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Abstract:

Human rights and social justice are fundamental principles that guide the development of equitable
and inclusive societies. This paper examines the relationship between human rights and social justice,
focusing on their role in promoting equality, dignity, and fairness. It explores how legal frameworks, social
institutions, and public policies contribute to the protection of rights and the reduction of social
inequalities. The study also highlights contemporary challenges such as discrimination, economic disparity,
and limited access to justice. Using a qualitative approach based on secondary sources, the paper
emphasizes the importance of integrating human rights into governance and social practices. It concludes
that achieving social justice requires collective efforts, effective policies, and active citizen participation.
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Introduction: Methodology:

Human rights are the basic rights and This study adopts a qualitative research
freedoms that belong to every individual, methodology based on secondary data sources.
regardless of their nationality, gender, religion, or The research includes:
social status. These rights include civil, political, e Academic books and scholarly articles
economic, social, and cultural rights, all of which e Reports from national and international
are essential for living a life of dignity and organizations
respect. e Government policies and legal
Social justice, on the other hand, refers to the fair frameworks
distribution of resources, opportunities, and The analysis is interpretative, focusing on
privileges within a society. It aims to eliminate understanding the connection between human
inequalities and ensure that all individuals have rights and social justice in modern society.
equal access to rights and opportunities.

In contemporary society, the relationship Objectives:
between human rights and social justice is The main objectives of this study are:
increasingly  significant. While human rights 1. To understand the concept of human rights
provide a legal and moral framework, social and social justice
justice ensures that these rights are realized in 2. To examine their interrelationship in
practice. Together, they form the foundation of a contemporary society
Just and democratic society. 3. To analyze the role of institutions in

protecting human rights
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4. To identify challenges in achieving social
justice
5. To suggest measures for strengthening

equality and inclusion

Importance of the Study:
The study is important because:
e It highlights the need for protecting human
dignity and equality
e It helps understand social inequalities and
their causes
e [t provides insights into policy-making and
governance
e [t contributes to academic discussions on
justice and rights
e [t promotes awareness about fundamental

rights and responsibilities

Relevance of the Study:
The relevance of human rights and social justice
is evident in today’s world:

e Rising Inequality: Economic and social
disparities continue to affect large sections
of society

e Discrimination Issues: Gender, caste,
race, and religion-based discrimination
persist

e (Globalization: While it creates
opportunities, it also increases inequality in
some areas

e Access to Justice: Many individuals still
face barriers in accessing legal protection

In India, constitutional provisions and
social policies aim to ensure justice, but

challenges remain in their implementation.

Findings:
The study reveals the following key findings:
e Human rights provide a foundation for

ensuring dignity and equality

e Social justice requires active
implementation of these rights

¢ Institutional mechanisms play a crucial role
in protecting rights

e Inequality and discrimination remain major
obstacles

e Awareness and education are essential for
promoting justice

These findings indicate that achieving

social justice is an ongoing process.

Limitations:
The study has certain limitations:
e [t is based on secondary data and lacks
primary field research
e The analysis is general and may not reflect
all regional differences
e Rapid social and political changes may
influence the relevance of findings
e Limited scope within the broad subject area
Despite these limitations, the study

provides a meaningful understanding of the topic.

Conclusion:

Human rights and social justice are
essential pillars of a fair and democratic society.
While significant progress has been made in
promoting rights and equality, many challenges
still remain. Ensuring social justice requires not
only strong legal frameworks but also effective
implementation and public awareness.

A comprehensive approach involving
government institutions, civil society, and citizens
1s necessary to create an inclusive and equitable
society.  Strengthening human rights and
promoting social justice will ultimately lead to

sustainable development and social harmony.
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Abstract:

The rapid development of Artificial Intelligence has significantly transformed the field of English
language and literature by redefining creativity, authorship, textual production and literary interpretation.
This paper examines how Al-generated writing, machine learning and digital technologies influence
literary studies and language practices in the contemporary era. Drawing upon theories of authorship
proposed by Roland Barthes and Michel Foucault, alongside perspectives from Digital Humanities, the
study argues that Al challenges traditional notions of originality, creativity and human agency. The paper
further explores the role of Al in literary production, language learning, textual analysis and academic
writing while also addressing ethical concerns related to authorship, plagiarism and algorithmic bias. The
study concludes that artificial intelligence does not replace human creativity but reshapes and extends it
through collaborative interaction between human and machine intelligence.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Creativity, Authorship, Digital Humanities, Literary Studies, English

Language

Introduction:

The emergence of Artificial Intelligence
has created profound changes across multiple
disciplines, including English language and
literature. Al technologies such as machine
learning, natural language processing and
generative language models are increasingly used
in writing, translation, literary analysis and
educational practices. These developments
challenge traditional assumptions regarding
creativity, originality and the role of the author in
literary production.

Traditionally, literature has been viewed
as an expression of human imagination, emotion
and individual experience. However, Al systems
are now capable of generating poems, stories,
essays and dramatic dialogues that resemble

human writing. This raises significant questions

regarding the nature of literary creativity and
authorship. Can machines be creative? Can Al-
generated texts be considered literature? What
happens to human authorship in algorithmic
writing? This paper examines the transformation
of creativity in English language and literature
through the influence of artificial intelligence. It
argues that Al redefines literary creativity not by
replacing human authorship but by creating
collaborative forms of textual production between
humans and machines. The study also explores
how Al affects literary interpretation, language
learning and academic writing while critically
engaging with ethical concerns such as
plagiarism, algorithmic bias and digital

inequality.
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Literature Review:

The relationship between technology and
literature has been widely discussed within
Digital Humanities and literary theory. Roland
Barthes, in The Death of the Author, challenged
the traditional authority of the writer by arguing
that meaning is produced through the interaction
between text and reader rather than through
authorial intention. Similarly, Michel Foucault, in
What Is an Author?, described authorship as a
cultural and institutional function rather than a
fixed personal identity. Jacques Derrida’s theory
of deconstruction presented in Of Grammatology
further destabilized the concept of fixed meaning
and emphasized the fluidity and instability of
textual interpretation. These poststructuralist
perspectives become especially relevant in the
context of Al-generated writing, where textual
production is no longer solely dependent on
human intentionality. Within Digital Humanities,
N. Katherine Hayles explored the influence of
digital technologies on reading and cognition in
How We Think. Lev Manovich also examined
how digital media reshape narrative structures
and cultural production through database logic
and interactive interfaces.

Scholars such as Nick Montfort have
studied computational creativity and machine-
generated literature, arguing that programming
itself can become a literary practice. At the same
time, Safiya Umoja Noble highlighted the
ideological dimensions of algorithms and
demonstrated how digital systems often reproduce
social and cultural inequalities. Recent
scholarship on Al writing tools and generative
language models has shown that Al can assist in
translation, editing, content creation and literary
experimentation. However, debates continue
regarding the aesthetic, ethical, and philosophical

implications of machine-generated literature.

Research Gap:

Although significant scholarship exists on
artificial intelligence and digital media, several
important gaps remain in the study of creativity
within English language and literature. First,
much existing research focuses primarily on the
technical capabilities of Al rather than its literary
and theoretical implications. There is insufficient
interdisciplinary ~ analysis  connecting Al
technologies with literary theories of authorship,
textuality, and interpretation. Second, while Al-
generated content has become increasingly
common, comparatively little research critically
examines how Al reshapes traditional ideas of
originality, imagination, and aesthetic value in
literature. Third, most discussions on Al and
creativity are centered on Western technological
contexts, with limited attention to educational and
literary practices in the Global South. Issues
related to language diversity, digital inequality,
and access to Al technologies remain
underexplored. Finally, existing studies often
present Al either as a threat to literature or as a
replacement for human creativity. There remains
a need for balanced approaches that examine
collaborative relationships between human
imagination and machine intelligence. This paper
attempts to address these gaps by examining how
artificial  intelligence transforms creativity,
authorship, and literary interpretation within
English language and literature through a critical

and interdisciplinary framework.

Al and Literary Creativity:

Creativity  has  traditionally  been
associated with human imagination, emotional
experience, and originality. Literary works have
often been understood as expressions of personal
consciousness and cultural experience. However,
Al technologies now generate poems, stories,
scripts, essays, and dialogues through predictive

algorithms trained on extensive textual datasets.
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Al-generated writing challenges conventional
literary assumptions because machines can
imitate linguistic styles and narrative structures
without possessing consciousness or emotional
awareness. Natural language processing systems
can produce coherent and stylistically
sophisticated texts that resemble human literary
expression. Despite these developments, Al
creativity differs fundamentally from human
creativity. Human literary production emerges
from memory, social experience, historical
consciousness, and emotional depth, whereas Al
operates primarily through pattern recognition
and statistical prediction. Therefore, Al should
not be viewed as replacing literary creativity but
rather as introducing a new form of computational
creativity that expands possibilities  for
experimentation, collaboration and innovation in

literary production.

Authorship and Algorithmic Writing:

The rise of Al-generated literature
complicates traditional concepts of authorship. In
conventional literary studies, the author is often
seen as the central creator of meaning and artistic
intention, but Al systems challenge this idea by
producing texts collaboratively with human users.
This shift reflects the theories of Roland Barthes
and Michel Foucault, who questioned the
authority and individuality of the author long
before the emergence of Al technologies.
Algorithmic writing introduces hybrid forms of
authorship in which programmers, users, datasets,
and machine-learning systems all play a role in
textual production. As a result, literary creation
becomes decentralized, collaborative, and
networked rather than individual and fixed. This
transformation raises important questions about
who owns Al-generated texts, whether Al can be
considered an author, how originality should be
defined in machine-generated literature, and what
happens to intellectual property in collaborative

human-machine  writing.  Altogether, these
developments show that authorship in the digital

age has become increasingly fluid and contested.

Al in English Language Learning and Literary

Studies:
Artificial

transformed the teaching and study of English

intelligence has also

language and literature. Al-powered tools are
widely used for grammar correction, automated
feedback, language translation, academic writing
assistance and personalized learning systems. In
language education, Al applications help learners
improve vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar and
writing skills through interactive and adaptive
learning environments. Chat bots and virtual
assistants ~ create  accessible  educational
experiences that support independent learning. In
literary studies, Al contributes to computational
criticism through data mining, sentiment analysis,
stylistic comparison and large-scale textual
analysis. These methods allow scholars to identify
literary patterns across historical periods and
genres that may not be visible through traditional
close reading.

However, excessive dependence on Al
tools may weaken critical thinking, interpretive
depth and originality in academic writing.
Therefore, Al should function as a supportive tool
that enhances rather than replaces human

intellectual engagement.

Ethical Concerns and Challenges:

The increasing wuse of artificial
intelligence in literary and academic contexts
raises significant ethical concerns. One of the
primary issues is plagiarism and academic
integrity, as Al-generated essays and assignments
challenge traditional educational systems that rely
on individual authorship and originality. Another
major concern is algorithmic bias; as scholar

Safiya Umoja Noble points out, algorithms often
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reproduce social inequalities and cultural
prejudices present in their training data, which
can lead to the marginalization of certain
languages, identities, and literary traditions. In
addition, issues related to copyright and
intellectual ~ property, data privacy and
surveillance, and the spread of misinformation or
fabricated content further complicate the use of
Al. There is also growing concern about
overdependence on technology, which may
reduce human creativity and critical thinking
skills. These challenges highlight the urgent need
to develop strong ethical frameworks to ensure
the responsible and balanced use of Al in literary

studies and education.

Al and the Future of Literary Studies:
Artificial intelligence is poised to
significantly  transform literary  production,
criticism and education in the coming years.
Rather than replacing literature, Al enhances and
expands the ways in which literary works are
created, analyzed, interpreted and shared. Future
literary studies are likely to adopt an
interdisciplinary approach that combines human
interpretation  with  computational analysis,
allowing both emotional depth and data-driven
insights. The use of digital archives will improve
access to texts and help preserve literary heritage,
while interactive storytelling will enable readers
to engage more actively with narratives.
Additionally, Al-assisted creativity will support
writers in generating ideas and content, and
multimodal textual practices will integrate text
with images, audio and other digital media.
Overall, Al broadens the scope of literature,
making literary studies more dynamic, inclusive
and innovative rather than diminishing its value.
The challenge for scholars and educators lies in
balancing technological innovation with ethical
awareness, critical thinking and humanistic

values. Literary studies must therefore remain

attentive to the cultural and political dimensions
of Al technologies. Al should ultimately be
understood not as a replacement for human
creativity but as a tool that reshapes literary
expression and interpretive practices within

contemporary digital culture.

Conclusion:

Artificial Intelligence has fundamentally
transformed creativity in English language and
literature by redefining textual production,
authorship and interpretation. Al-generated
writing  challenges traditional assumptions
regarding originality and human agency while
introducing new possibilities for literary
experimentation and collaborative creativity. At
the same time, the rise of algorithmic writing
raises important ethical, educational and cultural
concerns related to plagiarism, bias, intellectual
property and  technological  dependence.
Consequently, the future of literary studies
depends on developing balanced approaches that
integrate technological innovation with critical
and humanistic perspectives. Rather than
replacing human creativity, artificial intelligence
extends and reconfigures it, creating new forms of
interaction between human imagination and
machine intelligence. The continuing dialogue
between literature and technology will therefore
remain central to the evolution of contemporary

literary and cultural studies.
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Abstract:

This research paper critically examines the representation of caste oppression, patriarchy, and
resistance in the novels of P. Sivakami, particularly The Taming of Women and Anandhayi. Sivakami’s
fiction occupies an important position in Tamil Dalit literature because it foregrounds the lived experiences
of Dalit women who suffer not only from caste discrimination imposed by dominant communities but also
from patriarchal violence within their own households. The paper argues that Sivakami rejects simplistic
portrayals of Dalit women as passive victims and instead presents them as complex individuals negotiating
survival, agency, and dignity within oppressive structures. Drawing upon the theories of B. R. Ambedkar,
Kimberlé Crenshaw, Sharmila Rege, and Anupama Rao, the paper explores how caste and gender intersect
in shaping women’s identities and social experiences. The discussion further analyses the role of language,
symbolism, realism, and resistance in Sivakami’s novels. Through detailed textual analysis, the paper
demonstrates that Sivakami transforms literature into a form of testimony that exposes structural inequality
and amplifies marginalized voices.

Introduction: communities. This double burden forms the

P. Sivakami occupies a unique and
influential place in Indian Dalit literature. As a
novelist, social activist, and former Indian
Administrative  Service  officer, she has
consistently written about caste discrimination,
gender inequality, and the social realities of
marginalized communities. Her novels The
Taming of Women and Anandhayi are among the
most powerful literary representations of Dalit
women’s experiences in Tamil literature.
Sivakami’s fiction is important because it moves
beyond conventional portrayals of caste
oppression and focuses specifically on the
intersection of caste and patriarchy. In her novels,
women are oppressed not only by dominant caste

structures but also by men within their own

central concern of her literary project.

B. R. Ambedkar argued that caste is not
merely a division of labour but “a division of
labourers.” This insight becomes particularly
relevant in understanding Sivakami’s
representation of Dalit women, whose labour,
bodies, and identities are systematically
controlled. Similarly, Kimberlé Crenshaw’s
concept of intersectionality helps explain how
Dalit women face forms of discrimination that
cannot be understood separately through caste or
gender alone. Sharmila Rege extends this
framework to Indian society and argues that Dalit
women’s narratives challenge both mainstream

feminism and mainstream Dalit discourse.
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Sivakami’s fiction reflects these arguments with
remarkable literary force.

This paper examines how Sivakami
portrays caste oppression, women’s labour, bodily
suffering, and resistance. It argues that her novels
function as literary testimonies that expose the
realities of Dalit women’s lives while also
highlighting their resilience and agency. Through
realism, symbolism, and psychologically rich
characterization, Sivakami contributes
significantly to Dalit feminist literature and

contemporary Indian literary discourse.

Caste Oppression and Social Hierarchy:

One of the most striking aspects of
Sivakami’s novels is her representation of caste as
an ordinary and normalized social reality. Rather
than focusing only on spectacular violence,
Sivakami demonstrates how caste operates
through everyday practices such as food, labour,
ritual, and language. In The Taming of Women,
the Brahmin priest performs rituals in a Dalit
household but refuses to eat cooked food prepared
there. This incident may appear small, yet it
reveals the deep social logic of caste hierarchy.
The refusal to share food signifies ritual pollution
and reinforces social exclusion. As Ambedkar
explains in Annihilation of Caste, “Caste is not
merely a social division; it is a system of graded
inequality.” Sivakami’s fiction captures this
inequality in its most ordinary forms.

Caste oppression is also represented
through hereditary occupations and economic
exploitation. Women in the novels engage in
agricultural labour, domestic work, and physically
demanding tasks that are tied to caste identity.
Their labour is essential for survival, yet it
remains invisible and undervalued. The body
itself becomes marked by caste and poverty.
Sivakami’s realism reveals how caste survives not
only through law or religion but through daily
habits and social expectations. The humiliation

faced by Dalit characters is often subtle, routine,
and deeply internalized.

At the same time, Sivakami refuses to
romanticize the Dalit community as entirely
unified. Her novels expose hierarchies within the
community itself. Men such as Periyannan
exercise authority through violence, control, and
intimidation. Women suffer both from dominant
caste oppression and from patriarchal structures
within their own homes. This dual oppression
reflects what Sharmila Rege describes as the
“Dalit feminist standpoint,” which insists that
caste and patriarchy must be analysed together.
Sivakami’s political courage lies in her
willingness to criticize patriarchy  within
marginalized communities without ignoring the

structural violence of caste society.

Portrayal of Women and Dalit Feminism:

Women in Sivakami’s novels are
portrayed with emotional complexity and
psychological depth. Anandhayi, one of the
central characters, represents the endurance and
resilience of Dalit women. She performs endless
domestic and agricultural labour, manages the
household, and sacrifices her personal desires for
the survival of the family. Yet her contribution is
rarely acknowledged. Her labour is treated as
natural duty rather than productive work. Through
Anandhayi’s character, Sivakami exposes the
invisibility of women’s labour within patriarchal
society.

Anandhayi’s suffering, however, does not
reduce her to passivity. She develops subtle forms
of resistance and selfhood. She saves money
secretly, questions male authority, and continues
to protect other women despite her own pain. Her
strength lies not in dramatic rebellion but in her
persistence and survival. Sivakami thereby
challenges the stereotype of Dalit women as

helpless victims. Instead, she presents them as
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individuals constantly negotiating oppressive
social structures.

Lakshmi’s character further complicates
the representation of women in the novels. She is
trapped within abusive relationships and denied
freedom over her own body and choices. Yet
Lakshmi also resists domination through acts of
escape, defiance, and emotional assertion. At one
point she declares, “I am Seenidevan’s daughter.
Stand up to me if you have the guts!” This
moment of self-assertion reflects her refusal to
surrender her identity completely. The statement
becomes an act of reclaiming personhood in a
world that treats women as objects.

The younger generation of women,
especially Dhanam and Arul, represent emerging
feminist consciousness. Education enables them
to question patriarchal traditions and articulate
their dissatisfaction with social norms. Dhanam
openly criticizes the violence within her family,
while Arul questions religion, marriage, and
motherhood. Their voices suggest the possibility
of transformation within Dalit society. Sivakami
thus portrays women not only as sufferers but
also as thinkers, critics, and agents of social

change.

Intersection of Caste and Patriarchy:

A major contribution of Sivakami’s
fiction is its exploration of the intersection
between caste and patriarchy. Dalit women
experience oppression in ways that cannot be
reduced to either caste discrimination or gender
inequality alone. Their bodies become sites where
social control, labour exploitation, and sexual
violence intersect. Kimberlé Crenshaw argues
that intersectionality reveals how marginalized
women are excluded from dominant frameworks
of wunderstanding. Sivakami’s novels vividly
demonstrate this reality in the Indian context.

The female body in Sivakami’s fiction

functions as an archive of suffering.

Vellaiyamma’s prolapsed body, caused by hard
labour shortly after childbirth, symbolizes the
lifelong burden carried by Dalit women. Her
suffering is not merely personal but social and
historical. The body records poverty, exploitation,
and exhaustion. Anupama Rao observes that the
Dalit body becomes “the surface upon which
social violence is inscribed.” Sivakami’s
representation of bodily pain reflects this insight
with disturbing realism.

Patriarchal ~ control over  women’s
sexuality is another recurring theme. Women are
constantly judged according to ideas of purity and
honour. Men wuse accusations of sexual
immorality to discipline women and maintain
authority. Even moments of grief become
opportunities for patriarchal domination. When
Periyannan accuses Anandhayi of infidelity after
the death of their child, the cruelty of patriarchy
becomes painfully visible. The accusation reveals
how women are denied dignity even in moments
of personal tragedy.

At the same time, Sivakami also portrays
the body as a site of resistance. Women fight back
physically, refuse submission, and continue to
survive despite violence. Their bodies carry both
suffering and resilience. This duality reflects the
complexity of Dalit women’s existence under

caste patriarchy.

Resistance and Voice:

Resistance in Sivakami’s novels rarely
appears in heroic or revolutionary forms. Instead,
it emerges through ordinary acts of survival,
speech, and solidarity. Women resist by naming
oppression, questioning authority, saving money
secretly, and supporting one another in times of
crisis. These acts may appear small, yet they
possess immense political significance.

Language itself becomes a form of
resistance.

Anandhayi  openly  questions

Periyannan’s authority and reminds him that her
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labour contributed to building the household
economy. Dhanam criticizes the violence and
hypocrisy within the family structure. By
speaking openly, these women challenge the
silence imposed upon them. Paulo Freire writes
that “to speak a true word is to transform the
world.” Sivakami’s women transform their social
reality by articulating experiences that patriarchal
society attempts to suppress.

Economic resistance also plays an
important role. Women maintain hidden savings,
sell household items, and create alternative
systems of support. Anandhayi’s secret savings
symbolize a desire for independence and security.
Such hidden economies reveal women’s
awareness of their vulnerable position within
patriarchal households. Similarly, education
becomes a means of resistance because it enables
critical thinking and self-awareness. Patriarchal
authority fears educated women precisely because
knowledge creates the possibility of questioning
social norms.

Solidarity among women is another
important aspect of resistance. Although women
are often divided by social pressures and domestic
conflicts, they continue to care for one another.
Anandhayi’s compassion toward Lakshmi
demonstrates the possibility of female solidarity
even within painful circumstances. These
relationships reveal what may be described as an
ethics of shared suffering. Women recognize each
other’s pain because they inhabit similar

structures of oppression.

Narrative Techniques and Realism:

Sivakami’s narrative style contributes
significantly to the political force of her novels.
Her prose is direct, realistic, and emotionally
restrained. She avoids romanticizing poverty or
suffering and instead presents violence with
disturbing simplicity. This realism forces readers
to confront uncomfortable social truths. The plain

declarative style also reflects the oral and
conversational rhythms of everyday Tamil life.

The use of colloquial expressions and
untranslated Tamil words preserves cultural
specificity and authenticity. Rather than adapting
Dalit experience to elite literary expectations,
Sivakami allows the language of marginalized
communities to shape the narrative itself. This
linguistic strategy becomes politically important
because it resists cultural assimilation and
preserves local identity.

Another important technique is free
indirect discourse, which allows readers to enter
the consciousness of characters while maintaining
the broader social perspective of the narrative.
Through this method, Sivakami reveals the
psychological effects of caste and patriarchy.
Readers gain insight into the fears, frustrations,
and hopes of women who are otherwise silenced
by society.

Symbolism also enriches the novels.
Objects such as the bicycle, the drawstring bag,
and raw rice carry deeper social meanings. The
bicycle symbolizes female mobility and freedom,
while the drawstring bag represents hidden
economic independence. These symbols emerge
naturally from the social world of the village and

strengthen the thematic concerns of the narrative.

Conclusion:

P. Sivakami’s The Taming of Women and
Anandhayi are among the most significant
contributions to Dalit feminist literature in India.
Through realistic representation and emotionally
complex characterization, Sivakami exposes the
interconnected structures of caste and patriarchy
that shape Dalit women’s lives. Her novels reveal
how oppression operates through everyday
practices, domestic relationships, labour systems,
and social expectations.

At the same time, Sivakami refuses to

portray women as passive victims. Her female
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characters resist domination through speech,
labour, solidarity, memory, and survival. Their
acts of resistance may appear ordinary, yet they
carry profound political significance. By
foregrounding Dalit women’s voices, Sivakami
challenges both mainstream feminism and
mainstream Dalit discourse.

Her fiction ultimately demonstrates that
caste and gender cannot be analysed separately.
Dalit women experience a distinct form of
oppression created by the interaction of social
hierarchies. Through her literary vision, Sivakami
transforms the novel into a form of testimony that
records suffering while also affirming resilience
and selfhood. Her work remains essential for
understanding Dalit feminism, Tamil literature,
and the broader politics of representation in

contemporary India.
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Abstract:

This article offers a comparative reading of Frankenstein and Never Let Me Go, examining how

scientific progress produces violence through emotional abandonment, biopolitical governance and

ontological exclusion. While Shelley critiques early modern scientific ambition and its ethical failures,

Ishiguro reconfigures these concerns within a contemporary biotechnological system where life is

regulated, commodified and ethically displaced. Drawing on post humanism, biopolitics and affect theory,

the study argues that both texts construct artificially created beings whose suffering emerges from systemic

denial of relational recognition. The Creature and the clones function as figures of “bare life,” revealing

how modern science produces emotional and existential disposability rather than human progress.

Keywords: Biopolitics, Emotional Abandonment, Frankenstein, Never Let Me Go, Post Humanism,

Scientific Ethics

Introduction:

Scientific progress is frequently framed as
a marker of human advancement, rational
mastery, and technological empowerment.
However, literary narratives consistently expose
the ethical contradictions embedded within this
discourse. In Frankenstein by Mary Shelley and
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro, science
emerges not as liberation but as a mechanism of
emotional and existential rupture. Despite their
historical separation, both novels interrogate a
shared question: what happens when scientific

creation 1s detached from ethical and emotional

responsibility? This article argues that both texts
represent scientific progress as a form of violence
that operates primarily through emotional
abandonment and systemic exclusion rather than
physical destruction. The Creature and the clones
are constructed as emotionally aware yet socially
unrecognized beings, revealing the fragility of

human identity within scientific modernity.

Literature Review:
Critical scholarship on Frankenstein has
long focused on its engagement with

Enlightenment rationality, Romantic anxiety and
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scientific transgression. Scholars such as Anne K.
Mellor highlight its critique of masculine
scientific ambition and ethical irresponsibility.
Posthumanist readings further interpret the
Creature as a destabilizing figure who challenges
fixed boundaries between human and non-human
identity. In contrast, studies of Never Let Me Go
primarily examine biopolitics, cloning ethics, and
institutional control. Critics often situate the novel
within frameworks of late-capitalist
biotechnological governance, emphasizing the
commodification of human bodies and the
normalization of organ extraction.

However, = comparative  scholarship
between these two texts remains limited. Existing
studies tend to treat them as belonging to separate
traditions Frankenstein within Gothic science
fiction and Never Let Me Go within dystopian
biopolitics without addressing their shared
structural logic of emotional abandonment. This
study addresses this gap by arguing that
emotional exclusion is the central mechanism

linking both texts across historical and theoretical

contexts.

Methodology:

This study uses a qualitative comparative
literary approach through close reading of
selected texts. It focuses on thematic and
structural similarities, exploring how different
literary contexts represent anxieties about science,
identity, and social exclusion. The theoretical
framework combines posthumanism, biopolitics,
affect theory and Gothic dystopian studies. The
posthumanist ideas of Donna Haraway and Rosi

Braidotti help examine unstable and hybrid

identities shaped by science and technology.
Michel Foucault and Giorgio Agamben provide a
biopolitical ~ framework for  understanding
regulation, exclusion, and “bare life.” The study
also uses Sara Ahmed’s affect theory to analyze
emotions such as fear, alienation, and
abandonment. Together, these frameworks show

how scientific modernity produces emotionally

abandoned and socially excluded subjects.

Theoretical Framework:

Posthumanist theory challenges the
Enlightenment idea of the human as stable and
autonomous. Both novels destabilize this concept
by portraying beings who are biologically human
yet socially excluded. The posthumanist ideas of
Donna Haraway and Rosi Braidotti emphasize
that subjectivity is relational and shaped through
social and technological systems, a concept
reflected in both texts. The study also draws on
Michel Foucault’s theory of biopolitics, which
explains how modern power regulates life
through classification and control. Giorgio
Agamben’s concept of “bare life” further
highlights the condition of individuals reduced to
biological existence without ethical recognition.
In addition, Sara Ahmed’s affect theory
demonstrates how emotions such as fear and
alienation circulate socially to produce exclusion.
Together, these frameworks position both novels
as critiques of scientific modernity, showing how
systems of power create emotional abandonment,

social exclusion, and unstable identities.
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Discussion:
Scientific Creation and Ethical Failure:

In Frankenstein, scientific creation
represents an ontological rupture. Victor
Frankenstein’s success in animating life is
immediately followed by rejection, revealing that
scientific achievement without ethical
responsibility produces moral collapse. The
Creature’s statement, “I was benevolent and
good; misery made me a fiend” (Shelley, ch. 10),
demonstrates that violence is socially produced
through abandonment rather than inherent
monstrosity. In contrast, Never Let Me Go
presents ethical failure as systemic. Cloning is
normalized through institutions such as Hailsham,
which mask exploitation under the rhetoric of
care and education. Unlike Frankenstein’s
rupture, Ishiguro constructs a slow system of
deception where subjects are conditioned to
accept disposability.

Emotional Abandonment and Construction of
Otherness:

Emotional abandonment functions as the
central mechanism of exclusion in both texts. In
Frankenstein, the Creature experiences immediate
rejection, expressed through isolation and
linguistic exclusion. His lament, “I am alone and
miserable; man will not associate with me”
(Shelley, ch. 15), reveals that monstrosity is
relationally produced. In Ishiguro’s novel,
abandonment is normalized. Kathy’s reflection,
“We had to think of ourselves as special”
(Ishiguro, p. 115), shows ideological
conditioning. Unlike Shelley’s Creature, who

reacts with rebellion, Ishiguro’s clones internalize

exclusion. Thus, Frankenstein represents rupture-

based abandonment, while Ishiguro represents
normalized abandonment.
Biopolitical Control and Disposable Life:

Foucault’s  biopolitics explains how
modern systems regulate life itself (Foucault
241). In Frankenstein, power is individualized
and sovereign, concentrated in Victor’s act of
creation. In Never Let Me Go, power is
institutionalized, where life is systematically
managed for medical extraction. Agamben’s
concept of “bare life” clarifies the clones’
condition as biologically alive but ethically
excluded. Both texts therefore reveal different
stages of Dbiopolitical development from
experimental ~ sovereignty  to  institutional
governance.

Posthuman Identity and Collapse of Human
Exceptionalism:

Both novels destabilize anthropocentric
definitions of humanity. The Creature exhibits
emotional intelligence and moral reasoning but is
excluded from society. Similarly, Ishiguro’s
clones demonstrate empathy and relational
awareness but are denied recognition. Posthuman
theory suggests that humanity is not biological
but relationally constructed. Exclusion in both
texts is therefore not due to lack of humanity but
refusal of recognition.

Affective Horror and Transformation of Fear:

Frankenstein employs Gothic excess
monstrosity, violence, and dramatic rejection to
externalize scientific anxiety. In contrast, Never
Let Me Go produces internalized horror
characterized by emotional numbness, silence,
and acceptance. This shift reflects a

transformation from visible Gothic terror to
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invisible biopolitical control. Horror becomes not

what is shown, but what is normalized.

Findings:
This study identifies the following key findings:

1. Scientific progress operates as emotional
and structural violence in both texts.

2. Emotional abandonment is a central
mechanism for constructing non-human
subjectivity.

3. Both novels destabilize fixed definitions
of humanity through relational exclusion.

4. Horror shifts from Gothic externalization
in Shelley to biopolitical normalization in
Ishiguro.

5. Both texts reveal a continuous anxiety
that science produces life faster than

ethics can regulate it.

Conclusion:

A comparative reading of Frankenstein
and Never Let Me Go demonstrates that scientific
progress, when detached from ethical

responsibility, produces systems of emotional

abandonment and ontological exclusion. Shelley
critiques early scientific ambition and moral
irresponsibility, while Ishiguro extends this
critique into contemporary biotechnological
governance. Together, both novels reveal a shared
condition of modernity: science produces
emotionally aware yet socially abandoned beings

when ethical care is absent.
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Abstract:

Ecocriticism emerged as a response to environmental crises and ecological degradation, which
became increasingly difficult to ignore during the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. In the
present time, the Earth is facing several severe environmental challenges that threaten a disastrous future.
This paper closely examines The Man-Eater of Malgudi by R. K. Narayan through an ecocritical
perspective.

In the novel, environmental disturbance begins with the arrival of Vasu, a taxidermist, who is
portrayed as the “man-eater” of Malgudi. His actions, particularly his cruel treatment and exploitation of
animals, symbolize a deeper ecological imbalance. The disruption is further emphasized through symbolic
acts, such as his invasion of Nataraj’s private space, which reflects a violation of both social and natural

harmony.

This study focuses on how Vasu’s destructive behavior represents environmental disorder and

crisis. It also explores various insightful interpretations of the novel from an ecocritical viewpoint,

highlighting the conflict between human greed and the natural world.

This paper focuses on how an ecocritical perspective can be applied to The Man-Eater of Malgudi

by R. K. Narayan in the context of environmental catastrophe. Malgudi is no longer merely a fictional

setting, it has evolved into a symbolic space and a chronotope that reflects the growth of a progressive

society and culture within a postcolonial world.

The global outbreak of the COVID-19 has
once again brought attention to issues of
environmental crisis and ecological imbalance,
both in the present and for the future. Although
environmental disasters may occur naturally, in
the Anthropocene era they are largely
anthropogenic—caused by human actions—and
have become more frequent and intense. Whether
natural or human-induced, such disruptions to
nature disturb the socio-ecological balance,
worsen social, economic, and political conditions,
and raise critical concerns about justice, human

rights, and equality.

Critic C. D. Narasimhaiah considers The
Man-Eater of Malgudi somewhat of an anticlimax
following The Guide, widely regarded as a
masterpiece. However, the novel has received
significant critical appreciation and is often
considered one of Narayan’s finest works. It
gained immediate and widespread popularity
upon publication and was highly praised by
contemporary critics and reviewers.

Critics have observed that the unequal
exposure of people to climate variability, along
with the resulting deprivation of basic human
rights, is largely rooted in the historical practices

of colonialism and continues within the
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contemporary neo-colonial and neoliberal world
order. The human rights implications of climate
change have been powerfully represented in
imaginative literature by writers such as Octavia
Butler, Amitav Ghosh, Mohsin Hamid, John
Lanchester, Margaret Drabble, and Paolo
Bacigalupi. Their works vividly portray
individual and collective experiences of climate
change, transforming abstract scientific data into
tangible human realities and making the
consequences of ecological crises more
perceptible.

Human beings often display an
anthropocentric and possessive attitude toward
nature, leading to apathy and exploitation. In
many instances, this results in violent injustices
against the natural world, without consideration
of the long-term consequences. Nature, in turn,
responds with equally severe disruptions, creating
a cycle of ecological imbalance. In this context,
R. K. Narayan presents a striking portrayal of
environmental destruction through the character
of Vasu, the taxidermist, in The Man-Eater of
Malgudi. Vasu symbolizes the destructive
tendencies of modern civilization, as his actions
extend beyond cruelty to animals and reflect a
broader violation of ecological harmony.
Individuals like Vasu, who exploit both human
and non-human life, are ultimately responsible for
the environmental crises faced today and those
that may arise in the future.

The editors of the Times Literary
Supplement praised the novel, describing it as one
of Narayan’s most delightful portrayals of
Malgudi. They highlight how the peaceful life of
Nataraj, a printer, and his circle of friends is
disrupted by the arrival of Vasu, a domineering
taxidermist whose presence introduces chaos and
tension into the community. Vasu’s threat to a
temple elephant, which Nataraj holds dear, leads

to a sequence of events that are both comic and

tragic, combining suspense with  moral
complexity.

One of the most striking aspects of the
novel is the large-scale killing of animals and the
brutal process of taxidermy. These actions
symbolize a broader ecological disorder and can
be interpreted as a critique of environmental
degradation. The theme of hunting, as depicted in
the novel, invites further exploration through an
ecocritical lens, emphasizing the relationship
between human violence and environmental
destruction.

Vasu is portrayed as a villain—one who
disregards the well-being of others and seeks to
dominate both people and nature. His character
may be compared to Iago from Othello, though
Vasu lacks the intellectual depth associated with
Shakespeare’s creation. In contrast, Nataraj
appears as an unheroic figure whose simplicity is
overshadowed by Vasu’s aggressive personality.
As a taxidermist, Vasu intrudes upon the peaceful
life of Malgudi and disrupts its harmony. His
intelligence and boldness, when misdirected, lead
to destructive actions. He justifies his behavior by
claiming human superiority —over nature,
presenting himself as a rootless intellectual who
embodies a misguided scientific outlook and a
competitive, exploitative attitude toward the
natural world.

Matthew Cartmill (1993), in his book A
View to a Death in the Morning: Hunting and
Nature throughout History, introduces the concept
of “romantic hunting.” He defines it as the image
of a white man living simply in the wilderness,
maintaining close relations with native people,
rejecting modern civilization, and hunting only to
meet basic needs such as food and clothing.
However, this notion of “romantic hunting”
ultimately serves to justify and legitimize hunting
practices and reflects a deeply anthropocentric

worldview.
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In The Man-Eater of Malgudi by R. K.

Narayan, similar attitudes toward hunting are
evident. The forest officer Ramaswami is reported
to have killed at least eighteen elephants and sixty
tigers, with the justification that these acts were
necessary to protect human life. This reasoning
highlights an anthropocentric perspective, where
human interests are prioritized over ecological
balance. The novel further emphasizes this
mindset through statements such as the economic
valuation of animals, suggesting that an elephant
is more valuable dead than alive because of the
profit that can be made from its body parts.
Such portrayals reveal how human intrusion into
natural habitats disrupts ecological harmony,
often provoking animals to retaliate against
human settlements. The justification of killing
animals in the name of safety thus reflects a
deeper imbalance between humans and nature.
Moreover, the novel’s depiction of hunting
culture aligns with the character of Vasu, whose
cruel and exploitative attitude toward both human
and non-human life exemplifies the destructive
consequences of an anthropocentric worldview.

Md. A. R. Sarker (2019), in his study
Ecocritical Analysis of R. K. Narayan’s The Man-
Eater of Malgudi, argues that from an ecocritical
perspective, taxidermy represents an artificial
reconstruction of nature. According to him, the
so-called “art” of taxidermy 1is inherently
artificial, as it fabricates and distorts the true
essence of animal life.

In The Man-Eater of Malgudi, R. K.
Narayan intensifies this idea through vivid and
unsettling imagery. He describes skins hanging
out to dry, heaps of dead squirrels and birds lying
in corners, the stench of decaying flesh and raw
hide, the removal of eyes from carcasses and their
replacement with artificial lenses, and the
preservation of skins in salt after flaying. Such

graphic descriptions highlight the violence

inflicted on nature and emphasize the disturbing
artificiality of taxidermy.

Sarker further observes a parallel with
The Lorax, noting that before the arrival of Vasu,
a sense of harmony and peace prevailed in
Nataraj’s house and in Malgudi. This balance is
disrupted by Vasu’s intrusion, which gradually
alters both the physical environment and
Nataraj’s psychological state. Vasu’s presence
begins to influence Nataraj’s thinking, as
reflected in his reaction to the forest officer’s
moralizing manuscript, where he expresses
discomfort with rigid moral expectations.

As the narrative progresses, Vasu’s erratic
behavior confuses and unsettles Nataraj. Despite
recognizing Vasu’s destructive tendencies,
Nataraj paradoxically finds himself admiring him
and even attempting to shield him from criticism.
Gradually, Nataraj becomes increasingly watchful
and psychologically affected, entering a state of
heightened awareness. Ultimately, he begins to
unconsciously identify with the aggressor,
revealing the profound impact of Vasu’s
dominance and the subtle erosion of moral and
ecological balance.

In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries,
a period marked by increasing threats to both
plant and animal life, there still exist certain
regions where non-human species live relatively
undisturbed. However, rapid human
encroachment into these areas makes it
increasingly difficult to ensure their safety in the
future. This reality is reflected in The Man-Eater
of Malgudi, where R. K. Narayan presents
Nataraj’s observation of birds freely searching for
food in the early morning, accompanied by his
reflection that they are fortunate to remain beyond
the destructive reach of Vasu.

Vasu is thus portrayed as an embodiment
of evil, whose presence disrupts the peaceful life
of Malgudi and threatens Nataraj’s stability. His
unauthorized occupation of Nataraj’s attic further
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highlights his disregard for social and moral
boundaries. Although active and assertive, Vasu
carries within himself the seeds of his own
destruction, which ultimately lead to his downfall.

From an ecocentric perspective, it is
important to note that negative traits are often
wrongly attributed to animals, whereas, in reality,
such destructive characteristics belong to human
beings. As pointed out by Md. A. R. Sarker
(2019), human cruelty is frequently projected
onto  innocent  animals, revealing an
anthropocentric bias.

The novel concludes with a powerful
symbolic message. Vasu’s fate resembles that of
Bhasmasura, who destroys himself through his

own power. Nature, represented even through

small creatures like mosquitoes, contributes to his
end. This scene also recalls the mythological
episode of Kansa and the birth of Krishna, where
divine intervention leads to the downfall of
tyranny.

Malgudi, as envisioned by Narayan,
functions as more than a mere setting; it becomes
a living space, a chronotope that reflects
emerging consciousness in postcolonial India.
The novel ultimately demonstrates that human
beings and nature are intrinsically interconnected.
Through a postcolonial and ecocritical reading,
Narayan’s works reveal a rich plurality of
perspectives, emphasizing the multiple roles that

nature plays in a materialistic modern world.
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Abstract:
etract SAGAREA B AR ASBIIE- AN 2B A b AP @ AZBE ¥AQRBEABIBIG:, AAR® «zBA 7z ALUAVUE
VAR EAXA«z BA z AVAUBYGHRAL Az AV AIRAEARrz AYeifARIAAAGEARR AdZ A 2 AdkgA AAVAAD
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AiAARiBez B ASKgA? A BA Az AL«RRASKGAZ MAE AILAABIEREGAz Adde JAS ° BAEF 2 AvAiR
ADRALBEAR 2 AAVBAENIP £AUAIRRE UHRBAEA AAYABAR REBAA AUAZNHEGAA° AQ URABEA
¥SER | AUAGREz E/ABAA CaALA PALEHEz ABR EHE° . AAABAXA « CliRB% ACeBAI  z AVsAIAMRGAIIRA
JAWAIAAPz AA? AIARBAIAAABIAgAVA.
Keywords F, ABArAi Al PAAKAIA XGtA, "AQAALIAghRA 2 AAVABIAACIE AEA Z ARdRys.

CxAtA VA®EQEA AévAAVA=6 °EAEAGAIZA AégAZENE AizA PAA®PAIAS, OURAIAT PAA®PALAS, ZEE£/
W®PAgA PA®zA°e CxAtAAIAA°e °E/EAgAIZRAPARAEAVAUQA, E£AgAAIAAL eE/EA2, AIAAXARA,
aE EAVZAVVAAU. w®PAgAA CxAtAUE "sEANO PRAIGAYgAPEMBAMACAFAGAAIAALgAZT  zZEA+A¥AAQE
EACUAZE wRPA A&gAPA "sA2AfA °AUAE CoAyE/AEVA¥YAAVA 2AAd° 2AAAAVAZAAgAA ¥Ase?AAAI
"sA AG2ALAAR £A2AA CxAtAAIAA°e PAt§8PAAzZAA. DUA SAAVIVEPAAVAAU 2AAAUA AEY: VA®EQEA
AévAAvAz °E/EAGAIUAgGAgAA WRPAQA ¥Az sPEADE]ANMMAREARAREUAYVAVZAY2AA. EzAgA°e |
¥AzegAAOUPA  °AAVAZA°eF  VA®EQEA’e  PRapAwPAGARAAgAIZA 2AIAUAS »rzAA £EAAVAQA gA
oEEAQAIUAVAEAAR EEAAQASCAAZAA. 2AAAAZECUARALIKAMAMAR SAPAPEl  MYAUAV  UAACH ¢
¥Az'sA2ACAzA JUEEOA PAz=AWPAgAgAA UBAGEAMAAY.ANEVAAVA °E/EAQAIPEI CEAEA&RAV
8zA"AVzAAY Ew°A A. UAa2AA PEZEAIO®V. F UAz?AA2AAPAgA o
ZAVLARRAYAIAA DzA+AS PEAzAa2AVVAAU. F UA=x
VA®AEQEA ,AévAAvAze °EAAGAIUAGAQgAA aAAVAABIGIEAX eAJUE SgAARA ¥A/E2A8zA°GAIEAA F U
°E/£AgAIUAY,AA AGAIAAA ¥EzegAUE-AAZA ¥AAZAAIAAW AUPEA
VA®EQEA ¥Ax?AAAR AévAAVAz °EAAgABAGAGEARAVALEAAR 2AIAGAAWUZAYgAA. ¥YAAZAA
Ji. PAA®PALAS, 2aeA UE/EA«AzZAgATAgA2] PAA®PMABPAAVEJUE PEAJA®A E°@EA gEEVAgAA nAgAP,
"AVATA  PAA®CAYA, 2:A gAWAEAAzAz PAARPRAS2AZEA 2AAER®PA AAUAz»!zA VEJUEAIAA:
CEAAVAgA% PAA®PALAS, 2a@A 2EAPAIgAd  MEBRRA®AE ACA ©z=AnpAjUE AIAIAgAA tUA®e. UA/
©AzAAgA%i  PAA®PAIAS, UEEA¥A® E£AQRAMRAPAgA VAVAé E°@  AA¥ALED AiAA+ALEA
PAAGIAS(VAREPA PAAUE®A i CzsAaPA&gAV2ZAXGAMIASENVAAIAUASZA+ASEAZAE £EAQEZA F .
mEAE£A!, 2AAzAAYgA%i PAA®PALAS, vAVA4 AS YAWA®,
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