quantitative
reasoning. These differences can create barriers to
curriculum reform and instructional innovation if
not explicitly addressed. However, the process of
"learning each other's ropes"—actively engaging
with and respecting disciplinary perspectives—
has proven essential for developing courses that
are both scientifically rigorous and pedagogically
effective for life science students.

2. Opportunities for  Interdisciplinary
Curriculum Reform:

Despite the challenges, the current
landscape presents substantial opportunities for
advancing biological science pedagogy through
interdisciplinary curriculum reform. The growing
interest in designing science courses tailored
specifically for biology and health science majors
reflects a  broader recognition of the
interconnectedness of scientific disciplines. At the
University of Maryland, the development of new
courses such as Organismal Biology and Math for
Biologists, as well as the creation of a physics
course explicitly for life and health science
majors, exemplifies this trend. These efforts are
not isolated; they are part of a national movement
to align undergraduate science education with the
needs of future biologists and health

professionals. The collaborative work facilitated
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by projects like NEXUS has demonstrated that
when faculty from different disciplines engage in
sustained dialogue and joint course development,
they can create learning experiences that foster
scientific ~ temper, critical thinking, and
interdisciplinary competence among students.
Such reforms not only address the content needs
of biology majors but also promote mutual
understanding and respect among faculty, laying
the groundwork for continued innovation in
science education.

Future Directions in Enhancing Scientific
Temper through Biological Science Education:
1. Integrating Interdisciplinary Foundations
and Scientific Reasoning:

The future of biological science education
is increasingly defined by the necessity for
interdisciplinary integration, particularly with
physics, chemistry, and mathematics. Leading
researchers emphasize that biology students must
not only acquire factual knowledge from these
allied disciplines but also develop a deep
understanding of their underlying patterns of
knowledge and scientific processes. This shift
reflects the recognition that scientific temper—
characterized by critical thinking, skepticism, and
adaptability—cannot be cultivated through rote
memorization or isolated disciplinary silos.
Instead, curricula must be designed to foster
scientific  reasoning, enabling students to
understand how scientific ideas are generated,
validated, and revised in light of new evidence.
This approach requires explicit instruction in the
logic of scientific inquiry, the interpretation of
measurements, and the evaluation of data, moving
beyond the traditional focus on established facts
to emphasize the dynamic and provisional nature
of scientific knowledge.

2. Fostering Adaptive Expertise and Critical
Judgment:
Another critical direction for enhancing

scientific temper involves cultivating adaptive

expertise—the capacity to respond productively
to novel situations and emerging knowledge. As
the pace of change in biological sciences
accelerates, students must be equipped not only to
master current concepts but also to navigate
ambiguity, question assumptions, and adapt to
unforeseen discoveries. This entails teaching
students to make informed judgments about what
to accept and what to question, to reconsider past
beliefs in light of new data, and to appreciate the
limitations and implications of scientific
measurements.  Traditional  university-level
science instruction often neglects these
dimensions, assuming that broad thinking and
learning skills will develop incidentally through
content coverage. However, evidence suggests
that such skills emerge only in a small minority of
students after prolonged training. Therefore,
future pedagogical strategies must explicitly
address  these = competencies, embedding
opportunities for critical reflection, data
evaluation, and open-ended inquiry within the
biological science curriculum.
3. Curriculum Innovation and Explicit Skill
Development:

To realize these future directions, there is
a pressing need for curriculum innovation that
foregrounds the development of scientific temper
as a central educational objective. This involves
designing learning experiences that challenge
students to engage with uncertainty, interpret
evidence, and construct reasoned arguments.
Curricula should incorporate activities that
require students to grapple with real-world
problems, analyze ambiguous data, and reflect on
the processes by which scientific knowledge
evolves. By making the cultivation of scientific
temper an explicit goal—rather than an assumed
byproduct—educators can better prepare a
broader range of students to think critically, adapt
to change, and contribute meaningfully to the

advancement of biological science.
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Conclusion:

The examination of pedagogy in
biological science underscores the critical role of
fostering scientific temper as both an educational
objective and a societal imperative. Historical
analysis reveals that shifts in scientific inquiry
and educational goals have necessitated ongoing
curricular reforms, with professional networks
playing a pivotal role in implementation. The
concept of scientific temper—encompassing
skepticism, critique, and the pursuit of reliable
knowledge—emerges as central to the
development of scientifically literate individuals,
with affective and social dimensions influencing
its cultivation.

Pedagogical approaches that prioritize
principle-based curriculum reform and active,
interactive learning are shown to be more
effective than traditional didactic methods.
Inquiry-based learning and critical thinking not
only address the limitations of conventional
biology instruction but also enhance students’
readiness for future scientific challenges by
embedding scientific temper within the learning
process. Interdisciplinary collaboration and the
integration of heuristics further strengthen
curriculum design, ensuring that scientific temper
is systematically promoted.

Teachers are identified as key agents in
cultivating scientific attitudes, with their own
dispositions significantly impacting student
engagement and the intergenerational
transmission of scientific values. Addressing
teacher attitudes through targeted preservice
education is essential for sustaining a culture of
scientific inquiry. Assessment strategies that
employ multidimensional and mixed-method
approaches provide nuanced insights into the
effectiveness of pedagogical interventions aimed
at fostering scientific temper.

Despite challenges such as disciplinary
resistance  to

boundaries  and change,

opportunities for interdisciplinary curriculum
reform and innovation abound. Future directions
emphasize the integration of interdisciplinary
foundations, the development of adaptive
expertise, and the explicit teaching of critical
judgment and scientific reasoning. Collectively,
these efforts are poised to enhance scientific
temper through biological science education,
equipping learners with the skills and dispositions
necessary for informed participation in an
increasingly complex scientific landscape.
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Abstract:

The Quit India Movement, launched by Mahatma Gandhi on August 8, 1942, at Mumbai's Gowalia
Tank Maidan, demanded an immediate end to British rule. Following the failure of the Cripps Mission and

"Do or Die" slogan, it became a massive, largely spontaneous uprising, characterized by widespread

protests, strikes, and parallel governments despite severe British repression.

Keywords: ""Do or Die': Gandhi's ultimate slogan for the struggle., "Quit India" / "Bharat Chodo'’:
The main demand, coined by Yusuf Meherally., Poorna Swaraj: Total independence., Non-violent

Resistance: The official principle, though the movement saw spontaneous outbursts of violence.

Introduction:

The Quit India Movement has rightly
been described as the most massive anti-
imperialist struggle on the eve of Partition and
Independence. 1942, the year that the movement
was launched and the next five years witnessed
unparalleled and tumultuous events in the
political history of India. Sharp increase in
popular nationalism, large-scale deprivation and
death due to widespread famine conditions
particularly the Bengal Famine of 1943,
heightened Japanese aggression in Burma and
Malaya, hopes of a military deliverance through
the onward march of the ‘Azad Hind Fuji’ of Sub

has Chandra Bose, and widening of the
communal divide leading to the vivisection of the
political fabric of the country were some of these
developments. In this Unit, you will learn about
various aspects of the Quit India Movement
launched by Gandhi and the Congress to achieve
freedom for India.

Nature of the Movement:

This movement was projected initially as
the mass civil disobedience movement of 1942.
The emphasis on the ‘mass’ aspect distinguished
it from the controlled and limited individual

satyagrahas or civil disobedience of 1941. In
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nationalist historiography it has been described as
the ‘third great wave’ of struggle against the
British. The movement differed radically from
other movements launched by Mahatma Gandhi.
The Non-Cooperation Movement of 1920-22 and
the Civil Disobedience Movement of 1930-34
were conceived as campaigns of peaceful
resistance to British rule in India. Their social
base had expanded gradually to accommodate
wider popular participation. However, the 1942
movement from the very beginning was a massive
uprising to compel the British to withdraw
entirely from India. The emphasis in the struggle
was not on traditional Satyagraha but on ‘fight to
the finish’. It therefore represented a challenge to
the state machinery. Moreover, Gandhi was now
also prepared for riots and violence. His
preparedness was based on his reading of the
mood of the public. Gandhi had tested the mood
in the limited yet symbolic campaign of
Individual Satyagraha in 1941 when about 23,000
satyagrahis had gone to jail. He now conceded
that the masses could take up arms in self-
defence. Armed resistance against a stronger and
well-equipped aggressor was to be considered a
non-violent act as he observed Quit India
Movement in his articles in the Harijan in March

1942. Accepting the role of individual freedom
and civil liberties in the face of state’s organised
violence, he affirmed that “every individual was
to consider himself free and act for himself”. The
1942 movement was less ambiguous in its
declared objectives. It was launched to ensure the
complete withdrawal of British power from India.

The projected struggle had four main
features:

1) It was accommodative of violence directed
against the state; 2) It aimed at destroying British
rule in India. Unlike earlier movements when
Gandhi had asked trained satyagrah is to join the
movements, anybody who believed in the
complete independence of the country could join

it now; 3) Students were urged to play a
prominent part and to lead the movement should
senior Congress leaders be arrested; and 4) The
movement was to be marked by total defiance of
government authority. The difference from the
earlier movements has been well-established in
the rich scholarship on the movement. In the
official and the non-official historiography, most
of the debate centers around °‘spontaneity’ vs.
‘organization’ argument or the degree of violence
and non-violence in the ‘Congress rebellion’. The
government was keen to denounce Gandhi on
charges of planning subversion and prepared a
ground for the implementation of the
Revolutionary Movement Ordinance. Intelligence
reports warned of a series of acts planned by the
Congress and the CSP to disrupt the smooth
functioning of the war machinery. In fact, official
sources had reported that the CSP workers had
worked out modalities in a meeting in Allahabad
in July 1941 for a radical course of action in Feb
1942. The plan of action came to be known as the
Deoli Plan of Jai Prakash Narayan because the
latter had reasoned from his Deoli Jail cell that
nationalist unity could be revived if Gandhi were
to plan a radical course of action rather than a
Satyagraha. These papers were seized and used as
evidence of the revolutionary plot planned by the
CSP. As these allegations grew a secret report of
24 July 1942 warned that 15 September 1942 was
being planned by the Congress as the date when
the ‘ultimatum’ to the imperial authorities to
withdraw from the country was to expire,
heralding the beginning of a campaign. The report
disclosed, °...it is reliably understood that
Congress contemplates in the coming movement
that the maximum effort will be made by open
and subversive groups alike to paralyze the
existing form of Government. There are to be no
restrictions on the actions of those who choose in
their own way to assist the Congress to achieve
their end... Congress is prepared to encourage all
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groups to assist them in whatever way they
choose and with whatever weapon they choose’.
Based on such accounts the imperialist
historiography charged the Congress with
conspiracy. The nationalist historians on the other
hand interpreted these accounts to highlight a
degree of central direction and organization in the
rebellion and to depict the ascendancy of the
Congress. Once the movement was formally
launched on 8 August 1942 and the main leaders
arrested, the focus shifted to its elemental and
radical aspects. In official discourse the
movement came to be conceived as the most ‘un-
Gandhi an’ of all nationalist struggles. The same
aspect has been discussed by scholars such as
Francis Hutchins in terms of the ‘spontaneity’ of
the ‘unfinished revolution’. It has also been
described in terms of the ‘greatest outburst ever’
in the history of the national movement in India
and yet, a ‘patchy occurrence’.

Scholars have also focused attention on
the 1942 movement in order to either question or
to establish the Congress ascendancy or
leadership in different parts of the country. The
nationalist writers have demonstrated that the
nation stood united behind its leaders in 1942.
And, since Gandhi had sanctioned violence in this
movement most of what happened was as he had
wished. In more recent times, scholars have
explored the movement as it developed at the
grass-roots. Paul Greenough in his work on the
underground literature of the movement in
Medinipur, Bengal, had observed that it was the
move away from the issues, themes and symbols
which Gandhi had articulated that provided Quit
India Movement with a distinctive character and
lent internal tension to it. However, Gyanendra
Pandey has argued that popular anger and action
cannot merely be interpreted as deviation from
Gandhian norms. Rather, activities in the wake of
the movement may be interpreted in terms of the
appropriation of the name and symbols of

Gandhian nationalism for a politics that was
essentially their own In recent times numerous
other accounts have also added to our
understanding of the nature of the movement as it

spread in different parts of the country.

War and Rumours:

The intensity of the movement was
primarily due to conditions related to World War
I (1939-45). A variety of factors such as the
immediacy of the war in different parts of the
subcontinent, the rapid increase in inflationary
conditions, Government’s preparedness to put
down any resistance that might interfere with War
supplies and the sharp difference of opinion
among nationalist leaders and parties about the
stand to be adopted in the face of the national and
international crisis, affected the participation of
people in the movement of 1942. World War II
and the possibility of its impact on developments
in India had caught the attention of the political
leadership in India and in England. Military and
strategic considerations were cited to withhold
political concessions to Indians. As the war
progressed and as the forces of nationalism
challenged the colonial systems in Asia, the Raj
hardened its position further. It was relatively
easy to influence opinions in Britain at this time.
Evidently, India was the backbone of British
defense east of Suez. Now the focus was on
defending the Empire. Thus the political opinions
that favored granting Dominion status to India
were overruled and the rigid and uncompromising
position of Winston Churchill carried the day. In
1939-40, the imperial state trumpeted the need for
stepping up the war effort. At the same time, the
military defeats faced by the Allied powers in the
hands of the Japanese army indicated that
countries like Burma and India would be left in
the lurch on the face of successful attack from
Japan. This feeling grew stronger as the Japanese
forces occupied Burma and raided Akyab, the
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region bordering Chittagong in east Bengal,
twenty-five times! Refugees poured in narrating
woes of war, destruction and abandonment. The
retreat of the British Indian Army from Burma
was tame indeed. The British Navy did not seem
strong enough to counter the Japanese in the
Indian Ocean. Japanese air and naval superiority
over the Bay of Bengal during 1942 made the
East Coast ports of Calcutta, Chittagong, Madras
and Vizag largely unusable. Thus, India faced an
imminent threat on her eastern land frontier and
on the almost undefended eastern seaboard at a
time when the Germans were advancing in the
West. That the triumph of the 21 Quit I Japanese
in South and Southeast Asia had unnerved the
British military establishment is evident in the
plan for the defense of north-east India, drawn up
on 12 February 1942. In this the Gen. Staff had
worked out a ‘demolition policy’ to deny the
Japanese forces access to essentials. The policy
involved destruction of power stations, oil
installations and wireless, cable and telegraph
stations. The military authorities also planned to
destroy the ports of Calcutta and Chittagong and
carry out the sinking of river craft and removal of
railway stock as part of the demolition policy.
The Denial Policy in Bengal, that involved
removal of rice and other essential items and
boats and bicycles from the inland areas in order
to prevent Japanese intrusion, was the
consequence such fears. The ill thought-out Air-
raid Precautionary Schemes undertaken in areas
that faced a direct military threat, the inflationary
spiral and the growing shortage of food resources,
exposed the hollowness of the claim of the British
military preparedness. The economic situation in
the interiors of the country, particularly eastern
India had affected millions of people. Although
scholars have pointed out that there need not
always be a cause and effect relationship between
economic crisis and political upheavals, yet the

deteriorating economic conditions, for instance in

Bengal, did affect the growing uneasiness among
the people, particularly in the rural areas. It was
evident that the authorities were doing very little
to address their economic grievances. This was
true of the jute growing areas of east Bengal.
From 1940 onwards war-related developments
had a scissors effect on the price of jute which
crashed and the grain prices which increased. The
district officials neglected the signs of distress
and permitted the export of rice from these areas.
In addition, the rice and the boat denial policy
resulted in the removal of nearly forty thousand
tons of rice from the interiors of rural Bengal and
affected the movement of large sections of
population in the rice growing areas of Bengal
and further reduced the supply of foodstuffs. This
gave rise to an atmosphere of great insecurity and
prompted speculation and large-scale hoarding of
essential goods. Items such as matches, salt,
kerosene, mustard oil, sugar and finally, rice
disappeared from the village markets. There was
a synchronization of rising prices and shortages
with the coming of a large number of Allied
troops. Thus the fears that the food reserves of the
country were being depleted to feed the army
were not unfounded. At the same time in mid-
1942 the British had little confidence in their
capacity to defend Bengal and Assam in the event
of a Japanese invasion. The educated sections
feared the implementation of some kind of a
‘scorched earth’ policy in Eastern India.
Grievances springing from an acute economic
crisis and the lack of any political or
administrative mediation to conciliate the affected
population while enforcing military imperatives
such as the denial policy provided a renewed
lease of life to anti-state activities.

Preparations for Struggle:

The political Working Committee banned
participation in the war effort, it shared and
supported Britain’s anti- mainstream  had
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responded to the war-related developments in
Asia and Europe differently. While the Congress
Fascist position in international politics. Thus,
Britain and the Congress were on the same side as
far as their anti-Fascist stance is concerned. But
there were acute differences of opinion within the
Congress on international developments. Subhas
Chandra Bose, re-elected to the post of the
President of the Congress in 1938 proposed that
Britain should be confronted with the ultimatum
that she should free India or face direct action and
disorder. Gandhi was opposed to this. With his
intervention, Bose was forced out of office in
May 1939. The differences between the two
leaders explain, to some extent, Gandhi’s attitude
towards the British in the early stages of World
War II. His views were also at variance with
those of Jawaharlal Nehru who favoured an
immediate declaration of independence as a
precondition for the Congress lending support to
the war. Ultimately, the Congress Working
Committee Resolution of September 1939,
declared that Britain should state clearly her war
aims and recognise that freedom was her goal not
only in relation to the occupied and un-free
European nations but in relation to India too. It
must be mentioned that in the early stages of the
war there were hardly any political concessions
made to enlist Indian cooperation. The
international political situation altered
considerably from the summer of 1940. The Axis
powers grew aggressive in Britain and Europe. As
India’s role in imperial defence grew in
importance on account of her resources,
manpower and economic potential in the region
east of Suez, Britain equipped herself with Quit
India Movement both, a Revolutionary
Movement’s Ordinance to crush civil resistance
and a plan to pacify the Congress with the
promise of grant of political concessions.
However, the offer known as Viceroy
Linlithgow’s ‘August offer’ of 1940 fell short of

expectations. In the meantime, Gandhi who had
insisted on non-violence in the international
arena, launched an ‘individual satyagraha’ in
1940 against British Indian Government’s war-
efforts and against the prohibition to protest
against it. From the winter of 1941 and following
the failure of the Cripps’ Mission in March 1942,
there were growing differences within the
Congress  largely due to  war-related
circumstances. After the collapse of Cripps’
negotiations, the British Cabinet, including its
Labour members, did nothing to demand a
‘national government’ in India during the course
of the war. Administrative highhandedness in
India, as witnessed in the continuance of
Governor’s authoritarian rule in the provinces,
was accepted almost unquestioningly. Moreover,
the British Cabinet gave Linlithgow and the
government of India full support in their
repression of the Quit India Movement. Their
authoritarian attitude towards the Congress can be
explained through their anger that Congress had
sought to destroy British position in India at the
time when it faced a major crisis in the war with

Japan.

Political situation in India in 1942:

There were many contradictory stances
and many conflicting tones in the statements and
messages put out by many Congress leaders at
different times and in different parts of the
country a little before the beginning of the Quit
India Movement. Gandhi’s own language was
distinctly more militant in the wake of ‘the Cripps
fiasco’. In May 1942 he wrote: “I waited and
waited until the country should develop the non-
violent strength necessary to throw off the foreign
yoke. But my attitude has undergone a change. I
feel that I cannot afford to wait... That is why I
have decided that even at certain risks, which are
evidently involved, I must ask the people to resist
the slavery” By early August 1942, considerable
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preparations had been made to launch the
movement. As soon as Gandhi’s plan was known
Viceroy Linlithgow geared himself up to nip it in
the bud. London suggested opening of
negotiations with Gandhi when Stafford Cripps
had left. However, Gandhi was not open for
negotiations at this stage. Popular unrest, the
deterioration in the war situation and the refusal
of the British to allow any involvement of the
Congress in government during wartime
compelled Gandhi to decide upon a more militant
line. Various pronouncements were made to this
effect from the summer of 1942. The first draft of
such a course of action was rejected in a meeting
of the AICC on 27 April. In May, Gandhi gave a
speech asking Britain to “leave India to God. If
that is too much, then leave her to anarchy”. On
14 July, AICC adopted a resolution proposing a
programme of civil disobedience if the British did
not concede to their demands. Within a month of
this ultimatum the All India Congress Committee
session commenced on 7 August 1942 in a grand
pandal of 35,000 sq. feet at Gowalia Tank Maidan
in Bombay. Apprehensions due to the
uncertainties of the war compelled Gandhi to
begin his speech, delivered in Hindi, by saying
that he did not believe that the British would be
defeated, but if they were defeated they would
follow a scorched earth policy as they did in
Burma and Malaya. In that event Japan would
have attacked India. Hence the urgency of the
British quitting India”. On 8 August 1942 the
Quit India Resolution, modified by Nehru, was
finally adopted. This is what Gandhi had to say
towards the end of his speech: ‘Here is a mantra,
short one, that I give you. You may imprint it on
your hearts and let every breath of yours give
expression to it. The mantra is: ‘Do or Die’. We
shall either free India or die in the attempt; we
shall not live to see the perpetuation of our
slavery. Every true Congressman or (Congress)
woman will join the struggle with an inflexible

determination not to remain alive to see the
country in bondage and slavery. Let that be your
pledge ... Take a pledge with God and your own
conscience as witness, that you will no longer rest
till freedom is achieved and will be prepared to
lay down your lives in the attempt to achieve it.
He who loses his life will gain it; he who will
seek to save it shall lose it. Freedom is not for the
coward or the faint-hearted’. (Speech at Bombay,
8 Aug, 1942, Gopalkrishna Gandhi, 2008, p.486)
The Government of India was determined to
neutralise the Congress leadership. Its
determination was sharpened by the danger from
the Japanese in Asia. It was militarily prepared to
crush any civil disobedience movement. Thus,
within hours of the launch of the ‘Quit India’
movement on 8 August 1942 at the All India
Congress Committee session in Bombay by
Mahatma Gandhi, the entire CWC leadership was
arrested and taken to different prisons. The next
day, Gandhi, Nehru and many other leaders of the
Indian National Congress were arrested by the
British Indian Government. This heralded the
spread of the movement in different parts of the
country. In the early hours of 9 August Gandhi
was arrested along with other leaders and was
rendered temporarily incommunicado. On 9
August Congressmen still at large were Maulana
Azad, Sadiq Ali, Dhayabhai Patel, Pyarelal Nair,
Ram Mahohar Lohia, Achyut Patwardhan and
Sucheta Kripalani. These individuals in Bombay
then drew up a programme of action — the
Twelve-point  programme. The original
programme is said to have been prepared by the
Congress leaders under Gandhi’s instructions or
with his consent before 9 August. It began with a
call for day-long hartal and incorporated all the
methods of non-violent noncooperation and civil
disobedience which had been employed under
Gandhi’s leadership since 1920. The final stage of
the movement included actions such as the

breaking of salt laws on a large scale, picketing of
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foreign cloth and liquor shops, promoting
industrial strikes, holding up of railways and
telegraph, calling to soldiers of the British Indian
Army to come out and join the people,
nonpayment of taxes and the setting up of parallel
Government. This was copied and circulated
among people between 9 and 11 August soon
after the arrest of the Congress leaders. As is
evident from the kind of activities mentioned, the
Twelve Point Programme was very broad in
nature. It addressed the concerns of diverse
sections of people. As a result several versions of
this programme prepared by the CSP and lesser
known outfits like the Khadi group appeared to
have gained wide currency. The course of action
laid stress upon militant activities. This explains
the uniformity in the course of the uprising in
different parts of the country despite the absence
from the scene of the important Congress leaders.
A comprehensive British Intelligence report on
the Quit India Movement prepared by T.
Wickenden had indicated that the Congress
leaders had decided to work 25 out the details of
the programme after the AICC meeting in
Bombay which ended Quit India Movement on 8
August 1942. However, the arrest of the majority
of the Congress leaders between 9 and 11 August
deprived the Congress of the opportunity to
conduct the movement. Consequently, the
initiative passed into the hands of the lowerrank
of political workers, students and the common
people. These groups undertook a confrontationist
attitude and advocated direct and drastic mass
actions.

A central directorate for continuing the
movement was set up after 9 August, but it took
considerable time for it to establish links with the
autonomous developments in different parts of
the country. Officials like Sir Reginald Maxwell
(Home Member, Government of India) and Sir
Richard Tottenham (Additional Secretary, Home
Department) played an active role in establishing

that the Congress and its leaders had organised
the Quit India Movement in order to jeopardise
the war efforts of the imperial government. The
authorities issued a secret circular dated 17 July
1942, signed by Sir Frederick Puckle, secretary to
the Government of India, which read as — ““...The
threat of Civil Disobedience is a direct invitation
to the Japanese ... If Congress cannot get their
own way... (they) will throw India to the
Japanese and Germans... The object is to
mobilise public opinion against the Congress.
..The National War Front should be used to the
fullest to oppose proposals which can only be
detrimental to the war effort. Speeches, letters to
the local Press, leaflets, cartoons, posters,
whispering campaigns are possible media for
local publicity”. Imperial officials were therefore
determined to demonstrate that any defiance of
British policy in India during the war amounted to
hostility towards the Allied Powers, mainly
Britain. Since the USA was critical of Britain’s
imperial interests in India and elsewhere it was
useful to argue that the Congress was encouraging
fascist forces and therefore it was justified to deal
with the national movement with an iron hand.
The panic-stricken government even
contemplated deporting Gandhi to Aden or
Nyasaland and the other main Congress leaders to
Uganda or elsewhere in East Africa! The
controversial Revolutionary Movements’
Ordinance, which was intended to wipe out the
Quit India Movement, was signed by the Viceroy
on 12 August 1942. It was withheld from being
issued in the Gazette of India because most of the
provinces argued they could make do with powers
under the Defence of India Rules (DIR). Martial
Law was not declared because civilian officials
were already equipped with plenipotentiary
powers to suppress the uprising. During the war,
DIR permitted the Government to take any
arbitrary action against persons and property in
the name of war effort. Thus officials could now
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undertake punitive actions not covered by law.
Indian Penal Code was to be used as a shield
against any demand for enquiry into police
excesses. The government also brought into force
the Special Criminal Courts Ordinance II of 1942
which was originally intended to apply to cases
arising directly from ‘enemy’ (Axis) attack. The
Ordinance was made applicable to cases arising
from the disturbances from 26 October 1942. This
empowered the government to short-circuit the
process of criminal justice. Under this ordinance
special criminal courts could be set up which
would have summary jurisdiction over the
suspected offenders. They could be imprisoned
for a maximum duration of two years and there
was very limited scope for appeal to the higher
courts. The judiciary however continued to be
reluctant to ratify actions by the Government.
Even the London Tribune condemned atrocities
by the British in Bombay — “Our armoured cars
26 Quit India and its Aftermath are going into
action against Congress supporters in Bombay.
Our political warfare has reached new inspiring
heights. We proclaim a Whipping Act for the
people of India. Every step taken by the
Government of India since the dawn of the 9th
August has been a stab in the back of the men and
women who work and fight and die in the cause
of freedom... The suicidal policy of the
Government of India must be reversed” (London
Tribune, 14 August 1942, Chaudhari, pp. 118-
119). As government repression increased, so did
the saga of nationalist upsurge in various parts of
the country, most significantly certain pockets in
Gujarat, Satara in Mahrashtra, Ballia in United
Provinces, Medinipur in Bengal, and many areas
in Bihar. Press censorship encouraged
underground literature like the Bombay Congress
Bulletin that was printed on 10 August in English,
Gujarati, Marathi, Hindi and Urdu; Vande
Mataram in Gujarati; Ittehad in Urdu in Bombay;
Biplabi in Bengali in Medinipur.

Regional aspects of the Movement:

The Quit India Movement had two phases:
an initial mass movement phase from August
until September, followed by a longer quasi-
guerrilla insurgency phase. In the cities, strike
action continued from 9-14 August in Bombay
and in Calcutta from 10-17 August. There were
strikes in Kanpur, Lucknow and Nagpur and
violent clashes with striking millworkers in Delhi.
In Patna, the police almost completely lost control
over the city for two days after clashes in front of
the Secretariat on 11 August. Thereafter those
activists who had not been arrested, including
militant groups of students spread out from the
cities to join the insurrection in rural areas. Mass
participation was inspired by inflammatory
underground publications, such as the Bombay
Provincial Bulletin, Free India, War of India
Bulletin, Do or Die News-sheet, Free State of
India Gazette and the Congress Gazette which
flourished after the official Congress leadership
had been imprisoned and their offices, assets and
printing presses seized. In most places the
movement declined within two to four weeks
from 9 August 1942. This was due to both
government repression through the army and the
police and because the leaders responsible for
guiding the movement failed to consolidate the
spirit of rebellion among the people. But the
quick spread and the intensity of the movement
took the British Indian government by surprise.

The intelligence machinery of the
government had failed to warn the authorities
about the likely extent of the movement. Thus
during the first two weeks of the uprising the
authority of the government practically collapsed
over vast tracts in the United Provinces, Bihar,
Bengal, Orissa, Central Provinces, Maharashtra
and in some parts of the Madras Presidency. In
Western India the movement was slow to grow in
August 1942. But as it gained momentum it

continued into 1943 and in some cases even
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longer. In districts such as East Khandesh, Satara,
Broach and Surat large number of peasants took
part in guerrilla-style attacks on government
property, lines of communication, and people
known to be sympathetic to British rule. The
agitation was remarkable also due to the strength
and duration of protest in towns such as Pune,
Ahmadnagar and Ahmedabad. One commentator
named Ahmedabad as ‘the Stalingrad of India’!
Western India also took a lead in bomb and
sabotage activities. Of the 664 bomb explosions
recorded in India from August 1942 to January
1944, nearly 76 per cent occurred in Bombay
Presidency. The strong bases of the Congress
were Ahmedabad, Baroda and Surat cities, the
districts of Kheda and Surat and the Jambusar
taluka of Broach district. One important group
from the viewpoint of the movement was the
Gujarat Vyayam Prachark Mandal (Gujarat
Society For the Propagation of Physical
Training). Its leader, Chhotubhai Purani was
associated with extremist nationalist
organisations. He had later become an active
member of the Gandhian Congress but had never
fully accepted the principle of non-violence. He
founded a network of gymnasiums throughout
Gujarat in which boys and young men were
taught that they should train both their bodies and
minds to fight the British. The boys were mostly
Brahmans, Baniyas, Patidarsfrom urban middle-
class and prosperous rural families. Gandhi
approved of these activities in part because Purani
had refused to allow right-wing Hindu and anti-
Muslim sentiments to be voiced in his
gymnasiums. By 1942 there were as a result a
large number of young men in Gujarat who were
mentally and physically prepared to support a
violent struggle against the British. It was in this
explosive atmosphere that the Congress leaders
launched the Quit India Movement in which the
likes of Vallabhbhai supported the agitationist
mood of the people whereas Morarji Desai took a

more cautious approach since he believed that
Gandhi’s work for non-violence would be undone
if popular violence was condoned and
encouraged. There were similar stories in almost
all the major cities across the country. As soon as
the news of the arrest of Gandhi broke, the
millworkers downed their tools, the merchants
closed their shops, students left their schools and
colleges, and large crowds flocked the streets. In
Ahmadabad, the crowds targeted policemen and
anyone wearing the symbol of colonial culture
like the solar topi. On 10 August about 2,000
students took out a procession. When the police
tried to break it up with lathi-charges, the students
counter-attacked, throwing bricks.
Demonstrations and clashes with the police
continued at a high pitch for another two weeks.
In Kheda, a total of ten agitators were killed by
the police between 11 and 19 August. In addition
to the open clashes, there was widespread cutting
of telegraph wire and other minor acts of sabotage
on public property. According to Sir Roger
Lumley (Governor of Bombay from 1937-43),
Kheda was the most disturbed district in the
Bombay Presidency during August. In Baroda
State, by 17 August the moderate Praia Mandau
leaders were forced by popular pressure to declare
their support for the Quit India Movement. On 18
August when the organization was banned and the
leaders were arrested there were turbulent
demonstrations. The underground movement
remained strong. Most effective were the big
mass protests. Notably absent from these protests
were the Muslims, who made up twenty per cent
of the population of Ahmadabad and fifteen per
cent of the population of Baroda. There had been
a definite change in the political loyalties of
substantial sections of Muslims since the
founding of the branches of Muslim League here
since 1937. Relationship between the working
classes and middle class nationalist remained

cordial. In 1942 there were 75 textile millsin
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Ahmedabad with 116,000 workers. Work in the
mills was divided on communal lines — majority
of the spinners were harijans, weavers were
mostly patidar immigrants from north Gujarat and
Muslims. Most powerful of labour unions were
with Majur Mahajan Sangh which was closely
connected with the Congress for over two
decades. In 1942, it organized protests and strikes
for the political cause and not for higher wages.
Quit India Movement 27 28 Quit India and its
Aftermath Workers were persuaded to return to
their home towns in times of inflation. The mill-
owners were frightened that if the Japanese
advanced into India, the British might destroy
their textile mills as they retreated. As there was
not much to gain from cooperation with the
British war effort they had sympathy with the
Congress suggestion that the Indian people should
negotiate with the Japanese. They realised that if
the Congress would form government after war it
was in their interest not to alienate the party at
this critical juncture. They also feared sabotage if
they kept the mills open. But they did not support
the Quit India Movement openly. Protest in rural
areas was the strongest in Kheda district. The
most noticeable difference between rural agitation
in 1942 and earlier Congress agitation in Gujarat
was that this time revenue refusal was on the
nationalist agenda from the beginning. Revenue
collection was resumed in December 1942 only
when the movement had begun to slacken.
Collective fines were levied on villages which
had provided violent support to the struggle. In
1932-34, the land of all the peasants who had
participated in the civil-disobedience campaign
was confiscated and returned only in 1938. They
did not want a repeat of the ordeal.

The draconian measures adopted by the
authorities with show of troop strength also had a
dampening impact in the rural areas. Moreover,
the rich peasants had made profits due to war-
time inflation and were therefore not too eager to

lend support to the movement. The lower caste
peasants - the Baraiyas, Patanvadiys and
Thakardas — by and large remained aloof from the
movement. Their belief that the Congress was
primarily a Patidar party was confirmed when in
1938 the Congress government in Bombay forced
them to return the land that had earlier been
confiscated due to revenue refusal during the civil
disobedience movement and which they had
bought at low prices. The movement in Gujarat
was not socially very radical. A very successful
parallel government was nevertheless established
in  Ahmedabad. It duplicated the existing
administrative machinery with underground
leaders in charge of each municipal ward. This
was the °‘Azad Government’. It organised
protests, levied taxes, issued information in
‘patrikas’, collected intelligence through a
network of spies and punished certain notorious
policemen. The leadership was in the hands of
young Congress socialists. The parallel
government drew its legitimacy from the broad
mass of the Hindu middle classes of the city. No
attempt was made to establish such bodies in the
rural areas. Thus when rural underground activists
were hounded down by the police in early 1943,
the peasantry had no alternative programme to
turn to. According to David Hardiman, only in the
adivasi areas of south Gujarat were there
indications of a more radical movement, for there
the struggle was directed chiefly against Baniya
moneylenders and Parsi landlordscum-liquor
dealers. Local high caste Gandhian leaders proved
very sensitive to the implications of such
activities, and did their best to discourage them.
The Quit India Movement strengthened the hold
of the Gandhian Congress over Gujarat. In 1944
Congress swept the polls in the Gujarat local
elections of that year with huge majorities. In
Bihar and eastern UP as elsewhere, the cities were
the first to experience action in the course of 1942
disturbances. There was, as Max Harcourt
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observes, intense rioting in the cities between 8-
10 August. Then the focus shifted to the rural
areas. Large crowds of armed villagers converged
on the semi-isolated administrative centres in the
localities and targeted the police posts and the
local courts at the district and tehsil level.

There were instances of looting of shops,
29 godowns and residences as well. Bihar, like
Bengal and Orissa, was under Quit India
Movement Permanent Settlement. Some like the
Darbhanga, Bettiah or Darbhanga Rajahs were
very big landlords. However, the majority were
medium level landholders. Rich peasants
dominated over the rest of the village population.
In eastern UP villages were under the domination
of Bhumihar-Brahman or Rajput-Brahman
peasants who had a leading role in the 1942
movement. With the growing problem of food
shortages and the tales of horror recounted by the
refugees returning from different parts of South
East Asia, there was an increase in the activities
organised by the Kisan Sabha which supported
the Quit India campaign. The underground
movement grew very strong in Bihar and proved
to be a major law and order problem for the
British during 1942-44. Despite severe repression
several terrorist organisations and dacoit gangs
were formed in different parts of Bihar by 1943.
Many of these groups had links with the Congress
Socialist Party. They allied with socialist groups
called ‘Azad Dastas’ and carried out activities in
the name of the Congress. Vinita Damodaran
equates these dacoit groups with Eric
Hobsbawm’s ‘social bandits’ and observes that
they roamed the countryside with the support of
the village population and filled the political
vacuum between 1942-44. Their activities
increased as Gandhi undertook a 21-day fast in
prison in February 1943. In places like
Muzaffarpur, Monghyr, Saran and Patna prisoners

escaped from the overflowing prisons. There was

a spurt in the publication of underground
literature.

There was an increase in dacoities
committed mainly for food. In Bhagalpur district
the monthly incidence for dacoit crime in June
1943 was 310 as against a previous monthly
average of 50. The targets were commonly food
stores but attempts were also made to loot post
offices, post bags, government treasuries and
ammunition depots. These acts were often
accompanied by cries of ‘Gandhiji ki jai’. In
Darbhanga, attacks on the local zamindar’s
kutcheri (office) was organised by Suraj Narayan
Singh, a leader of the Congress Socialist Party
who had received training in armed activity in
Nepal. He was in constant contact with CSP
leaders in Bombay. In Bhagalpur, dacoit gangs
led by Sitaram Singh found wide support in the
hands of villagers who provided food and money.
Jayaprakash Narayan, one of the founder
members of CSP, escaped from the prison in
Nepal in November in 1942, and with the
assistance  of  another  socialist leader,
Rammanohar  Lohia, formed a  parallel
government on the Nepal border which lasted till
1944. In the neighbouring regions of Eastern UP,
mainly the Ballia district, police stations were
captured and a ‘national government’ was
declared under the leadership of Chittu Pandey. In
Azamgarh, the British could restore control only
after massive use of troops and armed police
(Crispin Bates 2010, p.162). In the Ghazipur dist
of U.P. many recalled that the leadership was
Gandhi’s but the spirit was that of Bhagat Singh.

The Quit India Movement in Medinipur in
Bengal and the famine of 1943 are the two most
significant markers of the turbulence that gripped
Bengal during 1940-44. Highhandedness by the
state in the wake of World War II, administrative
apathy and widespread hunger and destitution
provided the context for heightened public anger
and protests. District officials had earlier voiced
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their concern that a protest movement would
gather momentum if the grievances were not
promptly and effectively removed. The provincial
coalition government of the Krishak Praja Party
(KPP) and the Muslim League under the
leadership of the premier Fazlul Huq
implemented the Defence of India Rule and
announced that, “There 30 Quit India and its
Aftermath is no doubt that a mass movement
capable of arousing the passions of hundreds and
thousands of people during a period of war, may
lead to serious consequences affecting the welfare
of all sections of Indians. Such a movement
cannot be allowed to spread anywhere in India to-
day and not certainly in Bengal which falls within
the danger zone”. Following Gandhi’s arrest, the
students of Calcutta like their counterparts in
Bombay and Bihar vented their anger on services
crucial to the war efforts. Interestingly, while the
Calcutta Tramways, declared an essential service
for the war period, was damaged, buses were
ignored! Telegraph wires, railway lines and post
offices were damaged. Masks covering the street
lights as a precaution against air-raids were
removed.

Total collapse was prevented in the cities
as the administration exploited the differences
between the ‘pro-war’ (largely the Communists
and members of the Radical Democratic Party)
and ‘anti-war’ groups. The Priority Classes
Scheme which provided for the industrial
working-class of the cities also contributed to the
relative lack of continued participation in the
movement by industrial labour. In east Bengal,
the movement was restricted to towns and cities.
Nationalist propaganda was intense here.
Warnings against train journey is provided in
leaflets like ‘Rail Bhraman Bipadjanak’ (Train
Journey’s are dangerous’) affected the normal
functioning of such indispensable means of
communication. Other leaflets like ‘Why Are We
Neutral in the War?” explained the position of the

Congress in the war. The underground press
remained very active in the Dacca Division even
when the movement did not. In Mymensingh
leaflets propagated that the Indian soldiers headed
by Rashbehari Bose had occupied Imphal and that
Subhas Bose was in Burma awaiting the moment
to invade Bengal with an army of 10,000. The
information was provided in anticipation because
it was only in 1944 that this happened and the
Indian National Army (INA) succeeded on the
Manipur front. Leaflets of this kind perhaps
appeared when the regular Bengali newspapers
ceased to be published.

A  War of Independence Bulletin
published by the Assam office of Japanese-
German-Indian Association advised people to
withdraw from Calcutta as Bengal and Assam
were to witness the first drive of the Azad Hind
Fauj. The Congress had a strong presence in
Medinipur in west Bengal since the days of the
Non-Cooperation Movement. It had faced
additional problems in the wake of the war due to
the Denial Policy and rice exports to the industrial
metropolises. War-related tensions and the
political receptiveness of the area had a role to
play in the flaring up of an ‘open rebellion’ here.
Hiteshranjan Sanyal’s study shows how a number
of established Congress leaders had initially held
aloof from the Quit India Movement. Thus the
initiative passed to militant young students many
of whom were without distinct party affiliations
but had turned towards the Forward Bloc in the
late 1930s. Amidst the rising tensions in 1942, the
most significant development in Medinipur was
the formation of a parallel government with the
formidable name ‘Mahabharata Yuktarashtra:
Tamralipta Jatiya Sarkar’. The government
remained functional till 1944. The repression that
followed took the life of Matangini Hazra, an
eighty-year old political worker who was killed in
a lathi-charge on September 29, 1942. Biplabi,
the underground newsletter of the Jatiya Sarkar
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reported on atrocities on women by the military
and the police mainly to stifle protest. Women
were asked to take-up arms in self-defence since
Mahatma Gandhi had advised the same. 31
However, government repression remained
unabated even when the region Quit India
Movement experienced nature’s fury in the form
of a cyclonic storm in October 1942 and as the
famine progressed in 1943. In Satara, in western
Maharashtra, the Satyashodhak Samaj founded by
the reformer Jyotiba Phule in the late nineteenth
century provided the base and the main striking
force to the Quit India movement. Here the
peasantry had joined the nationalist movement in
the 1930s with hardly any link with the Congress
or the Left. Still Gandhi, in the opinion of Gail
Omvedt, was an important symbol for all. Thus
the main slogan of the 1942 movement — ‘do or
die’ — produced the ‘Prati sarkar’ which she
describes as the most powerful and long-lasting of
the parallel governments established during the
Quit India Movement. The activities of the ‘Prati
Sarkar’ included people’s courts or nyayadan
mandals as well as various types of armed
activities and constructive programmes. Its last
armed encounter with the police which resulted in
two deaths took place after the naval mutiny in
1946. In caste terms Satara was dominated by
Kunbis. Other sections of the population included
the Dhangara artisan castes and the Mabhars,
Mangs and Ramoshis classed as a criminal tribe
by the British.

All these groups represented the ‘bahujan
samaj’ or the majority and included a wide range
of people across castes and classes. The first wave
of activities in 1942 in Satara included sabotage,
jailbreak and armed encounters with the police.
People came with spears, axes and other home-
made weapons and believed that they could put
an end to colonial power. The govt imposed
heavy fines and arrested people. 2000 people
were in jail in Satara by the end of 1942. The

activists of the Prati Sarkar that was formed in
early 1943, carried out both constructive as well
as military and administrative tasks. They were
organised into groups that were in touch with
socialist groups of Bombay and established
structures that included volunteer squads
organised as Rashtra Seva Dal, Tufan Dal etc.
The underground activists consisted of the young
and educated sections of diverse castes of the
‘bahujan Samaj’. Brahmans and merchants,
Maratha middle-caste peasants and workers were
very well-represented here. Dalits and women
were under-represented. Between June 1943 and
early 1944 as the movement spread here, attempts
were made to build a viable and credible power
structure by suppressing criminal activities
including dacoity. In the middle of 1944 Gandhi
gave a call to surrender since after his release
from jail in May 1944, he was disturbed by the
more violent underground activities. On 1 August
he gave an open call for all those still
underground to cease struggle and surrender. All
over the country the nationalists, ranging from the
disappointed socialist leadership to the loyal
Congressmen, followed Gandhi’s advice except

in Samara.

Conclusion:

There were certain strands common to the
1942 movement in different parts of the country.
One such was the appropriation of nationalist
symbols by popular classes. Wider participation
of large sections of people in mainstream
movements had forced the pace of these
movements. This was evident earlier during the
peasant movements in northern Allahabad and
Awadh, among the plantation workers in Assam
and during the Gudem-Rampa rising led by Alluri
Sitarama Raju in Andhra in the early 1920s.
However, the enthusiasm of the general public
was greater in 1942. Their sentiments were

represented by socialist leaders like 32 Quit India
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and its Aftermath Jayaprakash Narayan when the
bulk of the peasantry of the Prati Sarkar refused
to surrender as late as August 1944 even after
Mahatma Gandhi expressed his desire that those
who were still underground should surrender.
There were different centres of political initiative
due to the preceding three decades of militant
nationalist activity. There was definitely a
concern over outbreak of violence. But it was
attributed to the provocative action of the
Government and brutal repression. In recent times
it has been argued that the history of the Quit
India Movement has been neglected primarily
because none of the major political parties played
a central role in it. It was mainly a movement of
the subaltern classes. Had the political elite been
in the forefront, the campaign would have been
more conservative in form. Numerous accounts
have established that in the absence of
conventional leadership, marginal groups proved
their mettle. The national movement gained from
the convergence of local and national interests.
However, the socially transformative character of
the movement remained incomplete. The Quit
India Movement failed to end British rule in
India. Yet, this was one movement that
demonstrated the will and reserve of diverse
communities of Indians to withstand both the
highhandedness of imperial authorities and the
elitism of the Indian political class.

The Quit India Movement stands apart
from the earlier movements in terms of the spirit
and enthusiasm that it infused in ordinary people
to support indigenous institutions and structures

of power. The parallel governments that such
efforts produced indicate the basic difference
between the 1942 movement and the earlier
movements. The Non-Cooperation Movement
was urban based and was supported mostly by
rich peasant groups like those in Gujarat.
Compared with it the Civil Disobedience
campaign was more widespread. It involved many
more poor peasants and was radicalised by the
impact of the depression. But the Quit India
Movement, as the preceding discussion
demonstrates, was the most radical and violent of
them all. It was supported by the poor and
labouring classes, who were the hardest hit by
war time inflation and food shortages. Although
every major city saw action in 1942, yet in most
urban areas British control was too tight for
Congress activism to last very long. By 1945 the
Congress was moving in the direction of focusing

its attention and energies on the 1946 elections.
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Abstract:

In an era defined by the rapid dissemination of information through digital platforms, the
traditional framework of media ethics faces unprecedented challenges. This paper examines the core
principles of responsible reporting—accuracy, independence, impartiality, and accountability—within the

context of a 24-hour news cycle and the rise of citizen journalism. Through a comparative analysis of
traditional journalistic standards and modern social media practices, this study explores how "clickbait"
culture and the "first-to-report” mentality have eroded public trust. The research concludes that while the

medium of delivery has changed, the ethical imperative remains constant, requiring a hybrid model of self-
regulation and digital literacy to maintain the integrity of the Fourth Estate.

Keywords: Media Ethics, Responsible Reporting, Journalistic Integrity, Digital Era, Gatekeeping, Fake

News.

Introduction:

Media ethics is the subdivision of applied
ethics dealing with the specific ethical principles
and standards of media, including broadcast
media, film, theatre, the arts, and print media. At
its heart, responsible reporting acts as a social
contract between the journalist and the public.
However, the transition from legacy media to
digital-first consumption has blurred the lines
between information, opinion, and entertainment.
This paper investigates the tension between the
commercial necessity for "viral" content and the
ethical duty to provide verified, objective

information.

Literature Review:

Previous scholars, such as Kovach and
Rosenstiel (2001), argued that the primary
purpose of journalism is to provide citizens with
the information they need to be free and self-

governing. Subsequent research by Ward (2011)
highlighted "Global Media Ethics," suggesting
that in a connected world, journalists must look
beyond national borders and consider the
universal impact of their narratives.

Recent literature focuses heavily on the
"Post-Truth" era. Studies indicate that the
democratic role of the media is currently under
siege by algorithmic biases and the "echo
chamber" effect, where consumers are only
exposed to information that reinforces their

existing beliefs, regardless of ethical accuracy.

Methodology:
This research employs a qualitative
comparative methodology. It analyzes:
e Code of Ethics Documents: A review of the
Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ)

guidelines.
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e Case Studies: A comparison of traditional
reporting (e.g., The New York Times)
versus "New Media" reporting (e.g., social-
media-based news aggregators).

e Thematic Analysis: Identifying recurring
ethical breaches in modern reporting, such
as lack of verification and sensationalism.

e Explanation of Concepts and Comparison

e The Pillars of Media Ethics

The Society of Professional Journalists
(SPJ) Code of Ethics outlines four essential
pillars—Seek Truth and Report It, Minimize
Harm, Act Independently, and Be Accountable
and Transparent. These principles guide
journalists to ensure accuracy, fairness, and
integrity in  reporting, balancing public
enlightenment with compassion, independence,
and accountability.

e Seek Truth and Report: It Ethical
journalism strives to ensure the free
exchange of information that is accurate,
fair, and thorough. Journalists should:

e Verify Information: Confirm facts before
releasing them, using original sources
whenever possible.

e Provide Context: Avoid misrepresenting or
oversimplifying facts to present a
comprehensive story.

e Be Accurate: Get the facts right, and when
information cannot be verified, state that
clearly.

e Search for Diverse Voices: Boldly tell the
story of the diversity of the human
experience, providing voice to the
voiceless.

e Hold Power Accountable: Act as watchdogs
over public affairs and government.

e Minimize Harm: Ethical journalism treats

sources, subjects, colleagues, and members

of the public as human beings deserving of
respect.

Show Compassion: Be sensitive when
dealing with victims of crime, children, or
those affected by tragedy.

Balance Need for Information: Weigh the
public’s need for information against
potential harm or discomfort.

Protect Privacy: Recognize that private
people have a higher right to control
information about themselves than public
officials.

Consider Consequences: Evaluate the long-
term impact of publishing or broadcasting
personal information.

Act Independently: The highest duty of
journalists is to the public, and they must
avoid conflicts of interest that could
compromise integrity.

Avoid Conflicts: Shun conflicts of interest,
whether real or perceived.

Refuse Gifts/Favors: Do not accept gifts or
special  treatment from sources or
advertisers.

Resist Pressure: Deny favored treatment to
advertisers and resist internal/external
pressure to influence coverage.

Label Content: Distinguish news from
advertising, clearly marking sponsored
content.

Be  Accountable and  Transparent:
Journalists must take responsibility for their
work and explain their decisions to the
public.

Clarify Ethics: Explain ethical choices and
processes to audiences.

Correct  Mistakes:  Correct  mistakes
promptly and prominently.

Encourage Dialogue: Invite dialogue with

the public regarding journalistic conduct.
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e Expose Ethical Issues: Report on unethical
practices within the media industry.
These four pillars form the foundation of

responsible, credible journalism, ensuring that

Comparison: Traditional vs. Modern Digital Media:

media professionals serve the public interest

while maintaining high professional standards.

Feature Traditional Reporting (Legacy)

Modern Digital Reporting
(Social/New)

Gatekeeping Multi-layered editorial review.

Often absent; direct-to-publish.

Verification takes precedence

Speed is prioritized to

Speed over speed. capture "clicks."
Correction Formal retractions in subsequent Silent edits or deleted posts (often
editions. lacks transparency).

The "Clickbait" Dilemma:

Responsible reporting is often at odds
with the economic realities of the digital age.
When revenue is tied to the number of views,
there is an ethical temptation to use sensationalist
headlines. This practice, known as clickbait, often
misrepresents the facts to lure the reader,

violating the principle of accuracy.

Conclusion:

Media ethics is not a static set of rules but
a living practice that must evolve with
technology. The comparison between traditional
and modern media reveals that while the tools of
the trade have become more accessible, the
"gatekeeping" function of the editor has
weakened. Responsible reporting in the 21st
century requires journalists to be more transparent
about their sources and for audiences to be more
discerning. Ultimately, the survival of a healthy
democracy depends on a media landscape that
prioritizes the public's right to know over the

public's desire to be entertained.
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Abstract:

Flexibility and balance are fundamental components of physical fitness that significantly influence
mobility, injury prevention, and overall quality of life. Flexibility, commonly assessed through measures
such as the sit-and-reach test and joint range of motion (ROM), and balance, evaluated using tools like the
Berg Balance Scale (BBS) and one-leg stance tests, tend to decline with aging, sedentary lifestyles, and
musculoskeletal disorders. These declines increase the risk of falls, particularly among older adults, where
nearly 30 percent experience at least one fall annually.

Yoga, an ancient mind-body practice integrating physical postures (asanas), breathing techniques
(pranayama), and meditation, has emerged as an effective intervention to address these issues. This study
synthesizes findings from more than 25 randomized controlled trials and systematic reviews conducted
between 2014 and 2025, involving over 1,500 participants across diverse populations including healthy
adults, elderly individuals, and athletes.

The evidence indicates that yoga interventions lasting 8 to 12 weeks result in significant
improvements in flexibility (20-35 percent increase, effect size ranging from 0.49 to 0.82) and balance (15—
40 percent improvement, effect size between 0.40 and 0.64). The most pronounced benefits are observed
among older adults and in structured yoga styles such as Hatha and lyengar yoga. Physiological
mechanisms underlying these improvements include enhanced myofascial elasticity, neuromuscular
coordination, and proprioceptive sensitivity.

Despite variations in intervention protocols, yoga demonstrates strong potential as a scalable, cost-
effective approach for enhancing physical fitness. In Karnataka, where yoga infrastructure is well-
developed through AYUSH initiatives, the integration of yoga into public health programs offers promising
opportunities for fall prevention and health promotion.

Keywords: Yoga, Flexibility, Balance, Asanas, Older Adults, Neuromuscular Coordination.

Introduction:

Flexibility and balance are essential for
maintaining  functional  independence  and
preventing injuries across the lifespan. Flexibility
refers to the ability of muscles and joints to move
through their full range without restriction, while
balance involves the capacity to maintain stability

and control over the body’s position in space.

Both components are critical for performing daily
activities and athletic tasks efficiently.

However, these abilities decline
progressively with age. Research indicates that
individuals lose approximately 10 to 20 percent of
their joint range of motion per decade after the
age of 30 due to physiological factors such as

collagen stiffening, reduced muscle elasticity, and
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joint degeneration. Similarly, balance declines by
nearly 15 percent after the age of 60, primarily
due to deterioration in sensory systems, including
vision, vestibular function, and proprioception.

Yoga, rooted in ancient Indian philosophy
and systematized in classical texts, offers a
holistic approach to improving physical and
mental well-being. Through a combination of
stretching, strengthening, and mindful breathing,
yoga addresses both musculoskeletal and
neurological components of fitness. For instance,
forward-bending postures enhance hamstring
flexibility, while standing poses improve postural
stability and coordination.

In the Indian context, particularly in
Karnataka, yoga has gained widespread
acceptance due to institutional support from
AYUSH programs and yoga centers in cities like
Bengaluru and Mysuru. Given the increasing
burden of non-communicable diseases and aging
populations, yoga presents a viable intervention
for improving flexibility and balance. This study
aims to analyze the physiological mechanisms,
evaluate empirical evidence, and propose
practical applications of yoga for diverse

populations.

Literature Review:
Flexibility Mechanisms and Evidence:

Yoga enhances flexibility through
multiple physiological mechanisms. One of the
primary processes is the alteration of the
viscoelastic properties of muscle and fascia, often
described as thixotropy, where tissues become
more pliable with sustained movement and heat.
Additionally, prolonged stretching in yoga
postures activates the Golgi tendon organs, which
help reduce muscle tension through autogenic
inhibition.

Meta-analytical evidence supports these
mechanisms. Studies involving over 1,200

participants demonstrate moderate improvements

in lower-body flexibility with effect sizes around
0.49, while upper-body flexibility shows smaller
yet significant gains. Interventions lasting eight
weeks or more have been shown to increase sit-
and-reach scores by up to 35 percent, particularly
in Hatha yoga programs.

Athletic
significantly from yoga. Research indicates that

populations  also  benefit

athletes undergoing yoga training for 8 to 10
weeks experience approximately 25 percent
improvement in flexibility compared to control
groups. These improvements contribute to

enhanced performance and reduced injury risk.

Balance Mechanisms and Evidence:

Balance improvements through yoga are
primarily attributed to enhanced proprioception,
core muscle activation, and neuromuscular
coordination. Yoga postures stimulate
mechanoreceptors in  muscles and joints,
improving the body’s ability to detect and
respond to positional changes.

Evidence from randomized controlled
trials indicates that yoga significantly improves
balance, with effect sizes ranging from 0.40 to
0.64. Among older adults, improvements in Berg
Balance Scale scores of 5 to 8 points have been
reported, which are clinically meaningful. Studies
involving clinical populations, such as stroke
patients, also demonstrate significant recovery in
balance function following yoga interventions.

Comparative studies reveal that yoga is
more effective than aerobic exercise in improving
balance and is comparable to Pilates in enhancing
flexibility. These findings highlight yoga’s
comprehensive impact on physical fitness.

Methods:
Data Sources:
The study is based on a narrative

synthesis of research articles retrieved from
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databases such as PubMed, PMC, and Web of
Science, covering the period from 2014 to 2026.
Inclusion Criteria:

Studies included randomized controlled
trials, systematic reviews, and meta-analyses
focusing on yoga interventions lasting at least
four weeks and using validated outcome measures
such as sit-and-reach tests and balance scales.
Analysis:

A total of 68 studies were screened, out of
which 28 were selected for detailed analysis.
Thematic synthesis was used to categorize
findings based on flexibility, balance, and
population groups. Effect sizes were interpreted

to assess the magnitude of impact.

Physiological Mechanisms:
Flexibility:

Yoga postures involving sustained
stretching improve muscle elasticity and joint
mobility. These practices reduce stiffness and
enhance sarcomere length, leading to increased
flexibility. Neurological adaptations, including
improved motor control and body awareness,
further contribute to flexibility gains.

Balance:

Yoga improves balance by enhancing the
integration of sensory inputs from the visual,
vestibular, and somatosensory systems. Core
muscle activation stabilizes the body’s center of
gravity, while breathing techniques regulate
neuromuscular responses. These combined effects
lead to improved postural control and reduced
risk of falls.

Evidence by Population:

Healthy Adults and  Athletes: Yoga
interventions among healthy adults and athletes
show significant improvements in flexibility and
moderate gains in balance. Athletes particularly
benefit from enhanced muscle recovery and

injury prevention.

Older Adults: Older individuals experience the
greatest benefits from yoga, with substantial
improvements in balance and mobility. These
improvements reduce fall risk and enhance
independence.

Clinical Populations: Yoga has shown promising
results in clinical populations, including stroke
survivors, where it improves balance and

functional mobility.

Protocols and Implementation:

Effective yoga programs typically involve
sessions lasting 60 minutes, conducted two to
three times per week over a period of 8 to 12
weeks. These sessions include warm-up exercises,
a series of asanas, and relaxation techniques.

In Karnataka, yoga programs are widely
implemented through government initiatives and
community centers. The integration of yoga into
public health programs can enhance accessibility

and participation.

Challenges and Moderators:

Despite its benefits, yoga research faces
challenges such as variability in intervention
protocols and participant adherence. Factors such
as baseline fitness levels, age, and consistency of
practice  influence  outcomes.  Long-term
sustainability of benefits also requires further

investigation.

Discussion:

The findings confirm that yoga is an
effective and holistic intervention for improving
flexibility and balance. Its advantages include low
cost, accessibility, and adaptability to different
populations. Compared to other forms of exercise,
yoga provides integrated physical and mental

benefits.
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Recommendations:

Yoga programs should be incorporated
into public health initiatives, particularly for older
adults and high-risk populations. Training and
certification of instructors should be standardized
to ensure quality. Further research is needed to
explore long-term effects and optimize

intervention protocols.

Conclusion:

Yoga practices significantly enhance
flexibility and balance through physiological,
neurological, and psychological mechanisms. The
evidence strongly supports its role as a preventive
and therapeutic intervention. In regions like
Karnataka, where yoga infrastructure is well

established, scaling up yoga-based programs can

contribute to improved public health outcomes

and reduced healthcare costs.
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Abstract:

The media holds a crucial position in influencing contemporary democratic societies. It serves as a
link between the authorities and the citizens, impacts political actions, and molds public perception. In

modern democracies, the media both spreads information and shapes political discussion, influences
election results, and either strengthens or controls civil society. This study explores the diverse impact of
media on political parties, electoral processes, and civic life. It examines the beneficial and harmful sides of

media participation, encompassing agenda-setting, communication in politics, campaigning during
elections, public awareness, misinformation, and bias in the media. The research emphasizes the changing
landscape of media, shifting from conventional outlets like newspapers and television to digital and social

media, and its effects on democratic governance

Keywords: Media, Political Parties, Elections, Civil Society, Democracy, Social Media, Political

Communication, Public Opinion.

Introduction:

Media is often referred to as the “fourth
pillar of democracy,” alongside the legislature,
executive, and judiciary. It functions as an
essential instrument for informing citizens,
promoting transparency, and ensuring
accountability. In democratic societies, the
relationship between media, political parties,
elections, and civil society is deeply
interconnected.

Over the past few decades, technological
advancements have transformed the media
landscape. The rise of digital platforms, 24/7
news cycles, and social media has significantly
altered how political information is produced,
disseminated, and consumed. This transformation
has amplified the media’s influence, making it a

powerful actor in political processes.

Research Objectives:
1.

To analyze how traditional and digital
media shape political party strategies,
communication patterns, and public image
formation.

To examine the influence of media on
electoral processes and voter behavior,
including political awareness, opinion
formation, and voting decisions.

To assess the role of media—especially
social media—in political mobilization and
the functioning of civil society, including
advocacy, public  engagement, and
collective action.

To evaluate the challenges and ethical
implications of media in democracy,
particularly  concerning media  bias,
misinformation, polarization, and their
impact on public trust and democratic

institutions.
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Media and Political Parties:
1. Political Communication and Image
Building:

Media serves as a primary channel
through which political parties communicate their
ideologies, policies, and programs to the public.
Political parties rely heavily on media platforms
to build their image and maintain public visibility.
Television debates, interviews, press conferences,
and social media campaigns allow parties to
present their agendas. Media helps create political
narratives that shape how parties are perceived by
voters.

2. Agenda Setting Role:

Media has the power to decide which
issues are important. By prioritizing certain
topics, media influences the political agenda of
parties. Political parties often align their policies
with issues highlighted in the media to remain
relevant. For example, if media focuses
extensively on unemployment or inflation,
political parties may prioritize these issues in their
campaigns.

3. Political Advertising:

Political parties invest heavily in media
advertising to reach voters. Paid advertisements in
newspapers, television, and digital platforms are
used to promote party agendas and criticize
opponents. With the rise of social media, targeted
advertising has become more sophisticated,
allowing parties to reach specific demographic
groups.

4. Media Bias and Partnership:

Media outlets may exhibit bias toward
certain political parties or ideologies. This bias
can influence public perception and give unfair
advantage to particular parties. Partisan media can
polarize society by presenting one-sided
narratives, democratic

thereby  affecting

Processes.

Media and Elections:
1. Voter Awareness and Education:

Media plays a crucial role in educating
voters about electoral processes, candidates, and
issues. It provides information on voting
procedures, election dates, and party manifestos.
An informed electorate is essential for the
functioning of democracy, and media contributes
significantly to this awareness.

2. Election Campaigns:

Election campaigns have become media-
centric. Political rallies, debates, and campaign
messages are broadcast widely, reaching millions
of voters. Social media platforms have
transformed campaigns by enabling direct
interaction between candidates and voters.
Politicians can communicate instantly and receive
immediate feedback.

3. Opinion Polls and Exit Polls:

Media organizations conduct and publish
opinion polls and exit polls, which influence voter
behaviour. These polls can create a “bandwagon
effect,” where voters support the perceived
winning party. However, inaccurate polls can
mislead voters and affect electoral outcomes.

4. Role of Social Media:

Social media platforms such as Facebook,
Twitter, and WhatsApp have become key tools in
elections. They facilitate rapid dissemination of
information and mobilization of voters.

However, they also pose challenges:
e Spread of misinformation and fake news
¢ Manipulation of public opinion
e Use of bots and algorithms to influence
voters
5. Election Monitoring and Transparency:

Media acts as a watchdog during
elections, reporting irregularities, malpractices,
and violations of electoral laws. Investigative
journalism helps ensure transparency and fairness

in elections.
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Media and Civil Society:
1. Awareness and Public Participation:

Media raises awareness about social,
economic, and political issues, encouraging
public participation in democratic processes. It
informs citizens about their rights and
responsibilities. Civil society organizations use
media to advocate for social change and mobilize
support for various causes.

2. Platform for Public Debate:

Media provides a platform for discussion
and debate on important issues. Talk shows,
editorials, and online forums allow citizens to
express their views and engage in dialogue. This
exchange of ideas strengthens democratic values
and promotes inclusivity.

3. Accountability and Transparency:

Media plays a crucial role in holding
governments and institutions accountable.
Investigative journalism exposes corruption,
abuse of power, and inefficiency. By highlighting
such issues, media empowers civil society to
demand accountability.

4. Empowerment of Marginalized Groups:

Media gives voice to marginalized
communities, highlighting their issues and
concerns. This representation helps in promoting
social justice and equality. Social media, in
particular, has enabled grassroots movements to
gain visibility and support.

5. Risks of Misinformation:

While media can empower civil society, it
can also mislead it. The spread of fake news,
propaganda, and misinformation can create
confusion, fear, and social unrest. Misinformation
can weaken trust in institutions and disrupt social

harmony.

Positive Impacts of Media:
1. Enhances political awareness
2. Promotes transparency and accountability
3. Encourages citizen participation
4. Strengthens democratic institutions

5. Facilitates communication between

government and citizens

Negative Impacts of Media:
1. Media bias and political polarization
2. Spread of fake news and misinformation
3. Sensationalism and lack of objectivity
4. Manipulation of public opinion
5. Influence of corporate and political
interests

Challenges in the Media Landscape:
1. Fake News and Disinformation:

The rapid spread of false information is a
major challenge. Social media platforms often
lack  effective = mechanisms to  control
misinformation.

2. Decline of Ethical Journalism:

Commercial pressures and competition
have led to a decline in journalistic standards.
Sensationalism often takes precedence over
factual reporting.

3. Media Ownership and Control:

Concentration of media ownership in the
hands of a few corporations can limit diversity of
viewpoints and affect editorial independence.

4. Digital Divide:

Access to digital media is not uniform.
Sections of society without internet access are
excluded from the benefits of digital

communication.

Suggestions and Recommendations:

1. Strengthening Media Ethics: Journalists
and media organisations must adhere to
ethical standards and ensure accuracy and
fairness in reporting.

2. Regulation of Social Media:
Governments and platforms should
implement measures to curb fake news

while protecting freedom of expression.
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3. Media Literacy: Citizens should be
educated to critically evaluate media
content and identify misinformation.

4. Ensuring Media Independence: Policies
should be implemented to prevent undue
political and corporate influence on
media.

5. Promoting Inclusive Media Access:
Efforts should be made to bridge the
digital divide and ensure equal access to
information.

Conclusion:

The media is a crucial element of
contemporary democracy. Its impact on political
parties, elections, and civil society is significant
and extensive. Although the media can enhance
democratic processes by fostering transparency,
accountability, and participation, it also presents
considerable challenges through bias,
misinformation, and manipulation.

The changing media environment, fuelled
by technological progress, necessitates thoughtful
regulation and responsible usage. A balanced
strategy that protects freedom of speech while
maintaining accountability is vital for the proper
operation of democracy.

In the end, the function of media ought to
be to inform, educate, and empower citizens,
allowing them to make knowledgeable choices

and engage actively in democratic governance.
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Abstract:

This article examines the interlocking relationship between political parties, elections and civil
society as the foundational pillars of modern democratic governance. Political parties function as essential
intermediaries between state and society, performing critical roles including interest aggregation,
candidate recruitment, policy formulation and electoral mobilisation. Elections constitute the primary
mechanism through which citizens hold governments accountable, legitimising political authority while
facilitating peaceful transfers of power. Civil society occupies the space between the state, market and
private sphere, encompassing voluntary associations, non-governmental organisations, social movements
and community-based groups that articulate citizen concerns, monitor state conduct and foster democratic
participation. The article argues that the health of democracy depends upon the synergistic interplay of
these three institutional complexes. When functioning effectively, political parties translate societal
preferences into public policy, elections provide structured accountability, and civil society empowers
citizens to engage meaningfully in political life. However, contemporary democracies confront profound
challenges, including declining party membership and public trust, rising electoral volatility, the erosion of
civic space, the impact of populist governance, and disparities in political influence. Drawing on
comparative case studies from Brazil, India and South Africa, the article illustrates how the balance among
these three forces shapes democratic outcomes. It concludes that democratic renewal requires
strengthening party-society linkages, enhancing electoral integrity through robust civic oversight, and
protecting the associational freedoms upon which vibrant civil society depends.

Keywords: Political Parties, Elections, Civil Society, Democracy, Democratic Governance, Electoral
Accountability, Political Participation, Populism.

Introduction:

In the architecture of modern democracy,
three institutional pillars stand as indispensable:
political parties, competitive elections and civil
society. Each performs distinctive functions, yet
their interdependence is such that the weakening
of any one dimension inevitably strains the
others. Political parties translate fragmented
societal preferences into coherent policy
alternatives; elections transform these choices
into legitimate governmental authority; and civil

society ensures that both parties and elected

officials remain attentive to citizen concerns
beyond electoral cycles.

Yet this triad is under unprecedented
strain.  Across established and emerging
democracies alike, declining party membership,
eroding public trust, rising political polarisation
and the ascent of populist movements have
fundamentally altered the relationship between
citizens and their governing institutions.
Simultaneously, civil society organisations face
increasing restrictions on their activities, while

the integrity of electoral processes is contested as
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never before. Understanding the complex
dynamics among these three elements has thus
become a matter of urgent practical as well as
theoretical importance.

Political Parties: The

Institutions:

Intermediary

Political parties are stable, organised
groups whose members share common political
ideas, programmes or interests, and who in
representative democracies normally seek to
wield power through free and competitive
elections. As Sartori classically defined them,
parties are “any group that presents at elections,
and is capable of placing through elections,
candidates for public office”.

The functions of political parties are
manifold and essential. They recruit and socialise
political personnel, aggregate and articulate
citizens’ preferences, formulate policy platforms,
conduct electoral campaigns, and structure
legislative  decision-making. Perhaps  most
fundamentally, parties facilitate a mutually
responsive relationship between public policy and
popular opinion by acting as intermediaries
between the state and its people. They enable
citizens to work together toward shared policy
goals, help voters clarify policy choices and
ideological agendas, and provide continuity and
accountability across electoral cycles.

Party systems vary considerably across
democracies. The three principal typologies are
single-party or dominant-party systems, two-party
systems, and multi-party systems. Each
configuration carries distinct implications for
governance stability, representation and electoral
behaviour. In proportional representation systems,
multi-party coalitions are common; in first-past-
the-post systems, two-party dynamics typically

predominate.

Civil Society: The Democratic Space:

Civil society refers to the sphere of
voluntary collective action that exists between the
state and the market, encompassing non-
governmental organisations, community-based
associations, social movements, trade unions,
faith-based groups and countless other forms of
citizen organisation. It is “a space that belongs to
the citizen” where “citizenship is lived and
practised”. Civil society has become “a kind of
aspirational shorthand for the ideas and values of
equity, deepening participation, public fairness,
individual rights, tolerance, trust, legality,
cooperation and informed citizenry”.

The democratic functions of civil society
are extensive. First, civil society limits and
controls the power of the state, ensuring that
governmental authority remains accountable to
the governed. Second, civil society organisations
promote political participation, encouraging
citizens to engage with electoral campaigns and
exercise their right to vote. Third, civil society
fosters transparency and accountability across all
branches of government, serving as a watchdog
over both state institutions and political parties. A
vibrant and diverse civil society is thus “a critical
pre-condition for a more equitable, democratic,

pluralistic and humane society”.

Elections: The Mechanism of Accountability:
Elections determine who is to take control
of government and constitute the primary
mechanism through which citizens hold their
representatives accountable. They transform
abstract popular sovereignty into concrete
political authority, legitimising governmental
power while providing a regularised channel for
expressing popular consent or dissent. Electoral
systems—whether majoritarian, proportional or
mixed—carry profound implications for voter
participation, representation, government stability

and the functioning of democracy more broadly.

193



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 37

ISSN - 2347-7075

In representative democracies, elections
serve two conceptually distinct purposes. The first
views elections as a mechanism to hold
government accountable for its past performance;
the second emphasises elections as a means of
selecting representatives who will pursue
particular policy directions into the future. These
contrasting perspectives—retrospective  versus
prospective accountability—are embodied in
different institutional structures and profoundly
influence vote choice, political participation and

satisfaction with democratic functioning.

The Symbiotic Relationship:

Political parties and civil society are
traditionally considered together as cornerstones
of democracy. Parties act as “the mortar that
binds” the state and civil society together to
create a truly democratic polity. They provide the
“supply side” of politics—organised alternatives
for voters to choose among—while civil society
helps provide the “demand side”, articulating
citizen concerns and pressing parties to respond.

This  relationship is not always
harmonious. When political parties are weak or
captured by elite interests, civil society may step
into the breach, assuming functions—such as
policy formulation or service delivery—that
properly belong to political institutions.
Conversely, when civil society is suppressed or
co-opted, parties may become insulated from the
societal feedback necessary for responsive
governance. Historical case studies demonstrate
that the most resilient democracies are those in
which parties and civil society organisations
maintain robust, independent and mutually

respectful relationships.

Case Studies:

Brazil: Civil Society to Political Movement:
The emergence of Bancada Ativista

(Activist Caucus) in the wake of Brazil’s 2016

political crisis exemplifies how civil society can
directly generate political parties. Founded as an
independent movement to elect progressive
activists, its central agenda was to bring about
political renewal from civil society itself.
Similarly, the Workers’ Party (Partido dos
Trabalhadores) emerged from labour movement
activism, illustrating how social movements can
transform into durable political organisations that
subsequently shape national governance.

India: Movement to Party to Government:

India’s Aam Aadmi Party (AAP, or Party
of the Common Man) provides another
compelling illustration. Emerging from the anti-
corruption movement led by Anna Hazare, AAP
contested the Delhi state elections in 2013 against
the long-dominant Congress Party and the
Bharatiya Janata Party, putting participation at the
core of its political project. The party’s formation
demonstrated how historically evolved links
between a party and the civil society from which
its political power is derived can fundamentally
reshape electoral competition.

South Africa: Civil Society as Democratic
Watchdog:

In post-apartheid South Africa, civil
society  organisations  have played an
indispensable role in monitoring the African
National Congress (ANC) government and
advocating for improved public participation at
the local government level. Coalitions of civil
society organisations have formed to hold
political parties accountable, while opposition
parties have sought to partner with community
bodies to address governance gaps.
Contemporary Challenges:

Despite their essential roles, all three
pillars of democratic governance face mounting
challenges. Declining party membership, rising
anti-party sentiment, falling participation rates,
heightened electoral volatility, and persistent

perceptions  of  unresponsiveness, elitism,
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corruption and self-interest have eroded public
trust in political parties across the globe. Global
data show that countries in many regions have
experienced decreases in political party influence,
with implications for democratic accountability
and the quality of democracy itself.

Civil society faces its own profound
pressures. The worldwide rise of populism has led
to increased restrictions on civic space, with
leaders  often

populist associating  non-

governmental ~ organisations  with  public
institutions rather than recognising them as
independent promoters of citizens’ rights.
Populist radical right parties have strategically
targeted and infiltrated associations to diffuse
anti-establishment rhetoric and anti-democratic
attitudes. Meanwhile, funding challenges, digital
transformations and political crackdowns further
constrain civil society’s capacity to fulfil its

democratic functions.

Conclusion:
Political

society constitute the indispensable triad of

Parties

electoral

parties, elections and civil

democratic ~ governance. aggregate

preferences and structure choice;
elections provide accountability and legitimate
authority; civil society articulates citizen concerns
and monitors institutional conduct. The health of
democracy depends upon the balanced and
synergistic functioning of all three. Contemporary
challenges—declining party membership,
populist assaults on civil society, and eroding
electoral  integrity—threaten  this  balance.
Democratic renewal requires reinvigorating party-
society  linkages, protecting associational
freedoms, and ensuring that elections remain
credible mechanisms of popular accountability.
The task is urgent, for without robust parties,
credible elections and vibrant civil society,

democracy itself cannot long survive.
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Abstract:

The 21st century marks a transformative period in which the concept of nationhood is being
redefined through policy innovation, governance restructuring, and participatory democracy. In
contemporary India, the evolving character of governance reflects both developmental ambition and
democratic experimentation. Policy reforms under the present government—from Digital India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat to PM Gati Shakti, Ayushman Bharat, and Viksit Bharat 2047 Vision—have aimed to
strengthen the fabric of nationhood through transparency, technology, and citizen empowerment. This study
critically analyses how these reforms influence inclusive governance and accountability while shaping a
collective national identity. According to recent governance indices, India ranks 39" globally in the
Chandler Good Government Index (2024), reflecting steady progress in institutional capacity and public
service delivery. Moreover, the United Nations e-Government Development Index (2022) places India
among the top 10 developing nations in digital governance. These indicators reflect the measurable
outcomes of reform-oriented governance and its impact on national cohesion It also investigates the tension
between centralization and participatory decentralization in governance structures. Drawing on qualitative
analysis, policy documents, and socio-political data, the research reveals that while reforms have improved
service delivery, enhanced public accountability, and boosted national pride, gaps persist in regional
equity, institutional decentralization, and civic participation. The paper concludes that nationhood in the
21st century must transcend state-centric models and evolve through people-centric governance anchored
in justice, equality, and inclusive participation.

Keywords: Nationhood, Policy Reform, Good Governance, Democratic Accountability, Inclusivity,
Participatory Development.

Introduction: accountable governance has always been central
Nationhood is both an idea and an to its constitutional ethos.

evolving process. It encompasses the collective In  recent decades, globalization,

identity, values, and aspirations that unify diverse technological advancement, and rapid economic

citizens under a shared democratic framework. In transformation have demanded that governments

India, a nation marked by social plurality and rethink traditional notions of nationhood. Nation-

regional diversity, the pursuit of inclusive and building is no longer confined to physical

boundaries or cultural homogeneity—it extends to
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the state’s ability to uphold justice, inclusivity,
and equity through efficient governance.

The present Indian government (2014—
2025) has introduced a wide spectrum of policy
reforms that claim to redefine India’s
developmental identity. Programs like Digital
India, PM Gati Shakti, Smart Cities Mission,
One Nation One Ration Card, Atmanirbhar
Bharat, and Mission Amrit Sarovar collectively
signify a new model of “Reform, Perform, and
Transform.” These initiatives aim not only to
modernize the administrative machinery but also
to invoke a sense of national integration rooted in
participatory progress.

In the post-pandemic context, India’s
governance approach has undergone structural
reorientation. The COVID-19 crisis accelerated
the digitization of welfare schemes and health
systems through initiatives such as CoWIN,
Aarogya Setu, and the PM Garib Kalyan
Yojana (PMGKY), which reached nearly 800
million citizens. These interventions not only
demonstrated state capacity but also reinforced a
sense of national unity through collective
resilience. Furthermore, the government’s Viksit
Bharat 2047 roadmap outlines a long-term vision
of transforming India into a “developed nation”
through inclusive growth, sustainable
infrastructure, and accountable governance —
central to the evolving concept of reimagined
nationhood.

However, this shift also poses questions
about the nature of inclusivity, accountability, and
participatory democracy in practice. Does the
centralization of power in the executive
strengthen  unity or weaken  pluralistic
engagement? Is the pursuit of efficiency
overshadowing local voices and institutional
diversity?

This research seeks to critically engage with these

questions, interpreting nationhood as a living

project shaped by policy reform and collective

responsibility.

Objectives:

1. To examine how recent policy reforms
redefine the concept of nationhood in the
contemporary Indian political landscape.

2. To evaluate the inclusivity and
accountability dimensions embedded within
government policy initiatives.

3. To analyse the socio-political and
institutional ~ outcomes  of  reforms
introduced between 2014 and 2025.

4. To identify challenges in achieving
participatory, decentralised, and equitable
governance.

5. To suggest measures for strengthening
inclusive, transparent, and people-centred

nationhood through policy reform.

Research Methodology:

This study employs a qualitative and
descriptive-analytical methodology, integrating
theoretical and empirical approaches to
understand the dynamic relationship between

policy reform and nationhood.

Data Collection:
Primary Official

publications, NITI Aayog Vision Documents,

Sources: government
Parliamentary Standing Committee Reports,
policy guidelines, and national survey data.
Secondary Sources: Peer-reviewed academic
papers, books on public policy and governance,
reports by think tanks such as PRS India, and
media analyses from The Hindu,Indian
Express,and Economic Times. Framework of
Analysis:
The study utilizes three analytical parameters:

1. Inclusivity — assessing equity and access

in policy implementation.
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2. Accountability — examining transparency
mechanisms and institutional checks.
3. Participatory Governance — evaluating

citizen engagement and decentralization.

Scope and Limitations:

The study focuses primarily on national-
level reforms and their  socio-political
implications, while acknowledging regional
variations. Quantitative data is used selectively to

support qualitative findings.

Main Matter / Study:
1. Nationhood and the New Governance
Paradigm:

Traditional nationhood in India was
anchored in the ideals of unity in diversity,
sovereignty, and social justice. However, the
global digital age has redefined the relationship
between citizens and the state. Today, nationhood
through  the

effectiveness of governance systems, the

is  increasingly = measured
inclusiveness of  development, and the
responsiveness of institutions.

The idea of reimagined nationhood thus
emphasizes

participatory citizenship,

technological =~ empowerment, and  equal
opportunity. The current policy environment
demonstrates a shift from welfare paternalism to
citizen empowerment—transforming
beneficiaries into stakeholders in nation-building.
2. Policy Reform as the Engine of Democratic
Nationhood

Policy reform acts as the driving
mechanism for modernizing the governance
structure. In India’s current context, reforms are
strategically framed to Dbalance economic
liberalization, technological advancement, and

social inclusion.

a) Digital India and Governance
Transformation:

The Digital India Mission (2015) laid
the foundation for transforming India into a
knowledge-driven, digitally empowered society.
Platforms such as DigiLocker, e-Governance
Service Portals, BHIM-UPI, and PM Jan
Dhan-Aadhaar—-Mobile (JAM) Trinity have
revolutionized administrative transparency.

According to the Digital India Progress
Report (2024), more than 1,400 government
services have been made accessible online, and
over 50 crore digital documents are now stored
securely on Digi Locker. India’s digital payment
ecosystem processed over 120 billion UPI
transactions in 2023-24, symbolizing not just
financial inclusion but the integration of
technology into everyday citizenship.

Additionally, Bhashini (National
Language Translation Mission), launched in
2022, is helping bridge linguistic barriers,
enabling citizens to access services in 22 Indian
languages - a crucial step toward linguistic
inclusivity within nationhood.
Digitalisation has reduced bureaucratic corruption
and empowered citizens through online access to
rights, subsidies, and records. For example, the
DBT system ensures that welfare benefits reach
beneficiaries directly, minimising leakages.

However, digital inequality persists:
around 30% of rural households lack reliable
internet access (TRAI Report 2024), and
gendered barriers in digital literacy still exclude
marginalised  populations. = Hence,  while
digitalisation strengthens governance, inclusivity
remains an unfinished task.
b) Economic Nationalism and the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Vision:

The Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
(2020) represents an attempt to link economic
sovereignty with self-reliant nationhood. The
domestic

policy framework integrates
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manufacturing, MSME revival, and innovation
schemes like PLI

(Production Linked Incentive) and Startup

ecosystems  through
India.

These  reforms  strengthen  India’s
economic independence and global
competitiveness. Yet, scholars argue that true
self-reliance must include equitable distribution
of economic gains. As per the Economic Survey
2024-25, India’s manufacturing share in GDP
rose from 15.1% in 2018-19 to 18.4% in 2024—
25, with the PLI schemes contributing
significantly to electronics, pharmaceuticals, and
automobile sectors. The Make in India 2.0
initiative has attracted over $95 billion in FDI
between 2019-2024.

However, the Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) data indicates that
micro and small enterprises still face liquidity
challenges, implying the need for localized
industrial credit reforms. Sustainable economic
nationhood must therefore balance global
competitiveness with rural industrial inclusivity.
For instance, regional disparities in industrial
growth—especially  between northern and
states—highlight  that

nationalism must be coupled with social

southern economic
federalism.

¢) Social Welfare Reform and Human
Development:

The government’s approach to welfare
has undergone a major transformation—from
entitlement-based distribution to outcome-based
accountability. Programs such as Ayushman
Bharat — PMJAY, PM-KISAN, PM Awas
Yojana, and Ujjwala Yojana embody this shift.
According to NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional
Poverty Index 2024, over 13.5 crore Indians
were lifted out of multidimensional poverty
between 2016-2024, reflecting the impact of

targeted welfare mechanisms.

The National Family Health Survey-6
(2023-24) shows remarkable improvements in
healthcare coverage under Ayushman Bharat,
with over 30 crore e-cards issued and 5.5 crore
hospitalizations covered by March
2024 .Moreover, under PM Awas Yojana, more
than 3 crore houses have been sanctioned across
rural and urban India, symbolizing the material
realization of social inclusion. However, the
Standing Committee on Rural Development
(2024) notes regional disparities in fund
utilization, emphasizing the need for better
monitoring and community-based evaluation
mechanisms to ensure accountability.

However, critics note that welfare
rationalization  has  sometimes  narrowed
inclusivity—leaving informal workers, migrants,
and tribal populations underrepresented. For
policy reform to embody nationhood, the
inclusion of vulnerable groups in planning and

execution remains critical.

d) Infrastructure and Sustainable
Development: Nationhood through
Connectivity:

Policies such as PM Gati Shakti
National Master Plan (2021) and National
Infrastructure Pipeline seek to connect the
nation physically and economically. The
expansion of rural roads, ports, railways, and
digital corridors symbolizes the “physical
manifestation of unity.”

Additionally, initiatives like Jal Jeevan
Mission, Swachh Bharat Mission, and National
Green Hydrogen Mission integrate
environmental sustainability into developmental
nationhood. These programs frame environmental
protection as a shared national duty—redefining
patriotism through ecological responsibility.

The PM Gati Shakti National Master
Plan (2021) integrates 16 central ministries
through a Geographic Information System (GIS)

platform to improve coordination in infrastructure
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development. As of 2025, over 1,600
infrastructure projects worth 11 lakh crore
are being tracked on this platform, enhancing
transparency and inter-departmental synergy.

Additionally, the National Green
Hydrogen Mission (2023) and Ethanol
Blending Program (20% target by 2025) align
environmental goals with industrial growth,
projecting India as a responsible global actor in
climate governance. These initiatives tie
environmental stewardship directly to the
reimagination of nationhood as sustainable,
future-oriented, and globally accountable.
3. Accountability and Transparency in
Modern Governance:

Accountability in governance is essential
for sustaining public trust and legitimacy. The
Indian government’s Good Governance Index,

RTI framework, and citizen grievance

platforms (CPGRAMS) have enhanced
institutional transparency.
The creation of Performance

Dashboards and the Parliamentary Monitoring
of Schemes also reflects progress toward
measurable accountability. However, effective
accountability requires decentralization—
empowering Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs),
Urban Local Bodies, and Civil Society to monitor
reforms at the grassroots.

Moreover, while the state promotes
“minimum government, maximum governance,”
centralization of administrative  control—
especially in welfare and digital policy—can
dilute institutional autonomy. Reimagining
accountability thus involves balancing executive
efficiency with democratic oversight.

According to Transparency International’s
Corruption Perception Index (2024), India’s rank
improved to 85th from 93rd in 2020, reflecting
incremental success in curbing bureaucratic
corruption. Furthermore, the Public Grievance

Portal (CPGRAMS) processed over 14 lakh

complaints in 2024-25, with an average disposal
rate of 92%.
However, scholars caution that
technological accountability must be
accompanied by institutional accountability -
ensuring parliamentary oversight, free media, and
judicial  independence as  complementary
safeguards of democratic nationhood.
4. Inclusivity: The Core of Nationhood:
Inclusivity is the moral and structural
foundation of democratic nationhood. True
inclusivity means ensuring equal representation in
development processes across gender, region,
caste, and class.

e Gender Inclusivity: Initiatives like Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao, MUDRA Yojana for
Women Entrepreneurs, and the 2023
Women’s Reservation Bill (Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam) mark institutional
progress toward gender equality.

¢ Regional Inclusion: The focus on the
Aspirational  Districts  Program  and
Vibrant Villages Initiative demonstrates
attempts to bridge urban—rural divides and
integrate border regions into national
development.

e Social Equity: The expansion of EWS
(Economically Weaker Section)
reservations, NEP 2020 reforms, and Skill
India Mission contributes to leveling
opportunities.

o The Aspirational Blocks Programme
(2023), covering 500 underdeveloped
blocks across India, and the PM
Vishwakarma Scheme (2024) for
traditional artisans are direct interventions
aimed at empowering marginalized
occupational  groups. Similarly, the
National Education Policy 2020 has
begun reshaping school and higher
education with multilingual instruction,

skill integration, and digital pedagogy—
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building  cultural inclusivity into

knowledge systems. According to the
World Bank Gender Data Portal
(2024), India’s female labour force
participation rate rose to 32%, it’s highest
since 2005, indicating tangible progress in
gendered inclusivity. These achievements
re-affirm that nationhood thrives when
governance creates equitable platforms
for participation.

Yet, the inclusivity debate extends beyond
welfare to representation. Scholars like Yogendra
Yadav and Jean Dreéze argue that inclusive
governance must include political participation
from marginalised sections—not only access to
schemes.

5. Policy Reform, Federalism, and Nationhood:

Federal balance forms the structural pillar
of India’s unity. Recent policy reforms have
redefined center—state relations by integrating
cooperative  federalism  with  competitive
performance. Platforms like GST Council, NITI
Aayog, and PM-DevINE (Development of
North-East Region) exemplify coordinated
planning.

However, tensions between central policy
design and state implementation autonomy have
occasionally led to friction. Fiscal federalism—
especially the declining state share in central
taxes—raises questions about equity.
Strengthening nationhood requires cooperative
decision-making rather than vertical command
structures.

6. Citizen Participation and Democratic
Engagement:

Democratic nationhood thrives on active
citizen participation. The MyGov platform, Jan
Bhagidari campaigns, and Swachhata Hi Seva
drives have attempted to convert citizens into
partners in governance.

Between 2022 and 2025, over 2 crore
citizens engaged through MyGov consultations

on various policies, including the National
Education Policy, Swachh Bharat 2.0, and Digital
India 2.0. The Amrit Mahotsav Campaign and
Meri Maati Mera Desh initiative (2023) further
transformed civic patriotism into participatory
community action. However, civil society
organizations have pointed out that formal
mechanisms for policy dialogue remain limited.
Establishing a National Council for Citizen
Partnership in Policy Formulation could
institutionalize this process, bridging state-citizen
collaboration.

Participatory models such as Smart City
Citizen Forums and Gram Panchayat
Development Plans (GPDP) show the
possibilities of bottom-up planning. Yet,
participation remains limited to consultation
rather than co-decision-making.

For true participatory governance, the
government must institutionalize mechanisms for
public deliberation, social audit empowerment,

and citizen feedback integration.

Findings and Suggestions:
Major Findings:

1. Reforms have enhanced transparency
and efficiency, reducing corruption and
leakages in service delivery.

2. Digital transformation has expanded
accessibility but highlighted the digital
divide and regional disparities.

3. Economic reforms have promoted growth
and global integration but risk uneven
distribution of benefits.

4. Inclusivity and accountability remain
partially realized goals—particularly at the
local and institutional levels.

5. Federal cooperation is strong in design but
weakened by fiscal centralization and

uneven implementation.
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6. Public participation has improved
symbolically but remains limited in
policymaking authority.

7. India’s governance model demonstrates a
global shift toward techno-democratic
governance, where artificial intelligence,
big data, and digital identity systems
enhance service delivery but also raise
questions about data ethics, privacy, and
citizen consent. The Digital Personal Data
Protection Act (2023) represents a critical

step toward reconciling these tensions.

Suggestions for Policy and Practice:

1. Institutionalize participatory governance
frameworks: Strengthen Gram Sabhas,
citizen councils, and local digital forums
for real policy influence.

2. Expand digital equity programs:
Establish a National Digital Inclusion
Mission ensuring universal access to
internet and digital literacy by 2030.

3. Enhance fiscal decentralization:
Empower state and local governments with
greater financial autonomy.

4. Integrate accountability audits: Mandate
independent audits for flagship programs
with citizen representation.

5. Promeote civic education: Introduce
curriculum on participatory democracy and
digital citizenship at school and university
levels.

6. Strengthen gender and social equity
policies: Institutionalize affirmative

frameworks for leadership inclusion in

governance structures.
national

7. Develop a participatory

platform: Create a continuous,
government—citizen policy dialogue forum

to co-create policy drafts and evaluations.

Conclusion:

Reimagining nationhood through policy
reform is a long-term democratic journey—
anchored not merely in  administrative
modernization but in ethical governance, shared
responsibility, and civic participation. The present
government’s reform trajectory illustrates a strong
intent to build a capable, responsive, and digitally
empowered state. Yet, the soul of nationhood lies
beyond efficiency—it lies in inclusion, empathy,
and justice.

Nationhood cannot be measured by GDP
growth or technological innovation alone. It must
be gauged by how equitably opportunities are
distributed and how deeply citizens participate in
the governance process. A truly inclusive and
accountable governance system is one that
democratizes power, decentralizes authority, and
empowers every individual to be a co-architect of
national destiny.

India’s reimagined nationhood must,
therefore, blend tradition with transformation—
merging constitutional ideals with contemporary
policy wisdom. Only then can governance
become not just a system of administration, but a
living embodiment of democratic unity, equality,
and national purpose.

As India moves toward its centenary of
independence in 2047, the challenge before
policymakers is to balance technological
modernization with democratic morality. The
next phase of governance must prioritize
institutional autonomy, digital ethics, and
environmental justice as integral parts of
nationhood. Reimagined nationhood is not just a
policy goal but a civic philosophy — one that
treats citizens as co-authors of governance and
not passive recipients. Only through inclusivity,
accountability, and empathy can India evolve into
a model of participatory democracy for the world.
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Abstract:

The contemporary world is going through a significant "normative rupture," which is marked by a
paradoxical change in which the traditional global system architects—the "rule makers" led by the West—
are increasingly becoming "rule breakers.” This study examines the endogenous decline of the Liberal
International Order (LIO), examining how established multilateral frameworks have been undermined by
the weaponization of interdependence, the purposeful paralysis of the World Trade Organization's (WTO)
judicial mechanisms, and the emergence of unilateral protectionism. The study dissects the shift from a
period of "shared values" to one of "shared value"—a practical, interest-based approach to international
cooperation—using a hybrid theoretical lens of structural realism and social constructivism.

The analysis of India's strategic shift within this disjointed order is at the heart of this study. It
contends that a "New Delhi Moment," made possible by the current geopolitical void, has enabled India to
rise above its past position as a "rule taker" and become a classic "rule shaper." India is actively redefining
the boundaries of global governance through the pursuit of multi-alignment and the exercise of strategic
autonomy. India is offering a stabilizing model for a multipolar world by promoting "Reformed
Multilateralism" and the Global South's developmental priorities, particularly through the G20's expansion.
The study comes to the conclusion that India's role as a rule shaper is a decisive reaction to the
deterioration of international norms, establishing the country as a vital link between fading hegemonic
structures and a new, more just international architecture.

Keywords: Normative Rupture, Rule Shaper, Transactional Realism, Strategic Autonomy, Weaponized
Interdependence, Variable Geometry.

Introduction:

For the better part of a century, we lived
in a world where the "rules of the game" were
fairly clear. Following the wreckage of 1945, a
specific set of institutions—the UN, the WTO,
and the IMF—were built to ensure that global
trade and diplomacy followed a predictable script.
These rules weren't just random; they were
carefully authored by a group of Western powers
that we have come to know as the "Rule Makers."
For a long time, the deal was simple: follow these

rules, and you get a seat at the table.

But today, that script is being torn up, and
surprisingly, it isn't the newcomers doing the
tearing. In a strange twist of geopolitical irony,
the very architects of this system have started to
find their own rules inconvenient. We are now
witnessing a "normative rupture,” where the rule
makers have transformed into "rule breakers.”
Whether it is the United States bypassing the
WTO’s legal mechanisms or major powers using
global finance as a weapon, the message is clear:
the rules-based order is being abandoned by the
people who wrote it (FIIA, 2026). This isn't just a

205


http://www.ijaar.co.in/

I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 37

ISSN - 2347-7075

minor disagreement; it’s a full-blown crisis of
faith in global governance.

But this chaos has produced an
unanticipated opportunity. A new form of power
is filling the void left by the old guard's retreat
into protectionism and unilateralism. Many refer
to this as the "New Delhi Moment." India is no
longer interested in being a "rule breaker" that
enjoys chaos or a '"rule taker" that merely
complies with directives. Rather, India has
emerged as a "Rule Shaper."

India is navigating an increasingly chaotic
and fragmented world by embracing strategic
autonomy. Instead of joining inflexible blocs, it is
opting to form '"shared value" alliances that
prioritize practical outcomes over ideological
purity. India is shifting toward a leadership role
that feels more inclusive and honest for the
twenty-first century, from advocating for the
Global South at the G20 to putting forth new
frameworks for digital ethics. This essay will
examine how India is navigating this "lawless"
era by contributing to the creation of new
regulations that genuinely benefit everyone rather

than by further upending the world.

Literature Review: Tracking the Shift from
Stability to Chaos:

The "old" research from the 1980s and
1990s shows how optimistic researchers like
Robert Keohane were. They contended that since
the "rules" were beneficial to everyone, they
would endure even if the United States lost some
of its influence. This was the "Institutionalist"
dream of a society in which the law was more
powerful than its authors.

But according to the 2025-2026
scholarship, particularly reports from the Finnish
Institute of International Affairs (FIIA), this
dream appears to have reached a dead end.
According to recent research, the threat to the

international order is now "endogenous"—that is,

it originates internally. Not only are emerging
nations like China attempting to alter the rules,
but the West, who established them in the first
place, is merely abandoning them.

The literature on India has changed as
well. India was once referred to as a "cautious" or
"reluctant" power in earlier publications.
However, the tone has shifted if you read recent
works by Harsh V. Pant or C. Raja Mohan. They
depict an India that is currently "shaping" the
discourse. There is a glaring gap in the current
research: we know that India is rising and that the
old system is dying, but we haven't fully mapped
out how India is using this chaos to create a new
kind of "shared value" diplomacy. This paper fills
that need.

Theoretical Framework:

We need to look beyond a single school
of thought in order to comprehend why the global
order is collapsing and how India is navigating
the rubble. Using a dual-theoretical approach, this
study combines the identity-driven insights of
social constructivism with the icy logic of
structural realism.

1. Structural Realism: The "Rule Breaker's”
Logic:

The international system is "anarchic,"
according to the Neorealist tradition, which was
founded by academics like Kenneth Waltz. This
means that there is no worldwide police force to
maintain order. States are primarily driven by
"relative gains" and survival in this environment.

Realism offers a very human explanation
when we witness the traditional rule-makers (the
West) turning into rule-breakers: fear. The
creators of the previous system sense their
relative advantage eroding as power moves
eastward. From a Realist standpoint, they are not
violating the rules because they are "bad" actors;
rather, they are doing so because the regulations
they established in 1945 no longer ensure their
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elite standing in 2026. They are prioritizing their
own survival over the system's stability.

2. Social Constructivism: The '""Rule Shaper's”
Identity:

The "what" is explained by realism, but
the "how" is explained by social constructivism,
which Alexander Wendt is credited with
developing. According to constructivism, the
world is composed of shared norms and ideas
rather than just tanks and GDP. India's role in
establishing regulations is a highly constructivist
endeavor. India is attempting to alter the
definition of "normal" in international relations
rather than merely gaining more power. India is
challenging the traditional binary norm that states
you have to be either a "rival" or a "protege" of
the West by introducing the Vishwa Mitra
(Global Friend) philosophy. By treating the world
order as a family (Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam)
rather than a battlefield, India is creating a new
identity for itself.

3. The Synthesis: Transitioning from "Shared
Values" to "Shared Value':

This paper's central "engine" 1is a
synthesized theory that I refer to as "Transactional
Realism." The concept of "shared values"—
democracy, liberal markets, and particular human
rights frameworks—was the glue that held the
old, Western-led order together. You were an
outsider if you didn't adhere to those principles.
But that glue is failing in the fractured world of
today.

India is promoting a change to "shared value"
(singular). This is the notion that rather than
ideological purity, cooperation should be founded
on practical, observable benefits, such as energy
security, counterterrorism, or digital
infrastructure.

Old Order: Because we share similar values, we
collaborate.

New Fragmented Order: We collaborate

because our needs are similar (shared value).

This framework enables us to view India's "multi-
alignment" as a sophisticated, contemporary
strategy rather than as a lack of conviction. It uses
constructivist concepts to create a more adaptable
and truthful set of rules for the future while
acknowledging the fierce Realist competition of
the world.

Methods of Research:

The intricacy of the "Rule Maker to Rule
Breaker" transition necessitates a research
methodology that can adapt to changing political
ideologies as well as power dynamics. In order to
achieve this, a qualitative interpretative research
design is used in this paper. Instead of looking for
a single numerical "truth," this approach
concentrates on comprehending the meaning of
institutional decay and the reasoning behind state
behavior.

1. Methodological Approach:

A descriptive-analytical approach is used
in the study. This is done in two stages: first, the
actual "ruptures" in the global order (like the
demise of the WTO Appellate Body) are
described, and then these events are examined
through the prism of IR theories like
constructivism and neorealism. By doing this, the
study provides a "thick description" of India's
strategic pivot, going beyond simple observation.
2. Data Collection:

Data collection used a multi-tiered
approach of primary and secondary sources due to
the topic's modernity:

e Scholarly Literature: Keohane, Waltz, and
Wendt's foundational texts and peer-
reviewed journals served as the theoretical
and historical "anchors."

e Current Research Reports: Real-time data
on trade violations and institutional
deterioration were collected using high-

level reports from the International
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Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the FIIA
(2026).

e Official Declarations: To determine the
precise "rule-shaping" language employed
by Indian  policymakers,  primary
documents such as the G20 New Delhi
Declaration and official transcripts from the
Raisina Dialogue (2026) were examined.

3. Analysis Technique:

This paper uses process tracing to explain
how India changed from being a "rule taker" to a
"rule shaper." This entails examining a series of
occurrences to demonstrate a distinct pattern of
normative leadership, such as India's position on
food security at the WTO, its leadership in the
International Solar Alliance, and its inclusion of
the African Union in the G20.

4. Extent and Restrictions:

This study recognizes the limitations of
examining a "live" geopolitical event even though
it provides a thorough analysis of India's role. The
results are a snapshot of the 2024-2026 transition
period because the global order is in a state of
high flux. With a secondary focus on
technological norms, the study's main focus is on
the diplomatic and economic aspects of global

governance.

The Anatomy of Rupture: The International
Institutions Crisis:

The international institutions would serve
as the building's foundation if the global order
were a structure. The residents are removing the
support beams, which is why the foundation is
cracking today rather than an external earthquake.
This "Rupture" represents the change from a
world with predictable laws to one with erratic
power struggles.

1. The WTQ's Judicial Paralysis: A Court
Without Judges:
The World Trade Organization's (WTO)

current situation is the clearest illustration of a

"Rule Maker" turning into a "Rule Breaker." The
WTOQO's "teeth"—its ability to penalize nations for
unfair trade—made it the pinnacle of the liberal
order for many years.

But we live in a time of "judicial
blockade." The United States has essentially
neutralized the global trade court by consistently
declining to appoint new judges to the WTO's
Appellate Body. This has led to the creation of a
"zombie" institution, according to research by
Philippe Varin (2026). On paper, the rules are still
in place, but no one is in charge of enforcing
them. The "Rule Makers" simply prevent the
court from operating when they determine that its
decisions may conflict with their national
interests. This is a serious betrayal of the notion
that international trade should be regulated by law
rather than force, not just a technicality.

2. Weaponized Interdependence: Neutral
Trade's Demise:

Global supply chains were supposed to
bring about peace in the 1990s because nations
that trade with one another don't fight each other.
We dubbed this "Interdependence." These days,
interdependence is used as a weapon.

The "choke points" of the global
economy, such as semiconductor chips, deep-sea
cables, or the SWIFT financial messaging system,
can be used as leashes by major powers. The
long-standing norm that the global financial and
technological infrastructure is a "neutral" public
good is broken when a "rule maker" freezes
another country's central bank assets or denies
them access to necessary technology. Countries
like India have had to reconsider their security as
a result of this disruption. You can no longer trust
a system if its designers have the ability to turn it
off like a light switch.

3. The Emergence of '"Variable Geometry"
and Geopolitical Fragmentation:

The world is disintegrating into smaller,
exclusive pieces as a result of the paralysis of
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large, universal institutions like the UN and
WTO. We refer to this as "minilateralism" or
"variable geometry." Small groups like the Quad,
BRICS+, or AUKUS are creating their own
private regulations rather than 164 nations
attempting to reach a single trade agreement at
the WTO. Because it shifts us from
multilateralism—rules for everyone—to
plurilateralism—rules for my friends—this is a
"rupture." This is a risky trend for the Global
South. Smaller countries frequently lose their
voice when international regulations break up
because they lack the "weight" to join the most
powerful organizations. Because of this
fragmentation, a "Rule Shaper" like India is
required to make sure that these new, smaller
clubs don't turn into a new kind of international

exclusion.

Conclusions: The Strategic Pivot in Practice:

This study identifies three key
conclusions that characterize India's role as a rule
shaper in 2026 after removing the diplomatic
jargon.
1. The Democratization of Authority:

The most important conclusion is that
India has effectively "unlocked" the door to the
international high table. The Rule Makers
functioned as an exclusive club for many years.
India not only added a seat to the G20 but also
altered the requirements for global power
membership by leading the African Union's
admission. According to our research, this was a
masterful normative move. It made the world
realize that 1.4 billion people cannot be
"governed" by laws that they did not write.
Making the system appear like the world it truly
represents is the first pillar of rule shaping.
2. The Transition from "Buffer State" to
""Stabilizing Pole'':

In the past, India was viewed as a "buffer"
or "swing state" between the East and the West.

Our results indicate that this is no longer the case.
India has become a stand-alone stabilizing pole.
India has demonstrated through strategic
autonomy that it can sustain an energy and
security dialogue with Russia while also
maintaining a high-tech defense partnership with
the United States. This is a proactive "rule-
shaping" position that maintains that strategic
interests are not a zero-sum game, not "neutrality"
in the traditional, passive sense.

3. The India Stack: Normative Export:

Lastly, we discover that India is using
technology to influence future regulations. India
is providing an alternative to the "Data
Monopoly" of the West and the "State
Surveillance" of the East by sharing its Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI), such as UPI and
Aadhaar, with the Global South. This is
grassroots rule-making that offers a model for
how a developing country can digitize without

losing its sovereignty.

Analysis: Navigating the Legitimacy Gap:

Our analysis reveals a significant
legitimacy gap as the main issue. The rule makers
lose their moral authority to lead when they
violate their own regulations, whether through
financial weaponization or trade blockades. As a
result, there is a risky "lawless" time when might-
is-right takes precedence.

India's approach is to use transactional
realism to close this gap. India is suggesting that
we concentrate on '"shared value" (practical
outcomes) in a world where we no longer agree
on "shared values" (political ideology).

The Bridge Strategy: India experiences
the "developmental" suffering of the Global South
while speaking the "democratic" language of the
West. India is keeping the world order from
falling apart by remaining in the middle.

The Functionalist Shift: According to our
analysis, there won't be a single, large-scale UN-
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style agreement governing global governance in
the future. Rather, it will be a "web" of useful
collaborations, such as energy corridors, tech
alliances, and climate clubs. The most active

"weaver" of this web right now is India.

Conclusion: Developing Rules for a Post-
Hegemonic World:

The "Normative Rupture" we have
discussed in this paper is not a blip in the global
political matrix; it marks the definitive end of a
century-long period. We must be honest in our
assessment: traditional rule makers are unlikely to
resume their role as selfless guardians of a global
order. The "Rule Breaker" phenomenon has
revealed that when the chips are down, even the
most outspoken supporters of a "rules-based
order" will prioritize their own strategic survival
over the system's sanctity.

However, this fragmentation does not
have to mark the beginning of a new Dark Age.
As this study has argued, the collapse of the old
hierarchy has paved the way for something far
more honest and inclusive. The "New Delhi
Moment" signals to the world that the Global
South's era of passive "rule-taking" has come to
an end. India's emergence as a rule-shaper is not
an act of arrogance or a desire for power for its
own sake. It is a practical and moral response to a
world that has lost its way.

By championing Transactional Realism,
India is offering a way out of the "all-or-nothing"
alliance structures of the past. It is proving that
nations can cooperate on the things that keep our
children safe and our economies growing—
climate, tech, and trade—without needing to look,
think, or vote exactly alike. India is effectively
building a "safety net” for global governance,
ensuring that even if the big institutions like the
WTO or the UN remain paralyzed, the world can
still move forward through a web of functional
"shared value” partnerships.

As we look ahead to the 2030s, the goal
of Indian foreign policy is no longer just to
weather the storm but to help build the lighthouse.
The rules of the next century are being written in
real time, with each UPI transaction shared with a
neighbor and every voice raised in support of the
African Union. For the first time in modern
history, the pen is in the hands of a country that
recognizes both the struggles of the postcolonial
past and the potential of a multipolar future. The
world does not need a new master; rather, it
requires a new way of working together. India, it

appears, is prepared to provide the blueprint.
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Abstract:

The relationship between democracy and digital technology has become increasingly significant in
the contemporary world. Digital platforms and communication technologies have transformed the way
citizens engage with political processes, access information, and express their opinions. This paper
examines the impact of digital technology on democratic practices, focusing on its role in enhancing
political participation, transparency, and governance. At the same time, it critically analyzes emerging
challenges such as misinformation, digital inequality, and data privacy concerns. Using a qualitative
approach based on secondary data, the study highlights how digital tools have redefined democratic
engagement while also creating new complexities. The paper concludes that the effective integration of
digital technology into democratic systems requires responsible use, policy regulation, and increased

digital literacy.

Keywords: Democracy, Digital Technology, Political Participation, E-Governance, Social Media, Public
Discourse.

Introduction: these changes have introduced new challenges

Democracy is fundamentally based on the
principles of participation, representation, and
accountability. Traditionally, democratic
engagement has relied on physical processes such
as elections, public meetings, and institutional
communication. However, the rapid advancement
of digital technology has transformed these
processes, introducing new modes of interaction
between citizens and the state.

Digital technology, including the internet,
social media, and mobile communication, has
created new opportunities for citizens to
participate in governance. In countries like India,
the expansion of digital infrastructure has enabled
wider access to political information and

increased public engagement. At the same time,

that affect the quality and inclusiveness of

democratic practices.

Methodology:

This study adopts a qualitative research
methodology based on secondary sources. The
analysis includes:

1. Academic books and peer-reviewed journal
articles

2. Government reports and policy documents

3. Reliable online sources related to digital
governance and democracy

The approach is analytical and
interpretative, focusing on understanding the
relationship between digital technology and

democratic processes.
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Objectives:

The main objectives of this study are:

1.

To examine the role of digital technology in
modern democracy.

To analyze its impact on political
participation and governance.

To identify the benefits and challenges of
digital democracy.

To explore the relevance of digital tools in
shaping public discourse.

To suggest measures for improving

democratic practices through technology.

Importance of the Study:

The study is important for several reasons:

e It highlights the growing influence of
technology in political systems

e It provides insights into changing
patterns of citizen participation

e It helps understand the challenges
associated with digital communication

e It contributes to academic discussions
on democracy and innovation

e It is useful for policymakers in
designing effective digital governance

strategies

Relevance of the Study:

The

relevance of democracy and digital

technology is evident in today’s global context:

e Expansion of Digital Platforms:

Social media and online tools are widely

used for political communication

e E-Governance Initiatives:

Governments are increasingly using

digital platforms to deliver services

e Public Engagement: Citizens
actively participate in
discussions,  campaigns, and

movements online

e Global Connectivity: Information

flows across borders, influencing political

opinions

In India, initiatives aimed at digital
development have strengthened the connection
between citizens and governance, making the

study highly relevant.

Findings:
The study reveals several important findings:
e Digital technology has increased
political awareness and access to
information
e Social media platforms  have
encouraged greater participation,
especially among youth
e E-governance initiatives have
improved transparency and efficiency in
public services
e Misinformation and fake
news pose serious threats to
democratic processes
e Digital inequality limits participation
for certain sections of society
These findings show that digital
technology has both positive and negative

implications for democracy.

Limitations:

The study has certain limitations:
e It is based on secondary data and
lacks primary empirical research
e The scope is limited to general trends
and may not cover all regional variations
e Rapid technological changes may
affect the long-term applicability of
findings
e The study does mnot include
quantitative analysis

Despite these limitations, the research provides a

meaningful understanding of the topic.
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Conclusion:
The integration of digital technology into
democratic

systems has fundamentally

transformed  political participation and
governance. It has enabled greater access to
communication, and

information, improved

enhanced citizen engagement.  However,
challenges such as misinformation, data privacy
concerns, and digital inequality must be addressed
to ensure that these technologies strengthen rather
than weaken democratic values.

A Dbalanced

effective regulation, digital literacy, and ethical

approach that includes
practices is essential for sustaining a healthy
democratic system in the digital age. Future
research should focus on empirical studies to
better understand the long-term impact of digital

technology on democracy.
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Abstract:

Political behavior and institutions form the core of democratic systems, shaping how individuals
interact with governance structures and participate in political processes. This paper explores the
relationship between political behavior—such as voting patterns, political attitudes, and civic
engagement—and the functioning of political institutions. It examines how institutions influence citizen
behavior while also being shaped by public expectations and participation. Using a qualitative approach
based on secondary sources, the study highlights the role of social, economic, and technological factors in
shaping political behavior. It also addresses contemporary challenges such as declining trust in
institutions, political polarization, and the impact of digital media. The paper concludes that a strong and
responsive institutional framework, combined with informed and active citizen participation, is essential for
sustaining democratic stability.
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Governance

Introduction:

Political behavior refers to the actions,
attitudes, and decisions of individuals and groups
in relation to political systems. It includes
activities such as voting, participating in political
campaigns, expressing political opinions, and
engaging in civic life. Political institutions, on the
other hand, are the formal structures through
which governance is organized, including
legislatures, executives, judiciaries, and electoral
systems.

The interaction between political behavior
and institutions is fundamental to the functioning
of democracy. Institutions shape the rules and
processes of political participation, while citizens’
behavior influences how these institutions operate
and evolve. In contemporary society, factors such

as globalization, technological change, and social

diversity have significantly influenced both

political behavior and institutional performance.

Methodology:

This study adopts a qualitative research
methodology based on secondary data sources.
The research includes:

e Academic books and scholarly articles

e Government publications and policy reports

e Analytical studies on political behavior and
institutions

The study uses an interpretative approach
to understand pattern and relationships between
citizens’ political actions and institutional

frameworks.
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Objectives:
The objectives of this study are:
1. To analyze the concept of political
behavior and its determinants
2. To examine the structure and role of
political institutions
3. To explore the relationship between
political behavior and institutional
functioning
4. To identify contemporary challenges
affecting both areas
5. To evaluate their significance in

strengthening democracy

Importance of the Study:
The study is important because:
e [t helps understand how citizens interact
with political systems
e It explains the role of institutions in
maintaining order and governance
e It highlights the impact of public opinion
on policy-making
e [t contributes to academic research in
political science
e [t provides insights for improving
democratic practices
Understanding  political behavior and
institutions 1is essential for ensuring effective

governance and citizen participation.

Relevance of the Study:

The relevance of political behavior and
institutions is evident in today’s rapidly changing
political environment:

e Changing Voting Patterns: Voters are
influenced by media, identity, and
economic conditions

e Role of Technology: Digital platforms

shape political opinions and participation

e Institutional Reforms: Continuous changes
are needed to improve efficiency and
transparency

e Public Trust: The credibility of institutions
affects democratic stability

In India, these aspects are particularly
significant due to its diverse population and

complex political system.

Findings:
The study identifies several key findings:

e Political behavior is influenced by social,
economic, cultural, and technological
factors

e Strong institutions promote  stability,
accountability, and effective
governance

e There is a growing gap between citizens
and institutions due to declining trust

e Digital media has increased awareness
but also contributed to misinformation

e Active citizen participation strengthens
institutional performance

These findings show that political behavior and

institutions are interdependent.

Limitations:
The study has certain limitations:
e It relies on secondary data and lacks
primary empirical evidence
e The analysis is general and may not reflect
regional variations
e Rapid political and technological changes
may affect the conclusions
e Limited scope within the broad field of
political science
Despite these limitations, the study offers

valuable insights into the topic.

216



IJAAR Vol. 7 No. 37 ISSN - 2347-7075
Conclusion: References:
Political behavior and institutions are 1. Almond, G. A., & Verba, S. (1963). The

central to the functioning of democratic systems.
Their interaction determines the quality of
governance and the effectiveness of public
While

framework for political participation, citizens’

policies. institutions  provide the

behavior influences their legitimacy and
performance.

In the contemporary era, challenges such
as political polarization, declining trust, and the
impact of digital media require careful attention.
Strengthening democratic systems requires both
responsive institutions and informed, active
citizens. A balanced approach that promotes
transparency, accountability, and participation is

essential for sustaining democracy.

Political attitudes and

in five nations.

civic culture:
democracy Princeton
University Press.

Easton, D. (1965). A systems analysis of
political life. Wiley. Heywood, A. (2019).
Politics (5th ed.). Palgrave Macmillan.

P. (2011).

citizens

Norris, Democratic  deficit:
Critical
University Press.

Putnam, R. D. (1993). Making democracy

work: Civic traditions in modern Italy.

revisited. Cambridge

Princeton University Press.
Verba, S., Schlozman, K. L., & Brady, H.
(1995).

voluntarism in American politics. Harvard

Voice and equality: Civic
University Press.
Government of India. (2020). Reports on

electoral and governance reforms.

217



International Journal of Advance and Applied Research
www.ijaar.co.in

ISSN - 2347-7075 Impact Factor - 8.141
Peer Reviewed Bi-Monthly

Vol. 7 No. 37 March - April - 2026

A Study on Social Change in Post-Liberalization India

Shivaleela Mallappa Mali
Assistant Professor, Dept of Sociology,

KLE Society SSMS College Athani-Karnataka

Corresponding Author — Shivaleela Mallappa Mali
DOI - 10.5281/zenod0.20314350

Abstract:

The economic liberalization of India in 1991 marked a significant turning point in the country’s
social, economic, and cultural landscape. This paper examines the nature and extent of social change in
post-liberalization India, focusing on shifts in class structure, urbanization, consumer culture, and
changing social values. Liberalization, characterized by privatization, globalization, and market-oriented
reforms, has accelerated economic growth while simultaneously reshaping traditional social institutions.

The study explores how the emergence of a new middle class, expansion of the service sector, and
increased global connectivity have influenced lifestyles, aspirations, and identity formation. It also
critically analyzes the persistence of social inequalities, particularly in terms of caste, gender, and rural-
urban disparities, despite economic progress. The paper highlights the paradox of development, where
increased opportunities coexist with new forms of exclusion and marginalization.

Using a qualitative and analytical approach, supported by secondary data and sociological
theories, this research underscores the complex and uneven nature of social transformation in
contemporary India. The findings suggest that while liberalization has facilitated modernization and
individual mobility, it has also intensified socio-economic divides, calling for more inclusive and equitable
development policies.

Keywords: Social Change, Liberalization, Globalization, Privatization, Economic Reforms.

Introduction: and increased global integration. These

Social change refers to significant developments have contributed to the emergence

alterations in the structure, functions, and cultural
patterns of a society over time. In the Indian
context, one of the most transformative phases of
social change began with the economic
liberalization reforms of 1991. Initiated to address
a severe economic crisis, these reforms
introduced policies of privatization, globalization,
and market deregulation, fundamentally altering
India’s economic framework. However, their
impact extended far beyond the economy,
influencing various dimensions of social life.
Post-liberalization India has witnessed

rapid urbanization, technological advancement,

of a new middle class, changing consumption
patterns, and shifting aspirations among
individuals. Traditional institutions such as
family, caste, and community have also
undergone transformation, adapting to new
economic realities and modern values. At the
same time, the growing influence of media and
digital technologies has redefined identity,
communication, and social relationships.

Despite these advancements, the process
of social change has been uneven and complex.
While some sections of society have benefited
significantly from new opportunities, others
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continue to face marginalization and inequality.
Issues related to caste discrimination, gender
inequality, and rural-urban disparities remain
persistent, highlighting the limitations of
economic growth in ensuring social justice.

This paper aims to analyze the patterns and
implications of social change in post-
liberalization India, examining both its positive
outcomes and inherent contradictions. By
adopting a sociological perspective, the study
seeks to understand how economic reforms have
reshaped Indian society and to what extent they

have contributed to inclusive development.

Discussion:

One of the most visible outcomes of
liberalization is the emergence and expansion of
the middle class. Increased employment
opportunities in the service and corporate sectors
have improved income levels and living standards
for many. This “new middle class” is
characterized by higher consumption, global
exposure, and aspirational lifestyles. However,
this growth has also widened the gap between the
rich and the poor, leading to increased economic
inequality. While some have benefited from
globalization, a large section of the population,
especially in rural areas, remains excluded from
these gains.

Changing Nature of Work and Economy:

The shift from an agrarian economy to a
service-based economy has significantly altered
occupational structures. The rise of IT industries,
gig economy jobs, and private sector employment
has created new opportunities, particularly for
urban youth. At the same time, job insecurity,
contractual employment, and lack of social
protection have become major concerns.
Informalization of labor has increased, making

employment more flexible but less stable.

Urbanization and Migration:

Post-liberalization India has experienced
rapid urban growth, driven by industrialization
and employment opportunities in cities. Rural-to-
urban migration has increased, leading to the
expansion of urban centers and the growth of
slums. While cities offer better infrastructure and
opportunities, they also face challenges such as
overcrowding, housing shortages, and social
dislocation. Migrants often struggle with identity
crises and lack of social support systems.
Transformation of Family and Social
Institutions:

Traditional joint family systems are
gradually giving way to nuclear families,
particularly in urban areas. Individualism, career
priorities, and mobility have influenced family
structures and relationships. Gender roles within
families are also changing, with more women
entering education and the workforce. However,
patriarchal norms continue to persist, especially in
rural and semi-urban areas.

Caste and Social Inequality:

Although economic reforms have opened
new opportunities, caste remains a significant
factor in social stratification. In urban areas, caste
identities may appear less visible, but they
continue to influence access to education,
employment, and social networks. The benefits of
liberalization have not been equally distributed,
and marginalized communities, particularly Dalits
and Adivasis, often face systemic exclusion.
Thus, economic growth has not eliminated
traditional inequalities but has, in some cases,
reshaped them.

Gender Relations and Women Empowerment:

Liberalization  has  contributed to
increased participation of women in education
and employment, especially in urban sectors.
Financial independence has enhanced women’s
agency and decision-making power. However,

gender inequality persists in the form of wage
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gaps, occupational segregation, and social
expectations. Issues such as gender-based
violence and unpaid domestic labor continue to
challenge the idea of true empowerment.

Rise of Consumer Culture:

The post-liberalization era has witnessed a
significant shift towards consumerism. The
availability of global brands, advertising, and
media influence has transformed lifestyles and
consumption patterns. Identity is increasingly
shaped by what individuals consume rather than
traditional social markers. While this has created
new markets and economic growth, it has also led
to materialism, cultural homogenization, and
environmental concerns.

Role of Media and Technology:

The expansion of digital technology and
social media has revolutionized communication
and social interaction. Information is more
accessible, and individuals can participate in
global cultural exchanges. Social media has also
become a platform for activism and social
movements. However, it has also contributed to
issues such as misinformation, digital divide, and
online polarization.

Persistence of Inequality and Exclusion:

Despite  significant progress, social
change in post-liberalization India has been
uneven. Rural areas, marginalized communities,
and informal workers often do not benefit equally
from economic growth. Regional disparities and
lack of access to quality education and healthcare
continue to reinforce social inequality. This
highlights the need for inclusive policies that

address structural barriers.

Findings:

The analysis of post-1991 reforms reveals
that social change in India has been significant,
multidimensional, and uneven. The following key

findings emerge from the study:

1. Expansion of the Middle Class:

The study finds a substantial growth of
the middle class due to increased employment in
the private and service sectors. This class
demonstrates higher consumption levels, better
access to education, and global exposure.
However, this expansion is largely concentrated
in urban areas, leaving rural populations relatively
disadvantaged.

2. Widening Economic Inequality:

While liberalization has accelerated
economic growth, it has also widened the gap
between rich and poor. Wealth accumulation is
increasingly concentrated among upper classes
and corporate sectors, whereas informal workers
and rural populations continue to experience
economic insecurity.

3. Shift in Occupational Structure:

There is a clear transition from
agriculture-based employment to service and
industrial sectors. The IT industry, corporate jobs,
and gig economy have emerged as dominant
employment sources. However, job insecurity,
contractual work, and lack of benefits are major
concerns, indicating a rise in precarious
employment.

4. Rapid Urbanization with Social Challenges:

Urbanization has increased significantly,
with migration from rural to urban areas in search
of opportunities. This has led to the expansion of
cities but also to issues such as overcrowding,
growth of slums, housing shortages, and pressure
on urban infrastructure.

5. Transformation of Family Structure:

The traditional joint family system is
declining, especially in urban contexts, and
nuclear families are becoming more common.
Individualism, career orientation, and mobility are
key factors influencing this shift. However,
emotional support systems have weakened in

Some Cascs.
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6. Persistence and Transformation of Caste:

Caste continues to influence social
relations despite economic modernization. While
its overt presence may appear reduced in urban
areas, it still plays a role in access to
opportunities, marriage, and social networks.
Liberalization has not eliminated caste-based
inequality but has transformed its expression.

7. Gradual Improvement in Women’s Status:

Women’s participation in education and
employment has increased, particularly in urban
sectors. This has improved their economic
independence and social visibility. However,
gender inequality persists in terms of wage gaps,
job opportunities, and societal expectations.

8. Growth of Consumer Culture:

Consumerism has become a defining
feature of post-liberalization society. Increased
availability of goods, global brands, and media
influence have changed lifestyles and aspirations.
Identity is increasingly linked to consumption
patterns rather than traditional social markers.

9. Impact of Technology and Media:

Digital technology and social media have
significantly reshaped communication, social
interaction, and access to information. They have
also enabled new forms of social activism.
However, a digital divide persists, with unequal
access between rural and urban populations.

10. Uneven Development and Social Exclusion:

The benefits of liberalization are not
evenly distributed. Marginalized groups such as
Dalits, Adivasis, and rural communities continue
to face exclusion. Regional disparities and lack of
access to resources reinforce inequality.

Overall Finding:

The study concludes that post-
liberalization India is characterized by a dual
process of progress and inequality. While
economic reforms have modernized society and

created new opportunities, they have also

intensified existing disparities and created new

forms of social stratification.

Conclusion:

The study of social change in post-
liberalization India reveals a complex and
dynamic transformation shaped by economic
reforms initiated in 1991. Liberalization has acted
as a catalyst for modernization, accelerating
economic growth, urbanization, technological
advancement, and global integration. These
changes have contributed to the expansion of the
middle class, diversification of occupational
structures, and the emergence of new lifestyles
and aspirations.

At the same time, the process of social
change has been uneven and marked by
significant contradictions. While certain sections
of society have benefited from increased
opportunities and mobility, others—particularly
marginalized communities, rural populations, and
informal workers—continue to face exclusion and
inequality. Traditional structures such as caste
and patriarchy have not disappeared; instead, they
have adapted and continue to influence access to
resources and opportunities.

The transformation of family systems,
gender roles, and cultural practices reflects a shift
towards individualism and modern values.
However, these changes also bring challenges,
including weakening social support systems,
growing consumerism, and increasing socio-
economic disparities. The rise of digital
technology and media has further reshaped social
interactions, creating both opportunities for
empowerment and risks of division.

In conclusion, post-liberalization India
presents a paradox of development—where
economic progress coexists with persistent social
inequalities. For social change to be meaningful
and sustainable, it must be inclusive and

equitable. There is a need for policies that not
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only promote economic growth but also address

structural inequalities and ensure social justice. A

balanced approach that integrates development

with welfare will be essential for achieving a

more just and cohesive society.
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Abstract:

The family, as a fundamental social institution, has undergone significant transformations in India,
particularly in urban areas. Traditionally dominated by joint family systems, contemporary urban India

increasingly reflects nuclear and modified family structures. This study examines the transition from joint to
nuclear family structures, identifies the socio-economic factors driving this shift, and analyzes its
implications for kinship, gender roles, and social support systems. This study adopted a qualitative

descriptive approach used secondary data. The findings suggest that while nuclear families are becoming
more prevalent owing to urbanization, industrialization, and individualism, elements of joint family values
persist in modified forms. The study concludes that family transformation in urban India is not a linear shift

but an adaptive and dynamic process.

Keywords: Family Structure, Joint Family, Nuclear Family, Urbanization, Kinship, India

Introduction:

The family has always been a central
institution in Indian society, shaping social life,
cultural values, and economic practices.
Traditionally, the joint family system, in which
multiple generations live together under one roof,
has been the dominant family structure. This
system is based on shared responsibilities,
collective ownership, and strong authority
structures, usually led by the eldest male.

However, with the growth of cities,
industrial development, and  increasing
opportunities for education and employment,
family structures in urban India have changed
significantly. Today, nuclear families, consisting
of parents and their children, have become more
common.

Earlier, the shift from joint to nuclear
families was often seen as a direct outcome of

modernization. However, recent sociological

perspectives have shown that this change is
neither simple nor uniform. Instead of completely
replacing the joint family, new patterns have
emerged in which traditional relationships
continue even when families live separately.
Thus, elements of both continuity and change can
be observed.

This study examines these changing

family patterns and their implications.

Review of Literature:

Early sociological studies have provided
important insights into changes in India families.
L.P. Desai (1964) challenged the idea that joint
families are disappearing. He argued that
cohabitation is not the only sign of a joint family.
Even when members live separately, they may
still function as a joint unit through shared

responsibilities and economic cooperation.
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Similarly, A.M. Shah (1998) emphasized
that a decline in joint households does not
necessarily mean a decline in the joint -family
system. He highlighted how kinship ties remained
strong and adapted to urban conditions.

Aileen Ross (1961) introduced the

concept of the family cycle, suggesting that
families move between nuclear and joint forms
over time. This shows that family structures are
dynamic rather than static.
More recent work by Rekha Suman (2025)
points out that changes in family structure
influence the way young people are socialized.
While nuclear families encourage independence
and decision-making, joint families emphasize
collective values and social control. Her study
suggests that family change is gradual and
evolutionary rather than sudden or disruptive.

Overall, these studies show that family
transformation in India is complex, involving

both persistence and changes.

Objectives of the Study:
1. To understand the shift from joint to
nuclear families in urban India
2. To identify the social, economic, and
cultural factors behind this change
3. To examine how changing family forms

affect relationships and social roles

Research Methodology:

This study adopts a qualitative and
descriptive approach to understand changes in
family structures in urban India. It is based on
secondary data, such as books, research articles,
census reports, and government publications.
These sources help identify long-term patterns
and broader social trends.

A thematic method of analysis was used,
where key ideas related to family transformation
are grouped and interpreted. The study mainly
focuses on urban areas, as changes in family life

are more visible in cities due to rapid social and
economic development.

The analysis is guided by sociological
perspectives such as modernization theory and
functionalism, which help explain why these
changes are taking place. Overall, this study
combines theoretical understanding with existing

data to explore how Indian families are evolving.

Changing Dimensions of Family Structure:
1. Rise of Nuclear Families:

One of the most noticeable changes in
urban India is the increase in the number of
nuclear families. Census data show that
household sizes are decreasing becoming smaller.
Factors such as job mobility, limited housing
space, and changing lifestyles have contributed to
this trend. Nuclear families provide greater
privacy, independence, and flexibility, making
them more suitable for urban living.

2. Urbanization and Migration:

Urbanization has played a key role in
changing family structure. People often move to
cities for education and employment leading to
physical separation from extended family
members.

Consequently, nuclear households become more
common, and traditional kinship patterns may
weaken, while relationships between spouses
become stronger.

3. Changing Gender Roles:

Women’s increasing participation in the
workforce has significantly influenced family
lives. Dual-income families are now common,
leading to the Sharing of household
responsibilities, Greater decision-making power
for women, Reduced dependence on extended
family support.

These changes challenge traditional
patriarchal norms. Although men’s participation
in domestic work is still developing, there has
been a gradual shift toward more equal
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relationships. Simultaneously, some tensions
remain as traditional expectations continue
alongside new roles.

4. Individualism and Value Change:

A major shift in family life is the move
toward individualism. Nuclear families tend to
emphasize personal freedom, independence, and
privacy, unlike joint families which focus on
collective living.

However, this shift was not complete.
Many families still maintain strong emotional and
financial connections with relatives. Education
and global exposure have also influenced young
people’s aspirations, leading to changes in career
choices, marriage patterns, and lifestyle
preferences. Nevertheless, values like respect for
elders and family responsibilities continue to play
an important role.

5. Emergence of Modified Joint Families:

Instead of disappearing, joint families are
taking on new forms. The concept of the
“modified joint family” has become important in
understanding this change. In such families,
members may live separately but remain closely
connected through financial support, emotional
bonds, shared decision-making.

Technology, such as mobile phones and
social media, helps maintain these connections.
Family gatherings and cultural practices
strengthen these ties. This model allows families
to balance modern living with traditional value.

6. Impact on Socialization and Support Systems:

Changes in family structure have
important social effects. Nuclear families
encourage independence but may reduce support
systems, caring for the elderly becomes more
challenging and childcare responsibilities shift to
parents or external services.

There is also greater reliance on daycare
centers, domestic help, and eldercare services.
This reflects a shift in which some family roles
institutions.

are now  performed by

Simultaneously, digital communication helps
families stay connected despite physical distance.
However, the reduced involvement of extended
family may affect the transmission of cultural

values and informal learning.

Discussion:

The transformation of family structures in
urban India is not just about physical
arrangements but also about changing values and
relationships within families. While nuclear
families are becoming more common, the essence
of joint family traditions—such as mutual support
and kinship ties, still exists. This shows that
changes in Indian families are adaptive rather
than disruptive. Instead of completely abandoning
tradition, families are creating new forms that
combine modern and traditional elements.

It is also important to note that these
changes were not the same across all groups.
Differences in class, region, and community
influence family adaption. Urban middle-class
families, in particular, often exhibit a mix of

independence and interdependence.

Conclusion:

The shift from joint to nuclear families in
urban India is a gradual and ongoing process
influenced by urbanization, economic changes,
and evolving social values. While nuclear
families are becoming more common, the
influence of the joint family system continues in
modified forms.

The future of the Indian family is not
about one structure replacing another but about
the coexistence of diverse family forms. This
flexibility =~ demonstrates the strength and
adaptability of the family as a social institution.

At the same time, these changes have
practical implications. Issues such as elderly care,
childcare, and work-life balance need greater
attention from policymakers and society. Despite
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these transformations, the family remains an 3.

important and enduring aspect of Indian social
life.
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Abstract:

Karnataka's rural livelihoods, which depend heavily on agriculture contributing around 13 percent
to the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP), continue to face multiple structural challenges such as
monsoon variability, land fragmentation, and persistent poverty affecting nearly 20-25 percent of rural
households. In response, the government has implemented a wide range of welfare schemes, including the
Mahatma  Gandhi  National —Rural  Employment  Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Pradhan
MantriKisanSammanNidhi (PM-KISAN), and the 2023 state-led “Guarantee” programs such as Shakti and
Gruha Lakshmi.

These schemes aim to improve income security, promote employment, ensure food availability, and
empower marginalized groups, particularly women. This research article adopts a narrative review
approach using secondary data from XKDR Forum studies, Economic Surveys, and RDPR reports between
2018 and 2026. The findings reveal that rural household incomes increased by approximately 20-30
percent, rising from 322,100 to X27,080 per month between 2022 and 2024.

However, the study also highlights emerging paradoxes, including a decline in rural labor force
participation from 63.1 percent to 55.1 percent, indicating potential dependency effects. While the schemes
have significantly improved coverage, reduced migration, and encouraged diversification through Self-Help
Groups, issues related to sustainability, uneven implementation, and regional disparities persist. The study
concludes with policy recommendations emphasizing monitoring, skill integration, and convergence across
schemes.

Keywords: Rural Livelihoods, Karnataka Welfare Schemes, MGNREGA, Guarantee Schemes, Poverty
Alleviation, Agricultural Income

Introduction: The rural economy faces several

Rural Karnataka constitutes a major challenges, including small and fragmented

component of the state’s economy and society,
with nearly 55 percent of the population residing
in rural areas and depending primarily on
agriculture and allied activities. The state spans
approximately 19.2 million hectares, of which
around 60 percent is rural land. Despite its
agricultural significance, the sector contributes
only about 13 percent to GSDP, indicating

structural inefficiencies and income disparities.

landholdings averaging 1.08 hectares, climate
variability due to erratic monsoons, and
increasing youth migration to urban areas. These
issues contribute to persistent multidimensional
poverty, affecting nearly 15-20 percent of rural
households. The distress is further reflected in
rising farmer suicides, with more than 1,200 cases
reported in 2024.
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To address these challenges, both central
and state governments have introduced welfare
schemes targeting employment generation,
income support, agricultural productivity, and
social security. These schemes collectively
involve an annual expenditure exceeding 350,000
crore. This study evaluates their impact using the
Sustainable  Livelihood Framework (SLF),
focusing on assets, livelihood strategies, and
outcomes. It also examines the paradox of
increasing welfare coverage alongside declining
labor participation, using empirical evidence from

recent studies.

Literature Review:
National Schemes' Framework:

MGNREGA, enacted in 2005, guarantees
100 days of wage employment to rural
households and has become one of the largest
employment programs globally. In Karnataka, it
generates approximately 6—7 crore person-days
annually, with wage disbursements exceeding
%8,000 crore. The scheme not only provides
income support but also creates durable assets
such as water harvesting structures and rural
roads, contributing to long-term agricultural
productivity.

PM-KISAN provides direct income
support of 26,000 per year to farmers, benefiting
nearly 1.2 crore individuals in Karnataka. This
scheme plays a crucial role in stabilizing farm
incomes, especially in the context of rising input
costs such as fertilizers, which have increased by
nearly 50 percent in recent years.

The National Rural Livelihood Mission
(NRLM), also known as Aajeevika, promotes the
formation of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and
supports micro-enterprises in sectors such as
dairy and tailoring. In Karnataka, over 2 lakh
SHGs have been formed, significantly enhancing

financial inclusion and livelihood diversification.

Karnataka's Innovations:

Karnataka has introduced several state-
specific schemes to complement central
initiatives. The KrishiBhagya scheme focuses on
micro-irrigation  and  water  conservation,
benefiting approximately 35,000 farmers between
2015 and 2025. By promoting farm ponds and
efficient water usage, it has increased agricultural
productivity by 20-30 percent.

The five “Guarantee” schemes launched
in 2023—Shakti, Gruha Lakshmi, Gruhalyoti,
Anna Bhagya, and YuvaNidhi—represent a
comprehensive welfare approach. These schemes
have collectively disbursed nearly %1 lakh crore
and reached around 2 crore beneficiaries. They
address multiple dimensions of welfare, including
transportation, household income, electricity,
food security, and youth unemployment.

Studies indicate mixed outcomes. While welfare
schemes have improved social security and
reduced poverty by approximately 15 percent,
they have also been associated with declining
labor participation rates, raising concerns about

long-term sustainability.

Methods:
Data Sources:

The study is based on secondary data
collected from RDPR reports, Karnataka
Economic Surveys (2018-2026), XKDR Forum
studies, and peer-reviewed journals such as
[IJCRT and IJMSRT.

Inclusion Criteria:

The analysis includes studies focusing on
rural Karnataka, welfare scheme impacts, and
both quantitative and qualitative outcomes.
Urban-only studies were excluded to maintain
relevance.

Analysis:

A narrative synthesis approach was
PRISMA-ScR
Quantitative data were analyzed through meta-

adopted  using guidelines.
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summary techniques, while qualitative data were
examined using thematic coding focusing on
empowerment, income changes, and

implementation challenges.

Key Schemes and Mechanisms:
Employment and Income Support:

MGNREGA has created a substantial
number of rural assets, estimated at over 2.5 crore
structures, including water conservation systems
and rural infrastructure. This has contributed to a
15 percent increase in agricultural wages, with
daily wages rising to 3250-300. The scheme’s
convergence with water conservation programs
such as Jalyukta Karnataka has significantly
improved groundwater levels in several regions.

PM-KISAN has played a critical role in
reducing distress among farmers by providing
direct cash support. Survey data from 2024
indicate that nearly 40 percent of beneficiaries
used the funds to invest in seeds, irrigation, and
other productive inputs.

Women's and Youth Guarantees:

The Gruha Lakshmi scheme has
empowered approximately 1.3 crore women by
providing 22,000 per month, thereby increasing
household income and financial independence.
This has also contributed to a 12 percent
reduction in migration as families are able to
sustain themselves locally.

The Shakti scheme, which offers free bus
travel for women, has enhanced mobility and
households
approximately 5,000 annually in transportation

access to  markets, saving
costs. However, the YuvaNidhi scheme has
shown mixed results, with some evidence
suggesting a decline in labor force participation
among youth due to reliance on stipends.
Agriculture and Infrastructure:

Agricultural support schemes such as
KrishiBhagya and RaithaSamruddhiYojana have
significantly improved irrigation facilities and

farm productivity. Nearly 1 lakh hectares of land
have been brought under irrigation, while
subsidies for pumpsets have enhanced access to
water resources.

Infrastructure development through schemes like
PMAY-G and Amrutha has improved rural
housing and sanitation, contributing to nearly 90
percent Open Defecation Free (ODF) status.
Additionally, SHGs under NRLM have facilitated
credit linkages worth 10,000 crore, enabling

rural entrepreneurship.

Impacts on Rural Livelihoods:
Positive Outcomes:

The impact of welfare schemes on rural
livelihoods has been substantial. Household
incomes have increased by approximately 23
percent between 2022 and 2024, while poverty
levels have declined from 25 percent to 18
percent. Agricultural productivity has improved
significantly due to better irrigation and input
support.

Nutrition and health outcomes have also
improved, with schemes like Anna Bhagya
addressing calorie deficits and Ayushman Bharat
reducing out-of-pocket healthcare expenses by 40
percent. Social indicators such as women’s
participation in local governance and reduction in
child labor have also shown positive trends.
Challenges and Paradoxes:

Despite these achievements, several
challenges persist. The decline in rural labor force
participation indicates potential dependency on
welfare schemes, particularly among youth.
Implementation issues such as corruption and
leakages in MGNREGA funds remain a concern.
Regional disparities are also evident, with urban
areas receiving a disproportionate share of
resources. Marginalized communities, including
SC/ST groups, often face barriers in accessing
benefits due to lack of awareness and

administrative hurdles.
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District-Level Evidence:

District-level analysis reveals variations
in outcomes across Karnataka. In drought-prone
regions such as Bidar, the combination of
KrishiBhagya and MGNREGA has significantly
improved water availability and income levels. In
agriculturally prosperous districts like Mandya,
PM-KISAN has helped stabilize incomes amid
price fluctuations.

Davanagere presents a balanced model
where MGNREGA and SHGs have contributed to
stable income growth without significant decline
in labor participation. In contrast, districts like
Raichur show higher dependency on welfare
schemes with noticeable declines in workforce

engagement.

Discussion:

The findings indicate that welfare
schemes have significantly enhanced various
components of the Sustainable Livelihood
Framework, including human, natural, and
financial capital. Karnataka’s performance is
comparatively better than the national average,
particularly in MGNREGA implementation.
However, the observed paradox of increased
income alongside reduced labor participation
highlights the need for policy recalibration.
Similar trends have been observed globally in
direct benefit transfer programs, emphasizing the
importance of integrating skill development and

employment generation.

Recommendations:

There is a need to strengthen convergence
among schemes such as MGNREGA and NRLM
to maximize their impact on livelihoods. Regular
monitoring and outcome-based evaluation should
be implemented to ensure transparency and
effectiveness. Skill development programs must

be integrated with welfare schemes to reduce

dependency and promote sustainable
employment.

Additionally, climate-resilient agricultural
practices and green job opportunities should be
prioritized to address emerging environmental
challenges. Expanding digital monitoring systems
and ensuring universal access through Aadhaar

linkage can further improve efficiency.

Conclusion:

Government  welfare  schemes in
Karnataka have played a transformative role in
improving rural livelihoods by enhancing income,
reducing poverty, and strengthening social
security. The evidence clearly indicates that these
schemes have contributed to a 20-25 percent
improvement in livelihood outcomes, making
rural communities more resilient to economic and
environmental shocks.

However, for long-term sustainability, it
is essential to address challenges related to
dependency, implementation gaps, and regional
inequalities. The Karnataka model offers valuable
lessons for other states, demonstrating that well-
designed and effectively implemented welfare
programs can significantly contribute to inclusive

rural development.
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Abstract:

A major social process that has changed people's lives all around the world is urbanization. It
describes the migration of people from rural to urban areas in pursuit of improved living conditions,
chances, and educational opportunities. The good and negative effects of urbanization on relationships,
family structure, cultural values, and lifestyle are all examined in this article. Urbanization causes
problems including social isolation, inequality, and cultural deterioration even as it fosters modernity,
economic progress, and social mobility. The study emphasizes the necessity of sustainable and well-

balanced urban growth.

Keywords: Urbanization, Social Interactions, Life Style and Family Structure.

Introduction:

The movement of people from rural to
urban regions, which causes cities and towns to
grow, is a dynamic and ongoing process known as
urbanization. It is intimately linked to economic
expansion, industrialization, and technological
development.  Urbanization has increased
dramatically in recent decades, particularly in
emerging nations like India, changing both the
physical environment and the social structure of
society.

Cities become hubs of opportunity as they
expand, providing greater jobs, healthcare,
education, and contemporary conveniences.
However, the transition from rural to urban living
brings about a number of important changes in
social life, such as modifications to social
interactions, family structures, cultural values,
and lifestyle choices. Urban lifestyles that are
more independent and fast-paced frequently
replace traditional conventions and community-

based living.

Understanding the social implications of
urbanization is crucial for ensuring balanced and
sustainable development. This study aims to
examine how urbanization affects various aspects
of social life and to highlight the need for policies
that address its social consequences while
maximizing its benefits. Urbanization has both
positive and negative effects on social life. While
it promotes diversity, social mobility, and
modernization, it can also lead to challenges like
social isolation, weakening of community bonds,

increased stress, and inequality.

Objectives:
The following are objectives of present
research study:
1. To comprehend the idea and reasons of
urbanization.
2. To analyze the positive and negative
Impacts of Urbanization on social life
3. To assess alteration in social interactions,

life style and family structure.
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4. To make recommendation for balance

urban development.

Research Methodology:

This work essentially offers theoretical
context. Secondary sources provided the majority
of the data used in this investigation. A variety of
reliable sources, such as government publications,
research journals, published reports, textbooks,
conference papers, and verified websites, have
provided secondary data. The collected data was
carefully reviewed, analyzed, and interpreted in
order to understand how artificial intelligence is

changing human interactions.

Important Dates in Urbanization History:
Worldwide Timeline:

e Less than 10% of people on Earth lived in
cities in 1800. During the Industrial
Revolution, cities grew quickly between
1850 and 1900, resulting in significant
societal changes.

e Around 30% of the world's population
moved to cities by 1950.

e 2007 was a momentous year when over half
of the world's population began to live in
cities.

e (lobally, almost 56% of people lived in
cities in 2020. By 2050, nearly 68% of
people are predicted to reside in urban
areas.

India's Urbanization (Key Years):

e In 1901, 10.8% of people lived in cities
(early stage of urbanization)

e 1951: Following independence, it rose to
17.3%.

e 1991: 25.7% of people lived in cities,
demonstrating the impact of economic
reform

e Urban population increased to 27.8% in
2001 and 31.1% in 2011 (Census data).

o 34-35% of people are expected to live in
cities in 2021; 36—-37% in 2024-2025.

e Important Policy and Development
Milestones in India: 1991: Economic
liberalization increased urban migration and
growth; 2005: Jawaharlal Nehru National
Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM)
launched; 2015: Smart Cities Mission and
AMRUT introduced; 2020
onwards: emphasis on digital cities and

Scheme

sustainable urban development

Positive Impacts of Urbanization on Social
Life:

1. A Higher Quality of Life:

Better living conditions are made possible by
urbanization through:

Good housing, Sanitation and clean
water, Modern medical facilities, Improved
educational establishments and A healthier and
more comfortable life is facilitated by these
elements.

2. More Work Opportunities:
Cities provide a variety of employment options in
industries such as:

Business Services in the Industry,
Technology for information and Higher income
levels and economic stability result from this,
raising social standing.

3. Mobility In Society:
People can advance in status in urban society

according to:

Talent, Education, and Skills and In
contrast to rural areas, metropolitan society places
a greater emphasis on success and merit, which
lowers conventional boundaries.

4. Tolerance and Cultural Diversity:
People from various backgrounds come together

in urban settings, which results in:
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Intercultural communication, Mutual
comprehension, Honoring diversity, This fosters a
multicultural and welcoming social milieu.

5. Empowerment of Women:
Urbanization improves women's position and role
by offering:

Availability of education, Employment
prospects, Being financially independent,
involvement in economic and social decision-
making.

6. Educational and Awareness Access:
Cities provide superior:

Universities, colleges, and schools,
Libraries and educational materials, Knowledge
of social issues and rights, A society that is better
informed and educated results from this.

7. Connectivity and Technological Progress:
Modern technology supports urban life in ways
like:

Cell phones and the internet, Digital
correspondence and Effective transportation
networks, these enhance social engagement and
communication.

8. Improved Social Services:
Urban regions offer vital services such as:

Medical facilities, Public transit, Systems
for banking and communication, Social life is
improved by these services.

9. Personal Independence and Contemporary
Lifestyle:
Urbanization makes it possible for people to:

Freedom to select one's lifestyle and
profession, exposure to novel concepts and
civilizations, Possibilities for individual growth.
This promotes self-reliance and personal
development.

10. Encouragement of Equality:
Discrimination is lessened in urban culture due to:

Religion, caste, and gender. It advances
democratic values, equality, and human rights.

Negative Impacts of Urbanization on Social
Life:

1. Disintegration of the Family Structure:
Family systems undergo significant modifications
as a result of urbanization:

Nuclear families take the place of joint
families., Reduced communication amongst
family members, Diminished familial support and
weak emotional ties, Social cohesiveness and
traditional values are weakened as a result.

2. Loneliness and Social Isolation:
Urban living is hectic and fast-paced, leading to:

Insufficient interpersonal communication,
Absence of intimate connections, An increase in
stress and feelings of loneliness, People
frequently live in close proximity to one another
but maintain social distance.

3. The expansion of slums and substandard
living conditions:
Quick urbanization results in:

Slum regions that are overcrowded,
Inadequate housing, Inadequate hygiene and
sanitation. People's health and dignity are
adversely affected by this.

4. Economic Disparities:
The divide between the rich and the poor is large
in urban areas:

The distribution of wealth is unequal,
Low-income groups are impacted by high living
expenses, Poor people's limited access to essential
services.

Social tension and discontent result from this.
5. An Increase in Social Issues and Crime:
Urbanization plays a role in:

Robbery, violence, and theft, Abuse of
drugs and alcohol, Delinquency among minors.
Such problems are exacerbated by high
unemployment and population density.

6. Cultural Values Lost:
Living in an urban area can lead to:
Traditional behaviors and customs are

declining, Western culture's impact, Decreased
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significance of moral and ethical principles.
People lose their sense of community and become
more materialistic.

7. Mental Health Concerns and Stress

causes of urban lifestyle:

Competition and pressure at work, Time
restrictions, Depression, anxiety, and mental
exhaustion. Cities are experiencing a rise in
mental health issues.

8. Deterioration of Social Connections
Relationships are altered by urbanization:

Formal and impersonal to intimate and
personal, Decreased sense of community, Less
engagement with neighbors. People prioritize
their work over their relationships.

9. Environmental Issues Impacting Social Life
Urban regions deal with:

Pollution of the air, water, and noise,
Congestion in traffic, Absence of green areas.
These issues have an impact on health and lower
quality of life.

10. Housing Issues and Overcrowding:

Dense population, Lack of reasonably

priced homes, More strain on the infrastructure.

Social tension and discomfort result from this.

Urbanization and Its Impact on Social Life —
Suggestions for Improvement:

e Appropriate City Planning Should Be
Ensured By Governments.

e C(reate Well-Organized Public Areas,
Roads, And Housing.

e Prevent Unplanned Slum Expansion And
Congestion.

e Offer Affordable Housing Programs To
Middle-Class And
Households.

e Establish Public Areas, Parks, And
Recreation Facilities.

e Increase The Number Of Formal And
Informal Employment Possibilities.

Impoverished

e Encourage Vocational Training And Skill
Development.

e Raise Awareness Of Rights, Obligations,
And Social Ideals.

e Encourage Women To Pursue Higher
Education And Careers.

e Improve Transportation, Sanitation, And
Healthcare Systems.

e Encourage Appreciation For Tradition And

Variety.

Conclusion:

Urbanization is a potent and unavoidable
social transformation process that has profoundly
altered human existence. Economic growth,
higher living conditions, education, and technical
innovation have all advanced remarkably as a
result of it. Cities are now hubs of opportunity,
creativity, and cultural diversity that allow people
to advance socially and personally.

Urbanization has also brought forth a
number of difficulties that have an impact on
social life. Social ties and a sense of community
have been damaged by the disintegration of
conventional family structures, growing social
isolation, rising inequality, and environmental
issues. Stress, mental health problems, and a
deterioration in cultural values are frequently
caused by the fast-paced urban lifestyle.
Urbanization can therefore be viewed as both a
benefit and a problem. Its effect on interpersonal
relationships relies

Urbanization can therefore be viewed as
both a benefit and a problem. The way it is
developed and managed will determine how it
affects social life. To reduce its detrimental
consequences, equitable development policies,
effective urban planning, and robust social
support networks are crucial. Strengthening ties
within the community, advancing equality,
safeguarding the environment, and maintaining

cultural values should all be priorities.
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In conclusion, to guarantee that
urbanization improves social life while preserving
social peace and human well-being, a sustainable
and balanced approach is required. In addition to
becoming hubs for economic expansion, cities
ought to foster deep connections, social
cohesiveness, and an improved standard of living
for all.

References:

1. Louis Wirth (1938). Urbanism as a Way of
Life. American Journal of Sociology.

2. Kingsley Davis (1965). The Urbanization
of the Human Population. Scientific
American.

3. M. N. Srinivas (2001). Social Change in
Modern  India. New Delhi: Orient
BlackSwan.

4. Ram Ahuja (2016). Indian Social System.
Jaipur: Rawat Publications.

5. V. K. Puri & S. K. Misra (2017). Indian
Economy. Mumbai: Himalaya Publishing
House.

6. Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(2020). Urban  Development  Report.
Government of India.

7. NITI Aayog (2021). India Urbanization
Report. Government of India.

8. United Nations — https://www.un.org

9. World Bank — https://www.worldbank.org

10. Census of India — https://censusindia.gov.in

236


https://www.un.org/
https://www.worldbank.org/
https://censusindia.gov.in/

International Journal of Advance and Applied Research
www.ijaar.co.in

ISSN -2347-7075

Peer Reviewed

Vol. 7 No. 37

Impact Factor - 8.141
Bi-Monthly

March - April - 2026

An Overview of Displacement, Migration, and the Making of Community

Dr. Siddappa D. O.

Associate Professor, Department of Sociology

Government First Grade College

Holalkere, Chitradurga District, Karnataka State, India.

Corresponding Author — Dr. Siddappa D. O.
DOI - 10.5281/zenod0.20314395

Abstract:

This article discusses forced displacement as an urban phenomenon characterized by intricate

social, economic, and political dynamics that transform communities. Cities play a vital role as essential,

albeit frequently overwhelmed, locations for settlement and integration. The focus of this topic is on the

experiences of refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs), highlighting community resilience, social
cohesion, and the adaptation strategies employed by both migrants and host communities to alleviate the

trauma associated with displacement.
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Social Cohesion

Introduction:

Migration, a phenomenon rooted in
humanity's pursuit of opportunities or safety,
involves the voluntary movement of individuals
or groups from one place to another. This
movement is often driven by various factors, such
as economic prospects, political stability, or better
living conditions, leading people to seek out new
horizons and ventures. On the other hand,
displacement represents a stark contrast,
characterized by the forced and often involuntary
shifting of populations due to external
circumstances like  conflict, disaster, or
development projects.

The forced movement of populations not
only causes the upheaval of entire communities as
they are displaced but also leads to significant
disruptions in their social structures and overall
well-being. By distinguishing between migration
and displacement, we gain insight into the

intricate and varied aspects of human mobility.

This distinction illuminates the duality inherent in
people seeking new opportunities while also
having to confront the tragic outcomes stemming
from external circumstances beyond their
individual control. These intertwined global
phenomena have a profound impact on
community cohesion, often necessitating swift
adaptation and robust support systems to facilitate
the reconstruction of lives, livelihoods, and social
connections in either new or newly affected areas.
It is crucial to understand the intricate web of
interconnected factors that contribute to the
complexities surrounding these experiences and
provide the necessary assistance and resources for
affected populations to navigate through these
challenges and rebuild their lives with dignity and
resilience.

People who find themselves in these
situations are faced with the daunting task of
rebuilding not just their physical surroundings but
also the networks of relationships and support that
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are essential for their well-being and integration
into their new environments. The efforts to
address the repercussions of forced movements
go beyond mere resettlement; it requires a holistic
approach that encompasses psychological, social,
economic, and legal dimensions to ensure that the
affected individuals and communities can regain a
sense of stability, security, and belonging. By
recognizing the profound impact of displacement
and its ramifications on individuals and societies,
we can work towards creating more inclusive and
sustainable solutions that prioritize human dignity
and rights in the face of such complex global

challenges.

Review of Literature:

The question of endogeneity is indeed a
crucial aspect in the realm of academic papers,
shaping much of the research landscape.
Primarily, the instrumental variable approach
stands out as the primary methodological tool
utilized to mitigate this pressing issue. However,
the selection of appropriate instruments is not a
one-size-fits-all endeavor but rather a nuanced
process dependent on the specific research
context. For instance, scholars have employed
diverse instruments, including geographical
measures such as the distance from the initial
shock. Some notable examples include the
proximity to borders with the refugees' country of
origin or distance from major urban centers
within that country. Building on these ideas,
Fallah and colleagues (2018) have creatively used
the proximity to the primary refugee camp as an
instrument in their study. Conversely, Ruiz and
Vargas-Silva ~ (2015)  have
considered the distance metrics between host

meticulously

communities and various refugee camps over
time. Moreover, a recent study by Loschmann,
Bilgili, and Siegel (2019) delved into comparing
households residing within a 10-kilometer radius
of a refugee camp with those situated farther
away — a unique lens through which to glean

insights. Interestingly, these distance measures
are often amalgamated into a unified instrument
variable, sometimes incorporating proxies related
to outflow numbers, portraying the multi-faceted
nature of addressing endogeneity concerns in
empirical studies.

Aim

It aims to wunderstand the social,
economic, and traumatizing effects of
displacement and migration. It analyses the
causes, processes, and consequences of
voluntary

involuntary  displacement  and

migration.

Aspects of Migration, Displacement, and
Community:
i) Migration (Voluntary/Often Economic):
Individuals or families often make the
conscious decision to relocate in order to enhance
their quality of life, pursue better employment
opportunities, or gain access to essential services
that can facilitate personal growth and well-being.
This relocation may stem from a desire for a fresh
start, a need to be closer to educational or
healthcare facilities, or simply a quest for a more
supportive environment that aligns with their
aspirations and values. By willingly moving to
new areas, these individuals are demonstrating a
commitment to self-improvement and
empowerment, while actively seeking out
environments that can cultivate their potential and
contribute to their overall happiness and
fulfillment. In choosing to embark on this journey
towards positive change, they exhibit resilience,
resourcefulness, and a proactive approach to
shaping their own futures. This relocation process
represents a significant chapter in their life
stories, characterized by optimism, ambition, and
a profound recognition of their own agency in
carving out pathways towards success and
contentment. As they venture into unfamiliar

territories with a sense of purpose and
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determination, these individuals and families
embody the spirit of growth and progress,
showing that they are capable of embracing new
opportunities, overcoming challenges, and
ultimately realizing their aspirations and dreams
in the pursuit of a brighter and more fulfilling life.
ii) Displacement (Forced/Often Urgent):

Many individuals are compelled to
abandon their residences as a result of armed
conflicts, persecution, or natural calamities. War-
torn regions often drive families to seek safety in
neighboring countries or makeshift refugee
camps. Political unrest, coupled with targeted
violence, forces many to leave everything behind
in search of a more secure future. The threat of
violence and instability make staying in their
homes untenable for countless people, prompting
them to become displaced. Natural disasters, such
as hurricanes, earthquakes, and floods, can lead to
widespread displacement, as communities are left
devastated and in need of emergency assistance.
The journey of displacement is fraught with
uncertainty and challenges, as individuals attempt
to navigate unfamiliar territories and seek refuge
in places where they are often met with hostility
or indifference. The courage and resilience
displayed by those forced to flee their homes is a
testament to the enduring human spirit in the face
of adversity.

iii) Community Impact:
a. Disruption:

Displacement, a harrowing consequence
of various circumstances such as conflict, natural
disasters, or economic hardships, can have
devastating ripple effects that extend far beyond
the initial physical uprooting. Not only does it
disrupt the very fabric of social cohesion,
crumbling intricate ties that bind individuals
together in communities, but it also fractures the
sturdy foundation of family structures, tearing
loved ones apart and dispersing them across
unfamiliar landscapes. Furthermore, this upheaval
often severs the crucial lifelines of access to

support systems, leaving victims stranded in a
vast sea of uncertainty and vulnerability. The
profound impact of displacement manifests in the
indelible scars of severe trauma etched into the
hearts and minds of those thrust into this turbulent
journey of displacement, marking them with a
profound sense of loss, alienation, and distress
that reverberates deeply within their beings. In the
gaping void left by shattered connections and
fractured networks, individuals are left to grapple
with the overwhelming weight of their
experiences, navigating a labyrinth of emotional
turmoil and psychological anguish as they strive
to piece together the fragments of their shattered
lives and find a semblance of solace amidst the
chaos.

b. Urbanization:

Many displaced persons, forced to leave
their homes due to conflict or natural disasters,
seek refuge in cities, thereby significantly
influencing the dynamics of urban environments.
The influx of these individuals often leads to a
variety of challenges, particularly in the realms of
housing availability and resource distribution. As
these newcomers settle into  unfamiliar
surroundings, cities must grapple with the
complexities of providing adequate shelter and
essential services to accommodate their needs.
Furthermore, the strain on existing infrastructure
can exacerbate preexisting issues of homelessness
and overburden local support systems. In
response to these demands, urban policymakers
and organizations dedicated to humanitarian aid
must work together to develop sustainable
solutions that address the unique concerns faced
Through
collaborative efforts, it becomes possible to

by this vulnerable population.

establish inclusive policies and community
initiatives that promote social cohesion and
ensure the well-being of all residents, regardless
of their background or circumstances. Ultimately,
the resilience and adaptability of cities are tested
as they strive to navigate the profound impacts of
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displacement  while upholding values of
compassion and solidarity.
c. Adaptability and resistance:

Displaced communities faced with the
challenges of relocation and upheaval frequently
exhibit remarkable resilience by coming together
to establish fresh networks that serve as sources
of support and empowerment. These newly
formed networks not only provide a platform for
mutual assistance and cooperation but also
become powerful engines for displaying acts of
solidarity and unity in the face of adversity.
Through  their

communities effectively challenge the status quo

collective  efforts, these

and resist the systemic marginalization and
exclusion they may encounter in their new
surroundings. This robust display of solidarity not
only showcases the strength and determination of
those affected by displacement but also acts as a
beacon of hope and inspiration for others facing
similar struggles. Ultimately, these networks
serve as essential lifelines, forging connections,
fostering belonging, and enabling individuals to
navigate the complex and often daunting process
of rebuilding their lives in the aftermath of
displacement.

d. Drivers based on keys:

Key factors behind migration and
displacement are diverse and interconnected,
often stemming from a complex interplay of
socio-economic disparities, environmental issues
like the impacts of climate change, political strife
leading to violent conflicts, and widespread
human rights violations. Economic inequality
exacerbates the harsh conditions that many
individuals face, pushing them to seek better
opportunities elsewhere. Climate change-induced
disasters displace communities, forcing them to
uproot their lives in search of safety and stability.
Violent conflicts, whether fueled by political
ideologies or competition over resources, result in
mass movements of people fleeing war-torn

regions. Human rights violations, ranging from

persecution based on identity to exploitation and
discrimination, compel individuals to leave their
homes in search of basic dignity and freedom.
Together, these factors underscore the
complexities and challenges that drive migration
and displacement, highlighting the urgent need
for comprehensive and compassionate responses

to support those affected by these issues.

Challenges and Responses:
i) Integration and Social Cohesion:

Ensuring  refugees and internally
displaced persons (IDPs) find successful
integration within host communities poses a
considerable challenge that frequently places
immense strain on the fabric of social cohesion.
This predicament demands a multifaceted
approach that encompasses not only providing
basic necessities like shelter, food, and healthcare
but also forging meaningful connections between
newcomers and existing community members.
Through initiatives focused on cultural exchange,
language classes, and vocational training
programs, efforts can be made to foster a sense of
belonging and mutual understanding among all
individuals involved. Consequently, the arduous
process of integration becomes an opportunity to
strengthen the communal bond, promote diversity
as a source of enrichment, and exemplify the
resilience and compassion that can arise from
shared experiences of displacement and
belonging.

ii) Rebuilding Lives:

Survivors of forced displacement, who
have endured unimaginable hardships and trauma,
are in dire need of immediate humanitarian
assistance to address their basic needs such as
food, water, and shelter. Following this essential
aid, it is paramount to implement sustainable,
long-term solutions that go beyond mere
provision, aiming to establish secure housing
options, facilitate access to quality education for
all ages, and foster opportunities for gainful
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employment. These comprehensive measures aim
not only to alleviate the current suffering but also
to empower these resilient individuals to rebuild
their lives with dignity and hope, ultimately
restoring a sense of stability and belonging in
their newly adopted communities. By addressing
both short-term wurgencies and long-term
challenges, we can create a more inclusive and
supportive environment where survivors of
displacement can thrive and contribute positively
to society, overcoming adversities and unlocking
their full potential for a brighter future.

iii) Policy Needs:

Effective responses to displacement
require comprehensive policies that not only
tackle the root causes of migration but also
provide sustainable support to both the displaced
individuals and the host communities they are
integrated into. These policies should be rooted in
a deep understanding of the social, economic, and
political factors driving displacement, and should
aim to create long-term solutions that promote
stability and inclusion for all affected populations.
By addressing the structural issues that contribute
to migration and by fostering collaboration
between international organizations,
governments, and civil society, we can create a
framework that not only responds to immediate
needs but also invests in the future well-being of
displaced individuals and their host communities.
Through a holistic approach that prioritizes
dignity, human rights, and empowerment, we can
build a world where everyone has the opportunity
to thrive and contribute meaningfully to society,
regardless of their background or circumstances.

Conclusion:

Displacement and migration represent
intricate and continual global occurrences that are
primarily fueled by conflicts, natural disasters,
and societal development. These factors compel
millions of individuals to navigate the arduous

process of rebuilding communities amidst

challenging circumstances. Upon their arrival,
newcomers often exert significant pressure on
host societies, impacting various aspects of life.
Paradoxically, migrants and displaced persons
also play a crucial role in fostering resilience
within communities, promoting the emergence of
new cultural amalgamations, and, with
appropriate  support, contributing to the
enhancement of economic and social vibrancy. It
is through these complex interactions and
adaptations that the phenomena of displacement
and migration reveal their multifaceted nature,
highlighting the delicate balance between
challenges and opportunities that shape the global

landscape.
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Abstract:

This article is a study of festivals of the Banjara community Karnataka in the field of language and
culture. The Banjara are also known as Gor, a historically nomadic trading tribe having their origin in the

Mewar region of Rajasthan. As Banjaras’ are migrated from one state to another, their religious taste also

changes according to regions/provinces and states. The present article also tries to examine the correlation

of festivals with other communities. In addition, this article also focuses on borrowing of gods, accepting

ways of lives of dominant castes in the respective states. In the Banjara community, there are festivals like

Teej (during the month of Shravan). In this festival, unmarried Banjara girlspray for a good life partner.

Along with the Teej festival, Banjara also celebrates festivals like Dussehra, Diwali, Holi, Nagpanchmi, etc.

Keywords: Banjara, Gor, Teej, Mewar, Shravan Holi.

Introduction:

The banjara community also known as
Lambadi, gormati, gor has a rich district culture
deeply rooted in tradition, with women playing a
central role in preserving their heritage through
colourful attire tattoos, and specific festivals. The
most significant festivals for banjara women
focus on nature, fertility, and marital harmony,
often celebrated within their unique settlements
known as tandas

The Banjara tribe has been using Indian
goods. A detailed examination of Banjara culture,
dialect, way of life, attire, and jewelry reveals that
this tribe has spent the most of its existence in the
forest and has not been greatly influenced since
ancient times. The dialect, not the Banjaras'
language. Living customs, attire, and jewelry are
all primitive, as are religious and cultural rituals.

This tribe has been roaming Madhya Pradesh,

Rajasthan, Sindhu Hindukush mountain, Iran, for
upkeep and grazing.

As their strength has grown throughout
time, they occasionally have a secret. There is no
question that the sacrifice of the Banjaras was
made for this Bharatvarsh in the court of King
Mabharaja, even if he was a valiant man. This tribe
nearly arrived and stayed in Rajasthan despite the
forest custom's ups and downs. The Banjaras
gradually began to leave Rajasthan after
remaining there until around 1550. There are
numerous reasons to leave Rajasthan, including
the fact that it was a battleground and that the
Banjaras were protected by the Rajputs as long as
they were courageous. However, after the Rajputs
were vanquished, the Banjaras' quality of life
declined.

Who are outside the currents of culture
and formal Education, who are illiterate, and who

live in Villages and hamlets? The nomadic tribes,
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despite being illiterate, welcome the celebrates
festivals festivals. Banjara according to their
culture and traditions with great gaiety.
Celebrating festivals with great pomp while living
life, so that they protect their valuable culture. In
this way, the festivals of Banjara society are being
studied in the present paper.

Banjara women celebrate vibrant, nature —
focused festivals that highlighting their unique
culture, primarily featuring the nine day teej
festival in shravan (august) where they pray for
good grooms and marital bliss. Other key
festivals include the safety focused (Sitala Mata)

festival and (Holi), often featuring traditional

songs, dance ,and elaborate attire.
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" | e
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‘amijara.
et st~

The most significant festival for
anmarried girls and women, celebrated for nine
days. It involves planting seeds in bamboo
baskets, singing, and dancing to pray for fertility,

marital, harmony, and good spouses.

As Banjara takes its origin in Rajasthan,

Banjara celebrates Teej as one of the major
festivals. Banjara festivals begin with Teej
Banjaras’ festivals are full of songs and dance and
so as life. They enjoy every moment with fervour
and passion. Teej refers to the monsoon festivals,
observed particularly in the western and northern
states of India. Banjara people celebrate Teej
festival on a grand scale and even in the 21st
century, they continue to give a lot of importance
to Teej festival.
Teej festival: The festival, which is celebrated
during August (Shravan), is generally considered
a festival of unmarried girls who pray for a better
groom. Girls sow seeds in bamboo bowls and
water them twice a day for seven to nine days and
if the sprouts grow thick and high, it is considered
as a good omen for future grooms. The bowls
with seedlings are kept in a prominent place and
girls sing and dance circling the bowl. Teej
festival in Maharashtra is well known in all
districts, it is celebrated with great zest and
enthusiasm. The proposal of the Teej festival was
put forth to the Nayak of the Tanda, he also gives
permission to the festival taking into
consideration traditional importance, after the
consent, spinsters joys have no bound and they
thank the Nayak through the medium of songs.
Girls go to the forest to get fertile soil from ant
hills that time groups of boys try to stop their
way, finally, girls win over the boys and manage
to get soil from there. Then the second ceremony
of bringing the bowl and sowing of seeds takes
place. On this occasion,Nayak of the Tanda
makes puja and announces the festival. Every day
twice, once in the morning and once in the
evening girls water the Teej and look after it very
carefully. During these ten days, most of the girls
observe fast in the name of Lord Krishna. On the
last day, girls become more nervous with the
thought emersion and say goodbye with a heavy
heart.
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Dussehara and Diwali:
Mera

Godhan Puchero
R S

After Teej Diwali is the most important
festival of the banjara community. It is the as
other communities do with slight changes.
Women celebrate these with deep devotion to
goddesses like bhavani And laxmi mata. Diwali is
full of happiness and delight as banjaras, diwali is
a unique festival. The festival of lights is a
unique, two day carnival where convention,
descendants, and friendship is the key. All the
women in the village go door to door. While take
effort this tradition is what brings banjaras
together, and they want to pass it on to the
coming generations. All the bachelors and the
spinsters of the community go to the fields and
collect various kinds of flowers, and decorate the
cow dung, in front of their houses before
sunrisefor godhan puja cow dung puja and then
puj perform at all houses for the good health and
prosperities

Holi:

Holi Dance

Holi is a vital, week —long spring festival
for the banjara community, symbolizing love,
community solidarity, and the triumph of good
over evil. Heavily influenced by rajasthani
traditions, it features traditional dance chair
dance, vibrant, embroidered attire, and specific
folk songs sung in their, or the local, language.

It serves as a “we” feeling fostering
community unity within the tanda settlement and
helping to mend past disputes.

Duration and Rituals: It is a week -long
celebration. The first night, often called “chhoti
holi” or holika dahan involves cleaning houses
and setting up a bonfire to burn household waste,
symbolizing the removal of evil.

Cultural Traditions: women dressed in
traditional, colourful, mirror-work ghagras,
perform dance, while men women participate in

singing folk songs
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Conclusion:

In this way, in the festivals of Banjara
community, Teej, Diwali, and Holi are considered
to be very important and popular festivals in
which there areno festivals like Holi, which wait
starts from the end of Diwali itself. Through these
festivals, girls go away by giving the message of
universality to the whole world. In this way,
Banjara loves Holi from the core of their heart

and fulfill their passion for dancing and singing.
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Abstract:

The agricultural produce market committee (APMC) is a state governed marketing board, that
regulates agricultural trade in india ensuring fair price discovery through transparent action systems.

APMC is nothing but mandis(market yard) which helps to protect formers exploitation
grading/storage and guarantee same day payments. APMC reforms in India aim to provide better price for
agriculture produce, Agricultural Produce Market Committees (APMCs) by allowing direct marketing,
contract farming, and electronic trading (e-NAM) to enhance farmer earnings. These reforms aim to
replace restricted, inefficient mandis with competitive markets, reduce middlemen exploitation, and improve
price discovery for farmers.

Agriculture is an important for economic growth of the country. Agriculture is completely different
from industry and markets. It consists of several processes and activities to move raw material and
nutriment from farm lands to end consumers. Hence, the marketing system must be effectively designed to
provide farmers with the right rewards for their efforts that they deserve. Sadly, the middlemen get all the
benefits in this process due to lack of awareness and mobility of poor farmers. Hence, the government has
passed three important farm bills to improve the availability of farm produce to the buyers by enabling
farmers to sell their produce without any stock limit or license. This way, farmers can get better prices with
a rise in competition. Agricultural marketing is an important to ensure easy accessibility, transparency,
market for the farmers and buyers to ensure fair trade practices, according to the Standing Committee
(2018-19). Most farmers cannot reach APMC markets and government facilities. This way, adequate
infrastructure can be a great alternative for small markets to trade their agro-produce. This paper focuses
on both farmers' problems and the benefits that new ordinances can bring. In addition, some valid
suggestions will also be discussed to overcome the current issues of farmers in India when it comes to trade
their produce.

Keywords: Agricultural Marketing, APMC Markets, APMC Act, Agricultural Produce Market
Committee.

Introduction:

(www.downtoearh.org.ine), majority of the

In Indian farmers, getting access benefit formers have been suffering much due to lack of

of markets at right time then selling their produce
at remunerative price continues to be an
unresolving issue even today. India's dominant
small famers, accounting for 85%of the total
landholdings and hold close to 40% share in the

total marketable surpluses

remunerative prices for their produce even after
implementation of various marketing reforms
since independence in order to minimize the
marketing costs and margins. The average share
of farmers in the consumers' rupee is small low

due to high margin and costs and it is found to be
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in a range of 28% and 78% for wvarious
agricultural commodities (Bhoi, et.al. 2019). This
is mainly because of uneconomical size of
marketable surplus, the majority of the farmers as
a result of aggregation of their farm produce to
move to the nearest market. It is considered a
great task due to low and variation in the market
density. Though the market density and
infrastructure facilities improved over time,
inaccessibility and either low or poor utilization
of infrastructure facilities of Agricultural Produce
Marketing Committees (APMC) continue to be
the major concerns resulting in poor market
arrivals. Under this background, this policy paper
focuses on the status of major agricultural
marketing reforms that have been introduced over
the period, the extent of adoption of those reforms
and existing gaps in attracting commodity

arrivals.

Objectives of APMC Reforms & Agricultural
Marketing:
Produce = Market

Committee (APMC) system in India has several

The  Agricultural

key objectives:

e APMCs work to ensure stable and
remunerative prices for farmers’ produce.
By regulating trade practices and
preventing price fluctuations.

e APMCs aim to establish fair and
transparent  pricing  mechanisms  for
agricultural commodities. This helps
farmers receive reasonable compensation
for their produce, enhancing their income
and livelihoods.

e APMCs protect farmers from exploitation
by intermediaries, traders, and creditors. By
providing a regulated market environment.

e APMGCs provide farmers with access to
organized and efficient marketplaces. This
enables farmers to sell their produce to a
wider range of buyers.

e APMCs develop and maintain necessary
infrastructure in market yards, including
storage facilities, auction platforms, and
quality testing labs.

e APMCs promote transparency in trade
transactions by regulating and monitoring

trade practices within market yards.

Methodology:

APMC (Agricultural Produce Market
Committee) reforms in India aims at abolition the
monopoly of state-regulated mandis, reducing the
influence of middlemen, and creating a unified
national market for agricultural products. The
methodology focuses on shifting from a
restrictive regulatory regime to a competitive,

market-driven system.

Meaning of APMC Reforms & Agricultural
Marketing:

Meaning: APMC reforms refer to the
liberalization of agricultural marketing by
reducing the monopoly of state-regulated market
yards (mandis) to create a more competitive,
’’one nation one market system”.

Functions of APMC Reforms & Agricultural
Marketing:

e Regulating Trade Practices: APMCs
regulate the buying and selling of
agricultural produce to ensure prices and
fairness in transactions.

e  Market APMCs  are

responsible for developing and maintaining

Infrastructure:

market yards, warehouses, and other
necessary infrastructure to facilitate smooth
trading.

e  Price Discovery: The APMCs helps in the
discovery of fair market prices for
agricultural produce.

e Licensing: APMCs issue licences to traders,

commission agents, and other market

264



I[JAAR

Vol. 7 No. 37

ISSN - 2347-7075

intermediaries to operate within the market
yard.

e Dispute Resolution: APMCs act as
mediators to resolve disputes between
farmers and traders, ensuring that

grievances are addressed properly.

Opportunities of APMC Reforms &

Agricultural Marketing:

The Opportunities for infrastructure
development  (cold  storage,  warehouse),
electronic trading E-Nam direct marketing to
consumers reading middle more exploiting,
increasing the farmers income.

. Digital  Transformation  (e-nam)
Integrating APMC with the e-nam portal
provides formers with the real time price
information, Digital payments etc.

o Infrastructure Improvement: Using funds
from market fees to enhance infrastructure
such as establishing cold storage,
warehouse and grading units to reduce
post-harvest.

o Alternative Marketing channels: Acting
direct marketing initiatives like Rait
Bazars Apni Mandi etc. allowing formers
to sell directly to consumers and
maximize their returns.

o Contract forming facilitation:
Implementing the APMC act 2003
encourage contract forming which
provides formers thinking with markets
and reduced price risks.

o Transparency in transactions: Ensuring
transparent action process and fair pricing
mechanisms, which protects formers from
exploitation by middlemen and improves
their trust in the market.

. Value Addition Services: Promoting,
Grading, packing and  processing

activities within the premises to enable

formers to get higher prices for their

produce.

APMC Reforms & Agricultural Marketing
programs:

The Ministry of MSME implements the
following schemes and programmes for the
upgradation of technology to strengthen the
promotion of MSME:s.

e ISO 9000/ISO 14001
reimbursement schemes: This scheme is
introduced in March, 1994 to enhance the

competitive strength of lhe MSMEs by way

certification

of technological upgradation, quality
improvement and better environment or
management. For acquiring  quality
management system-ISO 9000. certification
or environment ~management. System ISO
"14001 certification, this scheme
reimburses 75% of the fees, subject to a
maximum of Rs. 75,000.

e Credit Linked Capital Subsidy Scheme
(CLCSS): It aims at facilitating technology
upgradation by providing I 5% upfront
capital subsidy to manufacturing MSMEs
on institutional finance up to Rs. | crore
availed by them for induction of well-
established and improved technologies sub-
sectors/products  approved under the

scheme.

Challenges of APMC Reforms & Agricultural
Marketing:

The existing APMC Act system is
challenged by problems such as the monopoly of
middlemen, excessive rates of commissions about
mandis. It provides the freedom of farmers to sell
in other markets other than the specified markets,
thus restricting competition and the realisation of
fair prices.

e Monopoly in any trade (with a few

exceptions) is bad, whether exerted by a
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multinational corporation, the government,
or APMC.

e Better customers are denied to farmers,
while consumers are denied access to
sources.

e It’s fairly uncommon for agents in an
APMC to form a cartel and refrain from
bidding for greater prices.

e Produce is bought at a rigged price and then
resold at a higher cost.

e The spoils are then divided among the
participants, leaving farmers cold.

e In some areas, the cost of getting a licence
is excessively high.

e Farmers were barred from participating in
several markets.

e Aside from the licence fee, shop rent/value
is relatively high, discouraging competition.

e APMC is usually governed by a small
group of village/urban elite.

e The APMC is both a market participant and
a regulator.

e As a result, vested interests in the lucrative
trade harm the agency’s ability to regulate.

e Despite their inefficiencies, they are
adamant about maintaining control.
Members and the chairman are normally
chosen and elected from among the
market’s agents.

e Farmers must pay commissions, marketing
fees, and the APMC cess, all increasing

expenses.

Suggestions to improve APMC Reforms &
Agricultural Marketing:

e Promote Competition & Private Markets:
Establish private market yards and
deregulation of market areas to provide
alternatives to traditional, APMC mandis.

(e-NAM):
Strengthen e-NAM integration to connect

e Digital Transformation

local mandis with national networks,

enhancing  price  transparency  and
eliminating middlemen.

e Encourage Direct Sales and FPOs: Permit
direct marketing from farm sellers and
buyers (processors, exporters, retailers) and
strengthen Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs) to improve bargaining power.

e Infrastructure = Modernization:  Develop
infrastructure for grading, sorting, and cold
storage within or near APMC vyards to
reduce post-harvest losses and enable better
pricing.

e Rationalize Fees and Taxes: Lower high
market fees and unify licenses to make
APMC trading competitive with private
alternatives, reducing the burden on
farmers.

e Strengthen Legal Frameworks: Reform the
Essential Commodities Act to encourage
private investment in warehousing, and
establish effective, swift dispute settlement
mechanisms outside of APMC control.

e Implement Model Acts: Encourage all
states to adopt the Model Agricultural
Produce and Livestock  Marketing

(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2017, for

a unified national market.

Discussion:

MSME is an important sector for the
Indian economy and have highly contributed
towards the country’s Socio-Economic
Development. They not only generates
employment opportunities but also develops the
nation’s backword and rural areas.

The  Agricultural Produce  Market
Committee (APMC) is a state-level statutory
body in India that regulates agricultural
marketing, aiming to protect farmers from
exploitative intermediaries and ensure fair,

transparent prices via mandis (yards). APMCs
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enable structured, competitive bidding, offer
storage and grading facilities, and ensure timely

payments to producers.

Conclusion:

The APMC Act was initiated with the
intent of protecting farmers and ensuring
equitable trading in the farm markets. But with
time, structural inefficiencies, pre-eminence of
intermediaries, and access to the market have
diminished its effectiveness. Therefore, the
APMC Act reforms are necessary to strike a
balance between protecting farmers with the
increased competition, transparency, and choice.

While APMCs are essential for protecting

farmers from exploitation and organizing chaotic

markets, they often operate with limited
infrastructure and monopolistic tendencies.
Ongoing reforms focus on fostering competitive,
modern, and transparent digital trading, such as e-

NAM, alongside traditional mandi structures.
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